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Who we are

Jonas Hällström RDP FRPSL

1992–2011  Swedish Armed Foces, retired as Lt Col.
2011–2023  Saab AB, Program Manager
2023– The Global Philatelic Network, Partner Shareholder 
 & Managing Director
2023– Corinphila Auktionen AG (CH) Managing Director

o International (FIP) large gold and gold medal collections in three 
different disciplines: Postal History, Postal Stationery, and Thematic 
Philately: The Roll of Distinguished Philatelists (RDP) in Cambridge in 
2016: Passionate philatelic bibliophile; Chairman of the Publications 
Committee The Royal Philatelic Society London; Publisher and Editor-
in-Chief of Nordisk Filateli, a philatelic 'bookazine', and the largest 
philatelic magazine in Scandinavia.

Karl Louis FRPSL

1980–1986  Business Administration at the University of Cologne 
Economics thesis being on the ”stamp market”

1986–1991 Professional Philatelist at Heinrich Köhler GmbH
1992–2006  Various positions in the chemical construction product business
2006–2023 Corinphila Auktionen AG (CH) Managing Director 
2012– The Global Philatelic Network, Partner Shareholder 
2024– GPN Key Account Manager for GB Philately 

o Collecting area Great Britain 1840-1901. Expertiser BPP and AIEP; Card 
Index of all the major items in classical Great Britain philately; Author of 
many specialist articles, published in, among other titles, FFE (AIEP) and 
LP (winning the Tapling Medal in 2006). Co-author of the Dublin Find; the 
handbook Great Britain Surface Printed Postage Stamps 1855-1883, 
Victorian Mixed Frankings 1840-1901 and Handbuch und Spezialkatalog 
Schweizer Kantonalmarken 1843-1854.
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Scope & Structure
Content

The nineteenth century and their auction 

catalogues through to present concepts and the 

outlook going forward.

Mission

When the first dedicated auction sales of stamps 

took place in the 1870s there was no alternative to 

the printed catalogue. Today, alternatives are 

available and we will look at the differences in 

printed and digital presentations of auctions and 

the implications for both the trade and the 

collector. The presentation will cover philatelic 

aspects and business perspectives.

Paradigm*

The paradigm is our own subjective perspectives.

* Distinct set of concepts or thought patterns, including 

theories, methods, and standards for what constitute our 
contribution to this field.

§1 (1-4) Introduction Karl & Jonas

§2 (1-12) Collecting Context (1) Jonas

§3 (13–40) Auction Catalogues Karl

 ”A Retrospective”

§4 (41–61) Collecting Context (2) Jonas

 ”Going Forward”

§5 (62-63) What did we want to say? Karl & Jonas
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Ask Questions – Discussion

We want you to ask questions and you are invited to discuss ”our 

paradigms” shared with you during the presentation.
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§2 : Context (1)

The first 20 years of collecting (1860’s to 1880’s)

A hobby for an intellectual elite

An early battle in philately
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The 1860s French-Anglo War in Philately
The second half of the 1860s saw major strides being made in France in the field of philately. 
Doctor Jacques-Amable Legrand (1820 ‒ 1912) (Father of Philately) was very much 
responsible for these scientific advances, producing articles on watermarks (1865), different 
means of separation of stamps and inventing the perforation gauge (1866) as well as stamp 
albums (1867). 

Dr Jacques Amable Legrand 

(Dr Magnus) (1820 − 1912) 

In January 1862, Legrand’s eldest son, who was aged 

nine at the time, returned home from school with some 

stamps. Legrand found some old letters bearing 

stamps, which he removed and added to his son’s 

collection. His son’s interest waned but by then 

Legrand, at the age of forty-one, had become engrossed 

and took up the collection. He quickly became known 

to all the Parisian dealers of the day. Legrand used the 

pseudonym Dr Magnus for most of his writings. It was 

used in order to conceal his identity, stamp collecting 

being thought of as a childish pursuit in the 1860s and, 

as a doctor, he did not want his hobby known to his 

patients or those who might ridicule him. 

At that time in England, collectors were perfectly happy collecting 
face-different stamps that were often cut down to the exact size of 
the design, irrespective of whether they were imperforate, 
perforated or even from postal stationery, in order to fit the exact-
to-size spaces provided in the albums of the day. 

Some English collectors saw the more scientific approach as the 
future of collecting and thus began the controversy between the 
French and English schools of collecting. 

The Philatelist

One of the early philatelic magazines (published from December 
1866 until December 1876) was The Philatelist. In 1868, there was 
an intense debate in the magazine between the proponents of the 
French and the English schools respectively.



Stamp Auction Catalogues⏐ 25 June 2024 ⏐ Karl Louis FRPSL & Jonas Hällström RDP FRPSL 7

1867

In 1867, Edward Loines Pemberton’s 
compatriot James J. Woods offered the 

Catalogue of the Fine and very 
Complete Collection of Postage 
Stamps, Selected with Great Care 
(1st edition). 
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Edward Loines Pemberton

Edward Loines Pemberton (1844-1878)

Pioneering philatelist (’Father of Philately’), and stamp 

dealer who was a leading advocate of the scientific school 

of philately (and a founding member of                The 

Philatelic Society, London).

During the late 1860s, Edward Loines Pemberton (1844 − 1878) began studying stamps in 
depth and was only really happy when he had every scrap of information on every stamp. His 
findings were consistently written up and published as letters and articles. Although most of 
these contributions were under his own name and served to establish his reputation, some 
were published under pseudonyms, only a few of which, such as A Stamp Collector, Nissus 
and Quelqu’un, are known to us. 

The controversy between the English and French Schools came to a head in March 
1868 when a collector using the pseudonym Pendragon launched an attack on the French 
school. This was countered immediately by Pemberton who had been converted by his own 
scientific investigations. This was shown clearly when in October 1867 Pemberton’s compatriot 
James J. Woods offered the Catalogue of the Fine and very Complete Collection of Postage 
Stamps, Selected with Great Care, by E.L. Pemberton, Esq., of Birmingham  (first edition). At 
twenty large pages this was the best catalogue produced to that date as it classified the stamps 
by shade, watermark and perforation. This catalogue goes largely unnoticed in articles on early 
postage stamp catalogues as it was published as a pamphlet rather than in the form of a 
handbook like the commercial catalogues of the day. Later editions were developed to 
comprehensive handbooks. 

Although the dispute rumbled on for several months, Pemberton revealed that the person 
using the pseudonym Pendragon was J.H. Greenstreet, who was known to be a collector of the 
French school, seemingly acting as a devil’s advocate in the matter. 
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The Philatelist 1868 …



Stamp Auction Catalogues⏐ 25 June 2024 ⏐ Karl Louis FRPSL & Jonas Hällström RDP FRPSL 10

… The Philatelist 1868
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10 April 1869

o In the mid-1860s, stamp collectors in Paris 
and New York had established stamp societies. 
However, these were very short-lived. 

o London was the main centre of stamp 
collecting in the UK and from the early 1860s 
the most notable collectors had been in the 
habit of meeting on Saturday afternoons. 

o By 1867 letters had begun to appear in The 
Stamp Collectors’ Magazine and The 
Philatelist, agitating for the formation of an 
English society. The following year, 
Pemberton wrote to both magazines extolling 
the virtues of the idea and advising that he 
was ‘ready to do everything in my power to 
assist’. 

o On 10 April 1869, the Philatelic Society, 
London, was established.



Stamp Auction Catalogues⏐ 25 June 2024 ⏐ Karl Louis FRPSL & Jonas Hällström RDP FRPSL 12

The Reading of the First Paper

o At the first Annual General Meeting of the Philatelic Society, London, held at 36 
Great George Street, Westminster, William E. Hayns’ (Honorary Secretary) 
private house, on 29 May, 1869:

✓ The President (1869-1878), Sir Daniel Cooper read a paper on The Earliest 
Sydney Stamps (the embossed envelope stamps for City delivery) and Proofs 
of Sydney Views

✓ The Honorary Secretary (1869-1875), William E. Haynes, then read a paper 
on A new Russian Local Stamp, namely the 5k. Borovichi of 1868

Sir Daniel Cooper (1821-1902) 

A ’Father of Philately’ and founder of the Society 

in 1869, he was President for 8 years.                     

He emigrated to Australia at the age of 22 and on 

his return to the UK he quickly amassed a superb 

collection, especially of Australia. 

William E. Hayns (Unknown)

He was an engineer, but no further biographical 

details are known; however, his house at               

36 Great George Street, Westminster, hosted         

9 of the Society’s meetings in 1869-1870.

Sydney Views

The world’s first pictorial postage stamps.

5k. Borovichi of 1868
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§3 : Stamp Auction Catalogues

A retrospective

Augmented by data from Brian Birch’s files and references.
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John Walter Scott (1845–1919)

It is well known that John Walter Scott was
responsible for the first ever auctions devoted
to philately in both America and the UK, in
1870 and 1872 respectively.

All things considered, 1870 is an early date for
an auction dedicated to a hobby which had
only become widespread a decade or so
earlier. The following data has been culled
from Edward Denny Bacon (1860-1938)
wonderful Crawford Catalogue.
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List of First Dedicated Auction Sales of Stamps by Country

Ref. Brian Birch in ”A Bibliography and Saga of Name Sales and Important Collections Sold in Public 1907-2020”.
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The Earl of Crawford Library Documents

o Fortunately, there is in existence a virtually complete collection 
of early philatelic auction catalogues that were bequeathed to 
the British Museum by the Earl of Crawford (1847-1913) as part 
of his library, which are now to be found in the British Library. 

o Available online.

https://www.rpsl.org.uk/Links/BL-Crawford-List
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United Kingdom

o In 1872, having held four auctions in America, Scott tried his luck in

London, which was probably the most important stamp trading centre in

the world at that time.

o On the 18th March, Scott’s 5th sale was conducted by the well-known

auctioneers, Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge.

o Containing 243 lots, the sale realised the impressive total of £252 17s. 6d

($1,263.88).

o The realisation could well have been greater but for the fact that Scott

bid on his own material, putting many of the attendees off bidding.

Scott’s First Auction in the United Kingdom 

Courtesy of the Royal Philatelic Society London.
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The First Illustrated Catalogue

o From a careful study of every entry in the auction catalogues section

of the Crawford Catalogue, it would appear that the first illustrated

catalogue was produced by the Scott Stamp & Coin Company for its

sale of 12th & 13th April 1886, which contained a single plate of

illustrations.

The First Illustrated Auction Catalogue

Courtesy of the American Philatelic Research Library. 
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UK – The First Illustrated Catalogue

o Although other American companies

soon followed suit, it would appear

that it was not until the 19th February

1894 that Ventom, Bull & Cooper

produced the first illustrated cata-

logue in the UK for their 38th Sale.

The First British Illustrated Auction Catalogue

Courtesy of the American Philatelic Research Library. 
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”Naked” Facts

1860 – 1910

The stamp described with face value, colour, postmark and 
a general quality statement (‚fine‘) 

and the number of stamps contained in a lot.
.
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1860      1910

Early auctions catalogues reflected
this way of collecting.
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Examples



Stamp Auction Catalogues⏐ 25 June 2024 ⏐ Karl Louis FRPSL & Jonas Hällström RDP FRPSL 23

The 1840, 2d. blue „Mackay“ block of 84 splitted in 1900 and 1901 and offered on auctions
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The 1840, 2d. blue „Mackay“ block of 84 splitted in 1900 and 1901 and offered on auctions
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Examples

1899 
The Dublin Find

Left: The 1899 Dublin Find.
Lot #21 from the Plumridge auction 8–9 December 1901.
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First Name Collection Sold

o Interestingly, given France’s late start in the philatelic auction

business, we must turn to Paris for the first sale of a collection

whose owner can be identified: Josef W. Elb. *

o He died in Paris on the 4th November 1865 at the early age of 48

and his entire estate including his stamps were sold at auction in

the Hotel Druot on the 29th December 1865 using the initials M.

E... [Monsieur Elb] His stamps realised 800 Francs.

* Born in Dresden in 1817 and originally a journalist and translator

who moved to Paris, France in 1849. He augmented his income by

dealing in postage stamps as a “Traveller” working for the dealer

Pierre Marie Mahé (1833-1913). In this role, he took selections of

stamps on consignment from Mahé and travelled round selling them

to the dealers and collectors he knew, returning to Mahé for

replacements when his consignment ran low.

Pierre Marie Mahé (1833-1913)
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The First Name Sale

1. The first collector to have a name auction sale is de Coppet, sold by

the J. W. Scott Company over eight days from the 3rd to 26th April

1893, the Francis de Coppet collection was by far the most

important and valuable to have been dispersed by auction up to that

time.

2. In the Royal’s Library of Scott’s London sales, a copy of his second

London sale exists. It is the sale of a collection belonging to the late

M. Clausius – i.e. evidently a named sale. As it was only the second

sale in the UK, it must be the earliest named British sale.
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The First Double Page of a Lot

Lot #198 in Plumridge & Co. Sale 5–

6 December 1918 (the stamp is now 

in The Royal Philatelic Collection),
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A Recent Double Page : – ”Our House Style”
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”Our House Style”

”The Louis & Michelson Auction 

Lot Presentation Concept”

When Karl Louis & Dieter Michelson bought the Corinphila/Köhler group in 
2012 together with Erivan Haub (1932–2018), they analysed the stamp market. 
The question to be answered: What was, still is and what will 
be the driving force of stamp collecting?
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The House Style : Designing a Page in the Stamp Auction Catalogue 
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The House Style : Designing a Page in the Stamp Auction Catalogue 
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The House Style : Designing a Page in the Stamp Auction Catalogue 
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The House Style : Designing a Page in the Stamp Auction Catalogue 
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The House Style : Designing a Page in the Stamp Auction Catalogue 
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The Karl Louis Card Index

Click on the image for the VIDEO,

https://corinphila.ch/en/great-britain-card-index/
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The House Style : The Result and its Effects

Hammer 
CHF 3,000 

(GBP 2,550)
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The Karl Louis Card Index
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The Karl Louis Card Index
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§4 : Context (2) Going Forward

The first 20 years of collecting (1860’s to 1880’s)

A hobby for an intellectual elite

Since year 2000 or so … 

A hobby for an intellectual elite (again)

An new battle in philately

For about 100+ years (1880’s to 2000’s) the hobby was a people's movement
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In Summary

1. Deluxe auction catalogues with high

quality colour illustrations of virtually

every item, integrated into the lotting text

are a relatively modern innovation.

2. For the first hundred years or so, the best

that could be hoped for was occasional

black and white photographic plates,

generally containing as many stamps as

could be crammed on and often of

indifferent quality. However, even this

was a marked improvement on the very

earliest catalogues which relied solely on

the imprecise and often optimistic

written descriptions.

The First Single Owner Sale in 
its Hard Bound Presentation
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21st Century – Way of Collecting
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21st Century – Way of Collecting
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21st Century – Way of Collecting
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The Sixth Wave : Scott Trepel / Siegel Auction Galleries
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The House Style : The Result and its Effects
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The House Style : The Result and its Effects



Stamp Auction Catalogues⏐ 25 June 2024 ⏐ Karl Louis FRPSL & Jonas Hällström RDP FRPSL 48

The Gross Sales : 2018 – 2024

The Best Stamp Auction Catalogues Ever Made!
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The Sixth Wave : The Gross Sales
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The Sixth Wave : A Design Concept
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The Sixth Wave : A Design Concept
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The Sixth Wave : A Design Concept
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The Sixth Wave : A Design Concept
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The House Style

We are a Network

We are robust

We are traditional

We want to make a difference

We are reliabale

We know that our Buyers of today 
are our Consignors of tomorrow.
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The InHouse VSC 8000 for Examinations
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ProFi (The Provenance Finder)
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The Karl Louis Card Index
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The Auction Event Week : A LIVE Performance
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The LIVE AUCTION Performance

The Webcam
Percpective

ONLINE
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Scale of Assymetries in the Industry

1. Descriptions 

2. Provenances

3. References

4. Expertification

5. Catalogue Presentations

6. ONLINE Presentations

7. Advertising of Sales

8. Newsletter Communication

9. Shipping and Distribution of Catalogues

10.LIVE AUCTION Performanc

11. Condition of Sales

12.Payment Conditions

13.Payout Conditions

”Buyers of today are our 
Consignors of tomorrow”

An assymetry in the rights of the buyer
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§5 : What did we want to say?
Content

The nineteenth century and their auction catalogues through to present concepts and the outlook going forward.

o Business as usual by implementing new concepts in traditional formats. 

o We believe in printed presentations and physical formats

Mission

When the first dedicated auction sales of stamps took place in the 1870s there was no alternative to the printed 

catalogue. Today, alternatives are available and we will look at the differences in printed and digital presentations of 

auctions and the implications for both the trade and the collector. The presentation will cover philatelic aspects and 

business perspectives.

o The philatelic industry today is ”assymetric” : What you believe is the same offers are not the same in any 

regards!

Paradigm*

The paradigm is our own subjective perspectives.

o We open up and invite for dialogue and discussion
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What’s it all about: GOING GOING SOLD!
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We will remain to be conservative

The past is our future and the future is right now
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