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Marten Sundberg and Tomas Bjéringer have a
shared interest in philatelic literature.
(Photo: Jonas Hallstrom)

As a grandson of Harry Wennberg, Tomas
Bjéaringer RDP Hon FRPSL was born with
philately in his blood.

Tomas Bjaringer has had a successful career as
exhibitor and lecturer on Swedish philately. He
is co-author of two major works on the topic:
Swedish Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations
1855-1895 (1986) and Sweden Number One
| The Three Skilling Banco (2005). He has an
important philatelic library and is a member of
the expert committee of The Royal Philatelic
Society London.

Marten Sundberg FRPSL worked for 40 years
as a reporter and editor at a local newspaper
in the Aland Islands. Philatelic articles by him
have been published in journals in Finland,
Sweden, Germany and the Netherlands. In
the exhibition catalogue for STOCKHOLMIA
2019 he wrote the key article “The Centre
of the Philatelic World” on the daily life at
The Royal Philatelic Society London. He is
a researcher of philatelic history rather than a
stamp collector.

Back cover illustrations:

Four sheets with sixteen oval issue téte-
béche items exhibited by Agathon Fabergé
in Helsinki in 1928, and portraits of famous
owners of téte-béches.
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TETE-BECHE

Rarities from the Oval Issue of Finland

Marten Sundberg FRPSL

TETE-BECHE

Rarities from the Oval Issue of Finland

This work tells the stories of the rare téte-
béches of the oval issue of Finland 18561858,
rarities which are highly prized by philatelists
the world over. Appreciation of these rarities
arose at a relatively late date, but amongst
the former and present owners are many of
the most acclaimed collectors in the history
of philately including Agathon Fabergé,
Philippe de Ferrari, Arthur Hind, Théodore
Champion, Alfred F. Lichtenstein, Alfred H.
Caspary, Alphonse Mayer von Rothschild, HM
King Carol II, Maurice Burrus, Leo Linder,
Rolf Gummesson, Hiroyuki Kanai, Christian
Sundman, Gustaf Douglas, Luis Alemany
Indarte and William H. Gross (all depicted
on the back cover). Collections of classic
Finland with téte-béches have been awarded
Grand Prix at international exhibitions on eight
occasions.

Each of the sixty-eight recorded téte-béche
items is presented with a comprehensive
biography including provenance. Four
previously unlisted items have been added,
but more thrilling is the story of the items that
have been dismissed from previous listings.
With the help of Leo Linder’s reference
archive earlier recorded items that obviously
were fakes are detected.

One hundred and four owners are presented
in short biographies. One chapter deals with
collectors who reportedly owned téte-béches,
but the relevant individual items could not be
identified. Reprints and forgeries of téte-béches
are described, as well as reconstructions of
large téte-béche blocks.

Agathon Fabergé claimed to know that all
unused téte-béche blocks came from the same
source, and that a dealer divided full sheets
that he had bought. The book presents a chain
of circumstantial evidence that suggests who
this dealer was.

A comprehensive index of 20 pages helps the
reader find relevant information.

Front cover illustrations:
Téte-béche pairs SKS-10, 10K-12 and
5KL-04.
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New Book Launch

Prospect & Invitation to Subscribe

The Publications Committee of The Royal Philatelic Society London, cordially invite you to
subsribe on the new book to be launched in the near future.

TETE-BECHE

Rarities from the Oval Issue of Finland

The authors and their book are herewith presented, together with the scope of the book
and its sale information. This book is not only an achievement in its performances, but also
unusual in its presentation with the binding and its slipcase which are both hand-crafted in
leather. The edition is only 100. This invitation advertises the sale of this book on a first to
come basis. Purchases are limited to one book per person. All books will be dispatched
from the printer in Sweden, directly to the buyer.

Price « RPSL Members £290 « Non-Members £320

Shipping costs: Sweden £20 « Europe £50 « Rest of the world £65

Orders should be placed online at https://www.rpsl.org.uk/Publications, or by using the
subscription form attached, to be sent to the Society’s office. Orders will be confirmed upon
receipt of payment. Subscribers’ name will be listed on the book’s second title page.

The Royal Philatelic Society London ¢ 15 Abchurch Lane « EC4N 2BW « London
E-mail: adminsecretary@rpsl.org.uk



Jonas Hallstrém
RDP FRPSL

A masterpiece in its completion, its
importance, and its beauty too

In retrospect, addressing philatelic importance, we know that the most
prominent philatelists are compliant with having one thing in common:
they seek for certain criterion of attraction connected with the stamp
issues they commit to. Very often, such stamp issues are of provisional
status, and/or primitive design. Finland was early to implement uniform
postal rates in 1845, with corresponding postal stationery stamped
envelopes. However, Finland was relatively late in 1856 to issue their
first stamps. The 1856 adhesives are of oval design, primitively printed
and manufactured, and supplied in very low quantities. They were
hand-printed one by one in a process causing téte-béche positions. All
these facets of Finland’s first adhesives make them philatelically
important, and they have attracted many prominent philatelists, and the
authors to this book too.

The authors, Tomas Bjdringer RDP Hon. FRPSL and Marten Sundberg
FRPSL, have many things in common. They are fascinated by the history
of philately generally, of philatelic provenances and legends, of census
registrations, and not least to connect all their fascinations in philately
into this one publication. They are also very passionate members of The
Royal Philatelic Society London. However, their most common
practice relates to the classic Finland oval design adhesives, and their
téte-béches, and here we are in this book. This book is a complete
census of all recorded téte-béches, a complete volume of all their
recorded provenances, and a complete biographic census of everything
known to date being published about the téte-béches.

The Royal Philatelic Society London as the most prestigious
philatelic publisher in the world, is the publisher of this work too.
Addressing this masterpiece in its completion, its importance, and its
beauty too, the format on which it is published follows a tradition from
Tomas Bjéringer’s previous philatelic authorships. The book is
published in 100 + 12 and offered on pre-subscription only. The binding
and its slipcase are hand-crafted and conclude what this book is about:
an important monograph, reflected by its perfectionism in performance,
and its final presentation addressing philatelic connoisseurs, and
philatelic bibliophiles.

I want to congratulate the authors to have accomplished their mission.
At this final presentation, it all proves to have been worth the efforts. I
thank you for the education the book gives, and its reference to further
exploration not only into the téte-béches, but also deriving the roots to
how our hobby has evolved through history, including our hobby’s
many prominent characters.

/m//z//%

Jonas Hillstrom RDP FRPSL
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5 Kopek ¢ Small Pearls ¢ Blue

Fig. 3.1.01-1.
-20-

Chapter 3.1 Biographies of Téte-béches - 5 Kopek « Small Pearls » Blue

*Block of four, blue, unused.

+On the reverse, the red
‘FABERGE’ mark is on
each stamp.

* Pencil notations ‘Mertens I’ and
‘pdyx-K / Rob F / Mertens /
Samlung 07’ in Fabergé’s
recognisable handwriting. !

+Also in pencil in a different
handwriting ‘Scheindling’.?

[=—iietn -
Fig. 3.1.01-2a+b+c+d+e.

Provenance

1890s Scheindling, Albert>

1890s — 1900 Castle, Marcellus Purnell

1900 - 1906 Mann, William Woodham

1906 - 1907 Mertens, Robert Fedorowitsch

1907 - 1940 Fabergé, Agathon

1940 - 1966 Lichtenstein, Alfred F. / Boyd Dale, Louise

1967 - 1972 Amundsen, Lars

1972 - 2005 Kanai, Hiroyuki*

2005 - Philatelic Culture Museum, Kobe, Japan*
References

1906 Phillips Charles J.: Notes and News, Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal, Vol. 16 No. 189, 31 March
1906, pp. 180-182.

“I have priced the following books since the last announcement. [...]

FINLAND.

This is an exceptionally strong book and one to which Mr. Castle gave a great deal of attention. [...]
Amongst the rare things we draw attention to-The issue of 1856, small pearl in the post-horn, 5 kop. blue, a
mint block of four printed téte-béche [...] 10 kop., rose, a superb block of six, with the stamps printed féte-
béche, with full gum [10K-01]...%

1. Agathon Fabergé had the habit of making notes on the reverse of items that he bought. He usually wrote the price
paid in code, also the month and year of purchase and the name of the seller, but not always all of these facts. The red
handstamp mark is actually in two lines and reads FERRARI/FABERGE (the accent over the letter E gradually faded with
use). It must have been made to mark the Zemstvo stamps that Fabergé bought at the Ferrari auctions. On Finland stamps
only the lower part of the handstamp was used. Zbigniew S. Mikulski RDP FRPSL (1925-2017), the eminent collector of
Russia, deciphered the code for price paid: p=1, =2, 7=3, e=4, d=5, m=6, i=7, a=8, t=9, y=0 (Mikulski Zbigniew S.:
Agathon Fabergs, fra gioiellei ¢ francobolli, 7/ Collezionista, No. 7-8 2005, pp. 32-35). On some items there is also

an “x” in conjunction with the price code. It is unknown what it represents. “Rob F” stands for Robert Fedorowitsch.

2. ‘We interpret the signature on the reverse as Scheindling and presume that it is the dealer and collector Albert
Scheindling of Libau in Russia (today Liepaja in Latvia). See Chapter 7.
3. InKanai’s write up it says “Ex Ferrari — Fabergé — Caspary — Lichtenstein — Amundsen”, but neither Ferrari nor

Caspary ever owned this block.

4. The museum was founded by Hiroyuki Kanai. (Footnote § is on the next page)
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Chapter 9
Biographies of Owners

Akselin, Mikko (b, 1969), Finland
Keski-Suomen Filatelistiseura, SF
Mikko Aksclin, an

entreprencur from

Jyvaskyli, is chairman
of the board of his own
financial management
company. He has a

degree in economics. He
is interested in Finnish
classical philately and
its specialties, such as
wte-biches of different
issues, of which he has
almost 40 different {at
the time of writing, June 2021).

Téte-béches: 5KS-12, 10K-18, SKL-0&.

Fig. 1.

Alemany Indarte, Luis (1940-2020), Spain

RPSL 1993, FRPSL 2011

Architect Luis Alemany Indarte followed the example
af his father, who had been responsible for planning
big construction projects for many decades, and was

Fig. 9-2. s Alemany Indarie at NORDIA 2001 in
Jyviiskyln Finland. He exhibited in Honorary Class.

responsible for the construction of Madrid’s AZCA
business center and the Santingo Bermabéu Stadium.
His collections of Spain, Argentina and Brazil won
six Grand Prix in FIP exhibitions between 1991 and
2017, Alemany started collecting Finland in 2000

Chagter # - Bingraphics of {reners

HM King Carol
RPSL 1948, FRP!
HM King Carol Il of
Remania was a grand-
son of HRH Prince
Alfred, Duke of Edin-
burgh (1844 1900), the
first Honorary Presidemt
of The Philatelic
Society, London, from
1890 until his death.

“It will be a pleasure
for me to find an
oeeasion Lo show my
fellow members picces
of my collection and 1o il somehow o the
=0 very interesting work of the Society” King Carol
wrote o The Royal Philatelic Society London wpon
his election as o Fellow. '

At LONDON 1950 King Carol exhibited a
spectacular array of “Moldavian Bull's Heads™.
Prior to the exhibition he was invited to The Royal
Philatelic Society London on 27 April 1950 to give a
paper and a display on the *First issue of Maldavia®,
The paper was read by the President of the Society,
Herbert Weston Edmunds {1881-1954), since the
King and his collection had been delayed

Harmer, Rooke in New York sold pans of the
collection in 1951 (see p. 41, footnote 1), but the
Moldavian collection was stolen from his widow.*

The remainder of the collection was for some
reason stored in a couple of railway carriages in
Mexico, The material was bought by Nestor Jacob and
his company Filatelia Hobby in Madrid, probably in
the early 19705, Nestor Jacob sald a lot of items from
King Carol's collection at his auctions, but he revealed
the origin of the material on very few ocensions, La
Galeria Filarética de Bareelona sold the remainder of

(1893-1953), Romania
1949

Fig. 3-8,

1. Giilben-Lodge L, 1.: The Honorary Secretary’s Page,
The Lowden Philateliss, Vol, 38 No. 685, Dec. 1949, p, 205,
2. Sassower Gabricl: King Carol’s Moldavian Balls, The
Landon Philatelist, Vol 116 No, 1342, Tanuary—February
07, p. 27.

3. Information from German Baschwite, from 1970 par
wwmer and evertunlly the sole owner of Filstelia Hobby,
provided by Claes Amrup of Postiljonen in Sweden,
anl from Eduardo Escalada reest, provided by Vincent
Schouberechls.

4. David Feldman, Auction catalogine: Sweden
“Treskillimg™ Yelfow Unigue Eror of Colonr, 22 May
210, p. 11,

Caspary, Alfred Henry (1877-1958), USA

CONY 1896, RPSL 1921, FRPSL 1923, AdPc 1948,
RDP 1953

At twenty-one Caspary
became the youngest
member of the New
York Stock Exchange
and formed the Wall
Street investment firm
of AH. Caspary & Co,
This firm became one
of the most important
financial houses in New
York and survived the
stock market crash in
1929,

Alfred H, Caspary’s eollection of classic stamps
wits well-known throughout the world for the superh
quality ofits many rarities. He was specially noted for
his knowledge of Hawaii and the USA_ and his advice
and opinions were widely sought afier. The Caspary
collection contained only one stamp produced after
1900: the one cent 1M1 Pan American issue with
inverted center.

Caspary was a founder of the Colleciors Club and

Fig, 99,
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Chapter 6
Reconstruction of Large
Téte-béche Units

As we can see in the extract below [Fig. 6-1] from an article by Agathon Fabergé he claimed that all
unused blocks of 5 kopek with small pearls and 10 kopek come from the Paul Wahl company in Warkaus. '
Large units of both 5 and 10 kopek unused téte-béches can be fairly well reconstructed with use of the
available photos and scans. There are some discrepancies in the matching of the margins, but a perfect match
cannot be expected without the originals at hand and without being sure that they are in the same state as
when they were divided some 125 years ago. Differences of colour, as in the Photoshop reconstructions on
the next page, are unavoidable if all the original items are not photographed or scanned with the same device.

| Agathon Fabergé wrote in 1932: Of blocks, i.

' béches, I know a few unused blocks of four of the 5
\ Kop. with small pearls, and 10 Kop., and of the latter
1 as the largest piece a block of six. Of used pieces are
\ known to me only one, with the big circular Helsingfors-
1 postmark cancelled on 2. 8. 1858, block of four of the
\ 10 Kop. stamp.

I Ialso can establish that all unused blocks of 5 Kop.
1 with small pearls and 10 Kop. (only pale-rose) come
1 from the company Paul Wahl in Warkaus. About 35
| years ago on the occasion of a reconstruction in the
1 Viborg company office a mumber of these stamps were
'

'

'

'

'

'

'

!

'

'

'

'

'

'

'

'

found and sold to a stamp collector; who was also a
dealer. He divided the sheets immediately to get rid of
them faster and easier and to make money; it was a
time when collectors were not yet accustomed to invest
larger sums for individual rarities, and also they did
not yet understand that old classic stamps in beautiful Fig. 6-1. Agathon Fabergé’s three part article was
large blocks deserve a far higher valuation than smaller written in German.

pieces. Even today you can still sometimes find that

the value of blocks is calculated by multiplying the number of items by their individual value! Due to the lack of
philatelic awareness by the dealer not one single original sheet exists anymore. — Blocks of the 5 kopek with large
pearls I have never seen. (translated from German, ed.).

I. Fabergé Agathon: “Dic Ovalmarken von Finnland” (The Oval Stamps of Finland), Studier och Meddelanden,
No. 2, May 1932, pp. 25-29.

-402 -

Chapter 6 - Reconstruction of Large Tete-béche Units

Fig. 6-2. 5KS-09 + 5KS-04 + 5KS-01 + 5KS-10. If these items once

were part of a full sheet (two rows with ten stamps in each row) there
are four stamps missing in the upper row, and three in the lower. For

example a horizontal pair in the upper row to the left, a single stamp

below, and a téte-béche pair (that have been lost) or two singles to the
right. One can also think that the unit above should be turned upside-
down and then we can imagine a margin téte-béche pair to the left. Of
course, this reasoning is just mind games. Agathon Fabergé’s wording

die bogen (the sheets) and existiert nun kein einziger Originalbogen
mehr (not one single original sheet exists anymore) suggests that the 3
Paul Wahl find really consisted of full sheets. ==

Fig. 6-3.
Theoretically
SKS-11 could have
been part of any of
the units, but unlike
other unused
SKS-items, the
position of the
ovals are almost
symmetrical.

Fig. 6-4. 5KS-05 + 5K8-03 + SKS-08 + 5KS-07 + 5KS-02. SKS-08 + SKS-07 was the block of four SKS-06 until the
1940s. We chose to depict the pairs since there is no photo in colour of the block of four.

Fig. 6-5. 10K-06 + 10K-08 + 10K-09 + 10K-02 + 10K-03 +
10K-10. 10K-02 + 10K-03 formed the block of six
10K-01, which was divided sometime between October
1967 and September 1969. When we are to assess Fabergé’s
credibility regarding the Paul Wahl story it is very important to

bear in mind that he was the owner of both 5KS-01 and 10K-01. -
On the reverse of both (in the latter case now on 10K-02) we Fig. 6-6. On the reverse of 5KS-01 are traces of

find the the signature *Scheindling in pencil. That can be the a hinge upon the signature *Scheindling’. The
explanation for Fabergé’s insights in the deal with the shects, hinge was placed as Fabergé would have done

which we delve into in the next chapter. it. See the text at the bottom of next page.
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Ly IPVID 84, Petershurg - Sckion o I the collection in its :.scmnd mlern_imﬂnul auction in The nllﬂltllc.medmm\’“. bul.h in New Yerl_i. and he
FF - Frimirkssamlarfeeningen i Finkand Internationalen Philatelisten Vereins “Drusen” | February 1987, The Finland collection was exchanged  served on their Expen Committee. He was indwcted
[ (Stamp Colleciors Association of Finkand) RSIFY = Russische Sektion des Deutschen [ for a collection of the Philippine: adeal wheretwo 10 the APS Hall of Fame in 1977, He exhibited only
1 HE e i 4 ' <
3 HFF = Hebiirglors Frinkssanlare 3 hilaselisscn-Verhandes, St. Pecershury, ' philaelists from the LUSA were involved. ' in New York and always hors concowrs, He used
' (Helsinks Stamp Collectons Association) AGP = I Académie de Philatélie member) ' 2 & Ay et M : St K e : o Pl -l 4
| 8F = Sucemen Filaelistiseura (Finnish Philstelic Society) AdPe = I"Académic de Philaélie (comesponding member) 1 ABREE Solifoe #ays diat Nestor facob baught K'.“L_ the preutonyer ‘Recifics’ when Tare slanps (o
! (RIPSL~ The Philaselic Sosiety, Landon FIP = Fedération Imemationale de Phitatclic ] Carol u?ulerml already in :!m 19505, not nccess.mly .thnd items) fm his C(\“L'C.Iml.l were |11usll:|!ed
+ RPSL = The Royal Phi Landan FEPA = Federation of hilatelse Associations ' comradiening the information above: “When Carol  in Life Magazine in 1954, The individual 16 awection
y FRPSL = Fellow of The Roval Philatelic Sockety London APS = American Phitse 4 lost his throne during World War [I. his stamp  catalogues by H. R. Harmer, Inc. during 1955-58,
Ko FRFAL = Fioavrauy. Filyor S Tha Rigal B = Seandinavim Collectng Club i collection followed him into exile, and provided him  contained 13,540 lots and were bound in three volumes
Philatelic Society London CONY = Callectors Club, New York ' it R o 1A sesb AP BRI it i e AT R D ol s iy
4 L= The Landon Philaselist * = The first & appears i the membership rlls that ! with funds For the rest of his ife I < much ofitwas - at the end of the sales, prepared 1o be major reference
1 RDF = Roll of Distguished Philsclists the American Phitaselic Rescarch Library bas for the Colleciors 1 sold to Nestor Jacob of the [Filatelia] Galvez firm  sources for philatelic scholars, Finland was sold in sale
| BRA British Philasclic Association Chubof New Yark, However, the Tist is not complate. CONY's : {Madrid) in the carly 19508, 11, in 1937, in 86 lots including his four téie-blches,
1 IPVD = Intemationales Philatelisten-Versin Dresden awn nsembership database is not complete either. H Téte-biche: 5K5-04, Téte-béches: 5K5-03, 10K-05, 10K-14, SKL-09,
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Association of British Philatelic Societies: 459

Index A. Thiele & Comp. 17

Auctions and private treaty with téte-béches

Topics

Auctions and private treaty with téte-béches pp. 476-477.
References only to the specific sales. In the main index
are listed all references to auction companies, dealers etc.
Note, for example ‘Rudolf Siegel’ refers to the company,
“Siegel, Rudolf” to the person.

Certificates p. 477.

Exhibitions / Exhibition catalogues pp. 478-480.
Owners of téte-béches pp. 483-485. Also societies and
museums which own or have owned téte-béches, e.g.
‘Helsingfors Frimirkssamlare Forening. Included are also
two entries closely related to Agathon Fabergé.
Pseudonyms p. 485.

Publications pp. 485-490. Included even if the exact title

is not on the page in question. E.g. ‘the Linder 1956 book’
is indexed as Finlands Ovalmdrken / Suomen Soikiomerkit.
Téte-béches pp. 491-492.
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Aarne, Johan Victor: 430

I'Académie de Philatélie (AdP, AdP.c): 420-424, 442-444

Académie de Philatélie Belgium: 267

Adams, H. C. V. (Herbert Charles Vasall): 467

AH. Caspary & Co.: 423

Ahman, Sven: 23, 134
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Akademie der Wissenschaften in Wien: 438

Akerblom, Raine

Akerstedt, Sven: xviii, 133, 146, 227, 310, 329

Alands Frimirkssamlarforening: xx, 444

Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award: 436, 439, 442,
456

Alfred, Prince, Duke of Edinburgh: 7, 423

American Philatelic Association: 459

American Philatelic Research Library: 420, 449, 453

American Philatelic Society (APS): 23, 134, 420, 423,
441-443, 449, 460, 465

APS Hall of Fame: 423, 441, 442, 449, 460

Amrhein, Manfred: 11,12

Andersen, Svein H.: 389

Ankarcrona, Gustaf: 283
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Arthur V Jacob Cup: 452

A.S. Popov Central Museum of Communications: 429

Association Internationale des Experts en Philatélie
(AIEP): 87,97, 127,177, 237, 299
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Dorotheum (Vienna): 81, 180
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Harmer, H. R. (London): 22, 43, 58, 67, 74, 96, 122,
132, 164, 169, 200, 239, 251, 256, 294, 337, 342,
351, 356, 369, 385
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Harry Wennberg (Stockholm, private treaty): 74, 169

Heinrich Kohler (Berlin): 34, 115, 156, 180, 261, 262,
288, 326
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Karelia Stamps, Merkki-Albert (Helsinki): 321

Keriilyuutiset / Mikko Ossa (Kokemiiki, mail bid sales,
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