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BOYS' DEPARTMENT.

Surpassing Packets.

Every bLeginning is hard, So it is with
stamp collecting. The boy who tries to
collect his flrst 500 stamps singly will soon
become tired; he will also flund that it takes
more of his pocket money than he at first
realized. T'o muke your beginning easy we
have done all the work and have made up
our different packets as follows:

Packet 1 contair s 100 different stamps, price 10¢.

Packet 2 containg 100 different stamps, price 25¢.

a9 The above two packets are entirely different, no
two stamps alike, we sell the 200 stamps for only 30c.

Packet 3 contains 400 different stamgs from Eu-
rope; this packet forms the foundation to a
good collection, price $1.60.



STAMP COLLECTING

— AND —

HOW TO COLLECT.

TS

m: MY DEAR READER:
Nl 1 Have you ever had
an opportuunity to make
a collection of postage
stamps? No! Then you
have missed t/he most fus-
cinating pursuit in which
a boy ever engaged. You
say you have friends who
are collectors, but you
never tried it yourself?
Ah, yes, you probably
never had a chance to
From Indiu. look intothe subject, but
now that you have alittle spare time, we will
talk it over and then you willknow all about it.
T'he postage stamp at a first glance seems to
be a very insignificant thing, butin these days
that little one inch piece of paper is as power-
ful in its sphere as the greatest king on earth.
The postage stammp when properly attached
to a letter, will carry it safely to the utter-
most ends of the globe. The swiftest steam-
boats, the fastest railroads, the most enduring
animals are engaged to carry it. The most
perfect safeguards that human ingenuity can
devise are thrown about it, and life itself will
he sacrificed in order to protect the missives
Leuring that little stamp.




Packet 4 contains 100 different stamps, mostly
British Colonials (but no European or common
United States and Canada stamps), This packet
surpas<es everything in quality ; it has noequals.

g price b0c.

Packet 5 containg 200 different stamps from all
parts of the world (50 different countrles are
represented), a big step forward for the make-
up of a fine collection, price 1.

Packet 6 containg 100 different stamps, cotnpleting
many sets and filling spaces in your album Lere-
toforel ft blank, a very fine lot, price §2.

Above six packets, containing 1,000 stam ps, bought
together fur only %5, and as a premium with the lot
we will send you a copy of ** OUR CATALOGUE."

Boys can make 25 per week by buying
these packets and retailing the stamps to
their friends at one-half catalogue price.

In order to know the correet value of
stamps you should procure a copy of “ Qur
Catalogue,” price 50 cents, handsomely
bound in cloth, und which is so simple and
plain that every bhoy can understand and
learn all about his stamps.

Remember, if you want to surpass your
schoolmate’s collection and earn more
pocket money, you must always address

R. F. ALBRECHT & CO,,

90 Nassau Street,

NEW YORK.
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To send a letter to
China through any other
medium than by a stamp
would cost many, many
dollars, but by attaching
this little piece of paper
it will go anvwhere for a
few cents, while the power
of governments will be
lent it for protection.
Isn’t it & wonderful lit!le thing when we look
at it right?

Where is the boy who would not like to
travel over the whole earth, gathering and
keeping from each country, something which
belonged to each place? Few of us can travel
thus, but at a small expense we can collect the
stamps from every clime, each hearingitsown
distinctive picture or wording. and forming
when together, an exhibition pleasing to the
eye, instructive to the mind, and descriptive
of t(;le far away lands of which we delight to
read.

A collection of postage stamps differs in an

S escential point from any
other collection. Were
vou to collect minerals.
coins, butterflies or any
thing else. it would re
guire large space in which
to keep them, but your
stamps are all mounted in
one book. and a few mo-
ments is all that is neces-
From Persla.  gary to find any country

AS AN INSTRUCTOR.

A collection of postage stamps will impart
more knowledge to a boy in one week than Le
will get from his school books in many
months, and do you ask why ?

Because his collection is his toy, and all the
knowledge he can gain from it is taken as a
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WILL BE PLEASED TO SEND
STAMPS ON APPROVAL.

We have on hand a fine series of Approval Sheets.
To collectors wbo are known to us, or on 1eceipt of
satisfactory reference, we shall be pleased to :end
selections on approval. To ruit the requirements of
advanced collectors, we are prepared to send small
classified books, each contrining the stamps of one or
more countries, which can al o Le sent to responsible
correspondents. State what countries you wish to
complete and we will be happy to meet your wants,

All stamps are marked at the lowest remunerative
prices at which genulne stamps in goo | condition can
be sold.

Rurities are always marked pet: on cormmmon goods,
we allow from 27-40 per cent. discount on purchases
amountiug to $1.00 or above. No discount allowed on
purchases under $1.00.

Approval Jots cannot be made up to order, but want
lists are filled according to prices in Otk CATALOGUE.

Nearly 2,000 collectors increase their collictions by
regularly buying from our approval lote, which always
give great satisfaction, becaurse the stamps are attrac-
tive'y mounted and all stamps are choice picked
specimens; no damaged or commoun continental
stamps are ever put on our sheets. As the approval
sheet business {8 open to a grent many rieks, we hope
that all who receive our approval lots will take great
care of them, and return within tbe time allowed (ten
days). also to be very careful that no stamp is mis-
placed or removed unless purchased,

Beginners are advised to commence with a few good
packets, and then increase their collections by select-
ing from our approval lota or from our list of sets. It
will be found more economical to purchase sets than
single stamps, though of course a great many stamps
cannot be procured in sets, and such are generally to
be found on our sheets. Price lists for sets and pack-
ages sent {ree on application.



pleasure, whereas his books are considered a
task.

He will learn all he
can regarding his
stamps because he is
interestedd in them, and
1t is a pleasureto learn,
and learning obtained
in this manner is per-
manent.

Do you ask what can
be learned from post-
azestamps? More than
I could tell you in hours.

Nearly every new issue of postage stamps,
put out is issued for come reason. new king
on the throne; a revolution in progress; a cen-
t:unial of sorne great event; a jubilee. Of such
events the collector learns through his stamps.
‘I'his is history.

All civilized countries issue postage stamps,
and the collector becomes fumiliar with the lo-
eation of each place, its principal cities, its cli-
~«te, avea, and many other peoints regarding
each country. Thisis geography.

The styles of engraving, printing, kind of
paper. how perforateld. coats of arms, flags.
names of the rulers and great men on the
stamps, kinds of money u<ed. postal arrange-
ments between the diff 2rent countries, this is
general knowledge, in which the stamp col-
lector will find that he far excels his elders.

Ou the stamps of Egvpt we find the ancient
pyvramids, on Turkev the siar and crescent.
China and Japan with their hieroglyphics.
while England and her vast possessions portray
the face of their honored queen.

On the United States stamps are reen the
portraits of her great men from Washington to
Grant; on Spain we gaze at her baby king
The desiuns in fiet are so numerous as to pre-
~ent a panorama of notable facts, faces and
events in the world's history.




The Best Hinge in the Market

Albrecht’s Surpassing

STAMP = MOUNTS.

-t

THEY ARE

Better, 1 Than any other | 15c.

%tronger, Hinge

M%r,geer’ - offered, per

pwatle | But Gost | 1000.
-t

A hinge once attached to a stamp will
allow a replacing of the stamp in the album
at least ten times, and therefore our hinge
is

thau any other hinge or stam
CHEAPER mount i)tll the market. P

Send 15 cents for a trial package and you
will be convinced.

-t

R. F. ALBRECHT & CO.,
90 Nassau Street, - - New York,



AS A PASTIME.

The collecting of postage stamps, while
being one of the most elevating and instruet.
Ve pursuits,
is still onw
which seems
to eclipreo ev-
erything else
g mthe pleasure

TCAPE OF GOOD HOPL 42 %’t"'.'ﬁf} nf"}';:}”
From Afrita. niense growth
is the best proof of this assertion,

Postage stawmps were first ured about fifty
years ago, and since that time the number of
collecturs has increased, until vow they ure
numbered by the hundreds of thoucands,
there being inour country alone from fifty to
one hundred thourand.

‘I'he pursuitis so fascinating that thousands
have continued it from thew boyhood days
down through the prinie of life, and they are
more interested new than ever.

When a boy starts a stamp collection, he
finds the pleasure ro great. that he prefers it
to all other pastumes, and thousands could
testify to the absorbing interest it creates.

AS AN INVESTMENT.,

All things that give pleasure require the ex-
pending of a little money, and in most cases
this money ouce spent is gone forever. but in
stamp collecting it is different.

I'he stamps which you buy now and from
which you get ro much pleasure, five years
hence will prohably be
worth double their present
value. ‘I'hisis because new
stamps are issued and the
old ones are alwaysgetting
8carcer.

‘The set of stamps izsued
by the United States in
1870 could at that time be
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T he Best Catalogne ¢yer published in the
English Language

18

THE STANDARD AMERICAN CATALOGUE OF ALL
POSTAL ISSUES OF THE ENTIRE WORLD,

Known to all American Collectors as

"OURCATALOGUE”

Is a complete list of all stamps ever is-
sued by every country in the world
The stamps are described according to
watermarks, perforations and the differ-
ent varieties of cancellations, all priced
and 1llustrated so that the youngest or
least experienced person can instantly

learn the true value of any stamp.
600 Pages.

Bound in Cloth, 50 cents, post iree.
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bought for 25 cents, while the set is now
worth nearly »40. ‘I'housauds of other stamps
increase in the same way.

Many boys have formed collections and
yvears after have sold them {"»r much more
than they cost.

When a boy begius collecting, he will often
hunt up from old letters valuuble stamps
which he can either sell or trade for a large
number of others. His friends will obtam
stamps for him, and when he gets duplicates
he can trade them off for others, or by acting
as ageat for a stamp dealer he can earn enougt
money to pay for forming a fine collection.

Stamp collecting opens many ways in which
a boy can earn money. It makes him Lrighter
and gives him aknowledge of husiness methods
which is of great value to hin.

As an investment stamp
collecting gives better re-
turns than many a bank.
'} he few pennies paid here
and there for stamps are
not missed. but in a short
time the collection is worth
many dollars, and it ecan
be sold at any time.

From Japan.
Again, the many stamps
which a collector gets for | CENT

nothing. and those which he
obtains by trading. these
amount to more in value
than those which he buys.
Once having started, it is
surprising how fast a col-
lection will grow both in DAMUY PATIMUE
number and value. OUE VIt

People Who are Stamp Collectors.

Many think that all stamp collectors are
young boys, but this is a great mistake,
as thousands of middle aged and old men

BRITISH »




WE SELIL ONLY GENUINE

STAMPS!

EXAMINATION DEPARTMENT.

Terms for the examination of stamps
sent to ns for an opinion as to their
genuineness, 25 cents per dozen, cash
in advance; a minimum charge of 25
cents being made if less than twelve
stamps are sent; postage extra. The
stamps should be sent lightly fastened
on sheets, with sufficient space above
each stamp for the insertion of the de-
sired information.

The charge for marking the forgeries
in a collection in its entirety is at the
rate of $1 per 1,000 stamps examined,
the minimum fee being $1. Postage
estra.

If a correspondencs is desired a fee
of 25 cents will be charged for each
letter written by us.



are interested in the
pursuitand haveval.
uable collections.

Awong my own ac-
quaintances [ could
nime adozenlawyers
while baukers. mer-
chants, book keepers
and in fact every
branch of mercantile
life is represented,
these men finding
stamp collecting a
pleasing chanze for
their tired bralns. 7

In E gland more
than one member of
thenobility posse=ses
acollection.the Duke H. E. DEATS.
of Edinbutgzh | eing honorary president of THE
PHILATELIC SOCIETY of London,

In fact it is
only the better
class of peuple
who take to
stamp collect-
ing, there Leing
s0 uch ot his-
torical interest
about it that
those who fol-
low the pursuit
are ones inter-
e~ted in learn-
ing. Lawyers
i especially seem
totakotostamyp
collecting and

3 no profession is
E. DOEBLIN, more noted for
intellectual ability than this.

The American Philatelic Association —a
national society — has as its president Mr.
John K. Tiffany, a lawyer of St. Louis.




After you have read this
I 4.,;; little pamphlet ask your

-

o

-

“
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M| parents or guardian to read

it through also, it will
amuse them if you will tell

them that you are greatly interested
in stamps and would like to have
their assistance. They will not refuse
to aid you in this matter because it is
vour amusement and they will under-
stand the educational purpose of the
pursuit.

Call their special attention to the ad-

vertisement opposite page 8.

R. F. ALBRECHT & CO.,

90 Nassau Street, NEW YORK CITY.



HOW TO BEGIN A COLLECTION.

Now having seen what stamp collecting
really is, let us see how you would begin a col-
lection.

The first thing you need is 4 postage stamp
catalcgue, as this describes every postage
stamp that has been issued and if you have any
stamp you are 1n doubt abont, tfxe catalogue
will quickly enlighten you, as it shows pic-
tures of all stamps.

The price of the catalugue is only fifty
cents, and it car be had from the addre s on
back of this pamphlet.

THE STAMP ALBUM.

The next thing is a postage stamp album,
and these ure mude in all rizes and styles. to
suit from thesmallest to the lurgest collection

An album holding about
2,000 stamnps can Le bought
for fifteen cents, und from
this et they go to 25 cts.,
50cts., 5 ete. Albums at
thece prices are good for
Leginners. but they only
have a certain number of
L gpaces arnd do ot include
From Turkey. allstampsissued.

An album which has printed spaces for
every stamp ever issued, can le bought for
$1.50, or the rame album with Leautiful cloth
and gold covers costs $2.50.

Any of these albums we will forward on
receipt of the price.

These albums have the name of thecountry.
the date of issue, the value, and even a piet-
ure of the stamp in the spaces, o0 it is the
easiest thing in the world to place each stamp
in ite right place.




WE BUY STAMPS!

How could we sell if we did not buy?

If there are stored away in the garret,
under the roof or in the cellar, or some-
where in your house, some old letters
received years ago, look them over (cer-
tainly after getting permission to do
so!) and send them to us, we will pay
you the real market value, deducting
only a small percentage as our profit
for handling them.

If the stamps are still on the letters
don’t tear them off, but leave them just
as they are, because you might spoil
them, and many stamps are wanted by
advanced collectors on the letter to
prove their genuineness. I'or a find a
boy made Dby going through the old
business correspondence of his father
we were enabled to pay him $500.
Don’t you think it is worth the trouble?

Write to

R. F. ALBRECHT & CO.,

90 Nassau Street, NEW YORK.



SWEDEN.

Limited monarchy in north western Earope.
Popalation, 4690000, Ares, 170,974 square milea
First stampe issoed n 1855

Page of 25c. Album (reduced).




YOUNG FRIENDS!

Do you like our approval sheets? We
hope to please vou by sending only
good, clean and untorn stamps—do not
buy torn or damaged stamps simply be-
cause they are cheap, as you will not be
able to sell your collection if it consists
of stamps in bad condition. Any honest
boy can receive sheets from us and if
vou will recommend vour friends to us
we shall be pleased to send sheets to
them. The work connected with ap-
proval sheet business is so great that
we must expect a remittance of at least
25 cents from every lot sent out, so if
vou are not able to buy as much as that
at one time, try to reach this amount
by selling a few stamps from the sheet
to your friend collectors to make it
remunerative to us.

With best regards,

R. F. ALBRECHT & CO.



MOUNTING STAMPS.

Before you place any stamps in the album,
all the paper should be removed from the
backs of the stamps. ‘F'o do this, put them in
a cup of water and in a short time the paper
will come off, after which allow the <tamps to
dry.

The stamps are placed in the album by using
a small narrow strip of gummed paper about
this size:

This is called a ‘ hinge,” one-half of the
strip being pasted to the upper part of the
stamp ‘back) and the other half to the album
as per illustration given on the following page
of this pamphlet 'The stamps ure mounted
in this way so they can be turned up to see the
back, and if you desire to place a better speci-
men in the space, vou ean do so without hurt-
ing the one already in. as vou only have to
tear the hinge in removing the stamps.

The hinges are furnished by all stamp deal-
ers, at only ten cents per thousand. Don’t
put badly torn stamps in your album., as they
burt the Juoks of the whole page. I’ut in only
perfect specimens and those with the lightest
cancellation. [If vou put a poor specimen in
at first, put a hetter one in as soon as you can
obtain one.

In mounting stamps, put them squarely in
the centre of the spaces, as only in this way
do they lovk well.

When vour collection is well mounted. even
though it be small in numbers, your friends
will take izreat interest in looking it over, and
vou should show it to visitors as it often leads
to them obtaining stamps for you.



R. F. ALBRECHT & CO,,

No. go Nassau St., New York,
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AUCTION SALES

Once or Twice Every Month.

Our auction record is unprecedented on
both sides of the water, and parties wish-
ing to offer for public competition their col-
lections of stamps or single rarities, are
invited to correspond with us. Our facilities
for reaching bona fide buyers are unsur-
passed, and the good results achieved at
our previous sales are acknowledged by all
owners of stamps thus marketed.

For the proper handling of any collection
at auction, the stumps should be in hand at
least three months before the sale takes
place. Our terms are moderate and our
settlemeunts are very prompt. Liberal ad-
vances made if desired.

The total amounts realized at our sales
are as follows:

First season (1892) 4 sales .. .. .. 24,053 60
Second season (1892-93) ten sales
(i sessions)...oooe oo, ... 19,007 4

Third season (1883-94, seven sales
(14 SCSSIONB). . ovvervvenn .. 23,793 15
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WHERE TO OBTAIN STAMPS.

If youarein acity where
5 foreign steamers arrive, by

BACK or % 5 =

calling at the offices you
STAMP can learn when the ships
are due, and then by call-
ing again and asking in a
respectful manner for the
stamps from their letters,
ou will often get a num.

er.
hmh If you know of any mer-
chant or any one else in
our town whogets foreign
etters, ask for the stamga
Y P— —nothing is ohlained with.-

out csking.

Az Bum If you have parents,
' randparents, relatives or
riends who nave any old
ileuers stowed away, hunt
~—"them up and obtain the
stamps. Often very valuable stamps are
found in this way which can
be exchanged for many oth-
ers or sold. It you find a
stamp which is valuable or
which you do not find men-
tioned in the catalogue of
stamps. it is always best to
leave it on the envelope un-
til you write your dealer
about it and ascertain its

value.

There are millions of old
stamps stowed away in gandwich rslands.
tranks and boxes, and these
the collectors should bring to light, as they
ure worth money.

BUYING STAMPS.

If you cannot obtain stamps in any of the
ways mentioned above, you can purchase

HINGE




11

them at a small outlay, all dealers selling
them in a variety of ways.

r— At the beginning
of a collection it is
well to purchase
some cheap packets
of stamps, as from
these yon will gen-
erally obtain some
duplicates which are

good for tradini.

Two kinds of packets are sold, one being
' assorted.” containing several stamps of one
kind, and the other being ‘* all different.” If
vou want packets with duplicates you should
order the assorted kind.

Pacsets are sold from five cents up, and &
variety of them are offered by all dealers.

If you desire to buy stamps singly, you can
order the ones you want from the dealer's
list.

In buying single stamps anexcellent method
is to select them from ‘‘approval sheets.”
These are sheets of stamps with the prices at-
tached, sent out by the dealers, and you take
fromn them the stamps you want, returning
the balance with the cash
for those removed trom the
sheet.

In buying in this way you
have an opportunity to see
the stamps. and if you do
not like some of the speci-
mens you need not take
them. On these approval
sheets the dealers allow from
one-quarter to one-third re- From Australia.
duction oa the price of the stamps, and by
getting your friends to buy from your sheets
the percentage of reduction is your profit. So
if vou sell one dollar’s worth ard the dealer
allows you one-third off. you make a profit of
33 cents tor your trouble. By selling stamps
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ru this way you ecan make enough money to
buy a large number for yourself.

TRADING STAMPS.

Every collector accumulates a number of
duplicate stamps, und these he should trade
with the other collectors for stamps not in hi-
collection. 'I'he basis for trading should al
ways be the catalugue prices of the stamyps;
thus if you have a stamp priced at four ceuts
you should not trade it for one worth only two
cents, but you should get stamps to the same
value for it.

For trading it is best to have u smail book
which can be carried in the coat pocket. in
which yvour duplicates should Le attached
with hinges. In this way you can readily
show them, while the book will keep them
clean and in good condition.

GENERAL REMARKS.

If there are no collectors in your neighbor-
hood or town, show this pamphlet to your
triends or have them write to the adilress ou
the back for a copy. They will like the pur
suit and will want to start o collection at once
—all boys do, and once you have started, you
will see more pleasure in it than any pantime
you ever heard of. You will want to be
trading all the time, while stamyp after stamp
will be added to your growing collection,
Now one from Asia, then from Australia,
another from South America, and right after
it one from India, while Africa. Central
America, Qceanica, aye from the uttermost
ends of the earth the specimens roll in to
please the fancies of the ardent collectors,
while they,

Pleased, delighted, enraptured,
Gather them in,

Anrd spread the glud tidings
Philutely is King !
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