








rVULM irrt t ( 12 n 7
/

TEN YEARS

AMONG

THE MAIL BAGS:

OR,
itotes front ilje giarjr of a Special igeiti

OF THE

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

BY J HOLBROOK.

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS.

PHILADELPHIA:

H COWPERTHWAIT K co.

1895.



Entered, according to Act of Congress, in tho year 1S55,
BY J. IIOLCR'OOK

In the Clerk’s 0!5cc of the District Court for the District of Columbia.

(2)



OMjis Morii
IS RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED TO THOSE OFFICIALLY CONNECTED WITH

THE MAIL SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES.

(3)






PREFACE.

The idea of preparing the present work was suggested
to the author by the universal interest manifested in re-
gard to the class of delinquencies to which it relates, and
the eagerness with which the details of the various modes
adopted in successful cases to detect the guilty parties,
have been sought after by all classes. He was also
induced to undertake this series of narratives by the
hope and belief that while it afforded interesting matter
for the general reader, it might prove a public benefit
by increasing the safety of the United States mails, and
fortifying those officially connected with the post-office
and mailservice, against the peculiar temptations incident
to their position, thus preserving to society some at least
who, without such warnings as the following sketches
contain, might make shipwreck of their principles, and
meet with a felon’s doom.

It has been said that whoever acts upon the principle
that “ honesty is the best policy,” is himself dishonest.
That i3, policy should not be the motive to honesty, which
is true ; but taking into view how many there are who
would not be influenced by higher considerations, it is
evident that whatever serves to impress on the mind tho
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inevitable connection between crime and misery, if not
between honesty and happiness, will aid in strengthening
the barriers against dishonesty, too often, alas! insuffi-
cient to withstand the pressure of temptation.

* The author has endeavored to enforce these truths in
the following pages, and he relies for the desired impres-
sion on the fact that they are not dry, abstract precepts
which he presents, but portions of real life ; experiences
the like of which may be the lot of any young man ;
temptations before which stronger men than he have
fallen, and which he must flee from if he would success-
fully resist.

The most elaborate treatise on rascality would not
compare in its effects on the mass of mankind, with the
simplest truthful narrative of a crime and its conse-
guences, especially if addressed to those exposed by cir-
cumstances to the danger of committing offences similar
40 the one described.

Two objections to the publication of a work like the
present, occurred to the author as well as to others whom
he consulted, and caused him to hesitate in commencing
the undertaking. First, the possibility that the detailed
description of ingenious acts of dishonesty, might furnish
information which could be obtained from no other
source, ada supply the evil-disposed with expedients for
the prosecution of their nefarious designs. Second,
the danger of again inflicting pain upon the innocent
relatives and friends of those whose criminal biography
would furnish material for the woi'k.

In reference to the first of these objections it may be
said, that, although descriptions of skilful roguery are
always perused with interest, and often with a sort of
admiration for the talent displayed, yet when it is seen
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that retribution follows as certainly and often as closely
as a shadow ; that however dexterously the criminal may
conceal himself in a labyrinth of his own construction,
the ministers of the law track him through all its wind-
ings, or demolish the cunningly devised structure; and
that when he fancies himself out of the reach of Justice,
he sees, to his utter dismay, her omnipresent arm uplifted
to strike him down; when these truths are brought to
light by the record, an impressive view will be given of
the resources which are at command for thwarting the
designs of dishonesty, and of the futility of taking the
field against such overwhelming odds. And in addition
to the certainty of detection, the penalty inflicted for
offences of this description is to be taken into the account.
Doubtless many employés in Post-offices have committed
crimes of which they never would have been guilty but
for a mistaken idea of security from the punishment to
which they were making themselves liable. It is well
for all to be correctly informed on this subject, and to
know that offences committed against this Department
are not lightly dealt with. .Information of this character
the author lias fully supplied.

Again— Comparatively but few of the secret modes
of detection are exhibited, and he who should consider
himself safe in evading what plans are here described,
will find to bis sorrow that he has made a most danger-
ous calculation.

As to the second objection above mentioned, namely,
the danger of wounding the feelings of innocent parties,
the author would observe that fictitious names of persons
and places ar¢ generally substituted for the real ones;
thus avoiding any additional publicity to those concerned
in the cases given. And furthermore, he ventures to
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hope that few of the class to which this objection refers,
would refuse to undergo such a trial of their feelings, if
by this means a wholesome warning may be given to
those who need it.

There are other wrongs and delinquencies connected
with our postal system, of a mischievous and immoral
tendency, and of crushing effect upon their authors,
which, although not in all cases punishable by statute,
yet require to be exposed and guarded against. Descrip-
tions of some of the most ingenious of these attempts at
fraud, successful and unsuccessful, are also here held up
to public view.

It was the author’s intention to give two or three chap-
ters of an historical and biographical character,—a
condensed history of our post-office system, with some
notice of that of other countries, and brief biographical
sketches of our Post Masters General. But matter
essential to the completeness of the work in hand, as
illustrating the varieties of crime in connection with
post-offices, has so accumulated, that the chapters re-
ferred to could not be introduced without enlarging the
volume to unreasonable dimensions ; and the author has
been compelled to limit his biographies of the Post Mas-
ters General to a short chronological notice of each of
those officers.









o V

. ok

»ii’;

N Kiv o woe

e of. I« = -






THE POST MASTERS GENERAL.

Under the Revolutionary organization, the first Post Master
General wa9 Benjamin Franklin. He was experienced in its duties,
having been appointed Post Master of Philadelphia in 1737, and
Deputy Post Master General of the British Colonies in 1753. He was
removed from this office, to punish him for his active sympathies with
the colonists ; and one of the first acts of their separate organization
was to place him at the head of their Post-Office Department. It is
a singular coincidence that this eminent philosopher, who cradled
our postal system in its infancy, also, by first bringing the electric
fluid within the power of man, led the way for the electric telegraph,
the other great medium for transmitting intelligence.

The necessities of the Revolutionary struggle, demanded the abilities
of Franklin for another sphere of action. Richard Bache, his son-
in-law, was appointed to succeed him ns Post Master General, in
November, 1770. He was succeeded by Ebenezer Hazard, who sub-
sequently compiled the valuable Historical Collections bearing his
name. He held the office until the inauguration of President Wash-
ington’s Administration.

In relation to the several Post Masters General, since the adoption
of the Federal Constitution, the author regrets that he is compelled,
contrary to his original intention, to confine himself to brief chrono-
logical notes. The succession is as follows :—

1. Samuel Osgood.—Born at Andover, Mass., Feb. 14, 1748.
Graduated at Harvard College in 1770. A member of the Massachu-
setts Legislature, and also of the Board of War, and subsequently an
Aid to Gen. Ward. In 1779, a member of the Massachusetts Consti-
tutional Convention. In 1781, appointed a member of Congress;
in 1785, first Commissioner of the Treasury; and Sept. 26, 1789,
Post Master General. He was afterwards Naval Officer of the port
of New York, and died in that city Aug. 12, 1813.
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2. Timothy Pickeeino.—Bom at Salem, Mass., July 17, 1740.
Graduated in 1763. Was Colonel of a regiment of militia at the age
of nineteen, and marched for the scat of war at the first news of the
battle of Lexington. In 1776, appointed Judge of two local courts.
In the fall of 1776 marched to New Jersey with his regiment. In
1777 appointed Adjutant-General ; and subsequently a member of the
Board of War with Gates and Mifflin. In 1780 he succeeded Greene
as Quarter Master General. In 1700 he was employed in negotia-
tions with the Indians; Aug. 12, 1791, he was appointed Post Master
General ; in 1794, Secretary of War; and in 1795, Secretary of State.
From 1803 to 1811 he was Senator, and from 1814 to 1817, Repre-
sentative in Congress. Died at Salem, June 29, 1829.

3. Joseph Habersham.—Born in 1760. A Lieutenant Colonel
during the Revolutionary War; and in 1785 a member of Congress.
Appointed Post Master General Feb, 25, 1795. He was afterwards
President of the U. S. Branch Bank in Savannah, Georgia. Died at
that place Nov. 1815.

4. Gideon Granger.—Born at Suffield, Ct., July 19,1767. Grad-
uated at Yale College in 1787, and the following year admitted to
the Bar. In 1793 elected to the Connecticut Legislature. Nov. 28,
1801, appointed Post Master General. Retired in 1814, and removed
to Canandaigua, N. Y. April, 1819, elected a member of the Senate
of that State, but resigned in 1821, on account of ill health. During
his service in that body he donated one thousand acres of land to aid
the construction of the Eric Canal. Died at Canandaigua, Dec. 31,
1822.

5. Return Jonathan Meigs.— Born at Middletown, Ct., in 1765.
Graduated at Yale College in 1785, and subsequently admitted to the
Bar. In 1788 emigrated to Marietta, Ohio, then the North Western
Territory. In 1790, during the Indian wars, he was sent by Gov, St.
Clair on a perilous mission through the wilderness to the British com-
mandant at Detroit. In the winter of 1802—3, he was elected by the
Legislature the first Chief Justice of the Supremo Court of the new
State. In October, 1804, be was appointed Colonel commanding the
United States forces in the upper district of the Territory of Loui-
siana, and resigned his judgeship. In the following year he was ap-
pointed as one of the United States Judges for Louisiana. April 2,
1807, he was transferred to the Territory of Michigan. In October
following he resigned his judgeship, and was elected Governor of the
State of Ohio, but his election was successfully contested on the
ground of non-residence. llo was chosen at the same session as ono
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of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the State; and at the next
session as United States Senator, for a vacancy of one year and also
for a full term. In 1810 he was again elected Governor of Ohio, and
on the 8th of December resigned his scat in the Senate. In 1812 he
was re-elected Governor. On the 17th of March, 1811, he was
appointed Post Master General, which he resigned in June, 1823.
Died at Marietta, March 29, 1825.

G John McLean.—Born in Morris Co., New Jersey, March 11,
1785. His father subsequently removed to Ohio, of which State the
son continues a resident. He labored on the farm until sixteen years
of age, when he applied himself to study, and two years afterwards
removed to Cincinnati, and supported himself by copying in the County
clerk’s office, while he studied law. In 1807 he was admitted to the
Bar. In 1812 he was elected to Congress, and re-elcetcd in 1814. In
1816 he was unanimously elected by the Legislature, a Judge of tho
Supreme Court of the State. In 1822 he was appointed by President
Monroe, Commissioner of the General Land Office, and on the 2Gth
of June, 1823, Post Master General. In 1829 he was appointed as
one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, which
office he yet holds.

7. William T. Barry.—Born in Fairfax Co., Va,, March 18, 1780.
Graduated at the College of William and Mary. He was admitted to
the Bar, and in early life emigrated to Kentucky. In 1828, he was
a candidate for Governor of that State, and defeated by a smali
majority, after one of tho most memorable contests in its annals.
Appointed Post Master General March 9, 1829. In 1835 appointed
Minister Plenipotentiary to Spain, and died at Liverpool, England, on
his way to Madrid.

8. AMOAl Kendali.— Bom at Dunstablo, Mass., August 16, 1789.
Graduated at Dartmouth College in 1811. About the year 1812
removed to Kentucky, and in 1815 was appointed post master at
Georgetown, in that state. In 181G he assumed the editorial chargo
of the Argus, published at Frankfort, in the same State, which he con-
tinued until 1829, being, most of the time. State Printer. In 1829 ho
was appointed Fourth Auditor of the United States Treasury; and.
May 1, 1835, Post Master General. He resigned tho latter office in
1840, and has, since the introduction of the electric telegraph, been
mainly employed in connection with enterprises for its operation. He
is yet living.

9. Jonx Milton Niles.—Born at Windsor, Ct., August 20, 1787.
Admitted to tho Bar in December, 1812. About 1816 he removed to
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of Kentucky ; and, under the new Constitution, he was appointed as
one of the Revisers of the Statute Laws of the State. lie is yet
living.

12. Cave Johnson.—Born, January 11, 1703, in Robertson Co.,
Tennessee. His opportunities for education were limited, but made
available to the greatest extent. In his youth, he acted as deputy-
clerk of the County, his father being clerk. He was thence led to
the study of the law. In 1813 he was appointed Deputy Quarter
Master in a brigade of militia commanded by his father, and marched
into the Creek nation under General Jackson. He continued in this
service until the close of the Creek war in 1814. In 1810 he was
admitted to the Bar. In 1817 he was elected by the Legislature one
of the Attorneys General of the State, which office he held until
elected a member of Congress in 1829. He was re-elected in 1831,
1833, and 1835. Defeated in 1837. Again elected in 1839, 1841, and
1843. Appointed Post Master General, March 5, 1845. In 1849 he
served for a few months as one of the Circuit Judges of Tennessee;
and, in 1853, was appointed by the Governor and Senate as President
of the Bank of Tennessee, at Nashville. He is yet living.

13. Jacob Collamf.r.—Born at Troy, N. Y., about 1790, and
removed in childhood to Burlington, Vt., with his father. Graduated
at the State University at that place in 1810. Served during the year
1812, a frontier campaign, as a lieutenant, in the service of the United
States. Admitted to the Bar in 1813. Practised law for twenty years,
serving frequently in the State Legislature. In 1833 he was elected
an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State, from which
position he voluntarily retired in 1842. In the course of that period,
he was also a member of a convention held to revise the Constitution
of the State. In 1843 elected to Congress to fill a vacancy, and re-
elected for a full term, in 1844, and again in 1846. Appointed Post
Master General March 7th, 1849, In 1850 he was again elected a
Justice of the Supreme Court of.Vermont ; and in 1854 he was chosen
United States Senator, which office he now holds.

14. Nathan Kelset Hall.—Born at Skaneateles, N. Y., March
28th, 1810. Removed to Aurora in the same State in 1826, and com-
menced the study of the law with Millard Fillmore. Removed
with the latter to Buffalo in 1830, Admitted to the Barin 1832.
Appointed First Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in 1841. In
1845 elected a member of the State Legislature, and in 1846 a mem-

ber of Congress. He was appointed Post Master General July 20,
0
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1850; and, in 1852, United States Judge for the Northern District of
New York, which office ho now holde.

15. Samuel Dickinson Hubbakd.—Born at Middletown, Ct.,
August 10, 1799. Graduated at Yale College in 1819. He was ad-
mitted to the Bar in 1822, but subsequently engnged in manufacturing
enterprises. He was Mayor of the city of Middletown, and held other
offices of local trust. In 1845 he was elected a member of Congress,
and re-elected in 1847. He was appointed Post Master General Sep-
tember 14, 1852. Died at Middletown October 8, 1855.

16. James Camtbell, the present Post Master General of the United
States, was born September 1, 1813, in the city of Philadelphia, Pa.
Admitted to the Bar in 1834, at the age of twenty-one years. In 1841,
at the age of twenty-eight, he was appointed Judge of the Common
Pleas Court for the City and County of Philadelphia, which position he
occupied for the term of nine years. In 1851, when the Constitution of
the State was changed, making the Judiciary elective, he was nomi-
nated by a State Convention of his party as a candidate for the Bench
of the Supreme Court of the State, but was defeated after a warmly
contested and somewhat peculiar contest, receiving however 176,000
votes. In January, 1852, he was appointed Attorney General of
Pennsylvania, which he resigned to assume the duties of Post Master
General. He was appointed to that office on the 8th of March, 1853
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INTRODUCTION.

A Mail Bag is an epitome of human life. All the elements which
go to form the happiness or misery of individuals—the raw material
so to speak, of human hopes and fears—here exist in a chaotic state
These elements are imprisoned, like the winds in the fabled cave of
Aolus, “ biding their time” to go forth and fulfil their office, whether
it be torefresh and invigorate the drooping flower, or to bring destruc-
tion upon the proud and stately forest-king.

Well is it for the peace of mind of those who have in temporary
charge these discordant forces, that they cannot trace the course of
each minerve as it passes from their hands. For although many
hearts are made glad by these silent taessengers, yet in every day’s
mail there is enough of sadness and misery, lying torpid like serpents,
until warmed into venomous life by a glance of the eye, to cast a
gloom over the spirits of any one who should know it all ; and to add
new emphasis to the words of the wise man, “ He that increaseth
knowledge, increaseth sorrow.” But until they arc released from
their temporary captivity, the letters guard in grim silence their
varied contents. Joy and sorrow as yet have no voice ; vice and crime
are yet concealed, running, like subterranean streams, from the mind
which originated, to the mind which is to receive their influence. The
mail bag is as great a leveller as the grave, and it is only by the
superscription in either case, that one occupant can be distinguished
from the other.

But leaving these general speculations, let us give more particular
attention to the motley crowd “ in durance vile.” If each one pos-
sessed the power of uttering audibly the ideas which it contains, a
confusion of tongues would ensue, worthy of the last stages of the
tower of Babel, or of a Woman’s Rights convention. Indeed matters
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INTRODUCTION.

A Mail Bao is fin epitome of human life. All the elements which
go to form the happiness or misery of individuals—the raw material
so to speak, of human hopes and fears—here exist in a chaotic state
These elements are imprisoned, like the winds in the fabled cave of
Aolus, “ biding their time” to go forth and fulfil their office, whether
it be torefresh and invigorate the drooping flower, or to bring destruc-
tion upon the proud and stately forest-king.

Well is it for the peace of mind of those who have in temporary
charge these discordant forces, that they cannot trace the course of
each minsive as it passes from their hands. For although many
hearts are made glad by these silent messengers, yet in every day’s
mail there is enough of sadness and misery, lying torpid like serpents,
until warmed into venomous life by a glance of the eye, to cast a
gloom over the spirits of any one who should know it all ; and to add
new emphasis to the words of the wise man, “ He that increaseth
knowledge, increaseth sorrow.” But until they are released from
their temporary captivity, the letters guard in grim silence their
varied contents. Joy and sorrow as yet have no voice ; vice and crime
are yet concealed, running, like subterranean streams, from the mind
which originated, to the mind which is to receive their influence. Tho
mail bag is as great a leveller as the grave, and it is only by the
superscription in either case, that one occupant can be distinguished
from the other.

But leaving these general speculations, let us give more particular
attention to the motley crowd “ in durance vile.” If each one pos-
sessed the power of uttering audibly the ideas which it contains, a
confusion of tongues would ensue, worthy of the last stages of the
tower of Babel, or of a Woman’s Rights convention. Indeed matters
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would proceed within these leathern walls, very much as they do in
the world at large. The portly, important “ money letter,” would
look with contempt upon the modest little billet-doux, and the aristo-
cratic, delicately-scented, heraldically-sealed epistle, would recoil from
the touch of its roughly coated, wafer-secured neighbor, filled to the
brim, perhaps, with affections as pure, or friendship a3 devoted as
ever can be found under coverings more polished. Would that the
good iu one missive, might counteract the evil in another, for here is
one filled with the overflowings of a mother's heart, conveying
language of entreaty and remonstrance,— perhaps the traces of
anxious tears,—to the unwary youth who is beginning to turn aside
from the path of rectitude, and to look with wishful eyes upon for-
bidden ground. Need enough is there of this message to strengthen
staggering resolution, to overpower the whispers of evil ; for close by
are the suggestions of a vicious companion, lying in wait to lure him
on to vice, and to darken the light of love which hitherto has guided
his steps.

In one all-embracing receptacle, the strife of politics is for a time
unknown. Epistles of Whigs, Democrats, Pro and Anti-Slavery men
lie calmly down together, like the lion and the lamb, (if indeed we
can imagine anything lamb-like in political documents,) ready, how-
ever, to start up in their proper characters like Satan at the touch
of Ithuriel’s spear, and to frown defiance upon their late companions.
Theological animosity, too, lies spell-bound. Orthodoxy and Hetero-
doxy, Old and New School, Protestant and Catholic, Free Thinkers
and No Thinkers, are held in paper chains, and cease to lacerate one
another with controverted points. Nor in this view of dormant
pugnacity, should that important constituent, the Law, be left out
of sight. An opinion clearly establishing the case of A. B. unsuspect-
ingly reposes by the side of another utterly subverting it, thus placing,
or about to place, the unfortunate A. B. in the condition of a wall
mined by its assailants, and counter-mined by its defenders, quito
sure (to use a familiar phrase,) of “ bursting up” in either case. And
the unconscious official who “ distributes” these missiles, might well
exclaim, if he knew the contents, “ cry havoc, and let slip the dogs
of war.”

But we come to another discord in our miniature life-orchestra.
Those all-embracing, ever-sounding tones, which lie at the two ex-
tremities of the “ dinpason of humanity,” namely, Life and Death,
here find their representatives. Here lies a sable-edged missive,
speaking to the eye ns the passing bell speaks to the ear, telling of
blighted happiness, a desolate home, and loving hearts mourning and
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refusing to be comforted because the loved one is not; while close at
hand and perchance overlying the sad messenger, is the announce-
ment of another arrival upon the stage of life—Our First—and though
it is as yet behind the curtain, not having made its bow to the world
at large, is an important character in the green room ; and the aid
of that convenient individual, Uncle Sam, is invoked to convey the
information of its advent to acircle of expectant friends, as highly
favored as that select few who are sometimes invited to witness a
private performance by some newly-arrived artist, before he makes
his appearance in a more public manner.

Nor should we omit at least a passing notice of the humorous
aspects of our Bag. Physiognomy will not go far in aiding us to
determine as to a given letter, whether its contents are grave or gay,
A well-ordered epistle, like a highly bred man, does not show on its
face the emotions which it may contain. But in what we may call
the lower class of letters, where nature is untrammelcd by envelopes,
and eccentricity or unskilfulncss display themselves by the various
shapes and styles in which the documents are folded and directed,
there is more room for speculation on their internal character; and it
is the author’s intention to furnish some rare specimens of unconscious
humor of this kind, for the delectation of his readers.

As we contemplate the wit, fun, humor, and jollity of all sorts,
which lie dormant within these wrappages, we are tempted to retract
our commiseration for the imaginary official whom we have supposed
to know the contents of the letters in his charge, and therefore drag
out a miserable existence under their depressing influence. At least
we feel impelled to modify our remarks so far as to say that in the
case supposed, his days would be passed in alternate cachinnations
and sympathizing grief. lie would become a storehouse of wit, a
magazine of humor. For there is much of wit, humor, and jollity
running through these secret channels, that never is diffused through
the medium of the press, but flows among the privacies of domestic
circles, adding life to their intercourse, and increasing the attractions
of social fellowship, like some sparkling stream, both refreshing and
adorning the landscape through which it takes its course.

We leave the further development of this prolific train of thought,
to the reader’s imagination. Yet the imagination can devise no com-
bination more strange than those which may be found every day
within the narrow precincts of which we have been speaking; and the
same may be said of the Post-Office system at large, interwoven as it
is with the whole social life of civilized man.
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The laws of the land are intended not only to preserve the person
and material property of every citizen sacred from intrusion, but to
secure the privacy of his thoughts, so far as he secs fit to withhold
them from others. Silence is as great a privilege as speech, and it is
as important that every one should be able to maintain it whenever
he pleases, as that he should be at liberty to utter his thoughts with-
out restraint. Now the post-office undertakes to maintain this
principle with regard to written communications as they are conveyed
from one person to another through the mails. However unimportant
the contents of a letter may be, the violation of its secrecy while it is
in charge of the Post-Office Department, or even after having left its
custody, becomes an offence of serious magnitude in the eye of the
law; and as the quantity and importance of mail matter is con-
tinually increasing, it has been found necessary to adopt means for
its security, which were not required in the earlier history of the
Post-Office. One kind of danger to which the mails were exposed
before the days of railroads and steamboats, namely, highway robbery-,
is now almost unknown. The principal danger at present to be
apprehended, is from those connected with their transportation and
delivery, and a system of surveillance has been adopted, suited to the
exigency of the case, namely, the creation of Special Agents, who
have become a fixed “ institution,” likely to be essential to the effi-
ciency of the Department, as long as any of its employés are deficient
in principle or honesty. The origin of this Special Agent System
will be given elsewhere. It is sufficient to say here, that the curious
developments of character, and combinations of circumstances, which
will bo found in the following pages, were mainly brought to light by
the operation of this system, as carried out by one of its Agents.
“ Ten years” of experience have given the author (or at least ought
to have given him) an ample supply of material for the illustration of
nearly every phase in Post-Office life. His principal difficulty is the
“ embarras des richesses;”’ yet he has endeavored to select such cases
as are not only interesting in themselves, but well calculated to benefit
those for whose use the present work is especially designed.



TEN YEARS

AMONG

THE MAIL BAGS.

CHAPTER |

No “ Ear-Biters” employed—The Commission—A whole School
robbed—Valuo of a *“ quarter”—Embargo on Trunks— Unjust
Suspicion—The dying Mother— Fidelity of Post Masters—J1 vener-
able pair of Officials— President Pierce assists—A clue to the Rob-
beries— The Quaker Coat— An insane Traveller—The Decoy Let-
ters—Off the Road—The dancing Horse—The Decoy missing—An
official Visit by night— Finding the marked Bills—The Confession—
The Arrest.

In the fall of 1845, information wes received from the Post-
office Department at Washington, of extensive depredations
uoon the neils along the route extending from Roston to a
well knoann and flourishing inland town in one of the New
England States, accompanied with the expression of a strong
desire on the part of the Post Master General, that pronpt and
thorough efforts should be mede to ferret out, if possible,
those who were concermed in these wholesale peculatiors.

It so happened that the gentleman at this tine at the head
of the Post-office Department, had not been a very ardent
believer in the necessity or usefulness of « Secret Agents," so
called. In fact, when he entered upon the duties of his office,
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he dismissed J1e entire corps of this dlass of officials, and not-
withstanding the urgent calls of the public, and the dissenting
views of his most experienced Assistants, he steadily refused to
re-employ them, excepting temporarily, and in special cases,
uttil near the close of his offidal term  Justice to that
honest and thorough-going officer, honever, requires some
mention of the causes which controlled his decision in this
important metter.

While he wes a Representative in Congress, a violent
onslaught wes made upon the system of Special Agents, for
the reason (as wes alleged,) that they were neither nore nor
less than so many political emissaries, supported at the public
expense; and in consequence of their secret, and therefore
conmmanding position, passessing, and often exerting an undue
and improper influence against those opposed to them in
politics. Believing this charge to be unjust, he took up, in
the House of Representatives, the defence of this Special
Agent system, and called for proof in support of the accu
sations of violent partisan conduct brought against these
Agents.

Thase who know him will be able to judge of his mortifica-
tion and displeasure when it wes distinctly proved that in one
instance a Special Agent relieved his pugnacious propersities
by getting into a regular fight at the polls, and damaging one
pall, by biting off an ear attached thereto; the poll aforesaid
being the property of a political opponent.

It wes also shown that this sanguinary Agent inserted a dirk
knife between the ribs of another antagonist, thus performing
a sort of political phlebotomy, with the intertion, doubtless,
of relieving the patient of some portion of his superabundant
Whig or Denmocratic blood (whichever it might have been)
and thereby bringing him to a rational view of public ques
tiors.

This, and sore other equally reputable cases of interference
in elections, having been fully established, it is not wonderful
that strong prejudices should have arisen in the mind of tho
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future Post Master General against this dass of officers, al-
though such disorderly and disgraceful conduct wes cleariy
the fault of the individuals who indulged in it, and not of the
corps or system with which they were connected. And |
would here say, in justice to this body of Agents, that many
of them were gentlemen of intelligence and discretion, who
would be far from countenancing such proceedings as have just
been nmentioned

When, therefore, in the year above designated, the writer
found himself in possession of a Special Agent's Commission,
signed by the sae gentlenman, as « Post Master General,” and
rendered inpressive by the broad seal of that Department,
which represented a2.40 steed rushing medly along, with a
post-rider on his back, and the mail portmanteau securely at-
tached—when he received accompanying instructions to look
into the alanming state of things on the route aforesaid—his
leading thought and arbition wes to satisfy the distinguished
Tennessean that a Special Agent could catch a mail robber by
the car quite as readily as a political antagonist, and apply
the knife of justice to those whose case required it, with at
least as much courage and skill as could be displayed in the
metter of disabling belligerent « shoulder hitters” at the bal-
lot boxes.

llow much the result of this first investigation, after the
restoration of the = ear-biters” (as they were then sometines
facetiously called,) had to do with the radical change in opin-
ion and action, noticeable in certain quarters, as to the utility
and indispensable necessity of this “ right ari’ of the Depart-
ment, it may not be advisable, nor indeed modest, to inquire.

The depredations in the case thus placed in my hands for
investigation, were seemingly very bold, although from the
length of the route, and the number of post-offices thereon, the
rogue had no dout flattered himself that it would take a long
time to trace him out, even if Government should conde-
scend to notice the complaints which he might suppose would
be mede at head-quarters. It is also possible that he wes
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encouraged to this course of rascality by the belief that the
Department had wo dfficials whose particular business it wes
to be <(a terror to evil-doers/' and that he could easily elude
the efforts of those no nore experienced than himself in the
crooks and turms through which every villain is conpelled to
slink

The letters stolen were principally addressed to the mem-
bers of a large and flourishing literary institution, situated in
the town already mentioned, and embracing in its catalogue
pupils of both sexes from alnost every section of the Union.
S0 keen wes the scent of the robber, that, like an animated
“ divining rod,” he could indicate unerringly the existence of
gold, or its equivalent beneath the paper surface soil, and he
« prospected” with nore certainty, though less honesty, than
a Califormia miner. From all the mail-matter passing through
his dffice, he would invariably select the valuable packages,
abstracting thelr material contents, and, as it afternards
appeared, committing the letters to the flames. « Dead nmen
tell notales” Neither do bumt letters.

The results of this system of robbery, as regarded those who
suffered by it, were somewhat peculiar. The abstraction of
an equal amount from the menmbers of a business community,
might have inconvenienced some, but would have made little
perceptible difference in the course of business. The tempo-
rary deficiency would have been &s little felt, on the whole, as
the withdrawing of apail-full of water from a running stream
The level is quickly restored, as supplies flow in.

But when the victins of dishonesty arc youth pursuing
their studies at a distance from home, and depending on
remittances from their parents and friends for the means of
discharging the debts which they may incur, the case is
widely different. Here the stream is dammed up sonmewhere
between its source and the place where the waters ought to be
floning, and the worst description of drought—a drought of
money— ensues.

All sorts of consequences, in the present instance, folloned
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this statti of things. The school becanre, in this particular,
like a besieged city, cut off from supplies from without, while
its inhabitarts lived on under an ever increasing pressure of
difficulties, which mede premature Micawbcrs of the unfortu-
nate aspirants to that temple which is so artistically repre-
sented in the frontispiece to Webster’s spelling book, as sur-
mounting the hill of Science, and animated by the figure of
Fame on the roof, proclaiming through her trumpet a per-
petual invitation to enter the majestic portals beneath.

The possessor of money, received, under these circunmstances,
a greater degree of consideration than is usually accorded to
the millionaire in the world at large.  The owner of a « quar-
ter” had troops of friends, and becanme purseproud on the
strength of that megnificent coin.  Happy was he who had
unlimited - tick to whose call livery-stable keepers were
obsequious, and with whom tailors were ready to innest, having
faith to believe that the present dry aspect of the financial
sky would be succeeded by refreshing showers of « mint-drops”
from the patermal pockets. Some* of the young ladies who
had invoked the milliner’s assistance in defiance of the poet's
line— « Beauty unadormed, &c,” occasionally received hints
respecting the settlement of their trifling accounts, which
materially diminished the pleasure that they would athennise
have felt in the contenplation of their outer adomments.
Bonnets reminded them of bills, and dresses of durs.

The nore juvenile portion of our scholastic community, too,
felt the pressure of the “ hard times” which some invisible
hand had brought upon them  In early life, the saccharine
burmp is largely developed, but unlike other organs described
by phrenologists, this is within the mouth, and is commonly
called the “ sweet tooth” Those luxurious youth who had
hitherto indulged the cravings of this organ ad libitum, OF &
far as they could do so without the knowledge of their teachr
ers, found the wary confectioners urwilling longer to satisfy
their unsophisticated apypetites, without nore “ indemnity for
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the past" if not “ security fur the future,” than they had yet
furnished.

So these victins of raging desire were conpelled to retire
hungry from untasted luxuries, not without sundry candid
expressions of their feeliDgs tonard the cbdurate retailers of
sweets, and tart replies from those individuals.  Their only
consolation wes to revel in dreans in which the tenple of
Fame was supported by pillars of candy, with a protuberant
pie for a dome; while her trumpet wes converted into a
comuoopia from which unfailing streans of sugar-plums were
issuing.

But such annoyances and incorveniences as have been enu-
nmerated were trifling, conpared with other consequences
which resulted from this prolonged and systenatic robbery of
the mails. It is hard for one who never had hisword douioted,
to leam by unmistakcable indications that his story of noney
expected and not received, is disbelieved by an inpatient
creditor, who perhaps hints that the money has conme and gone
in some other direction than that which it should have taken.
The honorable pride of sone wes wounded in this manrer,
and much ill-feeling arose between those who hed hitherto re-
garded each other with mutual respect.

The term of the school wes just closing, and worthy Mrs.
K., who had saveral of the pupils as boarders in her family,
being blessed with a rather large organ of caution, refused to
allow ore or two to leave (Who did not expect to retum the
next term) without depositing some ocollateral security for the
payment of their boardbills. Those luckless youth had
written again and again for the money necessary to settle their
accounts in the place; but their entreaties were apparently
unnoticed and unarswered. They were in the condition of
Mr. Pecksniffs pupils, who were requested by thelr preceptor
to ring the bell which wes in their room if they wanted any-
thing. They often did so, but nobody ever amswered it It
very naturally seemed alnmost incredible to Mrs. K. that the
parents of her boarders should neglect to provide for the Tari-
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ous expenses which arise at the close of a school term espe-
cially as these pnpils were not to retum.  So the good lady
felt hound by her duty to herself to lay an embargo upon their
trunks, and she further took oocasion to observe that if there
hadn't been so much horseback riding, &c., during the sum
mer, her bill could have been settled. This of course pro-
wvoked an angry retort, and suspicion snouldered on ore side,
and resentment flaned out on the other, until the whole mys-
tery wes unravelled.

In another boardinghouse, inhabited by pupils of both
sexes, it had been customary for some of their number to get
from the post-office the letters and papers scut to them, and
this duty had lately devolved, for the nost part, on one per-
son, Henry S., who wes a relation of the past mester, and, from
other circunstances, had frequent ooccasion to visit the office
As he retumed alnost enmpty-handed of letters from day to
day, his disappointed fellowboarders at first wondered at the
silence of their friends, then suspicion began to work in their
minds; and since the post mester was aman of unsullied honor,
and entirely reliable for honesty, they at length reluctantly
admitted the supposition that Henry S. must be the delinquent.

Acting on the ground that S. wes the guilty one, his fellow
boarders gave orders to the post nmester, forbidding the delivery
of their letters to him  So the next day, when he presented
himself at the office, he was thunderstruck by the information
that lie had lost the confidence of his fellonpupils, and that
they would no longer trust their letters in his hands.

° It can't bo,” exclaimed he, “ that they suppose | took
their letters.”

“ 1 guess they do,” said the old post master; “but 1 think
they had better be sure that there were letters coming to them,
before they suspect you.”

« Oh, now | see why they have acted so strangely, lately,
just as if they didn't want me around. |1 never once thought
that this wes the resson of it.”

Fom that time, he withdrew hinself as much as possible
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from the society of his fellon+pupils, stung by a sense of their
injustice, and cherishing anything but amiable feelings townards
them; yet he did not escape sundry taunts and flings at his
character for honesty, from the maliciously disposed And
although those who had regarded him with suspicion, frankly
acknowledged their error when the true culprit care to light,
yet it was long before he could entirely forgive them the deep
nortification they had caused him

Nor were such cases as this the worst that occurred

There wes a boy in the school, “ the only child of his
nother, and she waes awidow.” The lad wes quick in intel-
lect, amiable in disposition, and a gereral favorite throughout
the institution.  lie loved his nother with a strength of affec
tion not often surpassed, and it was fully responded to, by
his tender parent.  The frequent visits which she made him
during his residence at the school had given her opportunities
to become acquainted witb many of her son's young conmpan
ions, as well as with his teachers, so that she was quite well
known in the little community.

Let us place ourselves at the residence of Mrs. E. (the lady
in question,) sore hundred miles anay.  She is lying upon a
sick-bed, from wliitfh she will never arise. Let ws listen to
the conversation between her and her attendant.

“ Has the train cone up yet, Mary?”

“Yes, malam it pessed a few minutes ago, hut Charley
hasn't come.”

“ Of course he hasn't, he would have boen in my anus be-
fore this, if he had.”

“ Perhaps,” suggests Mary, “ he will be hero by the next
train.”

“ God grant he may,” groars the dying nother.  “ It is
now nore than a week since they first wrote to him, teUing
him that 1 was very sick, and requesting him to cone imme-
diately. Oh, what can keep him anay so long? | fear he is
sick himself. Some ore must go tonorrow, and find out
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what it is that keeps him fromme. | cannot die without see-
ing him once more.”

While this nother was struggling with disease, and with
that « hope deferred” that « maketh the heart sick,” her son
wes pursuing his daily round of studies and amusenents, anti-
cipating with delight his retum home at the close of the term
We may imegine the grief and distress of the poor hoy when
his uncle, who cane for him, told him how the friends at
home had written to him twice, each tine enclosing him the
requiisite funds to bear his expenses homre, that there might
be no delay fromthat cause. And how his nother’s onlywish,
as she now lay rapidly sinking, wes to see once nore her be-
loved Charley,

Off they went, the boy and his uncle, on iron wings,—but
the wing of the Death-Angel wes swifter, and before they
arrived at the place of their destination, had cast its awful
shadow over the nother's brow

It will easily be believed that the failure of so many letters
to reach those for whom they were intended, excited no sl
degree of uneasiness in the minds of the parents and friends
of the pupils; and in sone instances, such wes their alam
and anxiety, that journeys of hundreds of miles were under-
taken in order to leam why their letters were not received,
and why they heard nothing from those to whom they wrote;
for the unknown author of all this trouble and confusion, in
order to prevent discovery, often destroyed the letters passing
both ways.

I cannot here refrain from saying a fewwords respecting
the heinousness of such villanous conduct on the part of post
mesters or their employés. Leaving out of sight the fact
that they hre snom to do nothing contrary to the laws, in their
dffidal capacity, and that if they incur the guilt of a breach
of trust, they also becomre guilty of perjury, it should be con
sidered that the well-being of community in all its relations,
domrestic, social, conmrercial, and literary, depends on the fidel-
ity with which they discharge the duties of their office
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HucL confidence is reposed iu them by the public, and 1 am
happy to say, that in comparatively few instances is this con
fidence misplaced. But in consequence of the circunrstances
just mentioned, an anount of evil, terrible to contenplate,
may be the result of an abuse of trust, which may seem trifling
to the guilty perpetrator. The law corsiders no abuse of the
trust reposed in those connected with the post-office as slight;
but with a jealous regard for the good of community, pro-
vides perglties commensurate with the greatness of their
crimes, for those whom neither conmmon honesty, nor honor-
able feelings, nor noral principle can withhold from the com
mission of such deedks.

But wc will resume the thread of our story.

It may seem strange that the disorders which 1 have partly
described, should have continued so long before the Depart-
ment wes informed of the state of things ; but in regard to
this, 1 would say that frequently such failures of correspon:
dence go on for some time, and work much mischief before
the post mester is apprised of the troubles existing in his
vicinity, as he of ocourse is not expected to know what letters
are sent to his office in the absence of conplaints made
directly to him It should be stated here, for the berefit of
those not informed in these matters, that it is made part of
the duty of a post nester to report pronptly to the Post-office
Departrrent all conplaints of the loss of any valuable letters
said to have been deposited in his doffice  In the casc 1 am
narrating, the failures in the delivery of letters becane at
length so general, that complaint wes mede to the post mester
of the tonn, and information commrunicated directly to the
Department at Washington.

Having received a commission from the Post Mester Gereral
&s before stated, with orders to investigate this case, | pro-
ceeded at once to the place in question, having first been
assured of the entire reliability of the post mester in charge
there; and if looks could ever be taken as the index of the
man, | needed no other assurance of his honesty. 1 found an
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old gentleman who had numbered his three-score years and ten,
a eteran in the service, having held the post which he then
filled, - from ture immenorial” He looked the worthy
representative of that class of men, whose noral principles
are applied to the discharge of public duties as strictly as to
thase of a private character—men like that high-minded wor-
thy, who, when his son attenpted to help himself to a sheet
of paper from a desk containing public property, rebuked him
thus ; « Take some paper frommy desk, if youwant it.  That
paper belongs to the United States.”

It is generally necessary in investigating cases of depreda
tiors, to inquire into the honesty of the derks in the offices to
which we direct our attention j but in the present instance, such
a precaution wes uncalled for, since the only assistant of the old
post mester wes his wife, avenerable, motherly matron, of about
his age, who had aided him in his official duties, and Itiid been
his help-meet in the household for many, many years.

The correspondence of a generation had passed through
their hands, and they were enabled to note the changes in tho
number and appearance of the letters which were placed in
their charge during the long period of their incumbency,—
changes produced by the increase of population, the freer inter-
course between distant places, and the facilities for epistolary
communication, which had been progressing ever since they had
assumed the resporsibilities of their office At first few letters
were transmitted but those of a sturdy, business-like appear-
ance, wwritten on coarse paper, and sealed with wafers of about
tho dinersions of a modem lady's watch—wafers that evi-
dently had in charge matter of weighty inmport, and wero
mighty enmbodiments of the adhesive principle. Then, as
Time and Inprovement advanced, and the cacoélhes scribendi
became nore gererally developed, documents appeared of a
milder grade, and of a nore inmeginative aspect, not only
representing the cares of business life, but indicating, by the
fineness of their texture, the laboriously neat and often femi-
nine character of their superscriptions, and the delicacy of their
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espressive waxen seals, that Love and Friendship, and the
interests of donestic circles, were also beginning thus to fird
muUtteranoe

Our worthy pair, having been connected with the postal
departrent during such a large portion of its existence, had
naturally eore to feel much interest in whatever concermed
it, and of courso were especially anxious that no blot should
come upon the reputation of the office in their charge, ard
that the delinquent in the present case should be brought t
light and to justice.

The old man was slowto believe that a fraud had been com
mitted by those connected with any office in his neighbor-
hood, as he thought he could vouch for the character of every
ore of his brother post mesters with whom he was acquiainted,
and the information which he gave me respecting them seermed
to exorerate them so far as his opinion could do it

My first proceeding at that point, wes to examine the boots
of the dffice, by which it gppeared that Boston packages were
received only once or twice a week, while they had been sent
daily, according to the records of the Boston post-office.

After passing over the ertire route several tines incog., and
taking as minute aview of the several offices as it wes in my
pover to do without incurring the danger of being recognised,
I concluded that my duty required nme to seek an interview
with the United States District Attorney, whose functions
were then discharged by no less a personage than Hon. Frank-
lin Pierce, now President of the United States. On laying
the whole matter before him, he expressed much regret at the
seeming inplication of the « Granite State” in such acts of
dishonesty and systeratic fraud; at the same time confidently
expressing the belief that the incumbents of two or three
post-offices, towhich | felt satisfied the difficulty wes corfined,
could not be the guilty parties, as they were personally known
to him

Although 1 greatly respected his judgment, yet 1 ventured
to suggest the possibility that his desire to think well of his
acquaintances might have led him to view the characters of
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sore of them in a too faworable light So, in order to
establish nore firmly their trustworthiness in my estimation,
he kindly went over to the State-house, where the Legislature
wes in session, and confidentially consulted the representatives
from each of the towns in question.

One of the members thus consulted, and who readily
endorsed the favorable gpinion of the Attorney, happened to
be a brother of the post master who had. done all the mischief,
& it wes afterwards ascertained. | have reason to believe,
however, that this gentleman wes not awnare of his brother’'s
delinquencies, and that he wes incapable of doing anything to
countenance or forward such dishonorable practices.

One of the lost letters contained several twenty dollar notes
on ore of the Boston banks. On the occasion of a public
Exhibition, held at the close of the term in the Academy
before referred to, a large number of visitors from abroad were
collected together, and as noney at such a time would be cir-
culating in the town nore freely than usual, it seemed not
unlikely that one or nore of thase bank notes might find their
way into the current of business, and fumish, by their identi-
fication, some clue to the perpetrator of the robberies. With
this hope, | inquired privately of several merchants in the
place, whether they had recently taken any such bills, and
learmed from one of them that, about two weeks before, at the
time of the Exhibition, several of those or similar bills had
been offered for exchange by a stranger, which fact would
perhaps have attracted no particular attention, were it not for
the absence of any apparent object in this exchange. The
imperfect description of the stranger which | obtained, agreed
tolerably well, as far as it went, with that of Mr. F., post
nmester in the town of C., where was ore of the offices through
which the many missing packages should have passed

The nost decided mark of identity which was furmished e,
wes abroan owvercoat, cut something after the Quaker style,
which my informant remenbered to have been wom by the
stranger for whose accommodation he had exchanged notes

4
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similar to those described.  Deeming it unsafe to inquire of
any neighbor of the suspected post mester whether he pos-
sessed such acoat, | adopted the expedient of attending, on
the following Sabbath, the church of whose congregation ho
wes a member, for the purpose, of course, of listening to a
good semon, not forgetting, however, under the scriptural
license fumished in Luke xiv. 5, to look about now and then
for the Quaker coat aud its onwner—awolf in sheep's clothing.
I dbserved the frequent characteristics of a country congrega
tion—a noisy choir, a gorgeous display of ribbons and other
“ running rigging” by the fairer portion of the audience, ad
a peculiarly ill-fitting assortent of coats, but never a Quaker-
ish ganment. By the time the preacher had draan his last
inference, 1 had drann mine, nanely, that it is essier to iden-
tify a man by his face than by his coat, inasmuch as he ennnot
lay asice the one, while he may the other. The day, indeed,
wes remarkably mild, and fewovercoats mede their appearance.
Mr. F. wes present, honever, at both services, as | afterwards
learmed, and occupied a seat in the choir—a 1ase Singer, pro-
bebly.

I have nowto nmention one of those singular coincidences
which are so frequently brought about, as if with the design
of aiding in the exposure of crime, and of pointing out its
perpetrators with unerring accuracy. The numerous instances
which are every day occurring, illustrative of this princi-
ple, leave us N room to doubt its truth. < Murder will out,”
and so will al other crimes. Let the guilty one envelope
hinself in a seemingly impenetrable cloud of secrecy; let him
construct, ever so cunningly, the line of his defences, sparing
no pairs to fortify every exposed point, and to guard against
every surprise; yet sore ray of light, darting, like the electrie
flash he knows not whence, will pierce the darkness which
surrounded him; some hidden spark will kindle an explosion,
which will bury him and his works in ruin, = Trifles light as
ilr” harden into *“ confimmation strong as words of Holy Writ.™

Assuming that the aforesaid coat, if it had ary connection with
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the author of the robberies, waes probably manufactured at the
omy tailoring establishment in the place, 1 happened in there
on Monday noming, and inquired of the presiding genius his
price for a respectable overcoat, intending in some roundabout
way to find out whether he had mede ore like that which |
wes in pursuit of.

« That depends,” replied he, « on the material and style of
meking.” ]

While continuing a desultory conversation with him on the
subject of coats, their various shapes and stylos, &c., my eye
fell upon a small slip of paper pinned to the sleeve of a gar-
ment hanging near the door, and on approaching it, 1 found
the nane W. F. vwritten upon the paper.

“ That coat belongs to Mr. F., our post mester,” remarked
the knight of the goose. It wes a trifle too small, and |
have been altering it.”

Its color, unusual length, and peculiar meke, were circum:
stances alnost conclusive to my mind of the identity of its
onrer with the individual who had been exchanging the
twenty dollar notes.

I bid the tailor gopod nmoming, feeling pretty well satisfied
that 1 had laid the foundation of a nore important suit than
any which his art could furmish.

The distance from this place to the towu where the acadermy
wes situated, wes about twenty miles, and the next thing to
be dore wes to ascertain whether F. had been there within a
week or twb.  J1 little reflection suggested a tolerably safe and
direct mode of ascertaining this fact, which wes, to see the
merchant before referred to, as being cognisant of the passing
of the twenty dollar notes, who had already been partially
informed of the object of my former inquiries conceming
them; and to request him to address a lire to Mr. F., inquir-
ing whether he recollected seeing a person, apparently insare,
in the stage-coach, while on his way hone after the BExhibition.
This certainly could do no harm in case he wes not present an
that occasion, while if he had been, he would very naturally
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cofirm the fact in amswering the question proposed  The
next mail brought a reply to the effect that he did not retum
home by the stage, but in his oan private conveyance, and
therefore sawv no such person as the ore inquired about.

I had thus made a beginning in laying a foundation for the
superstructure of evidence which | wes endeavoring to raise;
a foundation, of which a tight coat wes the comerstone.  If
Mr. F.'s outer gament had not required alteration, 1 should,
up to this time, have failed in establishing a nmost inportant
fact, viz, his probeble identity with the individual who
pessed the bank notes; and as long as this point wes involved
in much uncertainty, 1 should hardly have felt prepared to
push my researches with much energy or hope.

The folloning facts were now in my possession : Mr. F. wes
in the same toan where the Exhibition wes held, and upon
that oocasion; his general appearance corresponded to that of
the person who had then and there exchanged the notes; and
his position as post mester gave him sufficient opportunities to
have conmitted the rabberies.  All this seemed to authorize
and require nore definite and concentrated measures on Ny
part.

In the mail from Boston, which wes to pass on that route
on the folloning day, sundry tempting-looking packages might
have been found, which were not altogether valueless in a
pecuniary point of view;, and would assuredly have been missed
had they been stopped arywhere short of their place of desti-
nation  In other words, these packages were what are called
decoy letters,—aspecies of device for entrapping the dishonest,
which will always be effectual, and whose detective power the
shrewdest rogue is unable to withstand.  The utmost  sagacity
will never enable ore to distinguish between a decoy-lettcr and
a genuine one, so that the only way of securing safety from
these missives is to let all letters alone.  The coat of ans of
Scotland—a thistle, with the notto “ Noli me tangere,”—
would be an gppropriate device for these paper bomb-shells.

This set of packages, however, passed the suspected point
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in safety on this oocasion, and several times afterwards, for the
very good reason, as it subsequently appeared, that, in the
absence of the post nester, an honest person overhauled the
mails.

The snare wes laid once nore, and with better sucoess.

Upon a certain day, as the mail wes leaving Boston, a letter
containing some fifty dollars, in good and lawful nmoney, duly
marked and recorded, that it might afterwards be idertified,
wes placed in the package of letters for the post-office which
had suffered so many losses before, and to pass through the
office over which he of the tight coat presided.  This package
waes watched by the Special Agent for the distance of seventy
miles or nore, until it had arrived unnolested within ten or
fifteen miles of the suspected office.

About this time | again fell in with Gereral Pierce, who
kindly offered to act in concert with me until the result of that
day's experiment should be decided; he taking the stage
which wes to convey the mail, and | intending to follow after
by private conveyance, both t meet again, and to examine
the contents of the bag after it had passed the dffice at C. The
object of this termporary separation, as my readers will readily
see, wes to prevent the possibility of any recognition of my
person, which might have been incurred had | been seen travel-
ing with a gentleman so well known as the Hon. Mr. Pierce.
Much curiosity would inevitably be manifested to know whom
the U. S. District Attorney had with him, and speculations on
the subject might approach too near the truth for the interests
of public justice.

The uuited efforts of the sixteen legs which inpelled the
« leathermn conveniency” cortaining my friend, the Attorney,
were soon too much for the four that hurried along « Caesar
and his fortunes;” and the first-nentioned vehicle ere long wes
« hull-down” in the distance. | had often been owver this routo
before, yet in somre inconprehensible way, either by tuming off
too often, or not turning often enough, 1 got upon the wrong
road, and came near meking a bungling job of it Pressing

4*
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on as fast as possible to get a glinpse of the stage once nore,
I had driven furiously for several miles, until, becoming con
vinced that | wes not likely to overtake it though | should go
in that direction till doonsday, | halted at a farmhouse which
stood near the road, and addressed*.! man who apparently had
been engaged in cutting wood in the yard, for he stood, axe in
hand, with an unsplit log lying before him The sound of my
wheels had undoubtedly arrested his attention  Dropping his
axe with alacrity, he lounged up to the fence, and leaned his
elbons upon it, evidently prepared to refresh himself after his
bodily toil, with a little social intercourse.

« |s thisthe roed t0 G. ?” said I.

« What are yer in such a darmed hurry for, now;” replied my
interlocutor. « 1've heerd them air wheels of youm a rattiin,
rattiin, this half hour by spells, and 1 don't bleive 1've cut the
vélly of an armfull of wood all that time. 1 do'ro what She'll
say.”

Here he glaneed unesasily over his shoulder tonards the
house, as if he feared Her ane-inspiring presence.

« But, my friend,” 1 renonstrated, “ this don't tell me any-
thing about the road | am in ahurry, and no mistake ; and
I'll be much obliged to you, if youwill give me ashort answer
to a short question.”

“Wal, if that's all you wantvimebbe 1 can ’'commodate yer.
"Taint no wse keeping on this ere road Ef you should drive
ever so fast on't, you couldn't never git to G.  Cause it don't
go there! Wal, you wanted a short answer, so I'll give it to
yer. That are beast 0 youmn lies some good pints.  Wal,
ef youwant to git to G.—lemme see—never bin on this roed
afore, hev you?”

“ Of course | haven't,” replied I, somewhat testily.

« Then you wouldn't know nothin about the old IToxie
place; no, sartin you wouldn't  Wal, abeout two mild furder
on, you'll cone to a brick house with four chimhlys, jist where
another roed comes in. - You tum to the right by the brick
bouse, ad that'll bring you to G.”
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“ How much further is it to G. this way than it is hv the
direct roed 7’

“ Wal, 'bout four mild.”

Upon this, 1 was about starting, when he called out, “ 1 say,
mister, don't you want to trade bosses?  I------ ”

“ What yer beout there, Jerry,” exclaimed a shrill voice
from the house, which could be no other than that of the
redoubtable * She”—* not a stick of wood in the house, and
you a loafm there on the fence. ' | tell you------"

Her further renonstrances were lost to me, but | doubt not
that the luckless Jerry received a suitable reprimand for his
delinquency.

Herc 1 wes then, having four miles further to go than the
stage, and my horse beginning to show unequivocal signs of
fatigue. As the stage driver knew nothing of our plan, the
probability wes that he would pass the next office long before
I could arrive and examine the mail bag.  In this emergency,
I could think of nothing better than to leave horse and car-
riage at sore place on the road and dbtain a saddle-horse,
with which 1 might succeed in “ coming to time.” And after
turning at the “ brick house with four ehimblys,” | wes glad-
dened by the sight of a tavern sone half a mile beyond, to
which | hastened with all practicable speed, and lost no tine
in inquiring whether | could dbtain a substitute for my over-
driven aninal.

The landlord wes prompt in answering my demand, and
forthwith ordered his hostler to put the saddle upon “ Bob.”
While Bob wes being “ got up,” 1 found myself the object of
many inquisitive looks from the assemblage of tavem loun
gers, to whom my arrival wes a rather unusual windfall ; for
it wes not every day that the intervals between drans were
enlivened by such a comet-like approach.  The team wagons
and other vehicles which frequented the road and whose
notionswere as nmethodical as those of the planets—the tavern
being the sun of their system— produced no enotions in the
minds of these idlers, like the unexpected appearance of an



44 THE DANCING HORSE.

unknown body like myself, coming o ore knew whence, and
going no one could tell where. Ore of two altermatives
seened forced on them by the “ hot haste” of my nmoverrents.
The stranger wes either a pursuer or the pursued.  If he wes
the latter, what had he been doing? And if the foner,
of what had somebody else been guilty ? These perplexing
questions were settled in a manner apparently satisfactory t
them, by the inquiry which I nmade of the landlord, wdiether
he had seen a nan pess that way on horseback, leading another
horse, which | described minutely. The arxious audience at
once jumped at the conclusion, as | had intended they should,
that | wes in pursuit of a horse-thief, which inpression | took
care to strengthen by sundry incidental remarks. It seermed
necessary by some such device to prevent all suspicion of my
real character and object, in order that if 1 failed in executing
my design this day, the case might stand as well as before.

By this tine “ Bob” had been saddled and bridled, and
issued forth from the stable, equipped for action, under the
auspices of the hastler. He (to wit, Bob,) wes a stout Cana-
dian pony, rejoicing in a peculiarly shaggy mane, and a tail
which wes well calculated to add conpleteness to my comet-
like character. He was strong of limb, and evidently quite
as conpetent as any quadruped that could ordinarily be found,
to carry me to my destination within the required tine.

As soon as | wes fairly in the saddle, some ore anong the
small crond assenbled to witness my departure, gave a slight
whistle and mede a sound somrething like “ he up,” whereat
the treacherous Bob went through a series of gynmastic perfor-
mances highly gratifying to the select audience in front of the
tavern, and occasioning a display on my part, of equestrian
acconmplishiments which | wes never before conscious of pos-
sessing. The pony elevated himself upon his hind legs so as
to assue an alnost  perpendicular posture, giving e much
the attitude of Napoleon as he is represented in David's well-
known picture, « only nore so.”  After standing thus for an
instant, he commenced a rotary nmoverrent, still upon two legs,
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id (1 coming down, reared in the opposite direction a few tines,
before he sawfit permanently to resune the horizontal position,
I, during this period of revolution, hanging by his neck (my
main Stay,) and losing off my hat in the ardor of myembraees.

While 1 wes thus the sport of circunstances, the spectators
indulged in various jocose observations, which then seened to
me exceedingly ill-timed and inpertinent. One suggested
that 1 was a Millerite, and wes endeavoring to “ go up” on
horseback, at the same time expressing a desire to know what
I would eharge for an extra passenger; while another inquired
what direction | proposed to take in my pursuit of the imegi-
nary horse-thief; intimating a willingness to be in his placo,
so far as concermed any danger of being overtaken by me.

“Well dore!” exclaimed the jolly landlord, as Bob re-
assuned his quadrupedal character.

“No, no,” replied I, * there's too much rare meat in him
for that.”

Under cover of this sally, 1 made a triumphant retreat, the
landlord leading Bob for a little distance, lest he should be
inclined to repeat the entire progranmne.  While thus engaged,
Boniface explained the conduct of the horse, by informing me
that he formrerly belonged to a person who had taught him the
trick, which he would always attempt to go through with
when instigated thereto by such a sound as | heard when |
nounted him With many, apologies for the oocurrence,
“mine host” let go the bridle, and 1 proceeded to find out
what Bob could do with his whole force of legs. This perform:
ance wes nore satisfactory to me than his formrer one, and as
we flew along, his tail and my coat-tails streaming in the air,
I seemed to myself an embodiment of the design upon the
seal of my commission, and wes innardly anmused to think how
soon the ideal post-rider and his steed had found their red
representatives in the persons of myself and Bob.

In this style we dashed ormard, and as | reined in my
panting charger before the door of the hotel in G., the stage
Wes just ready to start, the driver being seated on his official
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throne, whip and reins in hand, looking the picture of inpa
tience. He would have been gone before this, had not the Dis-
trict-Attorney interceded for ashort delay. This gentlemanwas
standing iu the door of the post-office, appearing very much
surprised at my want of punctuality. J1 hasty explanation
produced a smile, and the remark; that it wes a 1good joke.”

A doubt which | suggested, as to the safety of examining
the mail in the presence of the post mester, wes set at rest by
my companion, who assured e that he wes certain of the
integrity of this functionary, and also informed me that he
had been mede acquainted with the object of our call, before
my arrival.  The post mester being a merchant, there wes,
anong the other miscellaneous articles which conpose the
stock of a country store, a fair assortment of gentlemen of
leisure, sitting upon the counter, and reclining in graceful
attitudes upon the boxes andbarrels.  Our unusual novenents
inspired them with urwmonted vigor, and an ardent desire wes
manifested on their part to know what hidden mystery lurked
within the recesses of the mail-bag, which we were about car-
rying to a room abowve, in order to be out of the way of observa
tion. Two of these gentlemen, thirsting for knowledge,
hestily formed thenselves into a committee of investigation,
and folloned us up stairs, until they were sunmarily relieved
from the discharge of their self-imposed duties by a perenptory
intimation from Mr. Pierce, that we wished to be alore for a
short time.

As soon as We had secured ourselves from intrusion, the bag
wes hastily unlocked, and its contents turmed upon the floor.
Each package wes taken up, separately and carefully examined,
but the all-important one, whose absence would indicate uner-
ringly the guilt of the suspected individual, was not there!
This was the most trying and resporsible noment of all, as it
is awvways found to be in such investigations—the nmoment
when it is discovered that the trap has been sprung, and the
rogue is alnost within your grasp.  For experience has shown,
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that missing a “ decoy-letter,” and establishing in a legal
manrer the guilt of the individual who is known to hawve
intercepted it, are two very different things. Much caution is
requisite in the managenent of these eases, in order to leave
o loop-hole of retreat to the culprit  Too hasty novenents
might spoil all, by alanming him before he had put it out of
his power to account plausibly for the detention of the letter;
while a too long delay might enable him to increase materially
the difficulty of obtaining direct evidence, by affording him an
opportunity of disposing of the necessary proof—the letter
itself, and the contained noney.

In the present instance, it was considered that a too speedy
retumn to search for the absent package, might result in finding
it in a perfect state, alloning of the explanation by the post
mester, that it had been left over by mistake in overhauling
the mail, which would have put the case in a capital shape for
a tolerably sharp lanyer to defend. We therefore concluded
to allow several hours to elapse before making a descent upon
the premises, the time being mainly occupied in draning up
the requisite papers, and procuring the attendance of a proper
officer to sene them

All things having been prepared, we started, at about nine
odock in the evening, for the post-office in question. The
office itself wes in a small building, sone twenty rods from
the post mester's house, and as we approached the premises,
o light wes visible, excepting in one of the charbers of the
dwelling. There, accordingly, we directed our steps, and a
few raps upon the door brought doan the post mester, light in
hand, who at once recognised « Squire Paarce,” as he called
the District-Attormey.  This gentleman politely requested him
to step over to the office, to transact some business, the nature
of which he did not then explain.  The post nmester expressed
his readiness to accomparny Mr. Pierce, remarking that he
must first leave him a moment, in order to go to another part
of the house fora lanterm. Some such mancauvre on his part
hed been anticipated, and he wes closely watched—in fact,
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Mr. Pierce went with him—while absent on his errand, to
deprive him of an opportunity of secreting any noney that he
might have on his person

On reaching the post-office, hewss introduced to the Agent,
whose first object wes, to get an admission from him that he
wes present when the nail arrived from Boston that day, that
he overhauled it alone, and that he had at this tine no pack-
ages on hand to go by the mail Norttward the day folloning.
These points having been ascertained, the subject of the
numerous losses on that route wes broached, and the fact
plainly stated, that they had been traced to that office; which
piece of information was received by the post mester with the
utmost apparent self-possession.  Indeed, he seemed exceed-
ingly surprised to hear of the various frauds which | enume-
rated, and professed entire ignorance that anything of the
kind had occurred, assuring me that if such things had been
done, my suspicions &s to his dffice were utterly groundless.

« Do you receive much norey in the course of your busi-
ness, Mr. F. 7’ | asked

« Some,” wes the laconic reply.

“ Have you much on hand now, and is it here, or at the
house, or where is it?”

« 1 don't know that my duty to the Post-office Department
compels me to answer such questions—to strangers, anyhow;”
replied he, with an air of defiance

“Then,” said I, © my duty to the Department will require
me to dispense with further interrogatories, and proceed to
satisfy myself as to the present state of your finances in soe
other, and nore direct way.”

« Well, Squire,” said he, tuming to Mr. Pierce, « 1 want to
know if you have brought this man here to bully me, on my oan
premises, and accuse e of doing things that 1 never thought
of, to say nothing of his impertinence in inquiring iNto My
private business affairs.  Let him find out what he cau about
them | slian't help him.”

The District-Attorney assured him that all was correct; that
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his rights should be protected; and that he had better fumish
the required information as to his means, and allow us to ex-
amine any funds he might have on hand.  This, the Attormey
suggested, would be the ocourse which a regard for his oan
interests should lead him to adopt.

After much grunmbling, and giving vent to his dissatis-
faction by the remark; that “ he didn't see why he should be
picked out. and treated in this way,” he reluctantly complied
with my somewhat urgent request to be alloned to look at the
norey in his possession  Handing e his wallet, he anaited
the result of the examination with all the composure he could
command.  He must have inferred, from what had been said,
that it wes in my power to identify whatever noney he hed
that was unlawfully obtained, yet with the consciousness that
he was thus open to detection, he did not flinch, nor betray
but in asnall degree, the heart-sinking that a knowledge of
his perilous situation could not fail to produce. These were
my first thoughts, but 1 afterwards had occasion to believe that
he wes not anare of the overwhelming proof against hinself
which he supplied as he pessed his pocket-book into my
hands. A hasty examination of its contents revealed unmis-
takable evidence of bis guilt, for on consulting the description
of the bills nailed that noming in Boston, to go some twenty
miles above this point, every one of themwes at once iden
tified !

“Mr. F.,” said 1, “ this noney | sawplaced in a letter in
Boston, this moming, to go some distance above you; how
care it in your wallet ?”

For sone time the unfortunate manwes speechless. Ho
had continued so long in his course of fraud, that the ground
had begun to feel firm beneath his feet, when all at once this
gulf opered before him, about to swallow up everything that
man ought to hold nost dear : character, liberty, the love and
respect of his fellow men, and even property—a thing of com
paratively little inportance— for restitution would justly be
required

n
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The words in which one of Milton's fallen spirits addresses

a brother angel, might appropriately he applied to this victim
of the lust of gold

« If thou be’st he ;—but 0, how fallen, how changed !”

Yes, indeed, howchanged! He had occupied a high position
in conmunity, enjoying the confidence of every one; and had
been elected to places of honor and trust by his fellowtcitizene,
before his appointment to this dffice by the general Goverm:
ment. What wes he now? What would he be when it
should be known everywhere that the exenplary Mr. F. had
been guilty of afelon's crimes, and wes likely to meet with a
felon's doom? How could he ever face again his children,
already deprived of one parent by death, and about to lose
another by that which is worse than death? Ah! if crine
presented the sae aspect before its perpetration that it does
afterward, how vast would be the diminution of human guilt !

The District-Attorney and Sheriff having purposely retired
for a few noments, 1 took ooccasion to represent to F,, in as
strong a light as possible, the disappointrents and distress
which his unprincipled ocourse had occasioned anong the
pupils of the acadermy, at the sane time urging him if he
had not destroyed their letters, to produce them at once, that
they might he forwarded to their rightful onners. He did
not deny that he waes the author of all the mischief, and
stated that the letters he had taken had been destroyed, but
that the noney—several hundred dollars—wes invested in real
estate, and ocould be restored

After | had ascertained these inportant facts, | cornsigned
the criminal to the Sheriff's hands, in virtue of the warrant
which had before been made out, as | have already mentioned.
The Sheriff retumed to the house with him, to allow him to
meke some preparation for a night's ride, and as they issued
from the dwelling, | noticed that F. hed on the identical
Quaker coat, which had been to him what the robe of Nessus
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wes to Hercules,—a gamrent bringing unforeseen destruction
to its wearer.

The trial of the prisoner wes held in due tine, ad its
result fumished no exception to the truth of the Scriptural
declaration respecting the way of trarnsgressors.

Before closing this narrative, 1 should nention that
measures were taken to secure the restoration of their noney
to those who had been defrauded by this nean's dishonesty.
It wes, honever, a sloner process to heal the wounded feelings,
to reestablish the broken friendships, and to reproduce the
lost confidence, of which he had been the guilty cause.
Whether he ever regained his lost reputation, I am unable
to say.

A long course of upright conduct may and ought to oblit-
erate the menory of former crime, hut the commission of
such crines ordinarily raises additional barriers in the way of
a virtuous life; and too often it were as hopeful a task to
collect the fragments of a dianmond which hes just been dashed
upon the paverrent, and attermpt to reconstruct it in its original
beauty, as to gather up the remains of a ruined character, and
endeavor to restore it to its former lustre.
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Those Who are connected in any way with the adminis-
tration of the lawy find their sympathies excited in very differ-
ent degrees by the several cases which they have in hand from
time to time. Although the ruin of character is to be
deplored under all circunstances, yet it never gives rie to
greater conmiseration and regret than when it destroys nore
than ordinary capabilities for adorning and profiting society.
Such were the capabilities possessed by Thomes L., the subject
of the folloning sketch.

| have rarely, in my dfficial capecity, come in contact with
a young man who wes nore richly eudowed with acuteness of
intellect, brilliancy of talent, and fascination of manners; and
in addition to these gifts of nature, he had received from a
devoted nother those lessorns of norality and religion which
she fondly hoped would guard him from the dangers that
might beset his path. Well wes it for her peace of mind
that she wes renoved to that world *“ where the wicked oease
from troubling, and the weary are at rest,” while yet her

(52
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beloved son retained an unsullied character, and the respect
of his fellonsnmen

Such was the young man whose fall 1 have to record  His
enployer, the post mester, was a man of anple pecuniary
means, independent of the enolurents of his office, and, as is
often true in similar cases, giving but little time or attention
to the discharge of its duties. Nor wes his immediate super-
intendence necessary, sofar as concermed the detalls of busi-
ness, for his young Assistant, though only eighteen years of
age, kept everything in complete order, and so administered
the office, with the occasional assistance of a younger lad, as to
give perfect satisfaction to all who had dealings with it, and to
render the angel-like visits of the post mester a matter of very
little consequence to the public. But this universal popu-
larity, and the absence of supervision and of restraint, other
than that supplied by his oan conscience, were circunstances
unfavorable to the preservation of his integrity, and laid him
open to the tenptations which so essily assail those of like
character and similarly situated.

The nost gifted and socially attractive are always peculiarly
exposed to danger of this kind, and nothing short of finmly
established principle can be relied on for safety. Doubtless,
the truths which his departed mother had endeavored to inmt
press upon his young mind often sounded their tones of warm
ing in his ears; yet they were too weak to he heard in the
roar of the stream which wes hearing himalong to destruction

A few drops of water seem of little importance.  They may
sparkle as dew; they may form a rainbow; but when, united
to others, they rush oomard as a mighty torrent, sweeping
everything before them we nmay see how pleasing and often
apparently trifling are the beginnings of evil, and how irresisti-
ble are its donrward tendencies to thase who put thermselves
within its power.

The wsual enticenents of a nmoderate-sized Messachusetts
country village—the sleighing parties, dancing schools, balls,
refreshment saloors, bowling alleys, &e., conspired in this case

5 :
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to invite corsiderable expenditures, and the subject of this
sketch, in his attenpt to keep up with the course of extrava
gance aud unthinking dissipation upon which his companions
had entered, who could better afford the expense, found his
means entirely inadequate to this end; but before making the
discovery, he had been committed to the whirlpool of fash
ionable pleasure too far to extricate hinself without much
difficulty.

The first effects of this course began to show thermselves in
the frequent closing of the dffice in advance of the proper
time, and the opening of it at irregular and often uuseasonablo
hours.  Whispers of complaint were heard on the part of
business men, which, coming to the ears of the post nester,
were folloned by sone gentle remorstrances—gentle they
necessarily were, for circustances already related had given
the boy too much consequence (rendering bis services, as he
well knew; quite indispensable) to allow him to hear patiently
anything like a “ blomng up” from his too easy emrployer.
For a time, however, this remissness ceased, and like sone
nable ship struck by a heavwy wave and brought to a monmen-
tary stand, while driving orward to shipwreck, this promising
young man appeared to paLse in his dangerous career, aud for
a while all seermed to be going onwell.  But the inprovenent
wes only temporary.  The importunities of his conpanions,
innocent perhaps of any vicious design, again diverted his
attention from business, and be wes soon fairly in the old track
of pleasure-seeking, regardless of the sacrifice of tine or money

Having the entire control of the post-office funds, and not
being required to account for the norey collected till the close
of the quarter, he at first ventured to use these funds in a lim
ited way, to pay the nore urgent demands upon him, trusting,
& he afterwards expressed hinself, that « something would
twm up,” he knew not what, to enable him to replace the
noney before the quarterly settlenent with his confiding em+
ployer. As the time approached, he discovered with disnay
that the deficiency anmounted to soe seventy-five dollars.
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Huw to meke this good wes a perplexing question, which occur
pied his daily thoughts and disturbed his nightly slurrbers.
He wes proud-spirited, and up to this tine, had enjoyed an
unspotted reputation.  Discovery must be averted at any rate.
At this juncture, the thought of some property which his
widowed nother at her death had left for him in the hands
of a relative living at a distance, came to his relief, and he
resolved to lose no time in applying for aid in that direction
A frank and full staterent of his real situation would no doubt
have brought him the desired aid, but, as will be seen in his
letter of application to his uncle, he wes induced to give a
false reason for his need of funds, and the oold, business
like reply which folloned, is such as would naturally be ex-
pected from one who had no sympathy with the weaknesses of
youth, and no disposition to inquire with a kindly interest into
the affairs of his young relative. Had this reply been differ-
ent in its tong, it might have drawn out the requisite explana-
tion, and have effectually prevented what afterwards occurred.
Here are the letters :

E------ , Mass., February 16th, 1849.
My dear Uncle,

I nm in need of some funds, say seventy-fire dollars. | have fool-
ishly loaned about that amount in small sums to a friend at school
here, upon whose word | thought | could depend, when he promised
me he could replace it at any moment | desired. | shall consider it
a great favor if you will accommodate me.

Your affectionate nephew,

Thomas.

To this the folloning reply wes received :—

New York, February 19th, 1849.
My dear Sir,

Your letter of the 16th inst. is before me, soliciting the sum of
seventy-five dollars. This singular request has very much surprised
me, as in the first place | have no available means in my hands
belonging to you, and besides, if 1 had, | should not be in a hurry
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to relieve you from the embarrassment which you seem to be in, as
it may learn you to be more cautious in future.

I have understood that your compensation is ample for your sup-
port, if you are economical ; but if you lend your money to spend-
thrifts, and get swindled out of it, it is your own affair. This is the
opinion of

Yours, &c.,
Henrt S-—---- .

It can be imagined how much a response of this description
wes calculated to open the heart, or invite the confidence of
the unfortunate Thomes.  His pride felt sorely the repulsive
tore which his uncle adopted, and the supposed disgrace of
mating an unsuccessful application for money, to say nothing
of the slurs cast yoon his own discretion, and the honor
of his companions. At this critical juncture in the character
and affairs of the young man, such a cold rebuff wes like a
deathrblow to all purposes of future fidelity and honesty; and
as | listened to this part of the instructive narration, 1 could
not but feel that the uncle, by withholding needed sympathy
and aid, wes in sone degree resporsible for the after course of
his erring nephew.

All hope of assistance in this direction having been aban
doned, desperation suggested a further departure from honesty.

« It is but a little nore risk/” whispered the fiend -« Take
enough to make this quarter’'s account square, and you will
core out right somehow before another settlement.”

Weakened conscience wes unable to withstand the pressure
of circunstances, and the plausible schene proposed for relief.
So, noney lettere, which heretofore had been perfectly safe, were
enmptied of their contents to meet the present exigency.

Indications not to be mistaken, that sone one waes robbing
the mails in that vicinity, soon began to gppear, though anong
all the conplaints, not one referred to the loss of any letter
nmeiled at or addressed to the officeat E.  They all related to
inportant letters posted at other offices, but passing through
E., ad it was not until all sorts of tests and experiments had
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been tried in vain at other points, and every other node of
operation exhausted, that the Agent took up tenporary quar*
ters at the private residence of an acquaintance, from which,
without being abserved, he could overlook this office, hitherto
the least suspected on the route.

The opportunity afforded after dark of taking a glance at
the interior of the office and its principal occupant, through
the glass boxes in front, wes of course properly inproved, and
this little experiment furnished, as the result shoned, an im-
portant clue to the whole matter; for on the first evening's
watch, | discovered what | deermed evidence of the clerks
quilt.

Stepping silently and unnoticed into the vestibule of the
office, and gaining a position whence 1 could obsene his no-
tions, | distinctly saw him thrust what appeared to be a letter
into the stove, afterwards taking up awallet from the table
and placing it hastily in his pocket. | must have mede sonme
slight noise, for after doing this, he suddenly turned and looked
sharply in my direction.

This may have been nothing nore than the instinctive
glance of distrust which those who have not the entire con-
trol of thenselves are apt to cast around after doing some-
thing that they would dislike to be detected in.

However it may have been, thinking that he had dis-
covered e, |1 stepped boldly up to the “ general delivery,”
and inquired for a letter for “ Robert Marshall, Tailroed con+
tractor,” takiug occasion to obsenve him closely as he wes en+
gaged in running over the letters. He seemed confused,
his hands shook a little, his face was flushed, and his woice
wes inclined to trenble, as he replied that there was “ nothing
for Robert Marshall.” | attributed all this to fear lest his
previous movements might have been obsenved, and left the
office, strongly suspecting that Thomes L. wes the author of
the depredations in question.

A few experiments in the way of “ decoy letters,” mailed
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BO &s 1o pess through that office, soon converted suspicion into
certainty. One of these letters, containing sundry bank-notes,
disappeared, and one of the notes wes traced directly back to
his hands. Row this wes done, the reader will prabably irsist
upon knowing, ard it is my intention to gratify this thirst for
information, although in so doing | shall be conpelled to
reveal a degree of urskilfulness in the game of tenpins
which would deter the most sanguine ganester from betting on
my head

In the basement of the hotel was a bowling saloon, which,
re | had ascertained, the suspected clerk wes in the habit of
visiting inthe evening, after closing the post-office, and this fact
suggested my plan | might have arrested and searched
him at once, but 1 thought it the better way to watch the
noney exchanged by him in the hope that sore of the miss-
ing bills might thus core to light.

For if he should chance to have none of these about his
person, a search would spail all, by putting him on his guard,
wheress if he should offer none of them, no harm would be
dore, and things would renain in statu quo.

With these viens | made a confidant of the landlord of the
hatel which contained the bowling saloon, and agreed to nmeet
him there early in the evening for a“ roll,” and arranged that
in case the young man came in as usual, my partner should
excuse himself, and substitute L. in his place, to dblige a
stranger, who, of course, wes rolling merely for exercise.

My design in making this arrangement wes to fasten the
expense of the evening's recreation upon L. by a brilliant and
overpowering display of my skill in bowling, calculating that
he would probably pess sone of the stolen noney in paynment.
This was my programme—how it wes executed | shall proceed
to showy

“ Mine host” and 1 had been rolling perhaps half an hour,
when a finelooking, well-dressed young man entered the
saloon, whom | at once recognised as L.  The landlord ad

myself happened to be the only ones then engaged in playing,
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as it wes rather early in the evening for the appearance of nost
of those who resorted there; so L. watched our gamre for a
while, till the landlord, looking at his watch, remarked that he
had an engagement which must he attended to immediately,
and tuming to L., said,

« Here, Tom, you take my place with this gentleman, for
I"'ve got to go anay.”

“ Enough said,” replied Tom =« | amalways on hand for
nost any kind of abal.”

As | looked at the pleasing features and intelligent counte-
nance of the young man, apang of sorrowshot through my heart,
to think that over his head the invisible sword of justice wes
even now suspended.  But such reflections are unprofitable,
inasmuch as they tend to unfit one for the discharge of pain
ful duty. Sol dismissed them as far as | could, and applied

myself to my double gane—

“ Rolling down al once, by a double stroke,
A man, & Wl as apin,”

The first roll of my new antagonist shook my faith in the
feasibility of my plan, for the ball went clattering among the
wooden. platoors like the grape-shot at Balaklava, and in an
instant ten block heads bit the dust.

“ A rather bad beginning,” thought I; “but | don't believo
he can db that again.”

Comforting myself with this reflection, | applied al tho
practical and theoretical skill 1 wes mester of, to vanquish my
experienced foe, | called to mind my long dormant and sler+
der knowedge about the angles of incidence and reflection |
corsidered the nature of resultant forces, and the effect which
aball impinging on pin A would have upon the uprightness
of its neighbors, B, C, &. | thus devised theoretical -« ten
strikes,” which (doubtless from somre defect in the reasoning)
would fall short of my ideal standard by as much as four or
five pins; and on several occasions, the ball strayed alnost
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innocuowsly through the ranks, prostrating only one or two of
the outposts. -1 had a few trarsient gleanrs of light when my
adversary grew somewhat careless, perhaps from continued
success; hut darkness soon retumed upon My prospects, and |
saw in my mind's eye the noney coming from my pocket and
not his.

We held but little conversation during the progress of our
game, for my thoughts were preoccupied with my ultimate ob-
ject, and L. made no great effort to overcome nmy taciturnity;,
yet some casual remarks were nmede which shoned that he
identified me as the person who inquired for letters for *“ Robert
Marshall, railroed contractor.”

After playing thus for some time, he invited ne to take a
glass of ale, which propasition | gladly accepted, as it would
give me ore nore chance to know sonrething about the conterts
of his pocket book 1 began to think that my toils were nearly
over, and as we stood imbibing the fluid, 1 could hardly waeit
until the glasses were enptied, in my inpatience to see the
bank-note produced which wes to settle at once the bill, and
him

Delusive articipations! The credit system interposed to
crush my hopes, for L. said to the bar-tender, « Put it doan
to me, Jim.”

As “ Jim” put it doan, 1 felt put down, and folloned my
companion back to the alley as hunmbly as if we had changed
places, and | wes the suspected ore.

“ Come, Mr. L.,” said I, after we had resured our gane,
« you play so much better than | that you will be safe in giving
me sore little advartage.  Just allowne twenty on a ‘ string,’
and let me see if | can do any better at that.”

“ Very well, sir,” said he, “ | will doit, although | am afraid
you will be too much for me.”

But | wes not, and after playing until the establishment
closed for the night, 1 found myself under the disagreeable
necessity of paying some three dollars for the privilege of being
thoroughly defeated, deducting the benefit received from nore
than two hours' nard work !
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One other expedient suggested itself, nanely, offering in
paynment a twenty dollar note, in the hope that the proprietor,
finding it inconvenient to make change, would call on the vic-
torious clerk to acconmrodate him, and thus would bring to light
the missing bills. But this device also failed.

I did not yet “ give up the ship.”

“1 don't know how it is with you, L.,” said I, “ but | feel
rather enmpty about the epigastric region, after such a pull as
you have given me, and | should think you might afford to
treat a fellow."

“Well, 1 don't care if | do," said he. =1 feel a sort of
gnawing under my vest.  Cone up stairs, and we'll get some-
thing.” '

To this | replied that | wes tired of the noise, and would
rather go to sore nore quiet place. He readily assented, and
led the way to a neighboring restaurant. We ensconced our-
selves within one of the curtained recesses, and here | devoted
myself to the consumption of as much “ provant” as my diges-
tive organs could dispose of, with the intention of running up
as large a hill as possible, iu order that a bauk-note might he
offered in payment, and the desired proof of my conmpanion’s
guilt secured. | sawthrough the cormer of my eye that ho
seened to be studying my physiognoimy, and the thought came
into my mind that his readiness to “ treat' wes oning to his
wish for a good opportunity to find out something nore about
me. Wc had begun to talk about various kinds of occupations,
and he inquired,

“Is not your business a prdfitable one, Mr.—Marshall, |
believe ?"

I acknoMedged the name, and said that my business wes
anything but a profitable one.*

“Isn't it a rather ticklish one, nowa-days? so much ras-
cality you know.”

* See Act of Congress establishing the compensation of Special
Agents.
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“Yes, but 1 mean to look out sharp for rogues, and to be
Dretty sure that | deal with people | can trust”

“ 1 have avery good situation in the post-office,” said he,
“ but 1 sometinmes wish to be where | could have nore variety
—somne kind of business that would require e to travel.”

“ You had better be contented where you are,” replied I;
“ this seventeenryear old fever never did any one much good.
If you are faithful in your present place, you will have no
trouble in getting a better situation a few years hence.”

To this he made o reply, and the conversation dropped.

After | had appeased “ the sacred rage of hunger,” and
added somre works of supererogation in that line for the fur-
therance of my object, we emerged from our retreat, as “ the
iron tongue of midnight” wes tolling twelve, which sounded to
ne like the krell of my companion’'s doom for | felt confident
that the time had now come for the denouement of the two-act
dramawhich we had been playing that evening. It seemed
extremely improbable that there should be here any accommo-
dating “ Jim” to score down the little bill for future settlement.
But therewes. We went up to what wes then the bar, but in
these temperance times would be called the “ office” and L.
said to the presiding genius, with a familiar and confident
air, “ Just charge that to me, and I'll make it all right.”

“ Rather all wong,” thought 1.

As we passed out into the darkness of the night and stood
for a moment on the steps, | thought | discovered, by the
faint light of a street lanp, my companion observing me with
scrutinizing glances, thus seeming to indicate a suspicion on
his part that our rapid acqguaintance and companionship had
not been without some design, which he wes desirous of pene-
trating. Indeed a fear of this produced anything but agree-
able reflections after we had separated, and 1 had retired to
my lodgings. Could it be that a suspicion of my real object
had prevented him from paying for the ale, and settling the
bill at the restaurant? It seemed possible, certainly, yet under
other circunstances | should have thought nothing of the
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occurrence, and he seemed to be satisfied with the u dodge”
of the « railroad contractor.”

Then canme adoubt as to the wisdom of the policy 1 hed
adopted, in alloning him to be at large, instead of arresting
him at once on the disappearance of the decoy letter. Sev-
eral days had elapsed since it wes taken, and the probability of
finding any part of its conterts upon him, hardly seermmed towar-
rant a resort to that course now; so, on the whole, I concluded
to persevere in the cautious line of policy with which 1 had
commenced.

In the ocourse of a conversation which | held with the afore-
mentioned landlord, on the following day, the fact cane tc
light that he had a claim against L., for noney loaned. It
occurred to me that an urgent application for its repaynment
might accorplish the desired object, and | requested the
landlord to assist e in thisway. He readily complied, ard
after a second appeal the debt wes discharged, and anong the
money, which | lost no time in conparing with the descrip-
tion of that purloined from the letter, wes a five dollar note
that | at once identified as one of the stolen bills.

Notwithstanding this overwhelming evidence as to the
origin of the mail depredations on this route, there were good
reasors for further delay in making the arrest, especially as it
seemed unlikely that the person detected would know anything
of his real situation for a few days. During this interval, |
found it necessary to visit a neighboring city. The reader
may judge of my surprise at receiving, two days afterwards, a
letter, of which the folloning is a copy —

Sir,

I have ascertained, no matter how, that you are the rail-
road contractor” whom | met in the basement of the hotel in this
place a few eveniugs since, and who partook of my hospitalities after-
wards at M------ 's saloon. Also that you entertained and perhaps
still entertain some doubts of my honesty, as a clerk in the post-office
here.

I am sorry you had not the candor to say as much to my face, and
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ums afford me the opportunity of satisfying you as to my standing
and character among those who have known me best and longest.
You are welcome, sir, to all the advantage you obtained in your under-
handed dealings with me on the occasion referred to ; if, however, you
cannot prostrate private character faster than you can ten-pins, |
think |1 have but little to fear at present.
Yours, noi very respectfully,
Thomas L------ .
To J. Holbrook,
Special Agent, P. 0. Dept.

Howv this clue to my dfficial identity wes obtained, 1 failed
to discowver at the tine, and have been no wiser on that point
at any period since. Nor wes it of much account, as the
information, from whatever quarter derived, cane too late to
be of any awvail, and after he had exposed hinself by passing
the noney which had heen placed in the nail to detect him
When he was preparing the abowve epistle, congratulating him:
self on my want of skill at prostrating « private character,”
little did he think that | had already achieved a sweeping <ten-
strike” in his own case'!

The necessary conplaint wes made, a warrant issued, ad
the unfortunate young man taken into custody by the U. S.
Marshal. 1 shall never forget the indescribable look which he
gave e aa he entered the office of the U. S. Commissioner,
for a preliminary examination. It wes the first time we had
met since the menorable roll and supper, and the quondam
*“ railroad contractor” nowfirst appeared to his eye transmuted
into the formidable « Special Agent.”

There wes little surprise in his look, but an expression of
nortified pride and anger, as he addressed ne in a low tore,

« | thought 1 should meetyou here!”

« Well, Thomas,” said I, « 1 don't know as you will believe
me, but, | assure you, | heartily regret that you are brought
to this pess, and if the ends of justice could be armswered, |
should he the first to let you go free.”
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“ Perhaps you would,” replied he, noodily. “ It's essy
enough to say so.”

“But,” | remarked, “ 1 want you to take a reasongble
view of the matter. You cannot think me so destitute of
comnon humanity as towish to place any one in such anunpleas-
ant position, much less a young man like yourself, so capable
of better things.”

He appeared to be somawhat inpressed by the eamestness
with which | spoke, and answered in a softened tore,

41 suppose 1 ought to believe you, but it seerrs hard to be
entrapped in the way | have been.”

“ It may be the best thing that could have happened to you
under the circunstances,” said I, “ and 1 sincerely hope that
it will prove so.”

I wes desirous of making him see that | wes actuated in
the course | had taken by no notive other than a wish to dis-
charge my duty faithfully, and therefore left him for the time
to corsider what | had said, confident that a little reflection
would calm his ruffled tenper, and lead him to a correct view
of the case.  In this | was not mistaken, and when | urged
him to make a confession on the ground of justice to others,
and his own interest, he “ made a clean breast” of it, and gave
in substance the account of his dowrward course, with which
the reader is already familiar. He expressed much regret
and penitence, and a moumful satisfaction that his nmother
wes not alive to knowv of his disgrace.

It seens unnecessary to pursue the subject further. The
force of the lesson it is calculated to teach would not thus bo
increased, and the feelings of some might be harroned up,
who should rather receive sympathy and consolation

6*
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The jealousies and rivalry often existing between persons
of similar occupations, which supply the truth contained il
the old proverb, « Two of a trade can never agree,” are fos-
tered and strengthened in snall towns to an extent which is
not as conspicuous, and perhaps not as frequently dbsenved iu
larger places.  For this general spirit-of emulation and strife
is greatly aggravated by the interest that alnost all the inha
bitants of small communities feel in the sayings and doings of
their neighbors.

This interest is too often manifested by reporting from ane
to ancther hasty and ill-considered speeches, which should be
suffered to die where they arebom; but thus set in notion by
careless tongues, for the benefit of itching ears, they roll on
like snowballs, and attain a size and shape hardly recognisable
by those who gave them their first impulse.

An incidental, but an important consequence of these cir-
cunrstances, is the ready formation of parties about alnost
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every quarrel that nay arise iu such avillage. The tranquil
surface of country life is in.this way disturbed, like that of a
still lake by the plunge of a store into its basom and the
resulting waves, in both instances, extend indefinitely in every
direction

The bustling little toamn of bl wes not exenpt from the
evils at which 1 have glanced, for the half-dozen shopkeepers
who supplied the inhabitants with their necessaries and luxu-
ries, fully exenplified the truth of the proverb above quoted.
Their rivalry, honever, wes not exercised by and tonard one
another inpartially, but it wes rather a contest between the
old, established nmerchants of the place, and one whose coming
wes of a conparatively recent date. It wes, in short, a com
petition between Old and Young America

The old school merchants affected to look with contermpt on
their younger brother and his goods, suggesting that, however
alluring his prices and commodities might be, his custorers
would find to their cost, that “ All is not gold that glitters."
Hints were thronn out about calicoes that “ did from their
ocolor fly," and sugar that was not entirely soluble in hot
water. It wes also darkly intimated that B. (the merchant in
question) couldn't stand it long at the rate he was going on,
rashly keeping his assortment full all the time, instead of
cautiously waiting until an article wes ordered, before he sent
for it This sort of thing would never do. It wes sure to
bring him to ruin.

On the other hand, the enterprising B. ridiculed the clique
of « old fogies," as he tenmed them, and characterized their
establishnments as “ Museurrs of Antiquities.”” In accordance
with the spirit of the age, he lined his shop with vast hand
bills, printed on type of stupendous size, so that he who rums
might read; with such headings as “ The only Cheap Store !"
* Fresh and fashionable Goods at Low Prices!" “ This Stock
of Goods bought within the present Century!” and other
wonderful announcements, which drew the susceptible public
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within his doors to a greater extent than was agreeable to the
feelings or the interests of his « slower" conpetitors.

And as if all this was not enough, by way of climax to his
prosperous course, B. received the appointment of post mester.
The post-office, as a matter of course, always brings an increase
of business to the store where it is kept; and in the present
instance, B. did not fail to secure all the advantages arising
from his paosition.

And so successfully did he manage his affairs, with this addi-
tional inpetus, that one or two of his opponents, finding many
of their custorers deserting them by reason of the superior
attractions of the « new store," abandoned the field in disgust,
determined, however, to lose no gpportunity of undermining
the object of their jealousy, or at least of injuring his pros-
pects.

Rurmors, detrimental not only to his reputation as a man of
business, but to his character as a post nmester, soon got abroad
How they originated, no one knew; whether they had any
foundation in truth, no one could say. The baseless reports
which malice invents, have no nore permanent effect upon an
upright character, than have flying clouds upon the nountain
which they may tenporarily obscure; and it is only when
runors are Weighted by truth, that they can injure materially
the adbject at which they are aimed.

“ Honor dwelling in the heart,
Welcome friends or welcome foes.
Whensoe’er it doth depart,
Smiles are weak, but strong are blows.”

Anonymous letters were despatched to the Post Master
General, expressing awant of confidence in the managenent
of the office, and hinting at something of a nore criminal
nature than mere official carelessness and neglect; but as such
conplaints arc always disregarded when unaccompanied by
resporsible names  (being considered the result of personal
rivalry or malice!, nothing wes dore in the premises.
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These unknown correspondents; however, did not ceese from
their machinations, and it soon cane to the ears of the db-
noxious post nmester, that he had been assailed at head-quarters ;
unjustly, as he claimed. So he lost o tine in repelling the
« vile slanders” through the medium of sundry longwinded
communications to the Department, the burthen of which wes,
that business rivals had dore it all; and that the ridiculous
stories which had been set afloat, originated entirely in the
uworthy design of building up their authors on the ruins of
his good name.  And in the nost indignant tems he courted,
and even demanded, a careful investigation of his official acts
and his private character.

These various commrunications on both sides were all
referred to the Special Agent, that he might establish either
the truth or the falsity of the charges made against this post
nmester.

The first step wes to obtain a private interview with some
of the complainants, who were traced out by neans of the
specimens of their handvwriting fumished by the letters they
hed sent to the Department.

They readily admitted thermselves to be the authors of those
docunrents, after having been assured that the Government
had no other object than to ascertain the truth, and to protect
the rights of the citizens who had an interest in the post-office.
I gave them to understand that the Department required
something nore than mere assertion as a ground for decided
action -, and suggested, that if those charges were well founded,
which represented the loss of valuable letters posted at that
aoffice, their truth could be shown by fumishing a list of such
letters, and a statement of all the facts, by the parties inme-
diately interested.

As had been stated, the accusers of B. proved to be his
rirals in trade, and their active friends, animated and inpelled
by that bitter competition of which |1 have already spoken.

In addition to the causes to which | have alluded as espe-
cially influential in country places, to produce such a state of
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feeling, may be mentioned a sectarian spirit, the bane of many
small villages, creating needless prejudices, dividing the com
munity into discordant fragments, and forcing a man to stand,
in a degree at least, not on his own nrerits, but on the prefer-
ence of the sect with which he may be connected.  This sen+
timent is in some nmeasure natural, and unavoidable.  Simi-
larity of opinion tends to create favorable prepossessions
tonard those who thus agree, but is ever liable to produce an
exclusive feeling which does injustice to all concermed

Thus arises much of the sympathy and preferences which
are so'strongly felt in small conmunities, especially tonards
merchants and professional men.

Dr. Wilkins goes to our nmeeting, therefore he is a good doc
tor, whatever other folks may say. Mrs. Garfield, the trader's
wife, is such a good woman, and did so much in fixing up our
church and the vestry, that we must all « patronize” her hus-
band, and sustain him against his enemies, who oppose him
solely on account of his activity, and that of his family, in
building up - our society.”” Dr. Wilkins may not be emi-
nently successful in the treatment of his patients, and Mr.
Garfield may be far from remarkable for his moderate prices,
yet their enthusiastic friends stick to them through thick and
thin.

All these things must be taken into the account in pursuing
investigations like those which 1 had just commenced, ard
due allonance mede for the disturbing forces acting on the
minds of those who undertake to fumish the required infor-
mation. The rubbish of selfishness and gossip must be throan
aside, and only those staterments regarded which are corrdb-
orated by sufficient evidence.

Acting upon this rule in the present instance, but willing,
in justice to the accused as well asto the public, to follow up
even the accusations of open enemies, | instituted careful in-
quiries in the right quarter, which soon established the fact
that there wes a screw loose not far from that post office, if not
directly in connection with it But for sone weeks previous,
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no lettera had heen disturbed which were deposited in or ad
dressed to this office, the failures having been confined to the
mails which passed through it and were there assorted.  This
circunstance rather confinmed suspicion than otherwise, for
the post mester being anare of the complaints sent to Wash-
ington, would corsider it necessary to use greater caution in
carrying on his depredations (if he were guilty,) especially in
regard to the cdlass of letters taken But in such cases, as in
those that come under the supervision of medical art, various
applications are required according to the changes in synptons
and circunstances.

For instance, | might perhaps have worked to this day in
the ordinary line of experiments, such as depositing special
test letters in that office, or sending them to be delivered
there, and all to no purpose.  They would, for a tine at least,
have been the object of special care, and particular pains
would have been taken for their safe dispatch; while if dis-
honesty really existed, it would seek out and avail itself of
such opportunities as would not be likely to betray it, or to
attract the attention of the self-constituted “ vigilance com
mittee,” which had already sounded the alarm

With such views, | adopted a species of “ decoy” which |
thought best suited to meet the exigencies of the case. In
the first place a document wes prepared addressed to an imegi-
nary firm at Rouse’s Point, New York. It read as follons :

Boston, March 20, 1850.
Messrs. Baxter & Clark,
Gentlemen,

Herewith you will receive twenty-five dollars and fifty cents, the
balance of my account, and for which you will please send me a re-
ceipt as soon as convenient.

When does either of your firm intend to visit Boston ? | like the
articles you last sent me very much better than the former ones, and
so say my customers,—will send you another order before long.

Very Respectfully Yours,
F. P. Ckake, Jr.
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Bank notes of a small denomination were used to meke up
the twenty-five dollars naned in the letter, and two Anerican
quarters enclosed, to nmeke it nore attractive; both bills and
specie having been marked, and a full description of them
taken

Ancther letter, written in a different hand, addressed to a
lady, and containing nothing of value, wes also prepared and
placed in a note envelope, to acconparty the above business
letter. Here is a copy of it —

Boston, March 19, 1850.
My Dear Cousin,

Since you visited us, we have experienced important changes. Our
family is pretty much broken up by George's death. Father and
mother depended so much on him to manage our out of doors affairs,
that they don't feel lite keeping house any longer, and have gone
to boarding, and as | shall not have any particular household cares,
I expect to be floating about, like many others of the sisterhood of
old maids, ready to make myself generally useful.

- Perhaps | may inflict a visit on you in the course of the summer,
and help you to take care of that baby. | can’'t stop to writo any
more, for we are hardly settled after moving. Father and mother
send love to you and husband.

Your Affectionate

Sarau.

My object in sending this second missive wes to prevent
any suspicion that otherwise might arise in regard to the
nmoney-letter.  For it might reasonably be presured that the
accused post nester would be on the watch for anything that
could by any possibility compromise him; and a solitary letter
containing funds, pessing through his office, might « give him
pause,” in case he should have any desire to appropriate its
conterts.

Both letters were directed to House's Point, N. Y., regu
larly post-marked at the Boston post-office, and the post bill
also made out for Rouse’s Point.  But on the outside wrapyper
wes purposely written the name of the office which 1 wished
to test  This would excite no suspicion, for mistakes such a3
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this appeared to he, do sometimes occur in the hurry of
meking up the mails. Instead of putting the package into
the mail, however, 1 conveyed it myself to a point near the
tonwn of H., and saw it placed in the pouch just before it
reached that office

The question now to be settled wes, whether on taking off
the wrapper (marked < H.” as the reader will remember,) and
finding the enclosed letters directed to ancther place, he would
fornard them to their address, as was his duty, or would
appropriate them to hinself, believing that they had cone
there in consequence of a mere accident, and that if he should
see fit to take possession of them the circumrstances of the
case would effectually conceal his crime, and render search
unavailing.

It may be said that this waes carrying tenptation too far.
By nonmearns. What degree of integrity should be reasonably
required, let me ask, of a person in the service of the public,
occupying a resporsible position like that of a post mester ?
upon whose fidelity depend the prompt and safe transaction of
business, and the security of many other interests of social life.
Will avaletudinarianvirtue answer the purpose? avirtue strong
against weak tenptations, but weak against strong ones ? The
man whose principles cannot withstand every degree of entice-
ment to dishonesty, is unfit for any place of trust

Furthermore, the combination of circurmstances which | have
just described, might occur in the experience of any post nester
throughout the country, and the sufferers by the unfaithfulness
of an official so tempted, would hardly be satisfied with being told
that he could have resisted any ordinary enticement, but that
such an opportunity wes too good to be lost.

It should be bome in mind that up to this time, the party
whose character wes involved in these investigations and ex-
periments, wes totally unaware of the visits of the Agent to his
neighborhood.

The missent package referred to, arrived at the office in H.
onthee;?ening of the day'rhat it left Boston, and should have
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been remeiled and forwarded on the folloning morning; but
a cdlose examination of the contents of the nail-bag soon after
it left H., failed to bring to light the hidden tressure. No
package for Rouse’s Point mede its appearance.

This, honever, did not make out a dear case against the
« persecuted” official, neither did it justify his arrest

It ococurred to e, on failing to find the letters referred to,
that the wrapper in which they had been enclosed, might have
been used in sending off other letters that moming, it being
the custom in nost of the smeller offices, as a natter of econo-
my, to use the same wrappers several tines by tuming or
reversing them A short search produced the paper in ques-
tion, which |1 renoved from the package it enclosed, and sub-
stituted another in its place.

Here wes an additional proof that the decoy package had
reached the office at H., and had been gpened, as the new
address upon the wrapperwes in the post mester’ s handwriting.
He could not therefore say that he had never received such a
package at his office, or should he nake such an assertion, as
he would be very likely to do if he were guilty, the production
of this envelope would shut his mouth, and go far to prove his
evil intentions.

But the case, at this stage, was very far from being a clear
one against him, and he yet had a chance, if he were an honest
man, of coming out triumphant over the efforts of malice, and
the wiles of his - persecutors.”

The renoval of the wrapper and its use in enclasing other
packages wes all natural enough, being, as | have said, agree
able to the frequent custom in such small offices, and even the
nonappearance of the Rouse’s Point letters might yet be ac-
counted for on the supposition that he had laid them asice to
be formarded, and had forgotten them; or that not observing
the nane of the toan to which they were addressed, he had
placed them in the « gereral delivery,” where they might at
that moment be lying unnolested.

Desirous of affording the suspected man a fair chance
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prove his innocence in this metter, if that were possible, and
acting in accordance with the above-mentioned charitable sup-
positiors, | alloned two other opportunities of remailing the
letters to pess, but after searching in vain for them on both
occasiors, | resolved towait upon the post mester and talk over
freely and frankly the subject of his enemies’ attacks, believing
that he would not for a moment dream that 1 had any connec-
tion with the missing package, even if he had purloined it—
a calculation which afterwards proved to be perfectly correct

Accordingly | proceeded to the hotel at an early hour in the
moming, intending not to seek an interviewwith him till after
breakfast, and while waiting in the bar-room | overheard the
folloning conversation.  For convenience’ sake | will indicate
the different speakers by letters of the alphabet.

Mr. A. (to C just entering the room.)—* Good nmoming,
Mr. C. Are you ‘amed and equipped as the law directs’ to go
ower to F 7’ (a neighboring town.)

c.— = You mean by that, | suppose, whether 1 have laid in
enough cigars to last till | get there, and patience enough to
bold out till 1 can get back.”

A —“ It will bo a tedious business, that's a fact. Here's
nobody knows how many going over from this town; no end
to the witnesses, and no end to the case, 7 don't believe; at
least not this term of court”

“ Yes,” broke in a rough-looking bystander, “ the court 'l
set and set, and never hatch out nothin' but a parcel of goslina
for the lawyers to pluck.”

A —"“ We can't dispute you, L., for you ve been one of thase
sare « goslins,’ 1 believe.”

L.—"“ No | haint, I've been a damed sight wuss,—a great
goose. | swowit makes me mad with myself whenever | think
on't.”

“ Come, daddy L.,” spoke up a free and easy specimen of
Young America, “ tell us about that great lawsuit of yours. |
never heard all the particulars.”

“Wal, young man,” returmed L. solemmly, “ I'll tell you all
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about it, hopin' it'll be awamin' to you never to havo nothin'
to do with the law

« About fifteen, mebbe sixteen year ago, afore you'd got
through hollerin arter your mammy, 1 used to keep consider-
able of alot of sheep, and one year | bought a ram that I'd
taken a fancy tojest because he was sech an all-fired big feller,
and hed sech thunderin’ curly horms. 1 got him pretty cheap,
ad arter I'd had him awhile, 1 found out the reason on't
He wes the damdest buttin’, jumpin’ feller that ever 1 see.
There couldn't a calf nor a colt nor nothin' about his size come
into the pastur where he waes, but what he'd he arter it and
knock it into a cocked hat if he could git alick at it  Fact,
he pretty much killed two or three likely calves that 1 had, but
the colts wes mostly too lively for him  He couldn't often hit
‘em

“Wal, 1 kinder hated to kill the feller, he wes such a bus-
ter, s0 | shet him up in a little three-comered lot sO's to have
him out of the way till the calves wes killed off or had got
bigger. But what did the rascal du but go to buttin’ agin the
storne wall that kep him out of neighbor Bliss's patch o' rye;
and afore he’'d bin there tew days, he knocked a hole in't and
got into the nye. It was a kinder out of the way place where
the lot wes, so he had a chance to stay there all night, and
‘praps a little longer.  Anyhow, when Bliss found it out, he
wes hoppin' med.

« He's rether techy any time, but he’d bin a braggin’ on this
ere field o'rye, how he wes goin’ to beat the hull tonwn on it,
and to have that old ram a nibblin’ and trottin' threw it, and
a spilin on't, sot his dander up. | was willin' to @ paid him
suthin’ for dameges, but his charges wes tew hot for me.
Told him I'd see him damed afore 1I'd be inmposed upon
in that shape.  Wal, he said he'd sue me, and sure enuff he
did.

“ We kept alanin’ on it considerable of aspell. Fust the
court gin him his darmeges; then | 'pealed, and the case kept
a gettin' put over soehow or ather, till the (all wodl suit,
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as Jle lavwers got to callin' it, come to be a standin’ joke, and
I wes heartily sick on't  Wal, finally we contrived to settle
it, and arter payin' Bliss about what be fust asked, 1 had my
oosts to see ty, and 1 went to Squire Sharp, my lawyer, to see
what he Was a goin’' to charge ne for his sarvices, as he called
it He wasjest as smilin' and clever as a baskit 0 chips.

« 1Take aseat, Mr. L.” says he," I'll find your little account
in a minit  Pleasant nomin’, sir, good gronn’ weather.’

« Wal, | eet donn and found out purty soon that 1'd got
"bout fifty dollars to pay for his sarvices,—blame 'em!

““Now, says I, ‘ Squire, that air's a good deal 0 noney
for aman like me tu pay, and | don't blieve | can raise it all
tu wonst. P’raps you'd take part out in produce, jest ter

“*Oh, yes’ sayshe, ‘Mr. L., I'll take anything you've a
mind to bring.’

“ ' So, thinks I, ‘ I'll git red of one plague by the neans
and | went home and got the old ram and carried him up
to the Squire’s house.

“*Good momin', Squire,” says I, ‘ I've brought the fust
instalment on my little account.”’

“ * The deuce you have,” says he, * what do you suppose 1'm
going to do with that old buck ?

“* Donno, 8quire, says 1, ‘all I know is that you said you'd
take anything | was a mind tor bring, and this ere ram is legal
tender, anyhovv.'

“ Wal, he saw he wes kinder stuck, so he 'greed to take it,
and 'low me five dollars.

“1 heerd arterwarcs that the Squire put the ram into an
enpty hog-pen, to keep him until he could sell him, but the
damed critter went over the top on't, and tackled Miss Sharp,
the Squire’s wife, that happened tobe a stoopin’ down, weedin'
her posies in the gardin, upsot her, and then put arter little
Jim, one of her boys, and floored him, and ended off with
knockin' down a crazy old well-curb, pitebin’ into the well,
and brea71I§|;n’ his neck, or droawndin’ hinself, 1 donno which.
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« That's the end of my experience in lan. The old ram cost
me, fust and last, about a hundred dollars.”

After the conclusion of this instructive narration, the gene-
ral conversation, which for the time had been suspended, waes
resumed, and | gathered from what wes said that the post
mester wes ore of the principal witnesses in the trial above
alluded to by Messrs A. & C.; that arrangements had been
made fo™an early start, as the place where the court wes to be
held wes sone twelve or fifteen miles distart, and that the
hotel where we were wes the place of rendezvous.

I observed narrony every newcorer, and soon a well-
dressed, intelligent-looking man, apparently about thirty years
old, entered, whom 1 took to be the very gentleman 1 wished
tosee. My conjecture respecting him proved to he correct,
for it was not long before some one addressed him, inquiring
whom he had engaged to take charge of the post-office during
his absence.

Deeming it unsafe to delay longer, 1 beckoned him out of
the room unnaticed by athers, and in a friendly and familiar
manner, introduced myself, taking care to throw him off his
guard by remarking, that being in that vicinity 1 had con
cluded to meke him a call and satisfy myself whether the
conplaints made to the Department respecting him were just
or otherwise, adding that in many of these cases similar com:
plaints had their origin in personal disagreements, or busi-
ness rivalry.

« | am delighted to see you,” he replied “ 1 am gratified
that the Department hes at last authorized sone ore who is
impartial, to look into its matters here, and if 1 can have a day
with you, | will cornvince you by the testimony of the best nen
of all parties, that the stories detrimental to ne are the inven-
tion of enemies, who seem determined to put me down if pos-
sible. But they haven't succeeded yet, and what's nore, they
can't succeed.  Things have come to a pretty pass when a man
can't carry on a nore flourishing business than his neighbors,
without being set upon and slandered out of his life.
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« | am sunnoned to-day to attend court, but if it is incon-
venient for you to wait till my retum, 1 shall run the risk of
being in time to-norrow, with my testinmony, as this business is
of vital importance tome and mine, and must not be neglected,
core what may.”

« It is very important,” | replied, « and my advice is to
risk the displeasure of the Court, and ask some of your friends
to explain your non-appearance.”

He concluded to follow my reconmendation, and we walked
ower to the post-office, and retired within its sanctum where
we remained sone time, combining pleasure with business, by
inhaling the vapor of as good cigars as the nmercantile depart-
ment could fumish, while examining the post-office books, and
the post mester’s general arrangenents, and discussing various
metters relative thereto.

My chief object wes, if possible, to get a sight of the con
tents of the boxes where the two "decoys” should he if they
had been mistaken for local letters, and placed inthe « gereral
delivery,” The one enclosing the bank-notes and specie would
core under the initial B., and this box contained quite a num
ber of letters which 1 thought it unsafe to examine particularly.
While | waes endeavoring to devise some plausible node of
getting a satisfactory view of them some one fortunately entered
the store and inquired if there were any letters for John Bar-
stons  All the B’swere at once taken doan by the post mester,
thus giving me exactly the gpportunity | wanted of observing
each letter, as he was running them over. The last ore wes
reached, but the missent docunment did not appear; so one
important requisite for proving his innocence seemed entirely
cut off.

Soon after, we started out to call on some of the « first
citizens,” as he tenned them, hut | readily discovered that the
select fewtowhom | wes being introduced, although evidently
sincere in the opinions they expressed, were a little biassed in
his favor by one notive and another; and that they were quita
B likely to be deceived as those whose interests, perhaps,
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fully as much as their regard for a faithful administration of
the post-office, had led them to scrutinize nore closely the
conduct and principles of our injured friend.

Among those of his backers on whom we called, wes a
lavwer of some note in that region, who had recently received
a nomination for Congress from ore of the leading political
parties. On ourway to this gentleman’s office, the past mester,
as my readers will easily suppose, took care to inform me
thoroughly respecting these inportant particulars.  Squire W.
wes evidently a tower of strength to him, and he spared o
pains to inpress upon e the great truth, that whomsoever the
Squire thought fit to endorse, possessed irrefragable evidence
of an immeculate character. We fortunately found the
wouldbe future M. C. in his dffice, no ather person being
present than a law student, also a warm friend to my conmpan
ion, who quickly withdrew, owing probably to sone silent
intimation from one or the other of the gentlemen present,
that his roomwas, for the tine being, better than his conpany.

This waes not, by the way, the post mester's first visit here
to-day, for he hed stopped in as we were passing in the nom-
ing, leaving me a noment for that purpose, on which occasion
he doubtless suggested our visit, and the inportance to him
of a pretty strong backing.

He appeared inmensely delighted to think that he had
been able to bring me, a “ green” Agent, upon whom his
character with the Departiment depended, into contact with
one whose assurances Were to dispel all the clouds that lowered
about his head, and reveal him to the community with the
double effulgence of injured innocence and undimmed integ-
rity. This pleasing prospect seemed to beget an exuberance
of spirits which rather astonished his friend, the Squire, as |
judged by the occasional expression of his countenance.

« Now, Squire,” said the post nester, slapping him gently
on the back in a persussive manrer, “ 1 want you to tell this
gentleman just what you think about the opposition mede to
ne in this village. You know we have always been opposed
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in politics, and of course you are entirely disinterested in the
metter. All youwant is to have the office here well managed
You have heard all about the charges that sonme of my rascally
enemies have made against me, and | believe 1 told you the
other day, that they had scut conplaints on to Washington.
We'll see how their slanders tum out when the Agent here
gets through with investigating the matter. Al | want is the
truth.”

“Yes, yes, | see,” said the Squire, clearing for action, by
putting an extra stick into the stove, and materially lessening
the contents of a good-sized snuff-box that stood upon the
table. “ It’s just as my friend B. says, Mr. H--------- ,” conr
tinued he; “ wewve always belonged to different parties in
politics, and are connected with different religious societies,—
in fact, we don't seem to agree on anything of that sort.  But
I never mean to allow such things to affect my estinate of a
man's character, and 1 hope | shall always be ready to do any
ore justice, honever he may differ from me in opinion

“ The case, Sir, stancs thus: Here is ayoung man fortunate
enough to be possessed of nore industry and enterprise than
sore of his neighbors, and accordingly succeeds in business
better than they do. Their envy is excited, he incurs their
ill-will, and they attenmpt by slander to ruin his character. |
don't think any of them would lose by exchanging characters
with him  No, Sir,” (fortifying his position with another
pinch of snuff,) “ al these charges are utterly without founda
tion, save in the brains of those who produced them—a narrow
foundation enough, in all conscience, for anything.

“ 1 have, perhaps, as great an interest in the proper manage-
ment of the post-office here as any org, as | receive and send
through it probably nmore important correspondence than any
other man in toan; but | have never had cause to conplain,
and, so far as 1 know;, everything has gone right.”

Here anoment’s pause folloned, which the lanwyer inproved
by replenishing the stove and his facial pronontory. The
post mester cleared his throat, gave the Squire an approving
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nod, and rocked back aud forth upon the hind legs of his
chair, picking his teeth in a nonchalant way, apparently nuch
at his ease.

« By the way, Squire W.,” he broke out, rather suddenly,
i; perhaps the gentleman would like to hear about that letter
that Marshall mailed here to go to New Haven, Ct., andwhich
wes misdirected to New Haven, Vt.”

I replied, that | should be happy to hear any staterments
that would throw light on the subject in hand.

“Well,” said the Squire, “ there wes a great handle nede
of that affair. You see, this Marshall is a careless, absent-
minded genius, and he wrote a letter, into whieh he put fifty
dollars for his old mother in Connecticut, and it didn't get
there.  Well, he camre and consulted me about it, and wanted
me to sue B. here, for the noney.

“*Why, Mr. W./ said he, ‘ I'm confident that B. has got
it People say he can't be trusted, and | believe it now’

“ ‘But see here, Marshall, replied I, ‘ there are twenty
offices or nmore between this place and the one where you sent
your letter; and it is, to say the least, quite as likely to have
been purloined armywhere else as here.  You had better wait a
few days, and 1 will make inquiries, and do what | can to fird
out whether B. knows anything about it If it should appear
at all probable that he does, 1 can assure you that | will not
hesitate to sue him’

“ So | put off metters for a little while, and before Marshall
got very urgent again, the lost letter tumed up in the New
Haven, Vt., post-office; no one being to blame but the very
man who had mede all the fuss! The enemies of our friend
here, who had all the time been chuckling to think they had
him on the hip, felt flat enough, |1 assure you, when the letter
cane to light, for they would rather have paid over the fifty
dollars thenselves, than to have lost this chance of confirming
their accusations against him.”

This tum in the conversation gave ne an excellent oppor-
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tunity of trying the nenves, or the innocence of the post mester,
without exciting his suspicions in the least; so | remarked,

“ The New Haven, Vermont, post nmester must have been an
honest man, or this norey letter might never have been seen
again; as no ore would have thought of looking there for it,
and if they had, it wouldn't have been very easy to prove that
it ever went there”

Here | glanced at B., but his courntenance betrayed no con
sciousness that iny dbservation wes designed to hit him, and
with an aspect of unruffled coolness, he proceeded to say,

« That New Haven case reminds ne of something verysimmilar,
which happened in this office only a day or two ago. A pack-
age of letters came here from Boston, which were intended
for a toan in New York. By the way, Mr. Agent, | wish the
next time you are in the Rutland office you would request the
mailing clerks tobe a little nore particular in addressing their
wrappers, as our packages, both of letters and papers, fre-
quently go astray, while those for other offices sonmetimes cone
here. Surrounded, as | am by so many prying ad fault-
finding people, failures caused in this way are likely to bo
seized upon to make e trouble.”

I replied, that 1 would try to bear his request in mind,
being all the time well satisfied that it was a device adopted
to tum attertion from the missent package, to which he had
unguardedly referred, and to prevent further allusion to it
which might anaeken suspicion, and even betray guilt He
wes indeed treading on dangerous ground. His woluntary
admission, that a package similar to my decoy package had
been in his hands, and that he had noticed the nane of the
place to which the letters were directed, wes all that wes
wantiug to confirm my belief that they had been purloined,
since 1 already knew that they had not been forwarded from
his offica

After our worthy legal friend haed exhausted every illustra-
tion, and brought to view every fact at his command, corrobo-
rating his very high estimate of the post mester's character,
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both personal and official, and had given the “ enemies’ the
extremely low and degraded position which they, as maligners
of spotless worth, and conspirators against tried honest}’, ought
justly to assume— in short, after he had said, if not done, all
that even the object of his advocacy could have desired, |
proposed an adjournment for dinner, nore for the sake of se-
curing in that way an opportunity of telegraphing for the
United States Marshal, than for administering to the warts of
the inner man.  The victim of calunmy and myself separated
at the door of the Squire's office, agreeing to meet again soon
after dinner; and while he wes dispatching his neal, 1 wes
dispatching a telegraphic message, which ran thus -—

e , Esq., U. S. Marshal:
“ Come here by first train. | will join you at the depot, and explain
business.”

Just as | had left the telegraph office, 1 wes addressed in a
very private and mysterious manner by a substantial-looking
citizen, whom | had before observed eyeing me very closely.
He wished to know whether | wes the United States Mail
Agent.

I informed him that such wes the title of my office

« Then | want an opportunity for some corversation with
you about this business of the post office. 1 suppose you are
here to examine into this affair, and are willing to hear both
6ides. There are some things iu connection with the ratter,
which | think you ought to know.”

“1 wes just going to the hotel for my dinner,” said 1.
« Government officers must eat, you know;, as well as other
people, and for a while after dinner | shall he engaged; but
if what you have to commmunicate is of importance, 1 will en
deavor to confer with you before 1 leave town.”

“1 hope you will ; and allow me one word non. | under-
stand that you have been closeted with Squire W., and 1 want
you to know something about his position in this matter.
Bverybody allons him to be an honest and a sincere man, but
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tho fact is, he has been very active in effecting the renoval
of the site of the post-office from the other side of the river to
its present location, and could hardly be called a disinterested
witness in such an investigation as you no doubt intend to give
the subject.”

How far this dig at the Squire wes just, | could not then
certainly know; but a glance at his law dispersary and the
post-office, distant from each other only a few rods, both being
agood quarter of amile from the old post-office site, gave sore
plausibility to the intimation that the Squire’s interest and
love for justice, happened in this instance, to run in the same
direction

My presence in the village had becone pretty gererally
known, as appeared by various unmistakable indications, par-
ticularly some not very flattering remarks which | overheard
at the dinner-table, such as « a onesided affair,” - corsulting
interested persons,” « don't know how he expects to find out
the truth,” and the like; all of which | pretended reither to
hear nor to notice. It wes very evident that our man of letters
hadn't many friends inthat house, for those of its inmates and
frequenters who were not in somre way influenced by rival
interests, were no doubt nore or less disaffected by the renoval
of the post office from that immediate neighborhood.

As | wes ore of the last to leave the table, the usual cloud
of tobacco smoke had taken possession of the bar-room and
wes enveloping its occupants in an atnosphere

“ Darkly, deeply, beautifully biue,”

when | entered the apartnent devoted to the production of
this nollifying vapor. The narootic herb seened to have lost
its ordinary soothing power, for the company then and there
present bestoned upon ne glances codl and scrutinizing
enough to dispel effectually any inclination 1 might have had
for indulging a short time in the delights of social intercourse.
So | seized my overcoat, and passed out; and this noverrent
8
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wes the signal fora spasnodic giggle by the entire assenblage,
in which the landlord joined, as | supposed, for 1 distinctly
recognised his grum wvoice just as | closed the door, uttering, in
acontenmptuous tore, the folloning remark;, “ 1 guess the Agent
don't like tobacco snoke ”

I wes little disturbed, however, by these and sundry other
indications that |1 was not establishing a reputation for impar-
tiality and shrewdness with a mgjority of the citizens. If |
were to listen to all they might be ready to tell me, 1 should
be spending valuable tine to no sort of purpose, for the proofs
of the past mester’s delinquency which | had thus far dbtained
were derived, not from them, but from hinself, and it wes
in that direction only that | could reasonably expect to
obtain conclusive evidence of his guilt, for all the accusations
which his enemies had sent to the Department had been sup-
ported by nothing better than the gpinions of thase who made
them

If 1 failed in securing what | expected from the course |
wes pursuing, it would then be time to see what other proof
could be procured from different quarters ; and until the result
of my investigations should be known, 1 wes content to rest
under the doud of misapprehension which appeared to be
gathering about me, knowing that thus 1 could best sene the
interests of justice, and that time would set me right with
those who were now disposed to look on me as one whase mind
had been preoccupied by the artful tales of the post nmester
and his friends.

I must confess that | was somewhat amused to think what
a complete metarmorphosis my character would undergo in the
eyes of almost every member of this little community, when
the truth should come to light. 1 had sufficient confidence in
the uprightness and candor of the Squire, to believe that he
would readily acquit me of trifling, in the course 1 had pur-
sued with him, and that he would acquiesce in the adoption
of whatever measures the public interest might seem to havo
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required.  Nor wes | in this instance the victim of misplaced
confidence, as will hereafter appear.

The post mester and myself soon met again at the post-office,
when cigars for two were produced, and as we sat smoking
them, 1 could not avoid a feeling of melancholy, at seeing him
apparently so cheerful and happy, and sincerely regretted the
necessity that compelled me to persist stemly in a course which
would assuredly end in the blight of his hopes and the ruin
of his dharacter.

He wes evidently certain of having fully established his
innocence, and of having inspired me with sone of the con
tempt for his persecutors which he felt himself. “ We hawe
met the enemy, and they are ours,” seered to be the language
of his looks and actions, if not of his lips. The sky over his
head appeared bright ; the clouds, to his eyes, had dispersed;
and he dreamed not that the roar of the next railroad train
would be to him like the peal of thunder which accompanies
the lightning's quick and deadly bolt.  Yet | consoled myself
with the reflection that my notives were such as should actuate
every public officer in the discharge of his duty, and that |
wes not resporsible for the consequences which might follow
the carrying out of plans judiciously devised for this end—an
end which, in an important case like this, fully justified the
mears.

This train of thought wes interrupted by the post nester,
who rather abruptly asked,

“Well, Mr. H., | suppose you have satisfied yourself about
this affair; and, if it isn't asking too much, 1 should be glad
to knowwhat sort of report you are going to meke to the
Department 7’

I was unprepared for this, and I confess | wes for a moment
nonplussed.  But | evaded a direct answer, by relating what
I had heard and seen at the hotel, and how displeased they all
were with me for not giving them a chance to be heard in the
course of my investigation.  And wishing to divert his mind
still further from the troublesome point on which he hed



88 ARRIVAL OF THE MARSHAL.

touched, | ventured upon a few remarks about the painful and
often disagreeable duties of a Special Agent, introducing, by
way of embellishment, an anecdote of Post Mester Gereral
Collarrer.

In the course of a conversation between that officer and one
of the western Special Agents, the metter of an increase of
salary, anong other things, wes briefly discussed  Says the
Agent,

« You know, Sir, that many times we are called upon to do
things which can hardly he made to square with the code of
honor; and in fact, we sonetimes have to resort to downright
duplicity and deception.”

« Well, well," replied Judge Collaner, - | suppose you find
yourself perfectly at home at that !”

This diversion arswered the purpose, and nothing further
wes said about my intended report.  Just as | had fairly ex-
tricated myself from this ticklish position, a messenger from
the telegraph-office appeared, with a reply from the Marshal to
my dispatch, which resporse | managed to read without the
least suspicion of its nature on the part of the individual who
had such a momentous interest therein.

The contents of the dispatch were simply, « | will leave by
first train.”

After having been introduced to a nummber of other swift
witnesses for our friend, who happened in at the post-office,
and holding some conversation with them on the all-albsorbing
thenme, the iron horse's shrill neigh announced the approach
of the train by which the Marshal wes to arrive; and without
much cerenony | took my leave, to neet him at the depot,
promising to retum again.  lie was the first nan to alight on
the platform, and was soon made acquainted with the business
in hand. We thought it best that he should go directly to
my room at the hotel, where 1 wes presently to join him, in
company with the post master; and ten minutes nore found us
there, sitting around as pleasant a fire as ever irradiated and
corforted with its genial warmth, such a trio of officials. |
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had introduced the Marshal by his proper nane and title, yet
the announcement produced no visible effect upon the unsus-
pecting post nester. He seened as cool and unenbarrassed
as if he had been in the habit of forming the acquaintance
of United States officers every day. This rather astonished
me, as it did the Marshal, and ho (the Marshal) favored ne
with aglance and a slight motion of the head, which intinated
that, in his opinion, | had mistaken my man.

I had set it down as a fixed fact, that the appearance ard
introduction of the Marshal in his own character, would at
once excite the apprehensions of the post mester, and lead to
inquiries from him which would render it conparatively easy
for me to enter upon that decisive course of questioning and
examination which the present advanced state of the affair
required Hut all my calculations were frustrated by this
unexpected move on the part of my antagonist, and | wes left
in statu quo, SO far as regarded any help 1 had hoped for from
him In this condition of things, all that renained for ne
wes to meke abold push at once, and break the ice as speedily
as possible.  So, tuming to the post mester, 1 thus addressed
han:

“Were you, Mr. B., at home, last Monday evening, when
the Boston mail arrived 7’

“1 wes,” replied he, after sonme hesitation.

“ Did you gpen and assort the mail yourself on that occa
sion?’

« | did”

“And did you find a package of two letters, mailed at
Boston, and addressed to Rouse’s Point 7’

Here, for the first time, a change came owver his counte-
nance; and, after a moment's reflection, he amswered very
fimly, that he did not recollect any such package.

“ One of the letters,” continued 1, “ contained twenty-five
dadllars inbills, and fifty cents in specie, and the other contained
no noney, and wes addressed to a lady.”
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He listened attentively, and repeated that lie did not see
any such letters as fhose 1 had described.

“Well, Sir,” 1 obsened, “we must now trouble you to
Fhow us the Noney you have about you.”

He readily complied with this requisition, by handing me
his pocket-book. 1t wes well filled, but among a tolerably large
roll of bank-notes, none of those included in the decoy letter
appeared.  His knowledge of the albsence of these inportant
witnesses against him, easily accounted for his promptness in
submitting to the examination, and as he received the wallet
from me again, and retumed it to his pocket, his air of as-
surance, which for the moment had been dinmed, relippeared
in al its native lustre, and with an assuned expression of
wwounded pride, he requested to know if he wes to understand
that | suspected him of interfering improperly with the letters
I hed been inquiring about.  To this | answered,

“ Yes, Sir; you are S0 to understand me; and further, that
I believe you have robbed and destroyed those letters 1”

The Marshal wes looking on all this while, evidently some-
what incredulous as to the justice of my accusations, for he
had long known by reputation the young man against whom
they were mede, being an acquaintance of the family, and
always supposed him to be an enterprising, honest person.
Indeed, he told e afterwards, that he really thought, to use
his oan expression, that 1 “ had put my foot in it.” In fact,
I began to think myself, that however certain B.’s guilt might
be, it wes likely to prove nore difficuit than | had supposed,
to establish the fact legally.

Ore thing, however, remained—to examine a quantity of
specie, which | knew he had in b pocket, as he had fre-
quently exhibited it during the day in the way of making
change at his office This also, ampunting to sore six or
eight dollars, wes promptly produced at my request, and laid
on the table.

“Now” thought 1, “ the last card is dealt; let us see
whether it will tum up a trunp.”
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The evil spirit, which so enticingly leads people into scrapes,
and is so reluctant to get them out ajftin, true to its fatal
instincts, had safely presernved the evidence of guilt iu the
present case. A moment's inspection of the different coins,
brought to light one of the identical pieces which had been
placed in the missing letter! It was thus described in the
original memorandum to which | referred: *“ American quar-
ter—dot owver left wing of eagle; slightly filed on lower edge
under date, 1850.”

“ Here is one of the quarters,” said I, holding it up, « that
wes in the Rouse’s Point letter,— marked and described in my
menorandum, so that | could swear to it amywhere.”

“Well, Mr. H.,” said the post mester, “ 1 suppose this
circunstance gppears to you very strongly against ne, and
perhaps itis.  But | should like a few moments' private con-
versation with you, if you have no objection.”

Agreeably to this hint, the Marshal retired; but the post
mester remained silent for a while, resting his chin on his
hand, and gazing into the fire with a countenance overshadowed
by dejection and discouragement.  The gloom on his features
grew deeper and deeper, but at last he roused himself, and
looked me full in the face, saying, in alnost despairing tones,

“ can anything be dore to save me? Oh, Mr. H., for
heaven's sake, put yourself in my place fora moment! Think
what it is to fight as | have fought for years, to defend my
reputation against enemies who warted to pull me down, ad
build thermselves up on my ruins ; and after holding ny ground
so long, to be bloan to pieces, as it were in an instant!  How
they'll all exult! There’'s old P.; | can see just how he'll
look, shaking his old fox head. ‘Ah, 1 knew something wes
rotten all the time !’

“What can you do to get me out of this trouble? | can't
have it so; | must have something dore to save me from be-
coming the laughing-stock of my enemies.”

“ But,” said |, “ your enemies, as you call them could have
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donc you no harm if you had not supplied them with weaporns
yourself.” -

“ That may be,” replied he, mnoumfully, “ but 1 assure you
that this is myrirst offence. | had never dreaned of meddling
with letters till this Rouse’s Point package came in my way;,
but it didn't seem as if it could ever be discovered, so the
termptation wes too much for me.”

(It is a curious fact, by the way, that alnost all the cases
of post office robery we meet with are “ first offences;” even
those whose boldness indicates sone little previous experience
in such things.)

“What,” inquired I, “ did you do with the bills that were
in the letter?”

“ 1 sent them anay,” replied he, “ the same day that 1 took
them Now, I've told you frankly all about the affiiir, and |
hope you will contrive sore way to save me from disgrace ad
ruin  Couldn't the business stop here, if | refund what |
have taken, and resign my office as post mester? 1 should be
willing to do nore than that, if it should be necessary.”

I assured him that | had no power to maeke any such
arrangement, and that | must leave the matter with the Mar-
shal, who | supposed would be under the necessity of serving
the process.

Thus speaking, | stepped to the door, and called that gernr
tleman into the room who proceeded forttmith to read the
warrant issued against B.  During the reading of that instru-
ment, a sudden change came ower the countenance of the
unfortunate post mester. He turned pale, and would havo
fallen, had 1 not prevented him  The Marshal and | assisted
him to a bed that stood in the room where he lay for a long
tine, prostrate in body and mind.

As | stood over him, attenpting to revive him by the use
of such means as were at hand, | thought how great must
have been the shock which haed so overpownered his faculties.
His strength of body, and pride of soul, were, for the time,
laid lon  What a pity that he had not possessed the right
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kind"of pride; not nmerely the anbition to rise above the
mechinations of his enemies, and put them under his feet, but
the pride that despises a nean action, and dreads a crime nore
than its consequences. Such a feeling would have been a
safeguard; but | wes sorry to odbserve that, while he wes con
fessing his guilt, the thought of his enemies’ triunph over
him wes uppermost in his mind.

He had now somewhat revived, and wishing to calm his
exasperated feelings, (which | supposed were in some nmeasure
the cause of his present condition,) by tuming his thoughts
to another channel, 1 inquired of the Marshal, in a rather low
tone, whether he had any family.

« He has awife, 1 believe,” wes the reply, and in a moment
B. wes saying to hinself, his eyes still shut,

« Jane, Jane, what will you think? Don't despise e, if
you can help it.”

He went on for some little tine in this strain, displaying a
high regard for his wife's affection and good opinion, and an
apprehension that he might have forfeited them by his mis-
conduct; an apprehension utterly groundless—so far, at least,
as regarded affection, for the undying flane of love in atrue
woman's heart cannot so be quenched.

Mrs. B, as | afterwards learmed, wes a nost estineble
woman, whose influence had doubtless been of great benefit to
her husband. Alas! that the power of his good angel could
not have triumphed over the tenptation to which he yielded !

When he had recovered sufficiently to walk about, the Mar-
shal took him in charge, and conveyed him to a neighboring
toan, where the United States District Judge resided, for
examination.  His friends, who were highly respectable, were
informed by telegraph of his arrest, and gave the required
bail for his appearance at trial.

Thus we have traced out an inmportant part of the career
of one whose character wes laid low;, not by his enemies, but
by his onn hand.  And whenever | pess through the pleasant
tonn which wes the scere of these trarsactions, a shade of
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melancholy comes over me, entirely at variance with the gene-
ral cheerful appearance both of the place and the surrounding
landscape.

On ore of the last occasions that | wes iu that vicinity, the
train on which | wes traveling stopped for a few moments at
this station. It wes a delightful summer’'s day, and if the
objects which met my eye, as | gazed up and doan the street,
had not been, many of them, monuments to ne of a nelan
choly history, 1 should have thought that the place yielded in
beauty to few of the villages which adom New England. But
a stranger occupied the store where the unfortunate B. nain-
tained the contest with his rivals; the post office wes in other
hands; and 1 wes just tuming anay from a scene that sug-
gested nothing but unpleasant reminiscences, when Squire W.
enmerged from the stationhouse, and cordially addressed ne.
This wes the first time | had seen him, since our menorable
interview in his office

“ Good moming, Mr. H.,” said he; “how is the rogue-
catching business now? | suppose you have disposed of a
good many since you despatched B. so summarily. When |
first heard of his arrest, feeling sure of his innocence as | did,
I don't know that | should have been much surprised if you
had come after me next; and | felt a little sore, to tell you
the truth, to think that my endorserrent of him had so little
weight with you. But | have since seen that you were per-
fectly right about it, though 1 am soriy that poor B. should
have tumed out so badly.”

Here the iron horse began to manifest indications of impa-
tience, and shaking hands with the worthy Squire, we went
our several ways.
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High Crimes in low Places— Honest Baggage-masters— Suspicious
Circumstances—Watching the Suspected—Shunning the Dust—e
Honesty Triumphant—An Episode— Unexpected Confession—The
Night Clerks—Conformity to Circumstances—Pat the Porter—m
Absents himself—Physician consulted—The Dead Child—Hunting
Excursions—*“ No Go”—Pat explains his Absence—His Dis-
charge— The Grave-stones— Stolen Money appears— The Jolly
Undertakers— Pat at the Grave— More Hunting— Firing a Salute—a
Removing the Deposits— Crossing the Ferry—Scene at the Post
Office— Trip to Brooklyn—Recovery of Money— Escape— Encounter
with aPoliceman—Searching a Steamer—Waking the wrong Pas-
senger— Accomplices detained— Luxuries cut off—Fatse Imprison-
ment Suit— Michael on the Stand—Case dismissed.

Pubiic confidence in the United States Mail, and in the
integrity of those connected therewith, never perhaps received
a severer shock than that which it suffered from the extensive
robberies conmitted in the Summer and Fall of 1853, by Pat
R., at that time a night porter in the New York Post Office.
The range of his anbition wes by no neans conmrensurate with
his humble station in life and the post office, and his menial
occupation did not repress aspirations which could render him
afit rival to sueh men as Snartwout and Schuyler, both by tho
extent of his schermes of villany, and the success with which
they were carried on
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He wes no petty thief, content with doing a small but com+
paratively safe business at filching, or at least, satisfied to begiu
with the « day of small thiugs;” but he hed hardly taken the
oath of office before its strength wes tested, and it proved no
greater restraint to him than a spider’'s thread to awild buf-
falo. He at once plunged into the tempting field which lay
before him, and grasped with a greedy clutch at every oppor-
tunity to enlarge his increasing store of ill-gotten wealth. He
would sonretines add thousands to his hoard in a single night,
and carried on these bold depredations for some tine unsus-
pected, not because he wes above suspicion, but because he wes
below it

In other words, after these robberies had been pretty satis-
factorily traced to the New York office, it wes necessary to es-
tablish the innocence, so far as these losses were concermed,
of a large number of clerks, before suspicion fairly rested ou
the quilty party. Thus, when the investigation wes com
menced, he wes buried up, so to speak, beneath so many pro-
tecting layers, all of which were renpved before he cane to
light. 1 will not attempt to give any idea of the quantity of
labor necessary in this and similar preliminary investigations.

Sone of the numerous corplaints mede to the Departrent
and the post nmester of New York, involved large suns of
money. Among them was a package of 82000 in bank-notes,
nmeiled at Middletown, Conn., for Philadelphia, Penn.  An-
other of 81800 from Bridgeport, Conn., to Zanesville, Ohio.
Still another of 81100 from Joliet, 111, to New York, and
many other smaller suns, from 850 to 81000; also drafts,
notes, checks, &c., to an enombpus anount in the aggregate.
None of these valuable remittances had been seen by any per-
sons properly interested in them, after they had passed out of
the hands of the senders.

Doubtless to those unacquainted with such natters, it may
not prove much for the efficiency of the Special Agent to state
that the thefts were occasionally repeated even after he had
entered upon this investig' tion.  But the Agent emmployed in
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this instance always preferred to catch the rogue, rather than
frighten him, thereby leaving innocent parties under the ban
of suspicion, as well as destroying all chances for the recovery
of the property already stolen And the berefits and pro-
priety of that course were fully realized in the result of the
important case under corsideration

As = it is the last straw which breaks the camel’s back,” so
it is often the stealing of the last letter which aids in bringing
to light the depredator of fonner ones.

I propose here to relate some details, which may be inter-
esting, of the means taken to « narrow down” and trace out
those extensive robberies, not so much on acocount of anything
novel or original, adopted at this or any other stage of the
investigation, as to denonstrate the value of a character that
is proof against trying tenptation ; and the dangerous position
of those who are not at all times thus fortified, although they
may be innocent of the particular offences charged.

With but few exceptions, the nails in which the missing
letters and money packages should have been conveyed to New
York, would have come from the East by the express night
trains, over the Boston and New York Railroad.  Upon those
trains, the mails were in charge of the baggage-masters, the
regular mail or - route agents” being confined to the way
mail-trains running at differert hours of the day. A variety
of circumstances, besides their good reputation, conspired to
avert suspicion from these baggage-men. The mnails were in
« through bags,” and it required a mail-key to dbtain access to
their contents; and besides, the robleries could not well be
perpetrated in that way without collusion between several per-
sons—the express agents, and the conductors, all reliable men,
having occasion often to visit the baggage car, which wes
always well lighted.

Accompanying the night express trairns there were also
“ through baggage-mesters,” so called. Their duty waes per-
formed by two persons, ouc of whom left Boston and the other
New York on each evening.

9
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On privately consulting the officers of the railroad conmpany
as to the running of these men, it appeared that about all the
losses had happened on the nights of one of them : a discovery
which, as had been shown by experience in similar cases, wes
by no means conclusive, and yet of too much importance to be
overlooked.

The individual thus involved knew me well, and it required
is0 little manceuvring to get over the route as often as wes
nceessary, without being observed by him One night when
thus endeavoring to awoid him, a very amusing incident oc-
cured.

The regular conductor soon after leaving Springfield, wes
taken suddenly ill, and procured the 3orvices of this identical
baggage-mester for a short distance, unknown of course to e,
I wes sitting curled up in the comer of the saloon of the first
passenger car, when the door opened and the well known call
of “ Tickets, gentlemen,” apprised nme that he had found ne
out before | had recognised him, or at least had discovered
that | wes “ aboard” But | mede the best of it, simply re-
marking that there wes the least dust there of any spot on the
train.

Up to this tine my ground of suspicion was mainly corfined
to the coincidence already nentioned between the dates of
losses, and his presence on the cars.  The investigation had
not proceeded far, honever, when another metter came to light,
which increased suspicion in that quarter.

J1 citizen of New York called on me and stated that recently,
just as the night train wes starting from the depot in Canal
Street, he handed this sane baggage-nmaster a letter containing
noney, which he asked him to take charge of, not having time
to carry it to the postoffice. He at first declined, on the
ground that the conveyance of letters out of the mail wes ille-
gal, but finally proposed to receive it, and, if possible, to get it
into the proper bag through ore of the small openings between
the staples.  This wes the last that waes ever seen of the letter
by the sender or his correspondent. The formrer having called
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on the baggage-mester, bad been told that the letter wes
cronded into the right mail-bag, as promised; but the state-
ment wes not believed, and the circunstance happening in the
midst of other troubles on the sane line, seened to corstitute
an inportant step in the progress of discovering the author of
all this mischief.

J1 very shrewd acquaintance of the man of trunks, in Bos-
ton, wes confidentially enployed to ascertain something of his
habits, and the state of his finances.  After a fair and faithful
trial, he reported to me, that the aforesaid superintendent of
baggage wes “ as steady as a nodel deacon, and as poor as a
country editor within fifty miles by railroad, of a large city.”
And that “ although always ready, like many other clever fel.
lons, to partake of the hospitality of his friends when strongly
urged, yet you might as well try to get a smile out of a dead
man without the use of a galvanic battery, as to induce him to
spend a dollar unnecessarily.”

The justice of this report wes speedily confinmed, and the
problem for the thousandth time satisfactorily worked out,
that suspicion never yet injured a really honest man, although
seemingly well founded in the outset

Connected with the mailing of one of the large noney pack-
ages already described, were circunmstances which mede it
necessary, as is often the fact in a series of robberies, to inves-
tigate it as an isolated case, unconnected With the theft of the
other packages and letters, none of which would go into or
pess through the office in which this one was deposited

The stateent of the cashier went to show that he took the
peckage to the post-office himself, and handed it to a clerk
who happened to be alore in the office, and but a short time
before the mail left for New York. This wes confimed by the
clerk's onn statenent, and by his entry in a book kept for the
registry of valuable letters and parcels. About the habits of
this clerk, and his manner when examined, there was nothing
which appeared in the least to inplicate him  The cashier
thought it out of the question that anything could be wrong
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there. The youre clerk wes a mermber of his sabbath-school
class, from which he wes never albssent, and he believed him to
be “ all right.”

And yet he had an excellent opportunity to have kept back
the package, and the tenptation would indeed have been a
dangerous are to older and nore strongly fortified persons than
he wes. | determined, therefore, to put him to the test of a
direct charge of having purloined the package, which | lost
no time in doing, intimating that a confession and restoration
of the noney wes his first duty. But he met the charge fear-
lessly, and finmly asserted his innocence as to the inportant
remittance in question.  The faithful nonitor within, how
ever, would not let him rest there.  Believing, probably, that
I knew nore about other transactions of his than the one | had
accused him of, he addressed e as follons - —

“ 1 mailed that bank package, and know that it left our of-
fi,e What could | have done with so much noney, if | had
been bed enough to have taken it? And | icas just bad
enough ! 1 amwilling to tell you all 1 have done, and will
very gladly restore the ill-gotten funds, for they have made me
miserable.”

I will omit the details of this unexpected confession, but
the first case owned wes the S40 letter that had been handed
to the through baggage-mester, to be crammed into the locked
mail-pouch, the failure of which letter, as has been already
shown, had given so much foree to suspicions against him !

By way of corrdborating this part of his admissions, at my
request, he described the address of the letter, the kind of
nmoney it contained, and to corplete the identity, he mentioned
that it canre there loose iu the nail-bag.

This discovery relieved the baggage-man amezingly, and at
the sare time aided ne in deciding at what point the heavy
losses had occurred ; for if the large package started from this
office, and wes not disturbed on the ears, it must have been
stolen in the New York or Philadelphia office, where it wes
destined
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Ancther fact trarspired about this time, which assisted still
further in locating these alanming robberies.  Among them
wes ore of a letter nailed by the cashier of a bank in Ver-
nont, for an office in one of the Western States, and endosing
a quantity of the notes of that bank The bills had peculiar
marks uoon them  They all found their way back to the bank
through the usual channel of redenption, within a week of
the tine they were nailed; hence, of course, the letter could
not have gorne beyond New York. Besides, it wes sent to that
dffice for distribution, and the post bill wes on file there, and
described this identical letter, by its unusual rate, and as being
prepaid by stamps.  In all the other cases, the post bills were
not to be found, either in New York or other distant post
offices, and they must have been taken with the packages
thenselves,

The fact that the night meils had suffered chiefly, war-
ranted me now in confining the investigation principally to the
night derks. They were gererally a worthy and reliable dass
of gentlemen, some of them having held this responsible sta-
tion for many years. In the inquiries and examinations
which | wes obliged to meke, | found some instances of con-
formity to circunstances and limited meaus, that would con
fer credit on any men, or any age.

But it will perhaps be said, that cunning men may be dis-
honest, and yet keep their ill-gotten gains out of sight; sur-
rounding thenselves with the appearances of frugality and
even poverty. This nmay be so sonotines, tenyporarily, but it
is nevertheless a fact that rogues steal money to spend it, and
for the comfort and esse which they expect It Will confer,
which expectation, however, never is realized For it is tho
universal rule that noney, or any other property not honestly
obtained, “ bites like a serpent, and stings like an adder;” and
realizing the fabled wulture of Prometheus, unceasingly feeds
on the undying life of him who steals, not lire from heaven,
but a baser thing from earth

The sad experience of thousands who have thought them+
9*
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selves cunning enough to cope with the shrewdest officers cf
justice, will show that however artful and ingenious may be
the devices adopted, there are ways enough to meet and ex-
pose them  Honesty is, therefore, not only the best policy,
but the only safe and inpregnable barrier against suspicion,
detection, and misery.

Pat R wes appointed as a night porter, at the urgent solici-
tation of a prominent, and at that time, sonmewhat influential
citizen of the First Ward. He wes reconmended as a robust,
athletic man, just suited to the drudgery which somebody must
undertake in such an dffice of attending to the lifting,
handling, aud removing of heawy nails.  In that capacity it
wes not expected that he would discharge any of the nore
responsible duties of a regular clerk, such as making up and
assorting mail-matter; but the labor of the office accumu-
lating, he gradually added to his nightly enmployments that of
“ facing up’ the contents of the midnight mails, after they
had been emmptied out, and separating the letter from the news-
paper packages. Had this last fact been fumished me at an
earlier date, by the head clerk of that department, this trouble-
soire investigation would probably have been sooner brought to
a satisfactory termination.  But, supposing from Pat’s position
and legitimate duties, that he had not the requisite opportuni-
ties for committing depredations, he wes about the last one t©
be looked after. And when | did conclude to extend my par-
ticulat attentions to him, | wes sonmewhat startled by the dis-
covery, from an examination of the -« time register’—a book
in which each clerk is required to enter his nane and the tine
of his arrival at aud departure from the office—that Pat had
not been on duty for nearly a week! This wes of course
known before to the then first clerk of that departent, but
the sickness of the albsentee, and the death of one of his chil-
dren, which had been alleged as an excuse, (through another
porter,) seenmed to be a plausible and satisfactory explanation.

But the Agent thought othennse, under the circunmstances,
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aud deermed it best, at all events, to ascertain in a careful way
its truth or falsity.

By the aid of areliable day clerk, wlio lived in Brooklyn,
in the neighborhood of Pat, | learmed the name and gereral
standing of the physician whom he hud enployed.  An inter-
view with him, supposed an his part to be for the purpose of
ascertaining whether Pat was a man of strictly temperate
habits, and in all respects fit to be enployed in a post office,
confined the part of his story relating to the child's death,
but disproved the rest of it, about his onn illness. But the
doctor went the whole figure in regard to Pat’s good character
and fitness for any place which wes not too intellectual. |
ocould see, however, that my referee cared nore about keeping
a paying custoner, (all professional charges, as he stated,
having been fully liquidated up to that date,) than for posting
e up in any netters that would jeopardize so good a situa
tion, where all the monthly payments were in hard and legal
currency.

By this step | dbtained the first tangible justification of my
suspicions against Pat. He had assigned, in part at least, a
false reason for his absence. At about the sare tine, 1 conr
sulted one of the Brooklyn penny-posts, whoso beat took in
Pat’s residence, and who reported that ho had on several occa
sions recently met him with a gun on his shoulder, apparently
starting on a hunting excursion.

He was very poor when lie entered the office, and by way
of testing his ability to live without work; it wes arranged with
an agent for procuring laborers for a Western railroad, to call
on him, and offer him a chance to go to Illinois as foreman of
agang of hands. But it was “no go.” His health wes too
precarious for that.

Thus matters went on for some time longer, when ore day,
very much to my surprise, Pat entered the post mester’'s room
and with awoe-begorne look; and nost melancholy tone of voice,
commenced apologizing for his apparent neglect of duty. |
wes busily engaged in writing at the time, and so continued,
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hoping that he would not recognise ne, as it afternwards
appeared he did nat,

« Misther Fowler,” says he, “ | wish to spake to your honor
about meself.  Ye see, sir, I've been unfortunate, and didn't
core to e task; and the cause s, sir, that 1've been sick
meself with a terrible diarrhoe (placing his hand on his
abdominal region,) and what is rmore painful than that (still
keeping his hand in the same position, instead of changing
it to the region of the heart)) | have buried a darling boy,
your honor; and sure isn't it enough to tum the brain of
a poor divil ? J1b, may the like on't niver happen to yourself,
sir!”

And abig tear rolling down his cheek, attested the sinceriti/
of his grief.

A nmomentary fear that the post mester might intimate some-
thing of our suspicions, wes speedily relieved by his shrewdly
remarking that he was sorry for his (Pat’s) misfortunes, and
that he had no fault to find, except that he ought to have sent
nore particular word as to the caLee of his detention,

Pat thanked his enployer, and backing out of the room
promised to be at his post that night.

“Well, what do you think of him?’ inquired the post
nester.

“1 think,” said I, « that if he is the rabber, and can come
here and appear in that way, he is smarter than either of Ls.
But we shall see.”

For the week folloning, but few of his nmovements were
unknown to me.  His duties at night were very indifferently
performed, and the hours during the day usually inproved by
the other night clerks for rest, were by him devoted to dissi-
pation; so that, before half the night had passed, he would
often be found in sonme out of the way place, fast asleep.

His discharge (Which he no doubt desired) wes thought
best, in order to throw him upon his oan resources, with the
hope of bringing to light some of the stolen funds, if they
were still in his hands.  Much of the money, which anmounted
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in al to some 88000, could be identified The Middletown
peckage of 82000 corsisted of sall bills, put up in parcels
of S200 each; and upon every hill there wes a mark by which
it could be readily known.  Up to this time none of the noney
contained in this package or the others, except that mentioned
as coming from Vermont, had found its way to the banks by
which it wes issued.

One day, about noon, | doserved Pat's giant-like form cross-
ing Broadway, and for nore than an hour | folloned him
without his knowledge, until he brought up in a stone-cutter’s
establishment.  As | passed and repessed the door, | thought
I dbserved him paying over sone bank-notes to the occupant.
After he had left, | stepped in, and wes soon in possession of
three So notes of the Middletown (Ct.) Bank, with which he
had [Iiid for the gravestones of “ his darling boy!” The
bills were clearly a part of the $2000 Middletown package,
being of the same denomination, and exhibiting the same
unmistakable marks.

This accidental nmeeting, at once supplying a key to the
mystery, wes one of those misfortunes that so often befall
criminals at sone point of their guilty career, and even when
they imegine themselves perfectly successful, and permanently
secure against the possibility of detection.

I must here tell the reader a secret, explanatory of a ques-
tion that naturally arises, narely, why, with such overwhelm:
ing proof in my possession, an arrest was not at once made.
It wes simply because he would have gore clear before any
tribunal, had | depended on the case as it then stood. The
bills of the $2000 package were all marked as stated, but
unfortunately a large anmount, with precisely the sane pecu-
liarities, wes in circulation at this very time, though not sup-
posed to be in that vicinity. Had the arrest taken place then,
and the cashier been sunmmoned to testify on the point of
identity, he would have said that he put such bills into the
Philadelphia package, but could not have swom that they
were sore of the identical notes.
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Besides, it was no unimportant part of this difficult busi-
ness, to effect a returu of the funds, as far as possible, to the
pockets of the victins of these robberies.

The scarcity of live game in any direction within several
miles of Brooklyn, and Pat's supposed want of experience in
the use of the “ shooting iron,” suggested the possibility that
his frequent excursions to a neighboring wood had sone other
object than hunting.  Possibly it might be the guarding of
his hidden treasures.

Therefore, on a bright October moming, 1 concluded, if
possible, to know nore upon this point, and, disguised in the
garb of a shabby-looking hunter, with a gun and dog borroned
of afriend for the occasion, | strolled off in the direction in
which Pat had so often been in the habit of going. Before
fairly reaching the woods, he and two of his conpanions
pessed e in a roughtlooking vehicle, and soon after tumed
from the main roed into the burial-ground.  From a somewhat
secluded spot, 1 could watch their novenents tolerably well,
and it soon becane apparent that at least one of the objects
of this trip was to place the marble stones—the payment for
which had so singularly betrayed him—at the grave of his
deceased child.

The whole party were evidently under the effects of the
“ critter;” and the prospect seemed to be, that they would
soon have occasion to moum the departure of other beloved
spirits, for the jug circulated freely, and a nore jolly set of
fellons, corsidering the lugubrious nature of their errand, is
seldom met with.

But when they arrived at the spot where the child wes
sleeping, their mirth grew less boisterous, and Pat in silence
commenced his labor of love; and as he proceeded in his
melancholy task, 1 could see that he refused to join his com
paniors in further potations, for although their respect for the
place, or for their friend's affliction, seemed to owvercomre for
the time their ruminspired loquacity, they did not cesse
to resori to the jug for strength to enable them to bear bis
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grief, while sitting in the eart waiting for the conpletion of
the task which brought them there,

At length the little white stones stood in their places, show
ing, by the short distance between them, how brief wes the
pessage from the cradle to the grawve, of the being whose
whole history, so far as concermed the world at large, wes
inscribed on these narble pages.

A parent's heart, honewver, bears a dlfferent record;, ard
after Pat had adjusted the turf about the little grave, and
given the finishing touches to his work, he stood and gazed
for a noment upon the resting place of his child, thinking—
of what? Perhaps of the contrast between the guilty living
and the innocent dead Perhaps a flash from conscience
glanced across his mind. At least he exhibited some external
signs of enotion, for as he tumed awnay to join his uncon-
cermed companions, he brushed awnay a tear, and with it, per-
haps, the softening influences that were at work upon his
heart. _

The trio once nore seated in the vehicle, Pat no longer re-
fused the fluid consolation that his conmpanions proffered him
They by tums lewvelled the jug at the heavens, taking observa
tions with the nouth rather than with the eyes, and as the
last member of this astronomical corps elevated the instrument,
its near approach to the perpendicular showed that a vacuum
wes Well nigh formed within its recesses.  What discoveries
they mede, except « seeing stars” in general, | cannot say, for
they inmediately turmed their couree tonards honre.

This wes the last that | sawof Pat that day, but the next
time he started on his accustomed tranmp, two days after, he
had at least ore attentive spectator of his rifle exercise; and
although 1 failed on this occasion to discover the precise place
of his deposits, oning to my fear of alarming him, the opinion
wes strengthened by what | saw that they were still resting
quietly within a thick piece of woods, enbracing some three
or four acres, where he spent several hours that day. During
this tino, | wes ot nore than a quarter of a mile from him
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yet not a single report of his gun did | hear. Presuming
that he had seen e at a distance, | now and then let off a
charge innocent of lead, and occasionally betrayed the dog
into a tolerably ferocious bark, by making him “ speak” for a
smell cigar case which, held at a respectful distance from the
aninmal, might essily have been mistaken by him for a well-
cooked norsel of nmeat  This stratagem | thought necessary
to carry out the idea of a busy and enthusiastic huntsman.
Put this little essay at hunting yielded me no game of bipeds,
feathered or otherwise.

Soon after this, a runmor that several of his neighbors were
preparing for a removal to the West, led ne to fear that Pat
also might have similar intentions, and that on the oocasion of
Irs last visit to the woods, he might, after all, have withdrann
the deposits. It wes therefore deened ursafe to delay longer
in bringing matters to a crisis. But the manner of doing this,
and of conducting the arrest, so & to accumulate evidence of
his guilt, and at the sane time recover a part or the whole of
the funds, wes worthy of much caution and study. If |
went with an officer directly to his house to nake the arrest,
he might be absent at the time, and, getting notice of our visit,
effect his escape.  His family or acconplices, if he had any.
would of course be anare of our moverrents, and perhaps
secure the spails, unless they were secreted inmediately upon
the premises. Then | should be left with only the proof
already mentioned : that he had had an opportunity of pur-
loining the $2000 package, and had passed three bills supposed
to have been contained therein; together with sone other less
important circumstances.

The only safe and discreet course seeimed tobe to secure
him when alone, and by that means keep his family ignorant
respecting his arrest, until every effort had been mede to get
possession of the nmoney.  Accordingly | procured the aid of
au officer, and at an early hour in the moming, we took up our
quarters in a private dwelling iu the neighborhood, where wo
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could overlook Pat's house, and patiently waited for him t
meke his appearance.

It happened to he ore of his lazy nomings, and he did not
venture out until near ten o clock, and then, very nmuch to our
disappointment, in company with ancther individual, unknown
tocitherof us. A moment’'s consultation resulted in the deci-
sion to follow them at sonme distance, in the hope that they
might separate, but with the determination not to lose sight
of Pat again, and to take him into custody that day at all
hazards. We had not gone far, howewver, before he looked
owver his shoulder, and although at least two squares from us,
and a number of other persorns were passing and repessing at
the time, he No doubt recognised the officer, for after pro-
ceeding hut a few steps further, he and his friend tumed and
came townard us.

Believing that we were discovered, and that Pat was making
for the house to look after the safety of the treasures, a strata-
gem wes heastily arranged to throw him off his guard, ad at
the sane time to separate him from the stranger, who wes so
much in our way. It matters little what this schene wes,
provided there were no actual misrepresentations involved.
Suffice it to say, it wes quite successful, and his companion
resuming his walk tonards Brooklyn City Hall, the rest of tho
party were soon on their way to New York.

At the ferry, and while waiting for the boat, Pat suddenly
becane quite restless, as if he had for the first time connected
me with the scere in the post nester's room He walked
hack and forth upon the dock, and several times halted and
leaned on the railing directly over the water, with one hand
in his breeches’ pocket, as if he contenplated throaing some-
thing overboard  But | remained closely at his side, wherever
he went, and kept him engaged as much as possible, in re
marks about the weather, the gronth of Brooklyn, and ather
commonplace metters.

We had soon crossed tho ferry, and were seated in an onmi-
bus, moving slondy (Who ever wertt in any other way by that
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conveyance?) up Broadway. Pat hed by this tine groan very
taciturm, and no douist began to suspect that his escort wes not
entirely prepared to fight for his persoral liberty. In fact, he
must have fully decided in his oan mind that we were no very
corsistent friends of the “ largest liberty,” in his case at least,
when ore of us pulled the leather strap, to give the usual
signal for ahalt  This wes just as we had reached the head
of Cedar street, on which the post office is situated, and before
we had arrived, by several blocks, at the place where he at
first supposed he wes going to call, for a much nore agreeable
purpose than that of being confronted with the charge of
extensive nail robbery.

As he alighted from the “ slow coach,” he halted for a
nmonment, as if inclined to have soe better understanding
before proceeding further, especially as we turmed our faces in
the direction of the post office. He possessed physical strength
enough t have put an end to our troubling him any further,
but Broadway at midday is no very favorable place for such an
attenpt; and besides, he no doubt hoped that all might yet
core out right.  After being told that he wes wanted at the
post office on sonre private business, he went there peaceably.

Once alore with him in a private room the time had
fully armived for deciding—not as to his guilt, for of that |
wes fully satisfied—but what were the chances of proving it,
and of inducing him to disgorge his plunder.

« Patrick,” said 1, “ you are detected in your robberies of
the night mails in this office, and the first question | wish you
to arswer is, can you restore the noney, that it may be re-
turmed to those you have robbed.”

He received the accusation with a look of surprise, but
without any manifest trepidation

« | am an honest man, thank God,” he asseverated, “ and
I'll defy all ye can do to me; and it's nither ye nor the divil
that can scare ne, so it ain't,” at the sane tine draning him-
self up into an attitude of defiance.

“1 don't wish to scare you, Pat,” 1 remarked “ 1 am



BETRAYED BY A I1IAT. I”

sorry on accourt of your family tliat you should have so
abused your trust while enployed in this office But that is
neither here ror there. | want you to hand over the seven or
eight thousand dollars you have got so wrongfully. You
pessed sore of the S2000, from the Middletown package, to
Mr. @, for the grave-stones, you know, and 1 have the bills
in my pocket.”

“ And it's trouble enough that 1've had,” he replied, “ with
the sickness of mesclf, and the death of little Pat, and now
ye'd have ne father all the thievish tricks of the whole office,
would ye?  Ye'll find if ye look sharp, that it's another that's
got the letters ye speak of; for sure haven't | seen him, while
‘facing up,’ throw something under the counter, anong the
waeste paper, and then go looking there agin, after his task
wes done? And wesn't they large, thick parcels that he
dumped under the table ?”

I have never had a doubt that he wes then describing the
exact process by which he committed his onn depredations.

“Very well,” 1 answered, “you will soon see who is answer-
able and calling the officer, who had remained outsice the
door during the conversation, Pat wes notified that his person
must undergo a thorough search—and it was thorough.

Among the contents of his wallet were sone forty dollars
that agreed very well with the description of the kind of
nmoney mailed at Joliet, and also the receipt for the aforesaid
gravesstones.  On examining his hat, which he had taken off
on first entering the office, and placed at sore distance, on the
top of a secretary, there appeared, snugly stoned anay under
the leather lining, $165, all in fives of the Middletonwn Bank,
with the well-knonn marks on each bill ! But even this dis-
covery produced but little impression on him; declaring, as he
did very promptly, that he could show where he abtained that
noney; and no doubt he could !

Pat wes left in charge of two suitable persons, and the
remainder of the day wes spent by the officer and myself in
searching his house and premises for the balance of the missing
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funds, which wes done without giving any information to his
wife of the real ohjeet of our examination, or the unpleasant
situation of her husband The woods were also thoroughly
ransacked, though the chances appeared to be, that the booty
had been renmoved to the house or vicinity, as he went directly
from honme that moming, having a part of the funds about his
person, with tho design, as it was afternards ascertained, of
purchasing tickets for himself and family, and several others,
to llinois.

But our researches were unavailing, and | retumed to tho
post-office somewhat disappointed ; for the proof wes not yet
sufficient to convict him on account of the impossibility of
identifying the bills with certainty, as 1 have already men-
tioned

Before leaving, |1 had made known to him our intention to
search his house, and when we retumed, he for the first tine
showned signs of great uneasiness, and walked the room con-
stantly, evidently anxious to know if his treasures had been
discovered. llis anxiety was natural enough, for it tumed
out that the whole of the nmoney was secreted in the house,
and that at ore time during the search, | wes sgparated from
its hiding place, only by a half-inch board!

But Pat remained inmovable, so far as any confessions
were concermed ; and it wes thought advisable, at this junc-
ture, to call into requisition the influence of the person at whoso
urgent solicitation Pat had obtained his situation in the post-
dffice  An interview between them wes speedily arranged,
but the accused, for a while, still continued stoutly to deny his
guilt.  Subsequently, however, he inquired of the post mester
whether, in ease lie produced the noney, lie would have his
liberty. The post nester assented, so far as to promise o
prosecution on his part, and Pat finally agreed to go with us
on the follomng moming, and point out the place of deposit,
but insisted that 11., his friend and patron, (just referred to,)
should be of the party.

Fully impressed with the inportance of securing Pat aswell
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as the property of his victins, 1 now obtained a warrant,
which wes at once placed in the hands of ore of the U. S.
Deputy Marshals, who agreed to be in the immediate vicinity
of the nail robber’s residence, but to delay the arrest till ho
received a signal from ne that all wes ready, and after the
funds were fairly in our possession

Accordingly, a hack wes ordered to be at the post office at
an early hour the next noming, and we (the post nester, my-
self, Pat, and H.) were soon crossing the ferry to South Brook-
lyn. Ten minutes' ride brought us in front of Pat's house,
where we all alighted. Here netters took a tum wholly unex-
pected to me, for Pat insisted that no one but his friend, I1.,
and hinself, should go for the money, which he said wes
buried in the yard behind the house.  To this | objected, but
Pat stood firm remarking, that it would attract too much at-
tention if al hands went, and that if his request could not be
granted, he should meke no further disclosures, and we might
as well go back to New York.

The post mester and myself having at that time confidence
in 1., 1 took him aside and told him Pat must not be alloned
to escape, on any account, and that if he went alone with him,
he must promise to be responsible for his safe and speedy re-
tum with the noney, to all of which, H. readily assented,
claiming to have conplete control over his man, and promis-
ing to have him back in a few nmoments.  With this under-
standing they both passed round the house, and | started
to give the Marshal the signal that the tine for his services
had arrived

Not nore than three minutes had elapsed before | retumed
in company with that officer, and H. wes seen coming tonards
us, with a small box under his amm, but alone.

« Where is It. 7” | inquired

« He went into the house, through the back yard,” wsas the
resporse.

Taking the box from H., and handing it over to the post
mester, to be taken to the carriage, we at once passed into the

10*
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house, but no Pat could be found. On applying to 11, to
know what this meant, he explained by saying, that as soon as
the box wes handed to him, Pat hopped over the fence into
his back yard, and entered the house.

After some further search, he could not be found there, ard
IT. proposed that we should not then agppear too anxious to
secure him; repeatedly promising to have him forthcoming at
any nmoment, after the excitement had passed by a little.
Returning to the carriage, we started for New York, counting
the funds as we rode, which anmmounted to 84473.  Wueli of it
wes in the original parcels of bank-notes, of one hundred ard
two hundred dollars each, enclosed in the usual straps of paper,
with the amount of each package nmarked thereon, in the
figures of the cashiers and others, which greatly assisted after-
wards in the identification

The author of all this mischief managed to elude the most
secretly and cautiously executed plans for his arrest. 1t wes,
however, pretty well ascertained that he occasionally visited
his home during the night season, and ore night lie wes dis-
covered at a late hour, by a local policeman (Who had been
enployed to watch for him,) emerging from the front door of
his house. They saw each other at about the same instant,
and the policeman nmede an effort to seize him; but Pat wes
well amed, and wes in the act of pointing a gun at the
officer, when the latter, kuocking it aside, presented a revolver
and snapped it, the cap, luckily for the miserable fugitive from
justice, only exploding.

The noise had attracted the attention of two of his friends,
who it gppears were just leaving the premises, and who were
also well anred, and in the confusion which ensued, aided by
the darkness of the night, Pat managed to get clear again

The next attempt to arrest him was undertaken in cornse-
quence of private information that his family, together with a
brother and other relatives, had purchased tickets for the West.
The buying of an extra ticket nore than was required for the
party entering their nanes, authorized the belief that it wes
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obtained for Pat hinself, who would prooably join them at
some point on the route. They wore to leave on acertain
evening, by ore of the Albany boats, which usually mede o
landing between the two cities. On this occasion authority
wes adbtained for the boat to touch at Poughkeepsie, to receive
on board the Special Agent and two United States Marchais.
With this sleepless corps of dffidals there wes o lack of
handcuffs, revolvers, &c., nor of firm resolves to take the cul-
prit at all hazards, if he wes on the boat, and to arrest his wife
and ore or two others, believed to have been his accessories
after, if not before, the fact

The night being still and cloudless, at about midnight the
well-known sound of a stearrer's paddles wes heard, and soon
the huge form of the “ Hendrick Hudson” wes seen looming
up in the distance, her numerous signal and other lights, as
she changed her position from tine to time, appearing like
sore brilliant constellation, and making a nost beautiful dis-
play.

As she approached, for a time there appeared no perceptible
change in her course, but when nearly opposite the landing,
she suddenly veered tonard us, and in a noment her guards
were chafing against the ends of the pier; and without wait-
ing for the gang-plank, we were an board before the wheels
had fairly ceased their notion.  The engineer’s bell sounded
the signal for going ahead; and we about the sanme time
commenced our search through the floating palace.

As we progressed through the spacious cabins, a chorus of
discordant sounds saluted us from their sleeping occupants.

It is curious, by the way, to see how the lewvelling influence
of sleep shows itself in establishing a sort of equality between
different individuals, in respect of the noise they meke in the
world.  Your modest man, who, in his waking noments, avoids
all display of his vocal or other powers, no sooner cones under
the influence of the dronsy god, than his nodesty deserts
him; he blons his trunpet with as much sonorousness as
the most impudent of mankind.  The nost retiring person |
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ever knew, wes remarkable for being outrageously vociferous
in his slunbers.

The redoubtable Pat, however, wes guiltless of contributing
to the volune of sound aforesaid; nor wes his physiognomy
discoverable anong the sleeping or waking occupants of
the cabins, sofar as wc could see.  And as for any discove-
ries we mede that night, or any good that our trusty anrs did
us, we might aswell have been encircled in the “ ams of
Morpheus.” At ore time, honever, we thought our night's
work would prove a successful one, for on hastily consulting
the clerk as we boarded the stearrer, he informed us that a
man answering tolerably well the description of the object of
our search, had paid his fare to Albany, and wes snugly stoned
anay in berth No. 54, in the forward cabin

The revolvers and « omaments” were hastily examined, and
the plan adopted of delegating ore of the trio to proceed
quietly to No. 54, and, under the pretence that its ooccupant
wes in possession of the wong berth, to ascertain, first, if he
wes really the veritable Pat.

As | wes the only one who could readily identify him, this
duty fell upon me; and leaving my fearless associates at the
top of the stairs, with instructions to rush to my aid, in case
I took off my hat, with alnost breathless anxiety | nmade a
descent into the cabin, and in a few seconds stood in front of
the berth designated by the clerk

« Hallo, stranger,” | called out, at the samre tine gently
shaking him, “ haven't you got the wrong paw?”

An inhuman sort of a grunt wes all the reply | could at first
ovtain, but after repeating the inquiry, and increasing the
force of the punch, he leisurely turmed ower.

“And what the d—1 do you want?” says the lodger,
“ bothering a gentleman in this way ?  Is it my pocket-book,
ol my boots, you're after 7’

It wasn't Pat’'s woice at all, nor wes it his face, which | at
that moment got a glimpse of, by the aid of a lantem in the
hands of one of the servants whowes passing  As T saw pre-
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parations making for « tuming out,” and wes satisfied that |
had waked up the wrong passenger, 1 thought it prudent to
withdraw before matters progressed further in that direction

None of the suspected party were on board on that occasion

The telegraph wes resorted to after our arrival in Albany,
and word transmitted to us in that way, that the party we were
in search of would certainly go up the river by the boat on
the folloning night.

The nest nmoming wc were at the wharf, and by an arrange-
ment with the officers of the boat, wc were enabled to see
every person who went ashore, as they pessed through a half-
opered door at the after-gangway, in giving up the pessage
tickets. The net wes well spread this time, and though we
did not pick Pat up, we secured the whole party of his travel-
ing friends, including his wife and two children.  The Mar-
shal took them in charge, and without much cerenmony or ex-
planation, conducted them to a hack which had been provided
for their special acconmmodation.  They were very soon after
escorted to the police station, and a subsequent examination
of their persons and effects afforded no additional light, except
that among the baggage of Mrs. It. wes found a lot of scrap
gold, which a dentist of Philadelphia mailed to a New York
firm and which had never reached that firm  On the strength
of this discovery, she wes afterwards indicted as an acconplice
of her husband, and committed to Brooklyn jail, where she
remained for several nonths, her two children staying with
her, at her onn request.

Although she undoubtedly knew the precise locality of her
“liege lord” and probably could have procured her oan
liberty by making it known, yet she renained finn, and to the
last steadily refused to give the least information, insisting,
noreover, that she was ignorant of the post office depredations
at the time they were going on, and that the stolen property
found in her possession wes placed in ore of the trunks with-
out her knowledge. Possibly it wes so, as some of Pat's
wearing apparel wes found there also
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The remainder of the party, three in number, were detained
at Albany. It was deenmed necessary that they should rermain
there awhile, but the Chief of Police waes instructed not to
treat them strictly as prisoners, but to allow them to lodge at
the station; and an arrangement was mede for them to eat at
a neighboring restaurant, at the expense of Governiment.

The proprietor of the aforesaid restaurant finding, howewver,
that they were disposed to abuse that privilege, by imbibing
too freely, and selecting from the bill of fare whatever wes
choice and expensive—and especially as the contract for this
portion of his customers was not very clearly defined—took
the precaution to erase from one copy of the bill of fare all
articles of a rare and expensive kind, which corrected list, by
the third day, embraced but ore or two plain dishes. This
brief prograntre wes sure to be thrust before them as often as
they called for anything to eat, though avertal announcement
of “ ooffee” wes added at the regular moming and evening
repest Having also sore faint recollection of the discussions
in the public papers about reforms in the Navy, and dispensing
with the « grog rations,” he conmpromised the matter on that
head, by alloning the nen “ two drinks” a day, and no more;
that being, in his estimation, a proper Governnment allonance.

As sufficient legal evidence could not be procured, to show
that they really aided and abetted in the robberies, they were
notified that their bills would no longer be paid by the Post
Office Department; and declining to continue their jourmey to
the West, tickets were fumished them to retum to New York

Soon after their arrival in the city, they fell in with a tolera-
bly smart specimen of a lawyer, whose indignation at the
unheard-of proceedings against them of course had nothing
to do with so mercenary a motive as that of getting a fee out
of them; and by his advice a suit was promptly brought
against the Special Agent and the two Deputy Marshals, for
false imprisonment !

The cause wes “ set down” for trial in the Marine Court,
and care off in the course of aweek or two. A waggjsh
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spectator remarked that he could not see why it wes brought
in the Marine Court, unless it wes because the complainants
were “ half seas over” when stopped at Albany.

A very brief synopsis of this trial will, 1 think, prove worth
a perusal.

On the part of the prosecution, the conplainants thenselves
were the witnesses—id three of them genuine sons of the
Emerald Isle

Separate trials were asked and granted, and that of the
Special Agent was first taken up.

Michael D. wes duly swom, but instead of nounting the
witness's stand, with onehound and abroad grin, he wes inside
the Judge’s desk, and seated in the chair usually occupied by
one of the Associate Judges! A burst of laughter followed,
in which his Honor, as well as the spectators, joined. The
dfficer in attendance on the Court was quickly alongside of
Mike, and with considerable difficulty removed him to the
witrness stand.  Here he fixed his eyes intertly on me, perhaps
to keep watch, lest | should attermpt to run anay, corsidering
me his prisorer at last, and evidently chuckling within him-
self at the thought that the time had now core to put me on
as limited allonance, so far as variety went, as he had been
restricted to while in Albany.

Order being now restored, the counsel conmenced interro-
gating the witness.

« Michael, were you on your way to lllinois, from this city,
a the 20th instant ?”

witness.— “ Was | in lllinoi ? and sure | niver wes in ne
life; and if that spalpeen of an Agint beside ye says | wes,
he lies, bedad he docs I

Notwithstanding the loud calls of “ stop, stop,” by his
lanyer, he went through with the sentence, and stood, a thumb
in each armhole of his vest, looking defiantly at ne, ad
apparently ready for the next question.

The court.— * Now, Michael, you must not he in such a
hurry.  Try and understand wliat is said to you thoroughly,
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before arswering. 1 shall not permit any indulgence in the
use of harsh nanes to any of the Government officers, or to
any ore else in Court.”

Witness—*“ And didn't they stop me, and trate no the
sae as a nele thafe, your Honor 7

The court.—" Well, that's what we wart to find out; hut
you must not talk, only when you are questioned; rememrber
that.” 1

counsel—* | wWill put the inquiry in another shape. Were
you a passenger on board the steamboat for Albany, on any
night during the present nonth ?”

Mike remained speechless for a moment, staring at the
Judge in the nost peretrating mainer. That functionary
finally broke the silence,

“ Well, why don't you answer?”’

Witness—* And sure, your Honor, didn't you just tell me
to remain spachelcss when questioned ?”

court.—" only wWheu questioned, | said”

Witness (to the coursel).— « | was on the stameboat, and
the Agint there knows it, so he docs; and them other big
feeling chaps there (pointing to the Deputy Marshals) knons
ittoo And I'd like to see 'em try to delay e in that way
agin,” at the sanre tine lookiug fists, if not daggers, at those
innocent officials.

Here the patience of the Court, as well as the coursel, be-
care well nigh exhausted, and it wes suggested that Michael
should stand aside for the present, as the same facts could bo
proved by ancther and nore intelligent witness.

The new witness went on to describe the affair from the
conmencerent, including the detention at Albany. The
cross-examination, honever, shoned that so far as any “ inpri-
sonment” wes concermed, it wes literally - false”

It wes shown that all had the « freedom of the city,” while
in Albany, having frequently visited some « distant” connec-
tions— distant about two miles from the police station—and
had been well boarded, anay from the station, at the public
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expense.  That in fact they could have gone anywhere they
chose, a few hours after their arrival in Albany, or on any suc-
ceeding day.

After listening to the circunstances, and the notives which
led to the detention of these men, and to the testimony of one
of the police officers at Albany, in relation to their treatment
while there, the Judge suntrarily dismissed the case, remark-
ing that, in the first place no “ inprisonment” had been
proven, and that, even if it had, he should probably have sus-
tained the officers in the discharge of what they considered
their duty, in endeavoring to ferret out and punish the authors
of important crimes agairst the laws of the land.

The trial 1 hawve just described wes but one of many inci-
dertal occurrences which took place in the course of the
attenmpts made to arrest Pat It. ; occurrences, both tragical and
comical, which would here find a place, did not the limited
space render that inpossible.

In closing the history of this case, it will be sufficient to
say that, in the course of our investigations, the innocence of
many suspected persons wes established ; restitution nede to
the sufferers by Pat’s villany, so far as their losses could be
satisfactorily traced to him; and the Post-Office Department
were rid of oe of the nost daring and unscrupulous nail
robbers that ever disgraced the service. He is not even now
as secure in his hiding place as he perhaps imegines himself
to be.

If there are those (as there is reason to suspect) who shared
with him in such of the spoils as were not recovered, they
also, even if they escape the punishment which they nerit
from their fellow men, will not always elude the pursuit of
corscience, nor awoid the retribution which she will nost
surely inflict upon them

11
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An infected District—A “ fast” Route Agent—Heavy Bank Losses—
Amateur Experiments—Dangerous Interference—A Moral Lecture
— The Process discovered — An unwelcome Stranger — Midnight
Watching—Monopoly of a Car— Detected in the Act—The Robber
searched — His Committal — A supposed Accomplice — The Case
explained — Honesty again triumphant— Drafts and Letters— A
long Sentence—Public Sympathy—A Christian Wife—Prison Scenes
—Faithful to the last—An interesting Letter.

The literary reputation of one of the oldest and nost cele-
brated scats of learning in New England, wes once tenporarily
overshadowed by the “ bad eminence”” that it attained in the
eyes of all within a distance of fifty miles in every direction,
who attenmpted to transmit valuable matter through the mils.
The period during which this state of things existed, wes in
the nonths of January and February, 1854. Throughout
those nonths a fatality attended all money-letters designed to
pess through the place referred toj the like of which hes sel-
dom been known in the history of the Post-Cffice,

As well might ore have attempted to send a valuable letter
aoross the Meelstrom, as to get it safely past the fatal point.
This point wes like the lion's cave in the fable, into Which
many tracks entered, but from which none were seen to
retcum.  And the lion, whoever he wes, had an insatiable and
indiscriminating appetite, for ho consuned the supplies com
ing from three or four neighboring counties in the State, and
like a feline Oliver Twist, continually *“ asked for nore.”

The effects of these nuerous Imofm(rse,\)Aemra

122
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confined to the vicinities of the sufferers, but were felt in renote
portions of the country.

But the loss of noney and the consequent incorvenience,
were not the only results folloning this wholesale rabbery.
Perhiaps no series of mail depredations ever spread so widely
the cloud of suspicion over those connected with the nail
service. J11 the route agents, post nesters, post-office clerks,
and nail messengers, whose spheres of duty lay within the
infected district; all these officials felt the severity of the test
of character, which existing circurstances applied. Such a
state of things as that which we are describing, often senves
as a thundershower, to clear the noral atmosphere.  Half-
formed purposes of roguery are, for the present at least, laid
by; those already guilty of peculation on asnall scale cease
from their operations; all wait in breathless suspense for the
denouement Of the drama; and when the bolt falls, and the
offender is smitten down, they breathe nore freely ; and such
a catastrophe is not unfrequently the turming point in the life
of sonme young man, who has hitherto been vacillating between
good and evil.

The arrest and punishment of another inspires him with
salutary fear of similar results in his oan case, should he
venture upon a like course.

And the effect of such occurrences upon those who have
never tumed asice from the path of rectitude, is no less
decided

These are the tines that « try men's souls.” It is ahard
thing for one to bear up for weeks and nonths under a
load of suspicion, though cornscious of innocence ; but this is a
still harder task, if he has nothing between the eyes of the
public and his innard rottenness but the thin shell of a decent
and false reputation. No man can know to its full extent the
value of a good charecter, until he has been through sone
“fiery trial,” in which nothing but such a power could have
saved him from ruin

Yet those who at the time of which | speak, were nost firm
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in conscious integrity, did not escape the stings of annoying
suspicions, and significant insinuations.

“ Could it be a certain Route Agent 7’ confidentially asked
an officious individual, perhaps quite toowilling to start such a
suspicion, the aforesaid Agent having, in pursuance of gereral
instructions,Menied him the privilege of the mail car. “ 1 saw
him,” continued our virtuous friend, * sporting a fine tum-out
only last Sunday, and they do say that he is rather fast for a
young nman on so small a salary. It wouldn't surprise ne
rmuch if they should find that the trouble is there.”

4 Unfortunately for this theory, so well founded on the besis

of a Sunday “ tum out” and a “ theysay,” the “ fast” young
man could not have had access to ore in a dozen of the lost
packages.

This is a specimen of the endless sunmises and conjectures
that were throan out in the progress of the affair, much to
the annoyance of numerous post mesters clerks, and other
offidals, whose honesty, aided by the strenuous efforts of the
Special Agent to arrive at the truth, carried them through the
ordeal triumphantly, and left their accusers, particularly the
man who couldn't ride in the mail car, rather “ chop-fallen,”
and possibly not a little disappointed

The banks within the infected district, suffered in the loss
of drafts, &c., to the anmount of at least two hundred thousand
dollars, while scarcely a business man in either of the two
or three cities within range of the prevailing disorder, escaped
the vexatious and often injurious consequences of the depre-
dations then going on, for the robber did not stop to select his
booty. Indeed, lie could not have done so, had he wished fit,
as the reader will hereafter see.

An investigation of the case wes ordered by the Depart-
ment, and carried on with as much energy as prudence would
permit; yet in the midst of it the robberies continued un:
checked.' Hereupon sone of the bank officers grew very im
patient, as the victins of depredatios arc apt to do, if they
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ure not mede acquainted with every step that is talien in the
delicate process of narroning down the investigation.

When | had been on the trail for nearly a week, one of
those gentlemen—an excellent financior, but by no means
profoundly versed in the mysteries of human nature—in his
irrprudent zeal to find out something, took matters into his
own hands, and came near spoiling all by alarming the rob-
ber, without detecting him  He prepared a sort of decoy let-
ter, as he called it, well filled with pieces of tissue paper, about
the size of bank-notes, and this tenpting package he ad
dressed to a cashier to whom several of the missing letters
had been directed. This fell into the hands of the rabber,
but the experiment wes rendered harmmless by the fact stated
by hinself after his arrest, that he never stopped to read or
examine any letters, except to ascertain whether they contained
money. It will never be known, probably, how much good
advice the criminal lost, when he committed this tissue of de-
ception to the flanes, for the worthy cashier, in his well-meant
zeal, supplied the place of bank-notes in the decoy package
with what he doubtless considered of nore value, nanely, a
noral lecture to the delinquent, displaying in vivid colors the
foliy and wickedness of his course, and closing with the warm:
ing that if lie took that letter, he would surely be detected!

The ingenuity and shrewdness of this device cannot be too
much admired.  The threat contained in the letter wes sowell
calculated to throw the culprit off his guard, that if he had
reed it, he would no doubt have fallen an easy prey to such
cunning mechinations ! It wes of course expected by the de-
viser of this scheme that the package would be presenved by
the person who stole it, in order to afford the necessary evi-
dence of crime! The pieces of tissue paper could essily have
been identified, and he would naturally presetvo the acconpe:
nying document with as much care as Job wes ready to show
to the “ book” which he wished his adversary to write !

Such interference as this, with an important investigation,
is never warranted by any considerations whatever.  The com

il*
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mander of an anmy who has laid all his plans for surprising
an enenmy, would feel under Tery slight adbligations to any offi-
cious friend, who, in his inpatience and ignorance of the
course intended, should alarm the foe by some hasty and ill-
advised attack

Thus is it in the investigations to which we refer.  Secrecy
is all-inportant to the successful issue of the plans that nmay
be devised; and volunteer services, especially from persors
destitute of experience, are quite as likely to aid the criminal
as 1o assist those who are endeavoring to detect him

This digression has been made principally for the sake of
protesting against such interference as that above mentioned,
and of inducing others to abstain from similar uwarrantable
experiments.

Notwithstanding the uneasiness of our amateur detective
officer, and the remarkable skill displayed by him (as he sup-
posed) in that capacity, considerable progress had already been
made by means much safer than those which he adopted, if
not nore ingenious.

There were but few points to which suspicion could be rea
sonably directed, as there were but few places where the stolen
packages would have centered Each of these points wes
closely watched. A section of rail roed, sone thirty-five miles
in length, over which nost of the robbed mails must have
passed, seerred, for a time, to satisfy the conditions of the
problem to be solved, but this hypothesis wes overturmed by
the fact that on ore and the sane night, packages were taken
from mails which had passed each other on this road, in oppo-
site trains, on separate tracks, and at a high rate of speed

The mail messengers enployed to convey the nails to and
from the several railroad depots at central points, were care-
fully looked after, but all appeared right anong them  And
as for the postoffices, there were not nore than two out of all
affected by the numerous losses, through which half a dozen
of the lost letters would have passed

There was however, one men who had not thus far been
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included in the investigation, chiefly because in the discharge
of his ordinary duties as baggage-mester, at a central station
or junction where mail carriers were provided by the rail roed
conpanies, he was not supposed to have even a tenporary
charge of any of the nmils. Eut while watching one of the
meil carriers on a certain evening, as he wes conveying a
number of nails from a city post-office to the cars, the Agent
obsenved him placing them in charge of the aforesaid baggage-
mester, prior to the arrival of the train by which they were to
be forwarded.

After they had thus been committed to his custody, he was
seen to throw them carelessly into his baggage room and enter
the room closing the door behind him  After a lapse of
several minutes, he care out, piled the bags upon a barrowor
baggage truci, and wheeled them to a point upon the plat-
form opposite which the approaching train wes to stop. The
unnecessary operation of placing the bags in the room when
the train wes nearly or quite due, wes a very suspicious Cir-
cunrstance, especially when taken in connection with the other
nmoverents of the baggage-mester, and by nears of the
telegraph the post mester of a neighboring city wes requested
to be present at the opening of that nmail, to see whether
certain letter packages arrived which were known to have been
in the through mail pouch for his office that evening. The
reply was, « opened mail myself, no letters for this delivery.”

An hour and a half had now passed since the train had left,
and if the mails had been rifled in the baggage room sufficient
time had been afforded the robber to have concealed or
destroyed all the direct proof of his guilt upon this occasion
Hence no open action wes then taken in view of the dis-
coveries made.  Besides, there wes too much at stake to
warrant the incurring of any risk on the strength of these
facts.

The folloning evening the novenrents of the suspected
person were again watched, the Agent having a better know-
edge respecting the exact nature aud value of a portion of tho
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contents of the nail hags which were to be forwarded at that
tine.

Upon this occasion, the train wes “ on time,” and the
carrier a little later than wsual, so the mails were placed
directly upon the barrony and wheeled by the baggage-master
to an obscure part of the depot, nore renote from observation,
and less in the way of passers, than that where they were
carried the previos night.  After remaining there a short
time, he rolled the truck and its valuable load back to the
usual spot, in readiness for the train.

This straDge manceumre indicated still another and a bolder
operation, but the probabilities were that he had been foiled
in any attempt he might have designed to meke, by a person
vihom | saw folloning him into his dark retreat to neke
application for baggage, as | supposed, for they both entered
the baggage room and soon cane out, the stranger with a
valise in his hand.  This contre-temps excited in my mind no
very amiable feelings tonard its innocent cause, for 1 had
concluded to bring the affair to a crisis at once, should the
telegraph report anything missing from the nails.  But the
dispatch received that evening wes, « All right,” which con
fimmed my belief that my plans and those of the baggage-
mester had been frustrated by the stranger.

Ancther train from the opposite direction, and bringing
mails for delivery at this point, were due at a later hour, and
as there had also been losses from those mails, 1 decided to
wait and see what usage they received on their arrival, which,
owning to heawy snowdrifts somewhere on the road, wes
delayed till near midnight.

When the train cae in and the baggage wes disposed of,
the meils were all carried to the baggage room irstead of to
the post-office, and, after putting out the gas-lights about the
depot, the faithful baggage-nmester retumed to his apartent.

Through a small swinging window designed for ventilation,
opening into this room near the top, | could see a faint light,
and from its unsteady notions, which shoned that the lamp
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from wilieh it proceeded wes in the hand of some one noving
it in various directions, | concluded that the occupant of the
room wes rifling the mails.

This wes an exciting noment. My first impulse wes to pro-
ceed at once to the door, dermand admittance, and charge him
on the spot with the crime of which | suspected him But a
slight distrust of my physical ability to cope with him single-
handed in case of resistance, which would alnost certainly fol-
low if my suspicions were correct; and the lateness of the
hour, rendering it improbable that 1 could obtain aid should
it be necessary; these considerations prevented me from carry-
ing out my first intention, and when the unconscious object
of my scrutiny put out his light and left the depot, | went in
an gpposite direction to my quarters, determined, however, to
give him but one nore chance to continue his depredations.

The next night he robbed his last il beg

Obtaining a private interview with the Superintendent of
the rail road, | for the first tine laid the facts before him, for
the purpose of securing somre assistance in the prosecution of
my plans which he only could render. | wished to provide a
place of concealment in that retired part of the depot where
the mails had been taken on the preceding evening, and as
enpty cars were frequently left standing over night upon some
of the unoccupied tracks, it wes arranged to leave a car near
the place mentioned, for my exclusive occupancy. From the
“ loop-hole” of this “ retreat” 1 could determine with some
accuracy the nature of such mysterious noverents as | had
before witnessed in that vicinity.

Lest the baggage room should be chosen this time as the
scere of operation, and thus my plans be defeated, a discrest
friend wes stationed near that point about the tine that the
mails were brought over from the office, in order to *“ head off”
the suspected functionary.

For the purpose of alloning as much time as possible, the
conductor of the train, which wes to take that mail, had been
telegraphed to “ cone in a little behind time.”
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Certain money packages had been prepared, and everything
being in readiness, 1 took my post of dbservation in the empty
car just before the nails came from the post-office.

I had not long been stationed, when | heard the familiar
rumbling sound of the baggage truck, and in a noment nore
the baggage-mester appeared, trundling along his loed of nails,
and coming to a halt upon the platform within fifteen feet of
my watchful eye.

That eye sawrapid work for a few nonents!  Hasty passes
of the right hand between the mouth of ore of the nail bags
(as it appeared in the dim light to be) and the capacious pock-
ets of a sack ower-coat, showed clearly for what purpose the
mails had been thus taken out of the way, and the well-known
dick of a mail-lock informed ne that the operation wes corr
cluded, and that the noment had arrived for action on ny
part.

I think a rail road car wes never emmptied of its contents in
amuch less time than on the present occasion  And my very
informal introduction to the wholesale dealer in goods in the
« original packages,” wes about as sudden. In fact, he hed
hardly set down the barrow; after renoving it a few rods to its
wsual pasition, before 1 wes addressing him

In the midst of the rifling process just described, | had
seen him gpen the door of a snall apartment near him, a light
shining out for a moment while the door wes open.  And it
occurred to e that an acconplice might be secreted there for
the purpose of receiving the stolen property.  Accordingly |
remarked that | would like to have him acconpany ne for a
nmonent into this roomon private business, towhich he readily
assented, neither knowing me, nor having arny suspicion of
the nature of my “ business,” for otherwise he might not have
so cheerfully complied with my request.

On opening the door | discovered a person within, who ap-
peared to be wholly unoccupied, except in smoking a cigar.
Thinking it probable that he was in some way connected with
the robberies, | corsidered it prudent to obtain assistance be-
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fore making known the abject of this interview, and accord
ingly spoke to three or four persons who had been attracted
to the place by the urwonted novenents, requesting them to
cal! ore of the police officers, some of whom were gererally in
the vicinity of that rail road station

During this delay, and in order to prevent any attenpt at
escape, | put a series of questions to the baggage-nester, cal-
culated to allay the suspicion which began to be strongly indi-
cated by his looks.

“Did you,” | inquired, “ find in this morning’s train from
H------ , a pocket-book; lost there by a passenger? If we can
recover the papers, the norey is less of an object”

This seened to relieve his fears considerably, and he replied
in a cheerful tore,

“1 have found no such thing. It isn't my business to go
through the trains, but this man's,” pointing to the other per-
soN present.

“ Ah, its my mistake. Did you see anything of a pocket-
book;” | asked, tuming to the person indicated.

“ No,” wes the amswer; “ have you lost such an article 7

I wes relieved from the difficulty of this question by a rap
on the door from the Chief of Police, who wes the man of all
others whom | wished to see.

As he entered, | intimated to him, in a whisper, what wes
on foot, and then tuming to the baggage-nester, without any
prearble or formality, 1 requested him to hand me the mail-
key, which he had in his possession

“1 haven't any mail-key,” wes the dull resporse.  “ Very
well,” said I, « then we shall have to search you.”

He tumed pale, and remarked, with assumed calmmess, “ |
suppose 1 know what you want.”

Ore of the side pockets of his over-coat appearing some-
what distended, | conmenced ny investigations with that.
The first article that appeared wes the large package of letters
mede up that evening for delivery at the neighboring city,
before alluded to, and the next dive brought to light a heavy
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distribution package for the sane office  Sewveral other pack-
ages of less size were afterwards drann forth:  After the search
had been conpleted, the culprit wes hand-cuffed, and lodged in
jail within half an hour fromthe time when he had conmitted
this last depredation.

After we had dispatched this part of the business, we turmed
our attention to the companion of the unfortunate baggage-
nmester, who had been observing our proceedings with the
utmost equanimity, though not without interest.

"That'’s rather hard on Ed,” said he, as the door closed on
the culprit.

"Yes,” replied I, “it is. But | believe we must search
you, for | think you are concermed in this affair.”

" 1 never was searched in my life,” said he, smilingly, “ ex-
cepting when 1've searched my oan pockets, and then 1 never
found much.  Perhaps you'll have better luck; at any rate,
it won't hurt e to have it triedj” and so saying, he laid
asice his cigar, and presented himself to undergo the ordeal.
But nothing wes found to inplicate him in any way.

I then expressed my fear that he might still be an accom
plice, as 1 noticed the baggage-mester gpen and shut the door
of the little room while rifling the nails that night.

An honest laugh folloned this remark, and an explanation
wes given me, which satisfactorily accounted for the suspicious
circunmstance.

It seerrs that his dishonest companion, fearing that he would
core out of the room and detect him in the act, had opened
the door, telling him that he would have to be locked in till the
train arrived, and tumed the key on the outside.  This passed
for a joke, and the inprisoned person thought little of it, as
he would have o oocasion to leave the room until the train
arrived, when it would be his duty to inspect the cars. It
also appeared that this locking up trick had been played seve-
ral times previously, no doubt for a similar purpase.

Thus, was an honest man subjected to suspicion, by circum
stances beyond bis control. A satisfactory explanation of
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them, however, wes not beyond his power, and his experience
goes to increase the array of testinony, to show the inestine
ble value of a clear conscience in all exigencies whatever.

The key of a private desk in the baggage room wes taken
from the rober, and in this desk wes found about §40,000 in
bank drafts, checks, &c., and nore than a hundred rifled let-
ters, which, as their post-marks showed, must have been the
proceeds of one or two nights’ robbery. Bverything taken
from the mails, except norney, had been committed to the
flanes, as the criminal himself afterwards confessed. A large
portion of the available funds which he had accunmulated, wes
recovered and restored to the rightful oarers.

In less than a week from this time, he wes tried, and sen+
tenced to the State Prison for the term of twenty-seven years.

The discoveries here detailed, gave rise to great surprise
and excitement anong all who knew the guilty individual, for
he had sustained a good reputation for sobriety, honesty, and
industry.

liis innocent family received the wamest sympathy of the
entire community, which indeed they deserved, for the cul-
prit's wife was a sincere Christian woman,—a living exenpli-
fication of the religion by which she professed to be guided.

Sorre of the interviews at the prison between her husband,
children, and herself, were painful to behold; yet, after the
first terrible shock, (and how terrible it was, can be realized
by those only who have seen a beloved one suddenly metanor-
phosed from a fancied angel into a - fallen spirit,”) she be-
came nore resigned to the overpowering calamity which had
owertaken herself and her children.

She had no reproaches for her sinning husband, nor did
she allude in his presence to the sufferings which he had
brought upon his innocent family; but her aim seened to be,
to induce him, by nmeans of his bitter experience, to begin a
new and a Christian life.

One day, when | culled to see the prisoner, in conpary with
a gentleman who wes anxious to leam the fate of a package

12
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of valuable papers which lie had lost, we found the afflicted
woman sitting by her husband—one arm throan lovingly
around his neck, and an ogpen Bible lying inherlap. We
apolagized to her for the interruption.  She looked up mMourm:
fully, atear stealing down her wan cheek as she said,

“It is o netter. | wes only reading to poor Edward.”
Then looking at him fondly, she continued— « He has been a
kind, good husband and father, and hadn't any bad habits or
companions that 1 knew of; and 1 have often thought that
if he only had religion, he would be perfect. And if this
trial, bad as it is, will only meke him a Christian, itwill be all
| shall ask” '

Mearnwhile her two little children were thoughtlessly play-
ing about the door of the cell, unconscious of the ruin which
had been wrought in the hearts and the prospects of their
wretched parents. The youngest one, while wc were there,
tried to play at “ bopeep” with its father, but wes inTme-
diately checked by the poor nother, who cried out in an
agonized woice, “ Oh Eddie, don't!”

BEver since her husband wes sent to prison, this devoted
wife hes visited him twice a month, (having been fumished
with afree pass by the officers of the rail roed which pesses near
the prison,) aud to judge by the report of those who have an
opportunity of observing him every day, the prisoner hes
conmenced that Christian life, to which the prayers and
loving efforts of his wife were designed to lead him

Nothing can be said that would add to the force of the les-
son contained in the facts here marrated. I a life-time of im
prisonment, and the blighting of the hopes and happiness of
loved ones, do not show with sufficient impressiveness the re-
sult of crime, imegination will in vain attempt to supply the
deficiency.

I append a letter received by nme from the criminal, some
time after his committal to the State Prison :—
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emnmmeee , July 18, 1854.
Kind Friend—

For T must consider you as such, because through your instru-
mentality | have been saved, perhaps, from a worse fate than has
befallen me. | think through this, 1 have been taught to see wliat a
sinner I am. | am truly penitent for this crime, as well as all my
disobedience to the just laws of God. | mean, through the help of
Almighty power, to serve my Creator the remaining years of my life.

It is strange how | was tempted to do that crime. | never was
inclined to do evil or keep bad company. In fact, | kept no company
hardly, except that of my wife and little ones. Oh'! how my heart
throbs to break loose and join them! Look upon yours as you can
in freedom, and think of me. It almost suffocates me to call them
before me in my mind.

Oh, horrors ! little did | ever think such a fate would befal me! |
cannot tell why | did it, more than this—-to pay my debts. How
they did trouble me—how should | ever pay them ? But this was not
the way to cancel them.

I do not love money—not at all. | never desired to be rich, only
to be square with the world. | became indebted by inexperience and
pride.

I would tell you the little story of my life, if 1 could. My con-
nections, except my father, are pious people. My mother was a good
Christian, and died in the happy hope of Heaven. She called me to
her bedside about two months before her death. That was the last
time | saw her alive ; and when she parted with me, she clasped me
to her bosom, with these words—*“ My son, obey God and meet me in
Heaven I'1L Oh'! how full of meaning, and a mother’s love.

But this is too painful. | cannot write of this.

You can imagine my feelings at this time. But the evil tempter
has left me now, and | pray to God, never to return.

Do warn others of my sad fate, to shun the road to ruin.

God, in his infinite goodness, has looked upon me with compassion,
and calmed my troubles in part. At least all that | have desired, He
has done for me, or how could | have lived?

SVill you not call and see me some time ? Don't despise the thief;
Christ did not.

Many thanks to your kind heart. Also please thank the Govern-
ment Attorney, and the Post Masters of I1------ , and N------ [JEEE .
May God watch over and preserve you all.

Your unworthy servant,
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In our larger cities, and indeed throughout the country,
there are thousands of persorns engaged in the transaction of
business, who if called upon would testify that in the course
of their enployment of the nmils, involving in the aggregate
the cdllection and disburserent of millions of ddllars, no part
of their correspondence, valuable or otherwise, had failed or
had ever been delayed through any fault of the Post-Cffice
Department.

Such, up to the year 1849, had been the experience—an
experience extending through many years—of afinn in North-
em New York, extensively engaged in manufacturing and redl
estate operations, which required the frequent transmission of
heavy remittances between their place of business and New
York City. For a long tine they confined themmselves to the
use of drafts, checks, and ather representatives of noney, but
as everything went on snoothly for years, they firally remitted
noney itself, in the shape of bank-notes, whenever convenience
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required, without bestoning a thought upon the insecurity or
danger of such a course; and for a time the prompt acknow
ledgment of the receipt of the various suns thus sent strength-
ened their confidence in the safety of the nmils, and the
fidelity of their management. *

Therefore the rifling of one noney letter directed by them
to New York caused but little alarm; but when this wes
folloned in rapid succession by the loss of the contents of a
second, third, and even a fourth, they began to think that
there wes “ something rotten in the state of” —New York,
and accordingly called upon the Post-Office Departent for
aid in ascertaining the locality, and detecting the perpetrator
of these robberies.

The losses could not be attributed to misdirection, or ary
other of the long catalogue of causes not of a criminal nature,
though occasioning much alarm and inconvenience.  For in
the present case the rifled letters had reached the parties ad
dressed They had been opened, robbed, and resealed

The route over which the letters passed wes a long one—
sore four hundred miles—aud the first look at the case seenmed
alnost to forbid the hope of success in its investigation; for it
appeared probable that the robber might defy detection as
effectually as “ a needle in a hay-mow;” and a belief of
this kind no doubt eucouraged him in his course.  There wes,
however, another fact in connection with the matter, as will
presently be seen, of which he wes ignorant, which might
have caused him at least to hesitate iu pursuing his desigrs,
had he known it, for it very much curtailed the limits within
which investigation wes necessary.

The course of the mail on this route wes, first to Ogdens-
burg, sone sixty miles, by stage, the mail being overhauled at
each of the intemrediate offices, eight or ten in number. At
Ogdcusburg, all matter for New York wes put intoa + through
bag,” which wes fumished with a brass lock, and not to be
opened until its arrival in New York.

It may be well here to state that two kinds of locks are used

12 =



138 ABOUT MAIL LOCKS.

in the mail service ; the iron lock for short distances and upon
routes where the nmails are frequently overhauled, a key to
which is in the possession of all the post mesters and “ Route
Agents)” and the brass lock, used for greater safety only be-
tween large places and on inportant routes j the intenmediate
offices being supplied with their mail matter without the
necessity of opening the through bag.  Consequently the
brass key is in the hands of comparatively few post mesters,
(only those who are conrected with the offices where the
through bags are opened,) and of none of the Route Agents.

The reader will see from this statenment, and others hereafter
to be mede, that the robberies were probably committed some-
where between the first-nentioned place and Ogdensburg,
and that thus it would be necessary to pursue the investigation
only on the latter route, some sixty miles as has already been
mentioned.

The seals of the rifled letters were important witnesses in
this case.  In the rescaling, uncommonly large wefers of a
peculiar shade had been used, as well as a particular kind of
stanp, which circunstances satisfactorily proved that all the
robberies were the handi-work of one person, and probably at
a single locality. The letters had in each instance been
detained somewhere ore day longer than the tine usually
required for their passage over the route.

Now there are certain features or symptons, so to speak, in
cases of mail depredations which go far to assist one accustomed
to their investigation in determining whether they have oc
curred in large or small post-offices, and to distinguish with
tolerable accuracy, between city and country embezzlenents.
A city depredator seldom if ever confines his operatiors to letters
pessing over a particular route.  Indeed he could scarcely do
sowere he to attenpt it, for in the usual division of labor, a
dozen letters arriving on separate days would be likely to be
taken charge of by as many different hands, and if letters were
pessing each way on the sare route, it would be still nore
difficult for the same person to purloin from both, es the
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receiving and forwarding departments are gererally if not
always entirely distinct.

Neither is it acity symptom to reseal and replace aletter
after it has been rifled, for the reason, among others, that the
depredator is not willing, after having succeeded in purloining
it, to incur the additional risk of smuggling it back again.
While in country or village post-offices, the thefts must in
most cases be confined to ore route, and there is nore leisure
and better opportunity for the resealing and retuming process

For similar reasors, the loss or robbery of a number of
letters addressed to the same party or business firm although
arriving by different routes, would not necessarily place a city
post-office clerk under suspicion, since he could scarcely have
a notive for such a selection anong the thousands of valuable
letters coming into his custody. On the contrary, if he were
disposed to be dishonest, he would be nore likely to take A.’s
letter to-day, B.’s tonorrow, and C.’s the next day. Neither
would it, in the case just supposed, be probable that there w;i3
arogue on each of the different routes. The theory which
experience and abservation have established, would be that
the repeated embezzlements had been carried on by sore
dishonest messenger outside the office who had in his power
only the correspondence with which he had been intrusted.
At all events, such a conclusion would be fully justified by the
very frequent discoveries of similar delinquencies in our cities
and large tows.

The peculiar features in the present case showed quite
plainly that neither the New York nor Ogdensburg offices
were inplicated, and that the depredations had occurred some-
where between the latter and the mailing office

An inmportant question now arcse, narely, what postnester
between these points used wafers similar to those yoon the
rifled letters. Having entire confidence in the Ogdensburg
post nester, | requested him to wwrite to each of the post
mesters on the suspected route, asking for information on
indifferent subjects and requiring replies.  One wes requested
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to send acopy of the post-bill from his dffice to Ogdensburg
of a certain date.  Another was inquired of to know whether
a letter renained in his office addressed to Timothy Saunders;
ancther to know whether there wes once a derk in his
dffice by the nane of Philip Barton, and if so, where he was
at present residing. In this way letters were obtained from
all these post nesters in the course of a few days, and the node
of sealing wes in each case particularly examined.  Upon ore
of these letters the large wafer wes found! There wes not
only the kind of wafer, but the stanp identical with that used
upon the rifled letters.

For a few days after this, the exterior of al the letters
received at Ogdensburg, and which pessed through the
suspected office, were carefully examined to see if they had
been disturbed This examination showed plainly that a
number had been opened, and resealed either with the largo
wafer, or by the use of the original seals, which of course
were mutilated.

Careful inquiry of some who knew the suspected post
mester, shoned that he wes a merchant in good standing,
against whom no charge of dishonesty had ever been pre-
ferred

The next thing to he done wes to visit a point beyond him,
in order to pass decoy letters through his hands, on their way
to the Ogdensburg office

Accompanied by a citizen of Ogdensburg, Whoso services
I had secured as a guide, | started in a private conveyance,
and when we had arrived within ten miles of the office of the
big wafers, we tumed into a by-road o0 as to avoid passing
through the village in which it wes situated. At a short
distance from the village upon the roed aforesaid, we saw a
sleigh approaching, (it wes the nonth of Decerrber, ad
capital sleighing,) and as it drew rear, my conpanion re-
marked that he believed its occupant waes Mr. Willis, the very
person we were endeavoring to avoid ! My friend knew Mr.
W. by sight, but wes not sure that Mr. W. knewnim.
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We concealed our faces as well as we could under the
circunstances, and passed at as rapid a rate as was conpatible
with the muscular powers of our llosinante. It afterwards
appeared that Willis wes out on a collecting tour that day, and
that neither of us were known to him nor had he the least
suspicion of our business.

The mail which had so frequently suffered the loss of its
valuable contents, passed owver the route in the night, leaving
Fort Covington at about ten P. bl and reaching the suspected
dffice a little before midnight.

An interview with the victim of the former losses, resulted
in his preparing a letter containing one hundred ddllars in
bank-notes, addressed to the sane New York correspondent
to whom the other letters had been sent. A full account of
the bills wes taken, and the letter sealed with asmall wefer.
A post-bill wes prepared by the post mester at Fort Covington,
and the letter enclosed in awrapper directed on the outside to
New York City.

For the first tine it occurred to me that the string to be put
upon the deocoy package, might be made to play an inportant
part in supplying evidence of crine. If the letter should be
robbed, and then destroyed together with the vrapper, ad the
noney secreted, No proof of the deed would remain excepting
the circunstance that the package went into that office and
never cane out  But the nost cunning depredator would
never think of destroying a thing so irsignificant as a string.
So | concluded to make it available in the experiment about
to be tried. Among my notes of this case, | find the folloning
description— « A white cotton string, twelve inches long; a
koot exactly in the middle, another an inch from ore end,
and another two inches from the other end—the last-men-
tioned end dipped in ink.”

The package, tied up with this tell-tale string, wes then
thronn into the bag, and we soon set out on our retum in the
mail conveyance. The roed lay for the most part through
thick swampy woods, upon whose grim silence the cheerfu.
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sound of aur sleigh+bells mede but little impression.  Nor did
we possess any other means for dispelling the gloom around
ws than the red glow of a couple of cigars, with which we
resisted the encroachments of Jack Frost, so far as our noses
were concermed.  These (the cigars, not the noses) must have
appeared like feeble imitations of a pair of coach lans.

Wc had pessed owver about half the distance through the
woods, when an incident occurred serving at leest to break the
rmmonctony of our ride. A dark object by the side of the roed
mede conspicuous by the snow upon the ground, attracted our
attention and that of our horses, who attenpted to halt, and
required a smart application of the lash to induce them to
resure their pace. A nmoment after we could distinguish the
forms of two persons stepping nearer to the middle of the roed
as we approached them Not a word was said by either of us,
as We were too much engaged in speculating on the character
of the unexpected apparitions, to indulge in conversation; but
the driver had evidently mede up his mind to forestall any
nefarious designs which they might entertain  Requesting
ne to - raise up alittle,” he drew from the sleigh-box an in
strument effectual to lay such phantons, to wit, a revolver.
There wes, however, no occasion for its use, for the personages
before us tumed out to be two French Canadians too far gone
in intoxication to be very formidable antagonists, had they
entertained hostile intentions, which they were far from doing,
as their erergies were entirely devoted to naintaining a per-
pendicular position, and keeping somewhere within the bounds
of the road Their erratic course rendered it somewhat diffi-
cult to awid running over them but we firally left them
behind, muttering « sacre” and staggering about in a very
social manner.

When wc had arrived at the village and were within a
quarter of a mile of the office, | alighted from the sleigh and
walked on, leaving it to overtake me, my object in this being
to keep aut of sight of the post mester, whose suspicions
might possibly be excited by seeing a stranger in the sleigh
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with the mail carrier, although the nail carriage occasionally
conveyed passengers. Perhaps this wes an excess of caution
onmy part. At any rate, it did no harm, and | prefer in all
such cases to give a wide berth to possibilities.

Once nore on our way, my mind wes chiefly occupied with
oconjectures as to the result of that night's experiment, and in
determining what steps were to be taken in case the norey
package had been abstracted.  The post mester himself hed
changed the nmails on this occasion, the driver iu the mean time
having gorne over to the hotel at my request, in order to afford
the former a good opportunity for committing the depredation
if he entertained any such design.

The distancé to the next post-office on this route wes about
six miles, and nothing further could he ascertained respecting
the condition of the package, till our arrival there. An ex-
cellent account had been given me of the post mester at this
place, and his assistant.  The former hoarded at the hotel
nearly opposite the postoffice, which was kept in his store.
As he wes crossing the street with the mail bag on his way to
the office, | overtook him, nmede myself knoan to him, and
under an injunction of secrecy, disclosed to him the object of
my visit at such an unseasonable hour. 1 furthemmore expressed
adesire to examine the packages contained in the pouch.

“ It may all be right,” said he, * hut | hardly think | ought
to allow an entire stranger, especially at this hour of the night,
to know anything of the contents of the mails.”

I wes glad to liud in this gentleman such a degree of caur
tion and faithfulness to his public trust, and |1 wes disposed to
test it a little further.

“Well, sir,” | said, “ if you are to adbstruct an Agent of
the Department in this way, while in the discharge of his
duties, you will bo reported at head quarters for renoval.”

“Can't help that” replied he, “1 intend to go pretty
straight while 1 am here, and if the Post Master General him
self were to appear here and want to overhaul my mails, he
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couldn't touch them, unless he satisfied ne that he wes the
very man.  That's just as the case stands.”

“Very well,” 1 remarked, « the driver knons who | am
and if he says it's all right, 1 suppose that will do.”

“Not a bit of it,” wes the decided amswer; “ ho maybe
deceived as well as any ore else.”

I now drew from my pocket the dfficial evidence of my
authority, hearing the signature of the Post Master General,
and the seal of the Post Office Department.  After inspecting
this document rather closely, the cautious officer obsenved that
there was no mistaking the signature of N. K. Hall, and that
he believed he must - give in.”

| expressed my gratification at the fidelity which he had
displayed, and in a moment nmore the contertts of the bag were
spread upon the counter. A careful search, several tines
repeated, failed to discover the decoy package. Its absence,
of course, showed that it must have been stopped at the office
which | had intended to test,

I informed the driver that | could go no further with him
that night, and procuring ancther conveyance, | retumed to
look after the stolen letter, and its dishonest possessor.  Di-
rectly opposite the post-office was the village tavern, and there
| arrived about daylight, intending from that position to watch
the post mester, and introduce myself as soon as he entered his
store.

After watching about an hgur, | observed some ore renov-
ing the outside shutters of the store windows, and wes informed
by the landlord that it wes the proprietor and post mester.

| deemed it important not to be seen by him until 1 had
entered the store, when it would be too late to destroy or
secrete anything that he might have taken from the nail the
night previous. In this | wes successtul. When | opened
the store door, he wes stooping down near the stove, engaged
in preparing « kindlings” for making his fire | came upon
him so suddenly that ho started to his feet alnost with a
spring, and looked rather nore flurried than one would natu-
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rally be who expected to see no nore formidable a personage
than soe early custorer for a codfish or a quart of nolasses.

« Thus Conscience does meke conards of us all/” thought 1,
as | dbsenved his futile attenmpts to recover his self-possession
After retuming my salutation, he resuned the occupation
which | had interrupted, that of splitting up a knotty piece
of pine; but in his embarrassmert he endeavored in vain to
strike twice in the same place, hitting the floor quite as often
as the stick which he wes attempting to dismentoer.

Several common-place questions and answers passed between
us while he wes thus engaged. "With the view of giving a
termporary relief to his nerves, and of ascertaining what part
of the store wes appropriated to the post-office, (for there was
nothing of the kind in sight,) | inquired—

“ Is there a letter here for Albert G. Foster, Jr. ?”

“ No, there is o letter in the office for any one of that
name,” replied he, apparently much relieved by the inquiry.

= You must have a paper for me,” said 1, “ will you look ?”
Me dropped his hatchet, and 1 folloned him into a counting-
room at the further end of the store, which wes devoted to
the postal department. The transient newspapers were ex-
amined, but not a paper could be found for Albert G. or any
other Fostor.

By this time the gentleman had nearly recovered from the
effects of my first sudden appearance, but the calmwes des-
tined to be only of short duration

« Mr. Willis, you have been talking to an Agent of the Post-
Office Department, who hes been sert on here for the purpose
of detecting you in your frequent depredations upon the nails
passing through your dffice, particularly the letters of Messrs.
A. & Co. ANd last night you repeated the experiment once
too often.  Now | want the letter that you then robbed, ad
the hundred dollars which you found in it It is a shameful
thing for any one, much nore for a man of your standing and
connections, to convert, as you have done, a position of public
trust arTBresporsibility into asort of place of ambush, where
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you lie in wait for the letters of your unsuspecting neighbors,
and other members of the conmunity, and thus abuse the con-
adence reposed inyou. It is worse than highway robbery.”

He gazed intently at me for a few moments with a look de-
signed to be ore of surprise and injured innocence.  The
attenpt was a miserable failure, honever.  Conscience would
lend her aid to no such cloaking of guilt, but proclained it
through the wavering of his eye, the forced expression of his
courtenance, and the gereral agitation which he vainly
attempted to conceal,

“ That is plain talk, sir, very plain talk” said he; “and |
think you cannot know much about me or my standing in
society, to come here and aietse ne in the way you have

“ Your standing,” replied T, “ can have but little to do with
last n'ght's transactions. | nmust have the hundred dollars,
even fyou have destroyed the letter; and it is also inportant
that 1 should recover what you have taken from the nails on
previous occasions.”

“You seemto be sure that you are safe in making fliese
charges, sir,” said he; “ hut all you have yet stated is nothing
but assertion without any proof.”

Just then the front door of the store opened, and a pleasant
wvoice wes heard, ““ Breakfast is ready, father,” A sweet little
child stood in the door-way, and her innocert, careless face,
contrasted strikingly with the anxiety which displayed itself
in the features of her guilty father. Would that her woice
could have called him anay from the course of villany and
dishonor which he had taken!

As her father did not at once reply to her, she cane skip-
ping up to him, and as she caught hold of his hands and play-
fully attenmpted to draw him along, he looked at her and then
at me, with an expression that said as plainly as words could
say it—* Have you the heart to comre between us, and destroy
the happiness of my innocent family ?”

| felt the force of the appeal, but was inpressed still nore
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strongly with detestation of the conduct of a man who could
deliberately risk involving the members of his donestic drde
in misery and disgrace for the sake of enriching himself at the
expense of those who had confided in his integrity.

“ 1 can't go now, my dear,” said he, withdrawing his hands
from hers, “ 1 amvery busy, llun along and tell nmother not
to wait for me.”

So awnay tripped little Innocence, joyfully hunming a sim
ple air, and leaving us to deal with the grim question before s,

I now conmrenced a search among soime weste papers scat-
tered upon the floor and ore of the tables, for the wrapper in
which the decoy letter had been enclosed, but 1 could find it
nowhere. | however continued the search, hoping to fird
the string, if nothing else; and my perseverance was renarded
by the discovery of the package at the back part of a drawner
in adesk The package appeared to be in a perfect state, ex-
cept that the string wes missing.  Holding it up, | inquired
of the post mester, “ What is this package doing here?”’

“ It must have been thronn out by mistake in overhauling
the mall last night,” replied he.

I removed the wrapper, and immediately found a full con-
firmation of my previous assertions, for the letter itself had
been broken open, and the large wafer substituted for the ori-
ginal seal. In fact it had been served exactly like its rifled
predecessors, and waes nowwaiting to go formard to New York
by the next mail. | also obsenved a quantity of the large
wafers lying upon the desk; a few of which | secured for the
purpose of comparison.  The evidence of the string now be-
care of little importance, but 1 wished to fird it if possible,
and after a few monents’ search, 1 discovered it lying on the
floor behind the counter of the store.

The probability is that after the nmail had passed that night,
he took the stolen letter to the store, and there gpened it.

Against such overwhelming proof as this, it wes worse than
wseless to contend. So  thought the unfortunate post mester,
whose tore now changed corsiderably.  He refunded on the
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spot inf proceeds of the last night's rabber)-, and proposed to
mat’ owver a portion of the goods in his store as security for
the restitution of the anount previously purloined, if by such
a step he could save himself and his young family (consisting
of a wife and the little girl already referred to)) from the
crushing effects of public exposure.

Eut this tender regard for the happiness and honor of his
family cane too late.  Such corsiderations, if athers are insuf-
ficient, ought to restrain one from the commission of crimes;
and it has always seermed to me that when a nan in the full
possession of his faculties can thus compromise the confort
and peace of mind of his innocent family, he desenves little
sympathy or pity from any quarter, honever sincerely he may
regret his folly.

Willis wes arrested by a local officer, and taken before a
<Justice of the Peace in that neighborhood, who, notwithstand-
ing the efforts made to inpress upon him the inportance of
bolding the accused for trial, fixed the bail at a few hundred
dollars, which sum wes readily fumished by responsible par-
ties.

As several weeks were to elapse before the session of the
Court, it wes my intention to re-arrest him under a United
States warrant, as soon as one could be dbtained, but during
the night he made over a portion of his property to his sure-
ties, and hastily filling a few trunks with articles of clothing
and other personal property, he decanped with his family to
Canada, leaving behind a deserted home and a disgraced namre.

As soon as the crines of Willis became known in the toan,
universal synmpathy for the wife of the criminal wes felt and
manifested. She was a refined and acconplished lady, con
nected with a highly-rcspectable family in a neighboring
county, and had endeared herself to all who knew her, by her
kindness and other excellent qualities. Like a true woman,
she remained constantly at the side of her husband, after his
arrest; overlooking all his offences in her devoted affection,
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and palliating them to others as far as she could, on the ground
of pecuniary embarrassiments.

Soe weeks elapsed before a clue wes dotained to his where-
abouts. The deputy Marshal, to whom this business wes i
trusted, entered upon the search with great energy, and firally
succeeded in arresting him, and conveyed him to Utica, New
York, where he wes examined before the United States Com
missioner, who held him to bail in alarge amount, for trial
before the United States District Court. Being unable to ob-
tain this heavy bail, he was sent to jail afew miles from Utica,
to await his trial.  His wife, on his second arrest, retumed to
her father's house. It was soon after this that she wrote him
the following letter, which wes left in the jailor's possession:

| =—— , Feb. 5, 1850.
My dear William,

It goes to my heart to feel that we are separated, cten for a time,
and above all, to think what it is that separates us. But, William,
my love for you is such, that | had rather you were thus than dead.

“ 1 ask not, | care not, if guilt's in thy henrt,
But I know that I love thee, whatever thou art.”

Oh ! what strong temptation you must have had to struggle with,
before you yielded to it! And | know that you meant to restore the
money to those it belonged to, at some time or other.

I sometimes find it hard to elude Julia’s artless inquiries. She
wants to know “ why Father #cnt away with that man and didn’t
come back.” Poor child! must she ever know that her father is in
a - ? | can't write the word.

God forbid, my dear, that | should speak a word of reproach, but
perhaps | can sny in a letter wimt | might find it hard to say if |
were with you. | am sure, William, that you have fallen into error
for my sake and Julia’s, but let me assure you, from the bottom of
my heart, that | had far rather sink with you into the depths of hon-
est poverty, than rise to affluence, leaving an approving conscience
behind. Never think of me for a moment, | beseech you, as a wife
whose wishes must be gratifed at whatever expense, but reckon on
me as one who will ever be ready to undergo any self-denial which
the adoption of a straight-forward course may involve. | reproach
myself that | had not been more free to confido to you my views un

13*
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this subject before your misfortune. Had | done so, perhaps we
might have been differently situated now. But the past cannot be
changed. The future may be a new life to us, if we wish it; and
shall we not ?

As to the bail, | have strong hopes that it can be arranged before

long. | hope to be with you as early as nest week.
Julia sends a kiss to Father, and says, “ Tell him I want him to
come and see me and mother,” | send the same for myself. Good

night, my dear, and many good morrows.
Your affectionate wife,
Ellen.

Not far from two weeks after the committal of Willis to jail,
Mrs. Willis called ore day late in the aftermoon, and requested
permission of the jailor to spend the night with her husband.
This officer wes a kind-hearted old gentleman, and the lady-
like deportrrent of the applicant, whom he had seen on former
occasiors, had won his entire confidence.  He nmade no objec-
tion, and his native gallantry, and sympathy for the lady,
prevented a very thorough investigation of the cortents of a
largo basket that she brought with her, which presented to his
eye nothing but a goodly array of such delicacies as are not
wsually included in a prison bill-of-fare.  So she wes ushered
into her husband's place of confinement, basket and all.

The jailor retired to rest that night with the happy con
sciousness of having dore at least one kind act during the
day, and slept soundly,— perhaps nore soundly than usual—till
moming.

When going his accustomed rounds, he noticed sundry
shavings and chips of a decidedly new and fresh appearance
on the floor outside of Willis's door. He further noticed that
the door wes partly open, whereupon he hestily entered the
room in no small perturbation of mind.  Nor was his disturb-
ance diminished when he found that there wes but ore
occupant of the bed, and that, the fair lady whom he had
admitted the night before! She wes apparently fast asleep, and
although the spectacle wes one of a picturesque description,
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the old gentleman would have derived much nore satisfaction
from asight of her liege lord. He looked in all directions
round the room with the vague idea that his prisoner might
start up from behind a chair or table; but no such phenome-
non occurred, and the conclusion forced itself upon him that
he had been made the victim of misplaced corfidence ; in other
words, that Willis had escaped by the aid of his devoted wife
and her treacherous basket An auger, concealed in its
depths, had been smuggled in, and used in boring off the door-
hinges, and now lay on the floor.

“ Mrs. Willis,” cried the now indignant jailor, *“ Mrs. Wil-
lis, | say!” But the slumberer stirred not, and he repeated
the cal in louder tones—* Mrs. Willis, where's your hus-
band?”

Rising up on ore elbow;, and looking about the room appa-
rently much confused, she replied,

= Where’s my husband? have you taken him anay without
letting me know it ?”

She steadily refused to give any information conceming the
time or node of his escape, and wes equally careful not to
deny that she fumished the mears for securing his exit.  She
wes therefore arrested and taken before an United States Com:
missioner, charged with aiding and abetting the escape of a
prisoner; but such wes the public synpathy in her behalf,
that shewas discharged from custody, and no doubt, soon joined
her husband, who had proved hinself so utterly urmortthy of
such an affectionate, devoted, and heroic conpanion.

Not long after this escape, a suit wes brought in one of the
loner courts, against a brother of Willis, to recover the value
of ahorse killed by hard driving on the night of Willis’s dis-
appearance. It was nore than sunmised that the two circum
stances were in soire way connected.
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Startling Complaints—Character against Suspicion—The two Clerks
—Exchanging Notes—The Faro Bank—Tracing a Bill—An official
Call— False Explanation—Flight of the Guilty—The fatal Drug—
The Suicide— Sufferings of the Innocent— The Moral.

The dase of the year 1839, and the opening of 1840, were
marked in the Post-Office Department with frequent and
Btartling announcenents of the loss, by nail, of valuable letters
from Southem Virginia, and Eastern and Northern North
Cardling, directed to Richnond and other commercial cities
farther North.

These eases, as they reached the Department, were duly pre-
pared and submitted to the Special Agent for investigation.
Search and inquiry were pronptly instituted.  But for a tine
the utmost vigilance failed to dbtain any clue to the supposed
enmbezzlerents.  The cases of loss continued to multiply; and
at length the Agent’s atterition wes particularly dranwn to the
Distributing Post-Office at P.

A circle of numerous facts pointed unmistakably to this
spot as their center and focus. It wes here that the lines of
circunstantial evidence from every quarter converged and
met The postoffice at P., therefore, became an object of
special interest in the eyes of the Agent.

However, investigations in this direction proved at first o
nore successful than elsewhere.  The high integrity of eharac.

(152)
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ter for which the post nmesterwas distinguished, and the excel-
lent reputation of his clerks, stood like awall of adamant in
the way of all evidence and dl suspicions.

The Agent seemed destined to be baffled at every point.
Yet astern truth stared him in the face, and fixed its inmov-
able finger over this Distributing office  Every missing letter,
although reaching P. by various routes, had been mailed at
points South of it for points North of it  Here they must all
concentrate, and here only. It was therefore at this placc only
that all the losses could have occurred.

Several dayswere passed by the Agent in P. and the vicinity,
quietly pursuing his investigations. No person knew the
secret of his business. He became acquainted with the post
mester and his two clerks, studied their characters, and their
social circumstances.

The first wes aman of position and conpetence, whose honor
no breath of calunmy had ever dimmed, and who could not
poassibly have any notive for periling the peace and prosperity
of his family by a dishonest course. Neither did the unflaned
respectability of the clerks betray any chink or crevice in which
to harbor a doubt.

The elder of these, and the superior in the office, wes a
young man of education and refinement. We will call his name
Carleton.  His face wes frank, his eye steady and clear, his
manrers always self-possessed and easy. The Agent liked
and admired him from the first He learmed too that he wes
a favorite with all who knew him—that his connections were
anong the first families in the State; and that by his talents
and highrtoned generous impulses, he had so far nobly sustained
the lustre of his family nane.

Ancther circunstance wes greatly in Carleton's favor.  Al-
though descended from the “ aristocracy,” the fortunes of his
family had run somewhat low in the later generations; and
nowy, his father being dead, he devoted himself zealously to the
maintenance of his aged nother, and the education and sup-
port of his only sister.
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The junior derk was a youth of minor pretersions. He was
uniformly retiring in his manners.  Although hy no mears a
person of forbidding aspect, there wes something measured and
guarded in his noverrents, far less prepossessing than the free
and chivalrous bearing of Carleton  This apparent prudence
might arise from various causes. The Agent could not believe
that it was the result of a secretive and dishonest disposition.
If such wes the case, however, that sanme discretion had effec-
tually succeeded in covering the poverty of his noral charac
ter from public scrutiny.

Foiled at every point where he attenmpted to hang the sad
burden of criminal facts, the Agent resolved upon striking a
bold and hazardous blon:  He sought a private interviewwith
Carleton.

“ Do you know;,” said he, “ that | am here on very delicate
and peculiar business 7’

« | head not thought of such a thing,” replied Carleton

“Well, sir, 1 will tell you, 1 am convinced that you are
the very man to assist ne.  If you will, you may do me ard
the Post-Office Departiment a signal service.”

“ 1 do not understand you.”

“ No, but you will. First, honever, give me your pledge
that what | have to divulge shall be held in strictest confidence
and honor by you.”

“ Certainly,” said Carleton, “ if you wish it”

The Agent then stated the business that had brought him
to P------ . Carleton expressed some surprise, but cheerfully
promised to afford the Department any assistance and infor-
nmetion in his power.

« Have you mentioned the subject to Mr. B. > he asked

“ Not yet; he is the nominal post nester, it is true, but you
have a far nore intinate knonedge of the details of the office
than ho hes. | have another reason for not speaking with him
| dislike to disturb his corfidence urtil the establishent of
strong proof renders it my duty to do so.”
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“You can speak to me with perfect plainness,” said Carle-
ton

“1 trust so,” replied the Agent. - And | am sure you will
do all you can to set e right, if I am going wrong. Nor will
you, | am convinced, suffer me to injure an innocent person
in your estimation. To come to the point, then, 1 wish you
to open your inmost thoughts, and tell me if you regard it as
possible that your fellowrclerk can be guilty of these depreda
tions upon the nails.”

* You shock me,” said Carleton, not without errotion

“ Speak freely,” continued the Agent.

« Why, | could almost as soon think of suspecting Mr. B.
himself,” exclaimed the other. - | believe Howard to be
perfectly honest.”

“ Certainly, | know nothing to the contrary; and | sincerely
hope your judgment is well founded. But,” continued tho
Agent, “ our public duty should not be altogether biassed by
private opinion. You will not, therefore, fail to unite with me
in tracing the enmbezzlements to their true source, No matter
at whose door the blame may be laid.”

« 1 will do al in my power,” said Carleton. “ Although |
would be almost willing to pledge my oan reputation that tho
losses have occurred outsice of the office, 1 will use every exer-
tion to discover any dereliction from duty that may come within
ray sphere of observation.”

The Agent expressed his thanks for the clerk's ready pro-
mise of cooperation, and took his leave.

Mearnwhile he did not neglect other measures that he had
adopted for tracing the robberies. By a singular coincidence,
within an hour after this conversation With Carleton, he wa3
able to seize a certain clue, which he had long been in search
of, and despaired of obtaining.

On his retum to the hotel, the landlord thus addressed him:

« You asked nme if 1 could give you any nore large bills, in
exchange for sall ones. | think | can acconmodate you this
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nmoming. | have aore hundred dollar bank-note, which, if
you are sending nmoney by mail, will be very convenient.”

“ Thank you,” replied the Agent; “ it will be a great ac<
conmodation,”

The landlord passed the bank-note over the counter.  One
can imegine the Agent’s secret triumph on discovering, et last,
one of the very bills he wes in search of, one that had been
lost in a letter pessing that post-office only a week before ;
and of which he had an accurate description from the Depart-
ment.

Having mede the purchase, he held the bank-note up to the
light

“ 1 suppose you wWill warrant this paper to be genuine?’” he
suggested.

*“ There is no doubt about it, sir,” said the landlord

“ Of course you know from whom you had it ?”

« To be sure! 1 took it of one of my hoarders this noming,
Captain Wilkins.”

“1 have no doudt but the bill is good,” said the Agent,
putting it in his pocket. “ You are sure you had it of the
Captain ?’

“0, yes! "twesn't an hour ago he gave it to me.”

“ By the way, who is this Captain Wilkins? He’s avery
gentlemanly-appearing fellow.”

“0, he's a capital fellow!” said the landlord.

“What's his business?”

“ He keeps a faro bank.”

To a Northem reader, the two clauses of this staterment may
seem inconsistent with each other.  But allonance must bo
mede for the freedom of Southerm manners and society. To
bet at a faro hank is considered o serious stain upon the
honor and respectability of gentlemen in Southemn cities. The
keeper of a faro bank may pess, as we have seen, for a
“ capital fellow” But the Agent felt pained to know from
what source the landlord had dbtained the bill.  Already a
dark picture of tenptation and crine arcse before his eyes
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It is a significant and too often a tragical word—tlie Faro
Bank!

Captain Wilkins had gone to ride. The Agent pretended
to transact a little business, nailed two or three letters, and
reed the newspapers until his retum.  The rattling of alight-
whecled buggy before the hotel steps announced the expected
arrival.

Captain Wilkins—a soberly-dressed and polite individual,
whom one might have taken for a clergyman—stepped out of
the vehicle, accompanied by a friend, pulled off his driving-
gloves as he entered the house, and lighted a fresh cigar at
the bar-

The Agent took an early ooccasion to acoost him

« Can | speak with you a moment -~

« Certainly,” said Captain Wilkins. The twowalked aside
together. The Agent exhibited the bank-note.

“ Did you ever see that paper before 7’

“Yes, and very recently. | pessed it with the landlord
this morming.”

“ As the hill is of so high a denomination, you probably
remember from whom you received it?”

“ Perfectly well. 1 had it last night from ore of the post-
office clerks, who wes betting at my bank, and for whom |
changed it.”

“ May | ask fromwhich one?”

“0, from Carleton He is areliable fellonn Have you any
doubts about the bill?”

“ No, if you are sure you had it of Carleton.”

“ 1 amsure of that”

“ You could swear to it as the identical bank-note 7’ Cap-
tain Wilkins glanced at the paper again

“It's the identical rag,” said he; “1 can take my
of it” ‘

This startling revelation gave a different phase to the busi-
ness.  The finger of discovery seemed to point directly at the
senior clerk  Again the Agent, on leaving Wilkins, recalled

Carleton's every look and word, in the conversation he had with
14
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him that roming. He ocould not recall the faintest indica
tion of guilt. And he could not but hope that the young man
wes as innocent as he appeared; and that circunmstances would
prove him so.  Howewver, there wes no way left but to follow
the thread of evidence he had so0 far successfully traced

He strolled townards the post-office, and found Howard there
alore.

« Where is your brother-clerk 7’ he asked.

i( He went to dinner about five minutes ago,— rather earlier
than usual.”

«=Very well; perhaps you can do my business for ne. |
nmeiled a letter here this moming, which 1 would like to re-
cover from the mails, if it has not already gone out.” A des-
cription of the letter wes given.  All this wes done to prevent
Howard from suspecting the Agent’s real business with Carle-
ton.  The letter had gone, as the inquirer well knew, and he
left the office

But now his pace wes quickened. He knew not what might
be the result of his interview with Carleton. It wes a signifi-
cant fact that he had gore to dinner at an earlier hour than
wual.  If guilty, what nore natural than that he should take
that opportunity of destroying any evidence of his guilt to be
found among his papers at home?

The Agent had already learmed where Carleton lived, and he
hastened at once to his house.

The young man's nother received him in a truly lady-like
and haospitable manner.

« He just cane in,” said she, graciously. « Sit down, 1 will
have him called. He remarked that he had sone trifling affair
to attend to before dinner, and immediately went to his cham
ber. You may speak to him, Sarah”

« 1 have only aword to say to him” replied the visitor
« Perhaps it will be as well for ne to go to his room instead
of calling him down.”

« As you please. My daughter will show you the way.”

Sarah, a beautiful and stately girl of eighteen, conducted
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tlic caller t ber brother’'s chamber, and knocked at the door.
Presently Carletcm appeared. A slight paleness overspread his
features on recognising the Agent, but without losing his self-
possession, he invited him to enter the chaber.

“ 1 have strange feelings on seeing you!” he observed in a
very natural torne of woice. “What you said to me about
Howard, hes troubled me nore than | would have thought it
possible.  Take aseat Do you snoke 7’

“ Not before dinner,” replied the Ageut. He nmade a rapid
observation of the chamber, as he sat doan.  “You are very
comfortably situated here.”

“1 have nothing to comrplain of. We live rather huntly,
but we are not ambitious.”

Carleton then spoke of his mother and sister, in a man-
ner which touched his visitor deeply. Could it bo possible,
thought the latter, that he wes destined to destroy the peace
of that happy family? He shrank with indescribable repug-
nance from the perforrmance of his duty; but it inexorably
urged him to finish what he had begun, and he produced the
fatal bank-note.

“ Not to detain you,” said he, “1 have some question in
my mind with regard to abill | took this forencon |1 havwe
been referred to you as the person who pessed it Will you
see if you recognise it ?’

Again the swift pallor swept over Carleton's face; but this
time it wes nore marked than before, and his fingers trenbled
as he examined the bill.

“ Certainly,” said he, “ | recogniseit. It'sanote | changed
with Captain Wilkins last night.”

“ It also happens,” dbserved the Agent, “ to be anote which,
according to an accurate description | have of it, was recently
lost in the Southem mails. This is as painful to me, Mi
Carleton, as it is unexpected; and |1 hope you will be able
satisfactorily to account for the manner in which you obtained
this money.”

“It is still nore painful to no than it can be to you,” re
plied Carleton; “ and heaven knows | heartily wish | could
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not tall how that hill cane into my possession | remerbered
it, after you left me this morning; and | had a presentiment
that trouble would come out of it | am afraid, sir,” Carle-
ton added, after some hesitation— « | am afraid your suspi-
cions of Howard will prove too well founded !”

“ Do you mean to say, that Hownard is responsible for that
bill 7’

« 1will tell you all | know about it, sir. | yesterday sold
aoolt 1 had been training the pest season  He proved too
high-spirited for our use, and 1 preferred to oan a horse nmy
mother and sister would not be afraid to ride after. 1 sold it
to a neighbor of ours, Mr. Fellons. He wes to pay me one
hundred dollars down—arnd this is the nmoney he gave me.”

Carleton hesitated. The Agent begged him to proceed, as
Nno time wes to be lost

“ 1 wes trying to recall the conversation that passed between
Mr. Fallons and myself. 1t wes to this effect :

““1"d quite as lief you would give ne small bills, if conve-
nient, said I, ‘ for | shall have several little suns to pay out
of this in a day or two!’

« Ho replied that he could do no better by me, and added
that he thought Howard would like to change it for me
“How sov said I.

“*You remember,” said he, ‘that Howard bought a house
lot of me, sone time ago. The last paynent cane due yes-
terday. He seened reluctant to part with this bill, and said
if 1 would wait, he would give ne specie for it in a day or
two.”  Something nore was said about Howard's good luck in
meking payments for the house lot, so pronptly, and so we

“ Where will | find this Mr. Fellows?” asked the Agent.

“ 1 saw him not ten minutes ago enter a store in the vil-
lage.”

“ You are sure he will corroborate your staterent 7

‘There's no doubt of it He’s a plain, practical man, who
tells a straight-forward story.”
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« Come, then,” said the Agent, « we will go and fird
him”

Carleton readily assented, and the two left the chaber.

« I"ve a little business to trarsact before dinner, nother,”
said the young man, as they passed out.  “ If | am not back
in a quarter of an hour, do not wait for me.”

But little difficulty was experienced in finding Mr. Fellows.
He wes such a person as Carleton had described; but he
turmed out to be very deaf, and the Agent deened it expe-
dient to retire with him and Carleton to sore secure place,
where their loud talking would not be overteard.  The clerk
proposed that they should meke use of the private room of
the post-office.  The Agent readily agreed to this, for he wes
somewhat anxious to meke sure of Howard; and he now
resolved that the latter should be present at the interview.
This plan wes also proposed by Carleton, and when they had
arrived at the post-office, the senior clerk informed the junior,
in a low and serious tone, that his presence wes requested iu
the private apartment.

« But who will attend in the office?’ asked Howard.

“ I'll speak to one of the dlerks in the store; they accom
nodate us very often in this way,” Carleton added, addressing
the Agent. - It’s only around the comer.”

The thought struck the Agent that it would be safe enough
to accompany Carleton.  But to do so, it would be necessary
to leave Howard, who, if guilty, might by this time have sus-
pected the danger at hand. Besides, it seemed not at all
prabable that Carleton could have any notive for attempting
an escape.  His position in society, his family circumstances,
his frank and manly demeanor,—everything tended to disarm
suspicion.  Furthermore, nothing could bo nore satisfactory
than the story he had related of the manrer in which he ob-
tained the fatal bill. He was accordingly suffered to leave the
office  As there were persons passing in and out, the Agent
did not consider it proper to broach the important subject until
Carleton’s retum.

14*
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Hut some minutes passed, and he did not reappear.

“ 1 thought he said he had only to go around the cormer,”
said the Agent.

“ It is probable” Howard replied, - that the boys have
gore to dinrer.  In that case, if your business is important,
he has possibly gone to call the post nester hinself.”

A quarter of an hour passed Carleton had hed tinp to
welk to Mr. B.'s house and back, but still he did not neke
his appearance.  The Agent grew uneasy. He waited five
minutes longer, then resolved upon a decisive step.

« Mr. Fellons,” he cried, in the deaf gentleman's ear,
“ did you ewver see that bill before?” Fortunately, Mr. Fel-
lons' sight was good, though his hearingwes bad He ex-
amined the paper without spectacles, and decided at once that
he then and there sawit for the first tine.

“ Did you not buy a horse of Carleton yesterday 7’

“No,” said Mr. Fellons; - | have talked of selling his
nother a pony, but 1 never bought anything of him”

The truth flashed upon the Agent's understanding. For
his credit let it be declared, Carleton had played his gane
with a conrsunmate art that would have deceived - the very
elect”

No time wes lost in adbtaining traces of the young man's
flight The Agent judged rightly, from his character, that
he would not attenpt to leeve toan He anticipated a nore
nmelancholy fate for the unhappy youth. Sone inward pronpt-
ing seemed to direct him to an apothecary's shop not many
doors distant, and on inquiry he learmed that Carleton had just
been there.

“ Which way did he go?’

« In fact, 1 am not certain he has gone,” said the druggist.
« He purchased some nmedicines, remarking that he wished to
wwrite out sore directions for its use, and stepped into the back
room | have been very busy, and lie may have passed out
without my seeing him.”



THE SUICIDE. 03

The Agent sprang forard The door wes locked upon the
inside.

“ What medicine did you sell him?” asked the Agent.

“Oh! you needn't be alarmed, he has studied nedicine,
and knows how to use these things.”

* He knows how to use them too well | This door must he
forced. His life depends upon it—if it is not already too
late I” '

Too late, indeed, it wes!

On breaking into the room Carleton wes found lying upon
the floor, with an empty vial beside him, and an unfinished
letter to his sister on the table.

In that letter he confessed his guilt, and besought his sister
not only to support the nortal affliction he had brought upon
her, with fortitude, but also to sustain and corsole their mother.
The young nman wes not yet dead Medical assistance wes
speedily procured, but all efforts to save his life proved una
vailing. He wes already pest consciousness, and never spoke
again.

A weil should be drann to exclude the scene of horror,
agony, and distress that awaited his family. The broken:
hearted nother survived the tragical interruption of her late
happy days but a few nonths. And though the sister wes
aftervwards happily married, it is said that, from the date of
her brother's disgraceful end, a continual cloud of melancholy
rested upon her mind during the remainder of her life. She
has since passed into that land where kindred souls are des-
tined to meet again; and these allusions to her sad family his
tory will give her no pain

The secret of Carleton's lapse from virtue is soon told; and
the lesson is ore that every youth, who corsiders hinself
secure from temptation, should heed and carefully rementer.
The devil never boldly erters the citadel of rectitude, at the
outset. He first walks around, and pesses by; then holds a
parley, and « makes the worse appear the better reasonj” and
ends by gaining permission to walk in just ance, promising
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thenceforward to cease his solicitations, and keep aloof. But
once admitted, he goes artfully to work to destroy all our de-
fences, and before we are anare of it, he is a permanent occu-
pant of the castle

Such wes undoubtedly Carleton's experience.  He wes not
a hardered sinner. He wes truly a man of generous and noble
impulses. But little transgressiorns of the stem law of conr
science had in his boyhood weakened his noral force, and pre-
pared him for nore seriows offences.  Then, in an unguarded
hour, he formed an attachment for a fascinating, but gay and
heartless worman, under whose influences his soul fell from the
truth and purity of manhood It wes her hand which indi-
rectly administered the deadly drug that destroyed his life.
To nmeet her necessities for dress and dissipations, he resorted
to the faro bank  Although fortunate at first, he afterwards
lost extensively, and becane pecuniarily enbarrassed. He
borroned noney, which he wes unable to retum. Only one
ocourse seeimed open to him, to save his honor inthe public eye.
At first, he purloined cautiously and abstemiously from the
meils, hoping, no doubt, that success at the faro bank would
swell those unlanful gains, and cancel the necessity for fur-
ther depredatiors.

But let us not pursue the sad topic. The end we have seen,
and we will hesten to tum the last leaf of this nmelancholy

chapter.



CHAPTER VIIL

A NIGHT IN A POST-OFFICE.

Midnight Mails—Suspected Clerk— A trying Position—Limited View
A “ crack” Agent— Sneezing—*“ Counter Irritation”—The Night
Bell—Fruitless Speculations— Insect Orchestra— Picolo introduced

—Snoring— Harmless Accident— The Boot-black— A tenanted Boot
— The Exit.

Some Years ago, the post-office of a prominent city in \WWestern
New York becanre involved in a series of nail depredations,
and at length it wes apparent that sone ore of three clerks
who had slept in the office, must be guilty of committing themj
but the fastening of the charge upon the delinquent wes a
thing yet to be acconplished. By various processes, the range
of suspicion wes narroned down till it rested upon one of the
clerks, and it only remained to get the 1egal proof of his guilt.

Packages were missed that were known to have reached the
dffice by the midnight mails. The clerks took turms in getting
up to receive these mails, each one performing his duty for a
week in succession, the one who for the tine attended to it,
sleeping on a cot in the post-office proper, and the other two
occupying a simell apartment at sone little distance from the
mein office, bat connected with it

I't had also been ascertained that the packages were abstracted
from a particular nmail-pouch which arrived with many others
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about midnight, and remained unassorted till noming. On a
certain occasion, when the suspected clerk was upon duty, an
exact description of everything in that pouch wes taken, upon
the cars from the West, with the view of comparing the list
of its contents with the post bills which should be found on
the files of the dffice the folloning noming, these bills having
heretofore disappeared with the packages.

As | had before this had good reason to know that magis-
trates and jurors in that section of the country very properly
required pretty conclusive evidence for conviction in such cases,
I determined, in addition to ather expedients, to take the post
of private watchman irside the office, for one night at least,
that | might dbtain, by ocular denmonstration, sufficient proof
against the guilty one, to satisfy the nost incredulous court
and jury.

Ore of the unsuspected clerks was sent anay that night,
and the other, in whom | had the utmost confidence, wes
apprised of my intentions. By him | wes let into the office
through a private door, before the object of our machinations
had entered ; and | wes not long in selecting a suitable place
where | ocould see without being seen, behind an open door
leading from the post mester's private room This position
could conmand (through the crack of the door) a fair viewof
the aforesaid cot and its occupant.

It was not long before the individual arrived who wes to bo
honored with my scrutiny during the live-long night; and as
he « wrapt the drapery of his couch about him;” | could not
awid making a nmomentary conparison between the luxury
about to be enjoyed by him, and the wearisone hours upon
which | wes entering.  Well,

* Some must watch, while some must sleep ;
Thus runs the world away.”

Sitting in the public stocks—watching with the body of a

person who has died of some contagious disease—being cor-
rered by a bore, when you have an inmediate engigement
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elsewhere—waiting your tum in a dentist's office—all these
are somewhat trying to the nerves,; but for a real test of their
pover of endurance, commend e to a stand behind a door,
between the hours of 10 p. M and daylight ; the thermoneter
ranging from 80 upwards, all notion and sound being forbidden,
under the imminent risk of being discovered in your hiding
place, and forced to retreat ignominiously.

This is a faint picture of the situation of the author on the
night in question.  Zeal for the public good, and a cracker or
two, alorne sustained him through the tedious night watches.

The proverb says that “ agreat deal can be seen through a
small hole.”” My sphere of vision, honever, wes rather limited,
enbracing only a portion of the adjoining room faintly lighted
by a hanging lanp, the cot with its sleeping burden, a table,
and the dimly seen tiers of letter boxes formingaback-ground.
Entirely in keeping with this scene of “ still life,” wes the
nonotonous buzz of sundry flies of a rondyish disposition, who,
not content with tickling the noses of peaceable citizens, and
otherwise harassing them during the day, must needs « keep
it up” through the hours devoted to repose by insects of nore
steady habits. However, they might have been engaged in
the praiseworthy occupation of soothing one another to rest by
their “ dronsy hum,” for I myself began to feel its soporific
influence, and to bless “ the nman who first invented sleep,”
but auathematize (irnardly) him who wes preventing it

I wes roused from this sleepy condition by aslight irritation
in the Schreiderian menbrane; in other words, 1 began to
feel a desire to sreeze.  Now, sneezing is an gperation which
admits of o conpromise.  You must either “ go the whole
hog,” or entirely refrainn.  Any attenpt to reduce the force
of the explosion is as unavailing as wes the Irishman's effort
to “ fire aizy” when he wes touching off the cammon So the
annoying inclination must be nipped in the bud, if 1 wished
to presenve my secrecy inviolate, and prowve that | wes “ up to
snvff.”

Accordingly 1 called to mind (as far as | wes able) and
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practised all the exqpedients of which | had ever heard, besides
others entirely original, for allaying this titillation, 1 rubbed
the bridge of the nose; 1 would have slapped myself on the
forehead, had 1 not feared the remedy would prove worse than
the disease in respect of noise. | instituted experiments in
« ooudtcr irritation” by pulling my hair, pinching my car,
and thus diverting attention from the rebellious organ; and
finally 1 succeeded in subduing this refractory memmber.  The
uneasiness | felt lest, after all, 1 should be compelled to wake
the echoes of the building, as well as other nore tangible cre-
ations, were in some degree dispelled by several hearty snores
which proceeded from the slegper, and, like the guns which
announce the arrival of a vessel in port, gave evidence that ho
had arrived in the land of dreans.

Under the cover of this “feu de joie,” | dispatched a
cracker (not a fire-cracker) which 1 happened to have in my
pocket, as my inner man began to feel the effects of my un-
wonted position and consequent Weariness.

At about midnight, a sudden peal of the bell, pulled by the
meil carrier, at a back door, aroused the slegper, who started
up, went to the door and received the mail, and, after a little
delay, returmed to his bed, not, hawever, to sleep as quietly as
before, as he often rolled over from side to side, occasionally
utteriDg a groan

Having nothing better to do, | speculated on the cause of
these phenonena. They might be owing, first, to heat, second,
to a disordered stormech, or third, to an uneasy conscience.

As to the first of these supposed causes, it seened inpro-
bable that his recent visit to the door in a very airy costune,
should have had any tendency to increase the animal heat ;
and as regarded the second theory, my knowledge of his die-
tetic habits wes too limited to fumish ne with data for any-
thing like an argument.  If his short delay at the door after
receiving the mail bags, wes produced by any cause for which
conscience might properly goad him, the last hypothesis might
be correct—but on the whole 1 wes abliged to follow the ex-
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anple of many profounder theorists, and confess that | didn’
know much about the matter.

A comrbination of the stomach and conscience suppositions,
might be an adequate solution of the question, for the slender
salary of a post-office clerk hardly sufficed for nore than three
neals a day, and the inference from these premises would
be rather easy that a fourth must have been at the public
expense.

Here my reflections came to an untinely end, for the insect
orchestra, of whose performmances | have spoken, wes reinforced
by the addition of a picolo, in the shape of ore of those minute
specinmens of creation commonly called nosquito, whose note,
« most musical, most melancholy,” blended with the trombone
of the blue bottle fly in a manner rather nore curious than
pleasing. And the different sounds produced by these insects
were 1o less unlike than their modes of approaching their
victins; the latter, with bull-headed obstinacy, bouncing
against your face in a blundering way, with apparently o
particular object excepting that of making hinself generally
disagreeable, while the former, lighting upon you as delicately
as a sow flake, proceeds with admirable promptitude and
definiteness of purpose to take out his lancet, and, like sore
never-failing humorist, is always « in the vein.”

The tones of this insect Aolian rose and fell for a little
time at a distance, but | wes speedily anare of its presence in
immediate proximity to my ear, and apparently making a tour
of oservation around my head, whereupon |1 commenced a
blind sort of defence by flourishing my hands as noiselessly as
possible round the region invaded, to as little purpose, how
ever, as the attack of regular troops upon abody of Indians;
for in a moment the music ceased, and | felt the sharp prick
which informed me that | wes hit, and | instinctively inflicted
an energetic slap upon the spot, by which my enenmy wes ex-
tinguished, and ore bill at least effectually cancelled. This
result wes not attained without a report, which so violently
broke the silence, that I stood for a noment in breathless

15



170 IHARMLESS ACCIDENT.

susperse, fearing tliat the sound would peretrate into the
realns of Morpheus, and that thus | might pay too dearly for
my triunph.  But the sleeper « made o sign,” and | wes
again left to my solitary musings.

A smell pistd which 1 had obsened my sleeping friend
place under his head, on going to bed, did not tend to increase
the comforts of my position, for since lie had becone so rest-
less, the thought pessed through my mind that he might have
heard some suspicious noise in My direction, and wes feigning
sleep, while on the watch for its repetition  If this were the
case, the discovery of a supemurerary on the premises, might
lead to a hasty assault on the supposed midnight pronder, and
also a nore rapid transfer of the contents of the pistol to ne
than would he either agreeable or wholesonme, before 1 could
offer any reasonable explanation for my presence behind the
door at such an unseasonable hour.

After a while, honever, a renenal of the snoring, which wes
occasionally echoed by the occupant of the adjoining room,
assured ne of the alsence of belligerent intentions, and the
buzzing of the flies before mentioned, with the ticking of a
cdock in the dffice, were the only additional sounds that broke
upon the silence.

About two o'clock, a slight accident occurred to ne, which,
however, did no harm  In reaching for a pitcher of water that
stood on the tabic near by, | knocked off a book, which must
have been poised on the comer of the tahle. 1 immediately
imitated, by scratching, the gnawing of a rat in the wall, so
that if the falling of the book had aroused the sleeper, he
would have attributed both the noises to the ineginary animal.

But few sounds outside the building were heard, save the
occasional drunken shout of sone wotary of Bacchus, reeling
home to disgrace his familywith his presence; and the measured
strokes of the city clocks, as they told off the long, long hours.

But the nost ludicrous circunstance happened just about
daylight—that is, daylight outside, for within the office it wes
still dark as all the blinds were closed | was startled by a
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sudden rap on the door of the post nester’s roonl which opened
into the main hall, soon folloned by another even nore erer-
getic. The clerk in the bed-room jumped from his bed and
pessed by me to open the door.  Fearing that 1 should be dis-
covered, | darted into the bed-room without his knowledge,
and before he had returmed.  The truth is, he wes not nore
than half anake, and had forgotten ne entirely. He had
admitted a colored man to get the boots which required his
polishing touch, and then returmed to bed again.

This gentleman of color, who by the way proved to be a
trusty porter enployed in several of the dffices in the building,
proceeded first to the side of the cot to get the boots there,
and then mede for the bed-room into which | had retreated
In feeling about the floor to find the remaining « leatherm con
veniences,” he seized ore of mine! =« I've got my foot in it
now;” thought 1 ; but by a gentle and dexterous nmoverrent |
succeeded in withdrawing the exposed covering from his par-
tial grasp, without his discovering the existence of a leg
within.  Whether it wes fright at the touch of the tenanted
boot, or something else, that nade him leave the premises so
suddenly, 1 have never been fully satisfied | went out ny-
self soon after, leaving bath clerks sound asleep.

What occurred on that night beyond that which 1 hawve
already described, or how the investigation terminated, 1 am
confident the reader will not insist upon knowing, when | as-
sure him that there are special reasors, affecting public as well
as private interests, why | should make no further disclosures.

Though this wes not the last night which | have spent in
post-offices for similar purposes, yet 1 have never repeated the
experiment under circunstances requiring quite sO severe
restraints, and such abridgment of persoral liberty.
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Throwing off the Cara -Fiendish Recklessness—The Boot-Tracks—
A Scamp among the Printers—Obstruction removed—A Ruse—
The Boots secured—* Big Jobs” —The Trial—Unreliable Witness—
A Life-Sentence.

In the narrations of mail robberies which we have thus far
given, their perpetrators, though bold and unscrupulous, have
not often plotted the destruction of humanlife inorder to further
their projects.  Rut in the case we are about briefly to relate,
murder on a large scale was coolly contenrplated for the sake
of the facilities which would be afforded to the plunderers of
the mail, by the confusion, distress, and preoccupation which
necessarily follow the throming of cars from a railroad track
The certain destruction of property and the probable loss of
life which would be caused by the successful execution of their
plans, were nothing to these atrocious scoundrels, as long as
by these means plunder might be brought within their grasp.

Rather nore than a year ago, on a certain day in March,
the loconotive of anail train upon one of the Westemn railroads
wes thronn fromthe track by a “ T” rail, which was placed
with one end against a tie, so that the other, projecting some-
what upward, wes struck by the engine.  This occurred near
a city in ore of the Western States.  No one on the train wes
injured, and whoever placed the obstruction failed in accom
plishing his purpose, if that wes to rab the nail.

No person wes particularly suspected of the deed, but

((ypat
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tracks made by aboot of peculiar shape, with rons of large
rails around the solos and heels, were found in the soft clay
in the neighborhood of the spot, and an inression of them
wes taken for future reference. On the sane day the Superin
tendent of the roed received a letter, of which the folloning
is a copy.

Adrian, March 7, 1854.

Sir: | have for the last few days written five or six notes to send
you, but as often | have changed my mind and concluded to let the
information that | wish to convey you, lie buried in obscurity.
But the late act of villany that was committed | may say within sight
of our city, forces me to disclose to you information that | received a
few days ago of the formation of a gang of rascals who have combined
together to commit, | may say, wholesale murder, and Other criminal
acts, by obstructing the passage of trains and endangering the same
on the M. S. & N. R. R.  This gang of villains is under the manage-
ment of two men that are now known to me. The subject came to my
knowledge by an offer from them of a large sum of money if I would
take part with them iu their intended villany.

This | refused, and scornfully regnrded their proposals to have
anything to do with them. | further threatened to expose them if
they should attempt at any time to carry their intentions into effect,
and one of them said if 1 should ever disclose to any one their inten-
tions, that it would be certain death to me. | cannot in this note
explain to you the information | wish to convey in full ; but should
you answer by dropping a line in the post-office to me, | will, if you
wish, disclose to you the names of the parties ; in fact, | will give you
all the information that | can of the parties and their intended plot,
on condition that you will give a liberal reward. | would be able to
point them out or describe them so that they might be arrested. |
am satisfied one of them has in his trunk documents that would dis-
close the whole matter.

I hope you will keep this subject dark, as | am exposing myself to
great danger by disclosing this to you, and would also expose the
interest of the road by disclosing this subject to the public. Yes,
such would make the road a terror to all.

As | cannot write to any satisfaction, should you wish to know
further about the matter, let me know and | will go to your office
any evening that may he convenient to you.

For the present | remain yours,

15*
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The author of this docunent (Who hero signs a feigned
nane) clained to be anatural son of an English lord celebrated
in literature, and assued the nane of his pretended father.
He seens to have been a nan of considerable shrewdness,
though he did not prove to be quite shrewd enough to outwit
the business men and dfficers of justice with whom he hed
to ceal.

The Superintendent replied to the letter, requesting an im
nediate intenvienw To this B. (the person in question)
returmed an arswer, stating that he had written to one of the
leaders of the gang in New York, and that he would call an
the Superintendent as soon as he had received a reply, which
might give him further information.

Three or four days after this the interview was held, and
afternards another in the presence of the attomeys of the
railroad company.  On these occasions, B. repeated his story
with sore further details, and offered to assist in the detection
of the sooundrels, if he could he assured of a sufficient
renard There were many suspicious circunrstances about
this person, both as respected his appearance and the state-
ments which he made.

It did not seem verj' prabeble that any one should have o
intimate a knowledge of the desigus of the villains as he
appeared to possess, without being, to some extent at least,
inolved in their guilt  Notwithstanding their suspicions,
the dfficars of the road concluded to engage his sendees, with
the intention of keeping a sharp lookout ypon him He gave
the nanes of several persons as concermed in the scheme, and
proposed to correspond with sone of the leaders and draw from
them disclosures which would cause their detection

About this time he went to work in a printing office, and
wes observed to be irregular in his habits, being much out at
nights. He had occasional interviews with Mr. S. (one of tho
Attorneys above mentioned,) rather respecting what he hed
not discovered than what he had, and sometimes showing let-
ters that he pretended to have received, threatening his life
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unless he left the country.  These interviews, honever unfruit-
ful they were in available inforrmation, led to a result which
wes not anticipated by the cunning B.

Had this individual narronly observed all the surroundings
of the lavwer’s office, he would have seen a quantity of fresh
damp sand strewed upon the walk in front, through which he
was dbliged to pess on entgjring Of course he thought no-
thing of it; hardly any one would ; but the inpressions which
his boots made on that sand were found to correspond exactly
with those dbtained from the clay at the scere of the railroed
accident before mentioned !

One evening, about three weeks after the accident on the
railroad, B. rushed into the office of the railroad compary in
breathless haste, and informed the Assistant Superintendent
that he had been applied to by acertain personto put obstruc
tions on the track a little West of the city, to catch the 9 P.
M. mail train West; hut had got anay from him and hurried
to the dffice to give this information.  The Assistant Superin-
tendent and others inmediately went up the road about two
miles, and found dbstructions placed in the spot indicated, ad
removed them When the train passed, the light in front of
the loconotive showed several men running into the woodks.

This was the third instance of attempted adbstruction to the
mail trains uypon this road, within less than a nonth (one
having occurred previously to that first mentioned, causing,
however, but slight damage,) and itwes ascertained that there
were corsiderable anmounts of noney in the mail on each of
those occasiors.

It may be remarked in passing, that although B. hed
natified the company in advance, of actual dbstructions, and
had given the names of the parties concermed, yet no progress
seened to be made in detecting the guilty individuals. 1t wes
evidently his policy to dbtain noney from the conpany as the
price of his disclosure, and yet to manage so that no discovery
would result.

In the mean time, the Post-Office Department had been
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informed of these facts, and an experienced and skilful police
officer in Chicago wes appointed Special Mail Agent to investi-
gate the natter. He very soon cane to the conclusion that
whoever the other guilty persons might be, B. was “ one
of 'em” to all intents and purposes. As we have before
stated, B. had said that one of the leaders was in New York,
and at the request of the company's attomey, B. wote a
letter to him

The Chief of Police of New York wes written to, and
requested to station an officer at the post-office to watch for
and arrest the party who should call for the letter, but during
the time which elapsed between the arrival of the letter
and the officer who wes to watch outside the post-office, the
letter disappeared, and even before any one connected with
the New York post-office had been apprised of the arrange-
ment.

Four days afterwards, B. informed one of the company's
attormeys that the nan in New York had received the letter
and sent him a verbal answer to the effect, that he had better
wwrite no nore by mall, « as the letters might get lost.” Mr.
P., the Chicago police officer, went in company with a lavwer
to New York, with the design of finding the man to whom
the letter wes addressed.  Their efforts, honever, though assisted
by the Chief of Police, and the Special Agent for the New
York district, were unavailing.

It wes ascertained that he had paid his passage to Liverpool
on the ship Washington, but having been asked a casual ques-
tion by ore of the officers of the vessel, conceming his rela-
tionship to a certain Englishman, he had forfeited his passage-
noney, and disappeared.

Having returmed to the West, Mr. P., the government Agent,
determined to arrest B., which he effected, and, without his
knowdedge, obtained possession of his boots, which had already
supplied such important evidence against him

He displayed much virtuous indignation, and talked largely
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of his wealth, respectability, and high standing in society; but
all this availed him nothing, and he wes committed to jail.

Although he hed arrested B., yet Mr. P. doubted whether
he had sufficient evidence to convict him, and deternmined to
conderm him out of his oan mouth.  Accordingly he nede
arrangements with a deputy sheriff of Milwaukie, to play the
part of prisoner, and thus to dbtain the rascal's confidence.

Agreeably to this arrangenent, when B. entered the prison,
he found the deputy sheriff already in his cell, apparently a
fellow victim to the demands of justice. For about four weeks
this gentleman wes most of the tine in the cell with B., repre-
senting hinself as an “ express robber;” conducting himself
in such a turbulent manner that B. supposed the time of his
absences wes passed in the dungeon.

For sone time, however, he failed in extracting any disclo-
sures from B., who corfidently expected that his connection
with the railroad company would protect him  After he had
been in prison about three weeks, B. wes informed that his
arrest had been made by an United States officer, who intended
to make his boots convict him of obstructing the mail train
and that the railroad conmpany were powerless to shield him
from punishment for acts committed (as this had been) pre-
vious to his employment by them

He now saw his danger, and, on retuming to his cell with
his supposed fellow prisoner, who had assumed the name of
Harris, he manifested great agitation.  Harris asked what wes
the metter. B. hesitated for awhile, and at length exclaimed :
« That rascally P. has stole my boots.”

“What if he has?’ replied the pseudo Harris. “They
couldn't be worth much.”

« They are worth corsiderable to ne, | can tell you, for he
mearns to send e to State prison with them”

« Send you to State prison? What in the world do you
mean? How can your boots send you to State prison 2~

« Why, he is going to show that they made the tracks that
were found where the rail was put on the track East of Adrian.”
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« Well,” said Harris, « that looks rather had, but it isn't as
bed as it might be.  You'll get out of it yet, and I'll help you,
if | can | expect to get bailed out in a day or two, and if |
can do anything for you, 1 will.”

“You are the man for me,” said B., “and | shall want you
to care and swear on my trial that you sawa person by the
namre of A------ put the rail on, and that | wasn't there.”

« But if you are innocent,” replied Harris, « you will get
clear; and if you are guilty, 1 don't believe 1 can help you.”

“You must, by heavens,” said B. “ If you don't, I'ma
gorer !I”

Here the conversation ended that day, but the next nom-
ing B, directed his fellow prisorer to testify that his name was
Grover, and that on the night on which the obstruction in
question wes mede, he went with A------ , and sawhim put the
rail on the track  (So minute, by the way, was B-’s descrip-
tion of the place and the nmanner in which the obstructing
rail wes laid, that the deputy sheriff going there afterwards in
conpany with Mr. P., essily found the spot, and idertified the
very tie under which the rail wes placed, though it waes the
first time he had been there.)

“Well,” said Harris, alias Grover, (Who seemed to grow
rapidly rich in nanes)) if | help you out in this way, what
shall 1 get by it>-

B. replied: - If you get nme clear | shall keep the cofi-
dence of the railroaed company, and will introduce you to a set
of good fellows who do nothing but big jobs, and my connec
tion with the conmpany will enable me to get you a position
where you can pay yourself.”

Having by such inducerrents secured (as he supposed) the
ald of his corpanion, B. recovered his equanimity, and
wrote as follons to ore of the attomeys for the railroad com
pary

“ To return to the obstruction east of Adrian in regard to my boots
such as | cau prove by J S that | mentioned in my last, by him I can
prove where | was that night, as also where my boots were, and as for
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tbc other man’s evidence | am sure that | cannot be mistaken as to
my success on trial or examination. 1 hope you will soon sec Mr O
again and bo sure to hove him at the time. As to the danger of my
going to Adrian for fear | would fall into the hands of the engineers
and firemen in that place, 1 will say for once and all, let me go to
Adrian— & as to the danger of falling into the hands of rowdies | am
not afraid of no! no! not if all the fiends of Pandemonium was to
raise against me | will not shrink from anything as long a3 | am
innocent or as long as | can have the protection of the law on my side
Justice! Justice!! is all | claim and that | expect to have before a
Court of justice and an independent & impartial Jury, if | can't
swim there let me sink.
lies, yours & Others, A. S. B.

P. S. I will convince your Engineers & firemen that | was their
friend, and that | have oftentimes run myself into danger for their
safety, as well as that of the Company & the travelling public Yes
& if they or the Co. have any feeling of gratitude in them | am sure
that they will not show it by prosecuting me but first | must prove
“ my title clear” & that | can do so Hurra boys, &c., three times three.

Yours truly, A.S. B

The railroad company could have no further doubt of his
guilt. 1t wes plain that he had entered their service to betray
them; and though he had given the nanes of his acconmplices,
he had been careful not to catch them

At his request he was renpved to Adrian for trial. He told
his counsel what he should prove by Grover; and wes assured
of an honorable acquittal.

At the trial, the coursel for the prosecution examined several
witnesses in relation to the hoot-tracks, which, for the tino
being, were as interesting to the legal fratemity, as are the
ancient bird-tracks found in sandstone, to geologists.

The defence supposed that the counsel for the prosecution
would there rest, and were confident that they had the gane
in their oan hands, knowing, as they did, that the evidence
thus far adduced was not sufficient to convict their dient

But the prosecution called “ Wm. B.,” (the deputy sheriff,)
when, to the utter astonishnment and disnay of the prisorer,
his man Grover took the stand!
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This unexpected transmutation at once dissipated the dreans
of triumph and future villany in which he had been revelling;
and as “Wm. B.” testified to the facts in his possession, and
the disclosures of the prisoner, this baffled scoundrel found
the prop on which he had relied falling beneath him and
plunging him into that gulf from which he had mede such
desperate though vain efforts to escape.

lie wes found guilty on two indictments.  On the first, he
was sentenced to imprisonment for life, the judge remarking
that he would suspend sentence on the other till the first had
expired.

The interval between the pilfering of small sums and the
deliberate plotting of wholesale murder for the sake of plun-
der, seens a wicke one; yet no one who enters even the verge
of the meelstrom of a dishonest course, can tell how far within
the vortex he may be drann by its ever strengthening current.

The casejust related forms a culminating point in the series
of villanies which we have recorded in this hook for the
benefit of those who, in defiance of the etermal laws of Provi-
dence, attenpt to meke the way of the transgressor easy.



CHAPTER X.
STOPPING A POST-OFFICE.

The Unpaid Draft—The Forged Order—A Reliable Witness— Giving
up the Mail Key—A Lady Assistant— Post-Office Records— The offi-
cial Envelope—Return of the Post Master—The Interview—Embar-
rassment of Guilt—Duplicate Circular—Justice secured.

One of the coolest and at the sare timre silliest pieces of
post-office rascality that 1 have ever known, occurred a few
years since in Rhode Island.

A small draft from the Post-Office Department having been
presented by a mail contractor to the post mester of P., pay-
ment wes refused, on the ground that the office had been
abolished sore tine before, and that there wes little or no-
thing due the Department. No time was lost by the con
tractor in apprising the proper officer at "Washington, of the
nonpayment of the draft, and the reason assigned therefor;
when reference wes at once nmede to the official recorcs.
They, however, failed to show the discontinuance of the office

Here was a mysterious and singular affair, and a letter wes
accordingly despatched to the seemingly delinquent post nes-
ter, requiring an explanation of his course. A reply to this
wes very pronptly scut to the Departiment, to the effect that
soe nonths previous he had received from the Appointment
Office formal notice that his office had been discontinued, ac

1G (1s1)
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companied by an order to Land over all the mail matter renain
ing on hand, together with the nail keyZ and other property
of the Department, to a neighboring post mester, and that he
had of course amnswered the demand

A reexamination of the books still shoming the office to
be a “ live one," he wes written to, and directed to forward
the original document upon the authority of which he had
shut up his office  The papers were duly forwarded, and sure
enough, there wes the “ Order,” signed with the name of the
Second Assistant Post Master Gereral, who wes then at the
head of the Appointment Office. It read as follons :—

Post-Office Department, March 28, 1846.

SIR;
The Post Master General having decided to discontinue the Post-
Office at P------ , from and after the expiration of the present fiscal

quarter, you will, at that time, please hand over all mail matter, the
mail key, and all other property belonging to the Department, to the
Tost. Master at M — |, on his presenting this order.
Very Respectfully,
Your Obt. Servant,
Wm. J. Brown,
2d Asst. P. M. General.

Although a tolerably fair imitation of that officer’s hand-
wwriting, it wes at once pronounced a forgery. My services, as
Special Agent, were called into requisition, and all the facts, as
they then stood, conmrunicated to e, As speedily as possible
I visited the scere of this perplexing and extraordinary offidal
mystery.  Arriving at the site of the late post-office, 1 found
its former incumbent to be a highly respectable merchant, well
advanced in years, and blessed with ore of those countenances
which, to a person at all accustomed to study character in that
way, at once dispels all doubt ad distrust.  He was of Dutch
descent, and, while intelligent on gereral subjects, wes poorly
“ posted” in the arts and devices of cunning knaves. Hom
him | received a full Statenent of the shutting up process,
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and obtained some additional facts, which afterwards furnished
e with a clue to the whole mystery.

On ore of the last days of March, Mr. G------ , post nester
at another village in the sane toan, called on him in company
with ore of his friends, and presented what purported to be
a copy of an order from the Department, directing him to close
the office, and to give up the property in the manner already
described. Of course the post nester felt and manifested
o little surprise, for the office had been established but about
ayear, and he had heard of no application or desire in any
quarter for such a proceeding.

“It is al right, 1 suppose,” said he, after carefully examin-
ing the “ copy” which had been handed him without a word
of explanation; “ but | think; before | hand over the property,
I ought to have the original order.”

“ Oh yes, it's all correct,” responded the witness (Who had
seen the copy made from the spurious order, supposing that
to be genuine) ; “ 1 saw it compared with the original myself,
and it's a true copy.”

“But the quarter will not be ended till to-nmorrow;” re-
merked the astonished official; “ and, on the whole, | think
I must refuse conpliance, unless the original instructions are
placed in my hands.”

“Then | understand you as refusing to obey the order of
the Departrent, do 1 7 said the applicant

“ Not at all,” wes the mild response; “ lam perfectly ready
to complywhen | see the written command owver the signature
of the proper officer of the Department. It can be but little
trouble to produce that, and | think, under the sanme circum
stances, you would denmand as much yourself.”

“ But do | not bring a reliable witress to prove that this is
an exact copy of the original 7’ asked the visitor, impatiently.

“True, but my request is reasonable, and 1 think i. will ad-
here toit,” he replied;, and the gentleman, with his companion,
left the premises, sinply remarking, “ You will hear from me
again, to-morrow.”  And sure enough, he did.
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Towards sundown on llio folloning day, the abolishcr of
post-offices made his appearance, and, with an air of authority,
without uttering aword, threw the extinguishing docunent
uoon the counter. The  post nester took it up, and after ad-
justing his spectacles, examined first the outside. It had the
usual printed endorsement on the right hand upper correr,
“ Post-Office Department, Official Business,” wes properly
franked by the Second Assistant, post-marked “ Washington,”
and plainly addressed to the “ Post Mester, M------ 1

On withdraning the letter from its covering, it had, sure
enough, every appearance of genuineness, and no doubt re-
meined that it wes the official action of the Department. The
post-office effects were accordingly put in shape as hastily as
possible, and handed over.  But

“ The course of knavery never did run smooth.”

Strong suspicions began to arise that the neighboring post
mester, before mentioned, was the author of the whole trarnsac
tion, and when the knowledge of a notive on his part wes
supplied, his guilt becane to my mind clear and positive.

It appeared that at the tine of the establishment of the now
defunct post-office, there wes a trenmendous opposition, in
which he took an active and leading part, but the member of
Congress for that District favored the application for the new
office, and it wes finally granted.  Being but two miles from
the old establishment, there wes, as had been anticipated, a
corsiderable falling off in the receipts of the latter. The snake
wes « scotched, not killed” or in other words, post mester
number one had bottled up his wrath, and wes biding his time.
The affair had now becone with him a nmatter of pride as well
as interest, and when joked, as he frequently was, about his
defeat in the post-office contest, he wes often heard to say that
the new post-office wes « short-lived any way.” n

He wes quite an active, prominent politician, and when a
new nomination for Congress wes to be nmade, he thought he
saw his way clear. He struggled hard for the selection of a
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persoral friend, and succeeded, not only in the nomination,
but in the election. But when the pinch cane, the Honorable
member failed him, and could not be persuaded to take the
resporsibility, for the new postoffice had proved really a
great convenience to many of his constituents and to sore of
his friends, personal and political.

With the advantage of this information obtained from the
ex-post mester and one or two other citizens of that vicinity, |
proceeded to \isit, the dffice which at one gulp had swalloned
up the other, without apparent injury to its digestive orgars.
The post mester wes absent, and the office iu charge of his
wife. This waes a piece of good luck, for it would enable me
to examine the books and papers to greater advantage, and
what wes better, to interrogate the lady and her lesser half
separately.  Two or three points were very important.

Might not some wicked waeg in the Department, knowing
all the circunstances of the case, have prepared the letter in
question, and sent it as a hoax? This could be essily settled
by referring to the account of mails received, for the record iu
that eveut should show the receipt of a free letter, either
direct from Washington, or from the Distribution office at New
York. Then another test, wes a comparison of the “ order,”
with the handwriting of the post mester.  But the most trou
blesome point of all to reconcile, wes, how the offidal envelope
had been obtained, for that was beyond a doubt genuine.

Introducing myself to the lady assistant, who happened to be
alore in the office, 1 remarked—e

« | am in pursuit of a letter which should have comre here
from New York in March last, and | wish to see if your New
York packages, during that month, were all regularly received.
Where do you keep your transcripts, the books, or sheets, you
know;, Upon which you copy your paost-bills ?”

They were taken from a desk and laid before me.  Turning
to the record of the nonth in question, not a single free letter
wes entered s received at that office for the last two weeks in

March, from any quarter!
10=
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u« Who made the entries in this hook?’ | inquired. “ My
husband,” wes the prompt arswer.

Having the gereral style of the “ order” in my mind, |
glanced owver a few pages of the book, and dbsenved several
peculiarities in the formation of sore of the capital letters
which | had noticed in the (to this time) fatherless document.
It wes written in bluish ink, and so were the pages of the re-
cords mede at about the sane time,—a trifling circurstance
to be sure, but yet a link in the chain of evidence. The wafer
too, used in sealing, wes strikingly sinilar in size and shade to
those contained in a large bos upon the desk  The =« order”
wes on a half sheet of letter paper of different size and stanp
from the wrapper enclosing it

It now remained to establish sore reasonable theory to ac
count for his possession of a genuine official envelope.  Sore
farther reflection supplied that theory which in the sequel
proved to be the correct one.  The date of the Washington
postmark | had before noticed, wes very indistinct, in fact
could not be mede out, although the word *“ Washington” and
« March” were tolerably plain At that tine the present
3tyle of envelopes were not much in wse by the Departirent.

Could it not be an old wrapper, or the - fly leaf” of some
formrer offidal document from head quarters? This idea wes
certainly favored by the fact that on ore sice it presented a
ragged appearance &s if tom fromanather half sheet; and if its
fellow could he found on the premises, the two parts nust
necessarily fit together, and conclusively show that a branch of
the Appointment office had really been tenmporarily established
without authority of law not far from that locality.

It was now late in the aftermoon, and the post mester still
absent, though nomentarily expected home.  An  invitation
to take tea with the good lady, wes the nore readily acoepted,
from a desire to prevent any comparing of notes between them
with respect to the inquiries and examination already nede
At the table | ventured, for the first time, to broach the sub
ject of the « stoppage” affair.
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“1 believe the last time | pessed over this route, you had
two post-offices in town,” | remarked.

“Yes,” wes the reply, “but it made so much bother, ad
did so iittle good, that it wes abolished some nonths since,”

In her manner of receiving this remark, 1 could discover
o proof of a participation in, or knowledge of the process by
which the rival concermn had been gotten rid of.  And | might
as well say in this connection as amywhere else, that | have
never in my oan dfficial experience, knoan any instance of a
wife or child being mede an acconplice, partrer or confidant,
« before the fact,” in the commission of serious post-office
offerces.  Prying ladies have sometimes, however, from curi-
osity, rather than pecuniary considerations, exhibited a remark-
able aptress in getting at the wwitten conterts of letters,
without the consent or knowledge of the onrers.

The doth had not long been renoved before the post
mester’'s approachwes heralded by the scratching at the door
of a large Newfoundland dog, the circunmstance being at once
noted by the lady as indicative of the safe retum of her hus-
band. In a moment nore the sound of the horse's hoofs were
distinctly heard, and as soon as the nag had been passed over
to a boy we hed left in the office, the post-office annihilator
entered.

“ My dear,” says the affectionate wife, “ you have got back
once nore.”  And with this salutation she announced her guest,
as “ agentleman who had come to see about sone post-office
business.”

He eyed ne rather closely, and with a much less amiable
expression than he assumed on leaming that | wes a near rela-
tive of his “ Uncle Sam” which | saw it wes essertial to
meke known to him, in order to secure decent treatment; for
he wes decidedly savage in his looks and manners on the first
introduction, taking me no doubt for some troublesome cus-
tomer (as | eventually proved to be, by the way,) who had
core to bather him about sore trifling affair.

An intimation that 1 would like to see him at the post-office
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proved to be the correct one.  The date of the Washington
postmark 1 had before noticed, wes very indistinct, in fact
could not be made out, although the word “ Washington” and
“ March” were tolerably plain At that tine the present
style of envelopes were not much in use by the Department.

Could it not be an old wrapper, or the “ fly leaf” of sone
formrer official document from head quarters? This idea wes
certainly favored by the fact that on ore side it presented a
ragoed appearance as if tom fromancther half sheet; and if its
fellow could be found on the premises, the two parts must
necessarily fit together, and conclusively show that a branch of
the Appointrment office had reallj been tenporarily established
without authority of law not far from that locality.

It wes now late in the aftermoon, and the post nester still
absent, though nmomentarily expected home.  An invitation
to take tea with the good lady, wes the nore readily nocepted,
from a desire to prevent any comparing of notes between them
with respect to the inquiries and examination already made
At the table | ventured, for the first time, to broach the sub
ject of the “ stoppage” affair.
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« | believe the last tine | passed owver this route, you had
two post-offices in town,” 1 remarked.

“Yes,” wes the reply, “ but it made so much bother, ad
did so iittle good, that it was abolished somre nonths since.”

In her manner of receiving this remark, | could discover
o proof of a participation in, or knonledge of the process by
which the rival concem had been gotten rid of.  And | might
as well say in this connection as arywhere else, that | have
never in my oan dfficial experience, known any instance of a
wife or child being made an acconplice, partner or confidant,
« before the fact,” in the commission of serious post-office
offences.  Prying ladies have sometimes, however, from curi-
osity, rather than pecuniary considerations, exhibited a remark-
able aptness in getting at the written contents of letters,
without the consent or knowdedge of the owrers.

The cloth had not long been renmowved before the post
nmester’s approach wes heralded by the scratching at the door
of a large Newfoundland dog, the circunstance being at once
noted by the lady as indicative of the safe retum of her hus-
band. In amoment nore the sound of the horse's hoofs were
distinctly heard, and as soon as the neg had been passed over
to a boy we had left in the dffice the post-office annihilator
entered.

“ My dear,” says the affectionate wife, “ you have got back
once nore.”  And with this salutation she announced her guest,
as “ agentleman who had come to see about some post-office
business.”

He eyed me rather closely, and with amuch less amiable
expression than he assumed on leaming that 1 wes a near rela-
tive of his “ tinele Sam,” which | saw it wes essential to
meke known to him, in order to secure decent treatment; for
he was decidedly savage in his looks and manners on the first
introduction, taking me no doubt for some troublesome cus-
tomer (as |1 eventually proved to be, by the way,) who had
core to bother him about sore trifling affair.

An intimation that | would like to sec him at the post-office
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wes sufficient.  Wc soon found ourselves there alore, and |
commenced interrogating him thus \—

“ Did you receive notice from the Department in March last
of the discontinuance of the officeat P. 7’

« | did, and wes ordered to take possession of the property
of the Departrent,” he replied  “ The old gentleman,” said
he, “ rather hated to yield ; but, when 1 shoned him the docu-
ments, he caved in and mede the best of it The fact is, the
office never ought to have been created at all.”

“ When did the order reach your hands?” | asked; “ and
do you remenber the circunrstance of its arrival in the mail?”

“1 well remember all about it,” said ho; “ 1 opened the
mail that day myself, as usual. | think it wes ore of the last
days in March. | shall never forget the astonished look of
neighbor N., as he perused the order converting him into a
private citizen once nore.”

« He wesn't satisfied with a certified copy of the urmelcome
docunent, wes he?” | remarked  “ And, by the way, what
wes the object of serving a copy of the paper on him?’

“Well,” he rejoined, with a slight embarrassment, “ the
fact is, 1 thought 1 had better retain the original for my oan
protection, in case of any fuss. He had to have it, hownewer,
before he would shut up shop.”

At this juncture | produced the “ order,” and laying it
before him, requested that he would tum to the entry of a free
letter on his “ mails received,” at the tinme of the receipt of
thisone. The searchwas invain, as | well knew it would be;
and he undertook to explain that circumstance by claiming that
offica letters frequently came from Washington without wrap-
per or post-hill.

By this time he evidently began to construe my inquiries
into a suspicion of his fraudulent conduct; and, as in all such
cases, every attent to extricate himself only mede the matter
worse

“ Cone to think of it,” said lie, “ 1 wes absent from hone
the day that letter arrived, and on my retum | took it from
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my private box where my letters are put,” at the sane tine
pointing to a pigeon-hole in a snall letter-case over the desk

« And would your wife open the nail in your absence?’ |
inquired.

Receiving an affimative answer, 1 requested himto call her,
taking care that they should hold no private conversation.
Exhibiting to her the outside of the letter, | asked if she
recollected taking it from the mail and placing it in the post
mester's box. They exchanged glances, and, on the second
look tonards him, | wes just in time to obsenve a trifling nod
of the head by way of intimating that she had better say yes.
But she thought otherwise, and wes quite positive that if such
a thing had come loose in the bag, at any time when sho
opened the mail, she would have noticed it

« To come right to the point,” said I, = this docurmrent is
disowned by the Department, and no authority has been given
to any ore to discontinue the other office”

J1 forced laugh from the post nmester followed this announce-
ment, but the honest wife looked worried

“Well,” he arnswered, “ if it did not come from the Ap-
pointment Office, then some mischievous clerk in the Depart-
ment may have sert it as an April-fool hoax, as it was near
the first of April ; or sone one may have slipped it into my
private box unobserved, though no one could well do it unless
it was the boy that you see about here.”

« |1 sec no notive that he could have had for doing it,” |
observed

« But he might possibly have been hired to do it,” wes the
reply.

In accounting for the ervelope, it now became an important
point to settle whether or not the post nmester had been in the
habit of preserving all dfficial circulars from the Department.
If so, and this envelope had been tom from one of them the
remaining fragment might still come to light as his certain
accuser. A search of the files showed the preservation of all
such documents for two years previous, but nothing appeared
to match the covering of the “ order.”
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Still believing it wes dbtained in that way, | adjourmed the
investigation for a few days, and meantime applied to the
Department for duplicates of any printed circulars that had
been sent to this officg, and the retum mail brought me ore
that wes so sent, but a few weeks previous to the fraud in
question.  Its absence from the post nester’s files, while all
other similar documrents had been carefully saved, wes a strong
circunstance to show that a part of it at least had been used
for this dishonest purpose. But the damming proof wes yet
tocore. In the printed words “ Official Business,” which
were in capitals on the outside of the duplicate circular, there
wes a defect, or - nick” in the letter 0, and the last S, in
business. On conparing this with the covering of the spuri-
ows order, exactly the samre bruises were found in the same
letters, identifying the ane with the other in the nost posi-
tive manner, as the coincidence would be alnost miraculous
if the same type being battered in precisely the sane way,
uoon circulars printed at different times.

Nor wes this all.  In folding the circular before the ink wes
fairly dry, some parts of the printed words in the body of it
hed - struck off” upon the inner side of the - fly leaf,”
which parts of words could, by a strong light, be distinctly
obsenved upon several lines directly under each other.  Refer-
ring to the printed page of the entire circular received for
examination and comparison, a copy of which was known to
have been sent to this post-office, ike same words were found
to occur, and precisely in ike same relative positions.

Thus wes the firdl link in the chain of evidence closed ad
riveted; a chain which held the guilty ore in its unyielding
grasp, and set at nought all attempts at evasion or escape, hed
he been disposed to meke them  His only altermative wes
silence or confession, and of these he chost the latter.

A full report of all the facts above stated wes made to the
Department, and the tricky post mester soon received an doffi-
dal letter from Washington, concerming whose genuineness
the nost soeptical could have o doubt.  In this case, “ the
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engineer wes hoist with his oan petard”  In stopping his
neighbor’s office he wes hinself stopped; and, furthemmore,
received a reward for his misdeeds, the nature of which any
future post-office stopper will leam by sad experience.

The defunct office wes resuscitated, and its former incum-
bent reinstated in all the rights and privileges of which he
had been deprived by the treachery of his unscrupulous op
ponent.

Nothing but the nost dbstinate detenmination to carry his
point, at all hazards, could have inpelled this man to the ex-
treme measures which he adopted for ridding himself of his
rival. Forgery is a crime of sufficient magnitude, one would
think; to deter from its conmrission any one that is not prepared
to go all lengths in the execution of his designs. And the
present case shows how far pride and self-will may carry anman
who yields to their suggestions, and how small a matter may
be sufficient to raise them to an irresistible height, and create
atide which may sweep away conscience, and honor, and all
that is valuable in character, to say nothing of an enlightened
regard to self-interest.

The man whaose discreditable exploit we have recorded, paid
dearly for his short-lived triunph; and whoever is in danger
of suffering his pride or dbstinacy to hurry him beyond the
bounds of prudence and virtue, will dowell to - sit down first,



CHAPTER XL

Indian Depredations— The model Mail Contractor—Rifles and Revol-
vers— Importance of & Scalp—Indian Chief reconnoitering—Saving
dead Bodies— Death of a Warrior—The Charge—A proud Trophy.

Sunset on the Prairie—Animal Life—A solitary Hunt— The Buffalo
Chase—Desperate Encounter with @ Indian— Ingenious Signal—
Returning to Camp—Minute Guns—A welcome Return.

Previous to the year 1850 there was do regular muail
service between the valley of the Mississippl and New Mexico
and Utah Territories.  In selling lands to settlers and taking
these communities under the protecting care of the nation, the
Government wes bound in good faith to give them a regular
meil. This, like all other mail service, is carried on without
much regard to the question whether the actual receipts from
the locality will be remunerative or not.

The commencerent of this service in 1850, called out the
erergies of sore of our nost daring and enterprising business
men. A tract of country nearly one thousand miles in extent
hed to be traversed, where there were o civilized inhabitants,
and but ore or two military posts.

The Indian tribes, finding their game disappear before the
urerring rifle of the white hunter, and learming the taste of
the luxuries of civilized life without the industry to procure
them became at first sullen and despairing, then hostile and
revengeful. A detailed account of the “ hair breadth 'scapes/'
the dangers, losses, and tragedies in encounters with hostile

(192)
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Indians, in transporting the United States mails across these
plains, would form ore of the nost remarkable chapters in the
postal history of the world

Ore nmail contractor on the route from Independence, Mis-
souri, to Santa Fé, by his success iU transporting the mails
safely, and his daring and diplomecy with the Indians, hes
become eminent among his countrynen, and dreaded by the
haostile tribes whom he has encountered  The treachery o
fatally prevalent in meetings between small bands of whites
and these dark sors of the forest, and the cunning and bold-
ness displayed in stealing the horses and cattle that belong to
the - pale faces,” have' made it necessary that great caution
should be used, and also that the Indians should be mede to
feel the force of that terrible weapon the nodem rifle The
Indian has long since learmed the superiority that the posses-
sion of - revolvers” gives to the white hurters. And he hes
also learmed at what distance it is safe for him to approach the
canp or the traveling party of his foes. They do not corsider
that there is much security in any distance less than three
hundred yards, when well mounted and in rapid notion

The honor attached to the possession of scalps, and the
dismal forebodings attending the loss of a beloved chief, nake
all the tribes particularly cautious that their leaders shall not
be too much exposed, and that their slain shall not fall into
the hands of the enemy. A reckless daring displayed by
a chief, aways gives him honor with his tribe, and this is
proportioned to the success which attends his efforts aud skill,
whether in the offersive or defensive.

The mail contractor before alluded to, is a man of great
humanity as well as courage, and prefers making now and then
a terrible exanple, rather than wage an indiscriminate warfare
with tribes inveteratcly hostile.

After the tragic occurrences attending the capture ad
terrible death of Mrrs. White, with several others in a party of
California emigrants near Santa ¢, the Indians, emboldened

by success, seemed to feel that they had the power and did
17



191 RIFLES AND REVOLVERS.

not lack the will to drive all white travelers from the plairs.
Our « nodel nmeil contractor,” in addition to the heavy re
sporsihility of conveying from fifteen hundred weight to a ton
and a half of the United States mails, often had intrusted to
his care, coin and gold dust in corsiderable quarttities, and the
lives and effects of numerous passengers.

A wual “ nail train” corsisted of three covered wagons,
with elliptic springs, each draan by six mules, guarded by
eight or ten men, and carrying perhaps as many passengers.

Thirty miles a day wes a usual drive, and this gave several
hours' rest in every twenty-four. By having plenty of Sharp's
rifles, and Colt's six-shooting cavalry pistols, the entire com
pany of men and passengers fomed a terrible phalanx, able to
fire three or four hundred shots without any delay in loading.

The Indians soon learmed to respect these parties, and usually
gave them a wide berth, not venturing to attack them though
outnumbering them by nore than ten to ore.

Soon after the above-nentioDed barbarous transactions near
Santa F¢, the mail was on its way accompanied by the con
tractor himrself. One noming, marks of hostile Indians were
quite frequent. A large canp wes passed where the fires still
numed, and newly picked bones of buffalo and deer were
scattered around

In the course of the forenoon, several Indians were seen,
and at the noon rest, their whole party wes in sight, number-
ing apparently one hundred and fifty or'more.  The nain body
kept three or four hundred yards off, but one daring warrior,
evidently their chief, would ride in awide circuit, approaching
soretimes within a hundred and fifty or two hundred yards
of the nmail wagons. He seened to be reconnoitering, and
though the nmail party, passengers and all, did not exceed a
dozen persors, there seeed to be little disposition to attack
them The chief—as he proved to be—wes splendidly
dressed; the long feathers on his head waving in the wind,
and mounted on a milk white horse, he seemed the Murat of
his nation
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A shield of raw hide, dried in the sun, quite conmmon
anmong the Indians, covered his entire person from his saddle
to his neck  Though within rifle shot, his swift riding ad
the protection afforded by the shield, gave but little chance for
a successful shot.  In the nost daring and impudent manner
he rode several times in a semicircle, reducing the distance
between his folloners and the little band of whites, at least
ore half.

The mail contractor told his men to stand by their anrs,
and be ready for an attack He then took his Sharp's rifle
and lay down on the ground, resting his gun across a store.
He looked across the sights, and saw the chief “wheel his
daring flight” within good gun range, but always on the full run
with his head just in sight over the shield. Each Indian is
provided with a rgpe or 1ariat made of hide, and this is
fastened by one end around the rider's waist, and by the other
to the saddle, that in the event of his being killed, the horse
will drag off the dead body and thus prevent its falling into
the hands of his enemies.

Sonme accident happened to the chief on the white charger;
his stirrup broke, or something took place which obliged him
todismount.  He was then about a hundred and seventy yards
from the mail camp, and as he disnounted on the farther side,
he wes o fairer mark than before. It wes easy enough to
shoot down the horse, but that would acconplish nothing, as
the chief wes nearer to his friends than to his foes. It wes
evident that he must, to a certain extent, expose hinmself, when
he nounted, and as he sprang up in his stirrup, his breast for
a moment presented a fair mark

The sharp ring of the rifle wes heard, and the chief lay on
the ground, while the blood sprinkiled the snowy flank of the
beautiful charger. He was shat through the heart !

The horse sprung, and the weight of the dead chief broke
the 1ariat clear from the saddle. Thr constermation anmong
the Indians wes terrible.  Drawing their knives and pistols,
the nail carriers gave a yell, ad charged directly at the wholo
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array of Indians. The head of the little band, whose success-
ful shot had so opporturely killed the chief, had given orders
not to attack except on the defensive, but nothing could re-
strain them; and appalled as much by the daring bravery of
the whites as by the sudden death of their chief, the warriors
broke and fled

The scalp of the unfortunate Indian wes soon stripped from
the skull, and, with its dark and floning locks, formed a trophy
of the short conbat, and made the subject of atale around
the firesice of the bold and hardy pioneer.

We have room for but one nore narrative of border life,
and the perils of mail carrying in the backwoods; and this
is also an incident in the life of our « model nmail contractor.”

At a period anterior to the events just related, the nlil,
with quite a number of wagons, was wending its way tonard
Santa F&. The party were near the banks of the Cintreron,
and then in the country of the Arrapahoes. Large herds of
buffalo were corstantly visible, but no Indians had been seen
for some days.

It wes a beautiful afternoon in June, the slonly descending
sun illuminating one of the grandest scenes in nature—a broed
rolling prairie covered with verdure, and presenting one check-
ered field of animel life.  Beautiful antelopes, that flew rather
than ran, and scarce seemed to touch the earth; stately elks,
with branching homs, gallantly guarding their gregarious
herds, and the urwieldy bison, far nore numerous than all the
rest, numbering hundreds of thousands, and blackening the
plain as far as the eye could reach. Our hero of many an
Indian skirmish and numerous buffalo hunts, nounted his
horse to go and select an animal from the vast herd, which
should fumish supper for his party.

He was mounted on a fleet animal, but after getting fairly
anay from the train, he found he had omitted to put on his
spurs. It wes in a section of country where small streams
form deep ravines, sore of them nearly as abrupt, though not



BUFFALO CHASE. 197

as deep as the anful canons of the Gila and the head branches
of the Rio Grande. He singled out a fat buffalo cow, and
draning his “ Colt/' dashed on to get near and be sure of a
fatal shot at the first firee Not being able to spur his horse,
the animal led him a rapid race, and taking a path, folloned
it down a dark ravine, where a slender stream gurgled idly
between its banks. ,

His horse, accustomed to the sport, went faster and faster,
and neared the buffalo at every spring, till she suddenly tumed
the cormer of the bank, now near the bottom of the ravine, ard
sore fifty or sixty feet below the level of the prairie. The
path that led down the ravire wes a gradual descent, and on
each side were sone scattering trees and bushes.

When the bluff wes rounded in pursuit of the buffalo, the
animel wes but a few yards ahead, and then, for the first time,
afair mark  Our hero wes nearly ready to fire, when wliiz!
went an arrow so near that there was no mistaking its sound,
especially to one whose ear wes practised in Indian warfare.

The arrow had scarcely ceased its whir, before a mounted
Indian cane down upon our buffalo hunter, from behind the
bank of the ravine.  His lance was poised in its « rest,” with
the butt of it fimmly against his shoulder. The buffalo pessed
from sight, and the Indian instantly appeared; and before
there wes a noirent for reflection, the « white huriter” had to
« wink and hold out his iron”

The lance was a bright piece of steel, about twenty inches
long, on a pole of some twelve feet in length. This murder-
ous blade wes aimed directly at his breast, and the two horses
on a full run in opposite directions. Our contractor had
nothing on but a pair of trousers, his red hunting shirt, and
traveling cap.

The Indian, with the exception of sone long feathers on his
head, wes naked to the waist. The savage obsened the - law
of the road” and took the right, and with one simultaneous
and alnost involuntary moverrent, the « pale face” dropped
the bridle, and with his left arm parried the approaching blow

17~
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by knocking the lance uonard The blade iu its course
ripped the hunting shirt, and tore the muscles from bis
shoulder; and simultaneously with this he fired his “ Colt,”
and sawv the blood spirt from the naked breast of the Indian.
The slain warrior fell heavily to the ground, while the white
man'shorse tumed suddenly to the right, aud nounted the
bank ef the ravine, which wes here so steep, that, having no
longer a hold of the bridle, the rider cane near tunmbling
backanard.

The surface of the prairie wes gained, and near two hundred
yards nmeasured off by the horse before the onner had tine to
gather his scattered thoughts, lie attenmpted to grasp the
bridle, but found his left arm quite powerless, not only from
the wound on the shoulder, but the stunning effect of the
lance on his forearm near the wrist.  With a rapid nove-
ment he plunged his pistol into the holster, and seizing the
bridle with his right hand, drew up his horse and dismounted

Bvery novement had been so rapid since going doan the
path into the ravire after the buffalo, until he emerged in
safety on the plain, that he had not reflected a noment.  He
had dore better; he had acted.

There now gppeared five Indians, all mounted, and not more
than two hundred and fifty yards from where he stood He
instantly formed his plan. His ams consisted of his revolver,
and a double-barrelled English foding-piece, one barrel loaded
with ball, and the other with buckshot. He unstrapped his
gun, kept himself on the farther side of the horse from the
Indians, and as they seened to be approaching him, he mede
his arrangements. He concluded to wait until they arrived
within about a hundred and fifty yards, and then fire with his
ball, and if possible, kill the forenost.  The other barrel with
the buckshot would then be « good” for two nore, when he
would have five loaded barrels of his “ Colt,” with only two
foes. But the conardly villains dared not attack him  Four
of them retreated, and the other roce a little nearer to recon
noitre.
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The Indian, believing he knew the character of his foe a3
that of an old hunter, wes sure he wes amed with one or
nore - sixshooters.”” He communicated his thoughts to his
red-skinned brethren, by riding several times rapidly round in
acircle, this being the sign given by the Arrapahoes when
they meet white nen amed with - revolvers.”

Being satisfied with this view of their foe, and the taste they
had had of his proness, they turmed their horses and disap-
peared down the ravire.

Danger wes not yet over, and our friend wes determined to
he ready for whatever might happen. He rode sloMy anay
for fifty or a hundred yards, and stopped. Thinking he had
better have his anmrs in as good condition as possible, he dis-
rmounted and thought he would loed the discharged barrel of
his pistol. On looking, this trusty weapon wes missing. The
holster wes entirely tom anay, and the pistol gone. He went
back where he had waited for the Indians, and there lay the
pistol on the ground.

In his violent efifat to put up the weapon and stop the
horse while one arm wes totally disabled, he had evidently
thrust it in the holster so violently as to tear the leather anay,
and the weapon unpcreeived had fallen to the ground.

Having loaded the enpty barrel, he again nounted. The
sun by this time wes just setting. The Indians and the long
dark ravire lay between him and the canp, and he took a cir-
cuitous route to meet the train

After going somre four miles to the southwest, he cane to
the road By the light of the moon he examined the track to
see if his wagons with their broad tires had passed There
were no ruts but those made by the narrowtired wagors of a
Mormon train that wes one or two days ahead of them He
then folloned back, and mile after mile not a sound, not a per-
son, not an aninmel, or a canp fire broke the vast solitude!
But now he hears a gun directly ahead of him

Another minute and another gun; yes, 'tis his onn party
camped out for the night, firing minute guns as a signal, and
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waiting with anxiety and fear for their absent leader. He
soon roce up, and— in the words of the narrator, as he told us
the story— « how the boys took e iu their ams and hugged
roe ! They fairly screamed as | told them how | missed the
buffalo but didn't miss the Indian. They took me on their
shoulders aod carried ne three times roud the canp. We
saw no nore of the Arrapahoes during the joumey to Santa
Fé.”

Such hare been the adventures and perils of carrying the
nmails between the far outposts of civilization, on our wild fron
tier.



CHAPTER XII.

Cheating the Clergy—Duping a Witness— Money missing— A singu-
lar Postscript— The double Seal — Proofs of Fraud— The same
Bank-Note—*“ Post-Boy” confronted— How the Game was played—
Moving off.

Our cdllection of “ outside” delinquencies would be incom
plete, were we to omit the folloning case, which wes investi-
gated by the author not long ago, and in which not a little
ingenuity, of the baser sort, wes displayed. It will sene as
a specinen of a nuerous class of cases, characterized by at-
tempts to defraud some correspondent, and to fasten the blame
of the fraud upon some ore connected with the Post-Office.
We oould give many instances of a similar hind, did our limits
permit.

A person of good standing in community, who laid claim
not only to a noral, but a religious character, wes visiting in
a large tonn on the Hudson river, about midway between New
York and Albany. This person awed a clergyman, living in
New Haven, Conn., the sum of one hundred dollars; and ore
day he called at the house of ancther clergyman of his ac-
quaintance in the town first mentioned, and requested to be
alloned the privilege of writing a letter there to his clerical
creditor, in which the sum due that gentleman wes to be en
cdosed  Writing neterials were furnished, and he prepared
the letter in the study of his obliging friend, nnd in his
presence.

(20D)
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After he had finished writing it, he said to the clergyman,
“ Now, as the mails are not always safe, 1 wish to be able to
prove that 1 have actually sent the noney. | shall therefore
consider it a great favor if you will accompany e to the bank,
where 1 wish to dbtain a hundred-dollar note for sone sl
trash that | have, and bear witness that | enclose the noney
and deposit the letter in the post-office.”

The reverend gentleman readily acceded to his request, and
went with him to the bank, where a bill of the required de-
nomination wes dbtained and placed in the letter, which was
then sealed with a wafer, the clergyman all the while looking
on

They then wont to the post-office, (which was directly oppo-
site the bank,) and after calling the attention of his companion
to the letter and its address, the writer thereof dropped it into
the letter box, and the two persorns went their several ways.

The letter arrived at New Haven by due ocourse of mll,
and it so happened that the clergyman to whom it was ad-
dressed wes at the post-office, waiting for the assorting of the
mails. He saw a letter thronwn into his box, and called for it
as soon as the delivery window wes opened.

Upon breaking the seal and reading the letter, he found
himself requested to “ Please finrd one hundred dollars,” &c.,
with which request he would cheerfully have complied, but for
ore slight circunstance, naely, the absence of the bank-note !

This fact wes apparently accounted for by a postscript,
written in a heavy, rude hand, entirely different from that of
the body of the letter, and reading as follons -—

“ P, S. | have taken the liberty to borrow this money, but I semi
the letter, so that you needn’t blame the man what wrote it.”
(Signed) “ Post-Boy.”

The rifled document wes inmediately shoan to the post
mester, and in his opinion, as well as that of the clergyman,
a daring robbery had been committed.  The latter gentleman
wes advised by the post mester to proceed at once to New



TNK DOUBLE SEAL, 203

York, and confer with the Special Agent, and at the sae tine
to lay dl the facts before the Tost Mester Gereral. Ge did
so, and it wes not long before the Agent had commenced the
investigation of the supposed robbery.

In addition to the postscript appended, the letter bore other
indications of having been tanpered with, which at first sight
wwould seem alnost conclusive on this point.  Upon the envel-
ope were two wafers, differing in ocolor, one partly overlapping
the other, as if they had been put on by different persons at
different times.

Notwithstanding these appearances, there were circumstances
strongly conflicting with the supposition that the letter had
been robbed  The postscript was an unnatural affair, for no
one guiilty of opening a letter for the purpose of appropriating
its contents, would stop to write an explanatory postscript,
especially as such a course would increase the chances of his
own detection.  And in the present instance, there had been
no delay of the letter to allow of such an addition.

By a visit to the dffice where the letter wes mailed, the
Agent ascertained that it must have left immediately after
having been deposited, and the advanced age and excellent
character of the post mester, who mede up the mail on that
occasion, entirely cut off suspicion in that quarter.

An interview wes then held with the clergyman who wit-
nessed the mailing of the letter, and from him were dbtained
the facts already stated.  Concerning the writing of the docu
ment, and its depasit in the letter box in a perfect state, after
the nmoney had been enclosed, he wes ready and willing to
maeke oath, and had he been called upon he would have dore
so in all sincerity and honesty.

In reply to an inquiry whether he used nore manones)rt
of letter paper, he informed me he had had but ore kind in
his study for several months, and at my request, inmediately
brought in several sheets of it A conparison of this with
the sheet upon which the rified epistle had been written,
shoned that the latter was a totally different article from the
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first The shape and design of the stanp, the size of the
sheet, and the shade of the paper, were all unlike. Moreowver,
the wafers used at the bank, where the hundred-dollar note
wes dbtained, and the letter containing it, sealed, were \very
dissimilar to either of those which appeared upon the “ post-
boy” letter.

From the corsideration of all these facts, | was satisfied thet
agross and contentible fraud had been perpetrated by the
writer of the letter, and lost no tine in proceeding to the vil-
lage where that personage lived. | called upon the post nes-
ter and mede some inquiries relative to the character and
pecuniary circunmstances of the person in question  From the
replies made, it appeared, as | have already stated, that his
reputation in conmunity wes good.

I thought it might be possible that in so small a place, 1
could ascertain whether he had lately passed a hundred-dollai
note, as he would have been likely to have dorg, if it wes true
that he had not enclosed it in the New Haven letter.

Calling at the store which received most of his custom |
introduced myself to the proprietor, mede a confidant of him
to some extent, and learmed that the very next day after that
on which the aforesaid letter wes mailed, its author offered
him in payment for a barrel of flour, a hundred-dollar note on
the bank fromwhich a bill of the like denomination had been
obtained, as before-mentioned, in exchange for the “ smal.
trash” The merchant could not then change it, but sent the
flour, and changed a bill which he supposed to be the sang, a
few days afterward

Armed with these irresistible facts, | proceeded to call on
the adventurous deceiver of the clergy, who had attenmpted to
meke one member of that body second his intention tercheat
another. « Insatiate archer! Could not one suffice 7’

“Mr. T--—--- ,” said 1, after some preliminary conversation,
“it's of no use to mince matters. The fact is, you did not
send the noney in that New Haven letter. You offered it the
day after you pretended to il it, at Mr C.’sstore  You sea
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I've found out all about it, 0 | hope you will not deny the
truth in the matter.”

I then gave him his choice, to send the hundred dollars
promptly to his New Haven correspondent, or allow ne to
prove in a public manner, the facts in my possession

Being thus hard pressed, and finding himself comered, he
confessed that he had prepared the letter which wes received
in New naven— postscript, double wafers and all—before he
left home, and that while crossing the street from the bank to
the post-office, he substituted this for the one he wrote in the
clergyman's study! He promised to send the noney, ad
pretended to have suffered severely in his feelings, on account
of this dishonest act.

There is no United States law providing for the punishment
of such an offence, but public opinion and private conscience
meke nicer distinctions than the law can do, and often mete
out a well deserved penalty to those who elude the less subtle
ministers of justice.

In the present instance, the foregoing storywas mede public
by direction of the Post Master Gereral ; and the author of
the trick, unable to sustain the indignation and contenpt of
the community in which he lived, was conpelled to meke a
hasty retreat from that part of the country.

18



CHAPTER XIII.

[owag Offenders— Thirty Years ago—A large Haul—A Ray of Light.

The facts of the folloming case were fumished me by a
gentleman connected with the New York post-office. 1 will
introduce him as the relator of his onn story, taking some
liberty, however, with the phraseology.

It is one of the too nurerous class of cases, of which nere
boys are the heroes, (if the term may thus be perverted)—a
class that is represented in this work, which would otherwise
be inconplete, professing, as it does, to illustrate the various
phases of post-office life, as respects persons of different ages
and conditions. The present narration will show that our oan
times are not the only period fertile in juvenile rascality, but
that the youth of thirty years ago were too frequently set
upon evil.

At the tine when the incidents occurred which | am about
to narrate, (viz. in the year 1826,) it wes the usual practice
in the New York dffice to maeke up the nmoming's mails on the
preceding evening, and to place them upon tables before they
were entered on the “ transcripts,” (sheets or books iu which
oopies of the post-bills are made,) and enclosed in wrapypers.
At this time a boy twelve or thirteen years of age wes em
ployed as assistant to one of the letter carriers, and gererally
arrived at the office at an earlier hour in the noming than the
regular clerks. The nature of his duties made him well ac-

(200)
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quainted with the different species of letters, so that lie could
determine without much difficulty, from its general appear-
ance, whether a letter contained hidden treasures or not

So, by way of beguiling the time before the arrival of the
clerks, or for the sake of a little improving practice, he ore
noming looked over the Eastem mail, which lay spread
before him, and selected a letter addressed by the Cashier of
the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of New York, to the
Cashier of ore of the banks in Boston, containing four thou
sand dollars in bank-notes of one thousand dollars each.

On the discovery.of this “ pile,” the boy lost o time in
“ removing the deposits” to his onn pocket, substituting for
the bank-notes four pieces of paper of an equal size, cut from
wrappers lying on the floor.  He then resealed the letter and
replaced it.  The letter wes forwarded by due course of mail,
and when it was received at the bank, the Cashier discovered
to his dismay that the noney by some jugglery had been conr
verted into brown paper; and the evident marks of breaking
open and resealing, indicated unequivocally that some human
agency had been engaged in working the spell.

Information of the loss wes inmediately corveyed to the
New York dffice, much to the constermation and grief of all
concemed, for this office had been corsidered a nodel ore,
and the clerks had taken pride in sustaining its character, to
say nothing of their onn; and now that suspicion wes throna
anmong them by this daring act of dishonesty, which, from ap-
pearances, must have been conmitted by sone one having
access to the mils, they felt that all confidence in one another,
as well as the confidence of community in them would be
greatly weakened, until the author of the deed should be dis-
covered. It wes suggested, indeed, that the robbery might
have been committed in the Boston office, but circunstances
rather favored the supposition that the guilt rested with New
York.

The Post-Office Department at Washington wes apprised of
the facts in the case, and the attenpts mede to investigate the
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matter elicited a good deal of correspondence, which, honever,
produced no successful result

Among other expedients, intimations were throan out that
a thorough search should be made of the residences and per-
sors of the clerks, although it wes not likely that the thief,
whoever he might be, wes so green as to keep the noney for
such a length of time, in any place where its discovery would
be positive proof against him; and if the search were unavail-
ing, the only result would be the infliction of nortification
upon those who were innocent of the crime.

At this juncture, a ray of light gppeared It westhenas

well as now the practice of the assorting clerks to place the
letters “ missent” and “ overcharged,” in a box by thenselves,
and ore noming a letter of this description wes missent to
this office, directed to Jamaica, L. 1., which wes accordingly
placed in this box. On our retum from breakfast this letter
wes found to be missing. As the boy before mentioned wes
the only occupant of the office during our absence, the dis-
appearance of the letter naturally induced the belief that he
had taken it This second instance of delinquency assumed
a double importance from the fact that the purloiner of this
and the robber of the Boston letter, were in all probability one
and the sanme person.  Every exertion wes therefore made to
bring the truth to light

Ore of the clerks was dispatched to Janmgica to ascertain
whether the letter might not have been sonmehow received at
that office, but his proposed investigations were prevented by
the unofficial behavior of his horse, which, unmindful of the
important business in hand, ran anay, upset the carriage, and
spilt out its contents. The clerk was so much injured as to
be unable to proceed, and therefore returmed without the de-
sired information.

On the next moming, while the ““ drop letters” were being
assorted, this letter was found anong them and wes identified
It had been broken open, examined, resealed, but not robbed
of adraft for a large amount which it contained Near the
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seal were written with apencil the words « Picked up in Vesey
Street.”

The handwwriting wes believed to be that of ihe suspected
boy, and he wes inmediately charged with taking and break-
ing open the letter, which accusation he stoutly denied, but
when he wes assured that we knew his hand, that the words
which he had written on the letter showed conclusively that
he knew something of its whereabouts during its absence,
and that it wes our determination to investigate the matter
thoroughly, his courage gave way, and he confessed opening
the letter, but said he did not meddle with the draft which it
contained, as he could make no use of it

Having thus applied an entering wedge, 1 lost no time in
tuming to account the information already dbtained, which |
hoped would lead to the detection of the person who robbed
the Boston letter. Indeed, 1 wes entirely unprepared to admit
the existence of two such rascals in the New York office, as
such repeated instances of delinquency would imply, and was
quite positive that the boy before me wes the only culprit. |
accordingly said to him, “ Now, Sammuel, | am glad for your
sake that you have confessed your guilt in relation to this let-
ter, and 1 hope you will be equally frank if you have been
doing anything else of a similar nature. 1 strongly suspect
that you robbed the Boston letter that we had so much trouble
about, and if you did, the best thing you can do will be to
confess it.”

« No, sir,” replied he, “ 1 don't know any nore about this
Boston letter than you do, and | haven't touched any letter but
the Jamaica one.”

“ It is useless,” said I, « for you to make such assertiors, in
the face of the probabilities in the case.  You have confessed
that you stole orne letter, and that renders it the nore likely
that you have robed the other.”

“ Perhaps it is likely,” retumed he, “ but | didn't do it.”

“Well,” said I, “ take your choice. If you persist in your
denial, you must meet the consequences, and you know that

*
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this kind of offence is punished severely; but if you will oan
up, | will engage that you shall get off as easily as possible.”

By such corsiderations | firally induced him to acknow
ledge his guilt in relation to the Boston letter, and on being
questioned further, he stated that he still had the bills, and
offered to show ne the place where they were concealed. |
at once started off, acconpanied by him as my guide. We
took a course which soon led us out of the city, and along the
banks of the East River.

The day wes rainy, and a mist overhung the river and the
land. As we plodded along through the mud and wet, the
face of my young companion was shaded with a sadness which
indicated that the external world harmonized in its gloomwith
the little world within.

For myself, 1 must acknonedge that the prospect of re-
establishing lost confidence among my fellovwenrployés in the
post-office, and of putting an end to the suspicion which had
haunted alnost every one, as well as restoring the stolen pro-
perty to its rightful owner, produced in me an exhilaration of
spirits strangely at variance with all that met my eye. But
as we continued to go on and on, with no signs of approach
ing our placc of destination, | began to query with myself,
whether my companion might not contenplate giving me the
slip, after leading me a wildgoose chase. 1 could not see,
indeed, what notive he could have for such a proceeding,
unless he wished to vent his nalice on me as one who had been
prominent in detecting his misdeeds.

But he kept on steadily, till, after going half a mile or so
beyond the old Penitentiary, (a distance of about three miles
from the post-office;) he tumed from the roed and stopped
before an old wooden house, apparently uninhabited.  The ex-
terior shoned sigrns of many years' conflict with the eloments,
in which it had been decidedly worsted Moss had gathered
upon the shingles, and the pairnt, of which there was here and
there a trace, strengthened by a feeble contrast the dark cdor
of the parts from which it had been entirely washed anay
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Sone of the windows were destitute of glass, and probably
senved as a mark for the “ slings and arrons” of passing boys.

We entered the building, whose danp and musty-sirelling
air chilled ne, heated as | wes with my long and fatiguing
walk, and ascending a flight of stairs, the boy unlocked the
door of a room into which | passed by his request. The room
contained no fumiture but half a dozen chairs, a table, and an
old bureau. This last he approached, unlocked, and taking
out entirely one of the drawers, he showed another smaller org,
which was behind the first when that wes in place.  Opening
this, my eyes were refreshed with a sight of the four bills, of
which | immediately took possession, and thinking it well to
see what further discoveries | could make in this terra incog-
nita, | found a little drawer, concealed like the first oe
behind another, and containing two or three hundred dollars
in bills, which the precocious youth confessed to having pur-
loined at different times from dead letters, which were usually
laid out Upon tables while the clerks were making up the deed
letter account. It would seem that the hoy thought no nore
of robbing a dead letter, than do the camp-folloners of plurn
dering dead nmen after a battle.

After examining the bureau as thoroughly as 1 wes able,
and finding no nore of the ill-gotten wealth, 1 asked my com
panion whether he had any nore noney that did not belong
to him, to which inquiry he returmed a negative answer.

The place of concealment wes certainly well chosen, for the
old house would be the last place to which any one would
think of going, who wes in search for anything valuable. It
seermed to ne that it wes a particularly fortunate circunstance
that the discovery was made at this time, for he informed no
that he had been accumulating the norey found in the
bureau with the intention of intrusting it toTiis uncle, for the
purpose of purchasing sonme property in Newburgh.  This
would have been a rather large operation for a youth of his
age! an operation even worthy of some specimens of Young

America at the present day.
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It seemed remarkable to me, as it doubtless hes to the
reacer, that the boy should have such a renote and strange
hidingplace. 1 afterwards leamed that the house, the back
part of which was occupied by a sall family, belonged to an
acquaintance of his, and that he used the room as a place of
rendezvous, with some of his conpanions, and, as we have
seen, as a receptacle for stolen norey.

ITaving acconplished the object of my expedition, | re-
tumed light of heart, though heawy of limb, and conmuni-
cated the facts as soon as possible to the Cashier of the
Farmers’ and Mechanics' Bank, and to the post mester.  The
lad wes at once arrested, tried, and found guilty, but in con
sideration of his youth, and his apparent ignorance of the ex-
tent of his crime, and the recowvery of the property, he wes
sent to the House of Refuge for three years.

The boy's refomstion wes pemanent, as | have been
informed by one who afterwards knew him when he had re-
noved to a distant place, and established a good character.
If this wes so, (which there is no reason to doubt,)) it fur-
nishes an instance of the salutary effects arising from early
detection in a course of crime, especially to those who arc not
yet hardened in iniquity. The whole case, also, shows the
danger of allomng boys, with principles hardly established as
yet, and destitute of that fimmess which habit and persever-
ance bestow, to occupy resporsible stations in large offices,
where the apparent facility for the commission of crine ad
the tenptations offered, too often subvert the honesty which
hes not yet ripened into a second nature.



CHAPTER XIV.

OBSTRUCTIN'« THE MAIL.

A sound Principle—A slow Period—A wholesome Law—* Ahead of
the Mail”—Moral Suasion—Indignant Passengers—Dutch Oaths—

A Smash—Interesting Trial—A rowdy Constable—The Obstruc-
tors mulcted.

The proper adjustment of the various interests, great and
small, which arc involved in the every-day life of a nation like
ours, is a prablem not always very easy of solution, yet one of
vital importance to the well.working of the social mechine.
Indeed, it has ever been an important part of legislation to
determine the relative magnitude of different interests, both
public and private, and to assign to each its proper place in
the scale.

Republican principles require that the less should yield to
the greater—individual convenience to public good. And an
excellent illustration of the practical application of these prin-
ciples by the wisdom of Congress, is found in the provisions
which that body has made to secure the uninterrupted trans-
mission of the nails.

It is unnecessary to enlarge upon the vast inportance of
punctuality in this branch of the public sendee. Time, as
an element in business transactions, is increasing in value in
proportion to the multiplication of devices for obtaiuing the
greatest results possible from each passing noment.  An hour

(21ft)
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in the present year, represents nore—nore business—nore
planning—nore results of various kinds, than did an hour
thirty years since.

To take, for instance, the matter of traveling. The state
of things no longer exists which will permit public convey-
ances to take pretty much their oan time in starting ad in
arriving at their destinations.  That wes a distressingly « slow”
period, when horses were in their glory, and wayside tavens
afforded comforts and luxuries which are poorly replaced by the
eating, or rather devouring department of a rail road depoat,
whore ravenous passengers, like the lsreglites of old, are
obliged to dispatch their repast, girded up for flight, at a no-
ment's notice, instead of comfortably and deliberately sitting
doan under the auspices of “ mine host,” to a meal which de-
senved nore respectful attention than could be given it ina
less space of time than half an hour; the driver, mearmhile,
being easy in his mind on the subject of “ connecting,” ines-
much as he, the connector, felt qute certain that the connectée
would not leave him in the lurch, as -« leeway” of an hour or
two wes alloned, and often required, by the exigencies of
traveling.  But since, by the agency of steam an hour swal-
lons up thirty miles instead of four or five, minutes becomre
correspondingly precious, and the loconmotive infuses somewhat
of its onn energy into every node of progression

The inexorable hand of the railway clock waits not for
dilatory drivers, and maekes no allonances for detention, una-
woidable or otherwise.  Here comes in the application of our
republican principle. If it were in the power of any ore to
delay the progress of the vehicle containing the mail, to suit
his whim or convenience, the public interests would often be
seriously interfered with; and, in order to prevent such con
tingencies, the folloning law wes enacted by Congress —

And fe itfurther enacted, That if any person shall, knowingly and

wilfully, obstruct or retard the passage of the mail, or of any driver
or carrier, or of any horse or carriage, carrying the same, lie shall,
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upon conviction for every such offence, pay a fine not exceeding one
hundred dollars; and if any ferryman shall, hy wilful negligence, or
refusal to transport the mail across any ferry, delay the same, he
ehall forfeit and pay, for every ten minutes that the same shall he
so delayed, a sum not exceeding ten dollars.

It is dbviously right that tho pleasure of an individual
should not weigh for a moment in the balance, with the in-
terests of thousands depending as they do, in a degree, upon
the pronpt transmission of correspondence.  Were al the
consequences of simply impeded delivery of inmportant letters
to he mede known, the record would be a nmelancholy orne
indeed.

In cronded cities especially, through whaose streets the nails
are many times a day conveyed to stearboats and rail road
stations, it is particularly inportant that all dbstacles in their
way should be renroved; and pains have been taken to maeke
the laww on this subject generally understood, so thet at the ap-
proach of the wagon hearing the megie characters nU. S
Mail,” the crond of vehicles which throng the busy streets,
separate to the right and left, and do homage to that supreme
power—the Public Good.

A curioss trial under the law | have cited, wes held in
Boston before the United States Court, about two years since.

It gppears that the regular mail-coach from Worcester to
Barre, left the former place on the aftermoon of January 8,
about half past four, full of passengers, and omanented, as
well as distinguished, by the words “ U. S. Mail,” painted in
conspicuous lettere on both sides of the foot-hoard

The passengers were beginning to devclope those sparks of
sociability which are elicited by the collisions with one an-
other, and the stimulus to the brain resulting from sundry
jolts inseparable from the vicissitudes of stage-coach traveling.
In other words, the coach had proceeded about two miles,
when, arriving at a place where there was sore ascent in the
road, it overtook three one-horse wagorns, which made way for
it to pass. Very soon, howewver, the two occupants of the
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hindnost wagon, (Wwhom we will call Stark and Baker,)
whipped up their steed, and rushed by the coach, like sone
saucy cutter shooting ahead of a seventy-four. After this
denonstration, their horse, having gained four or five rocb o
the coach, subsided into a walk

The correspondingly noderate novements which the driver
of the coach was compelled to adopt, did not very well suit
his views, as the icy roed and his heavy load formed a comrbi-
nation of circumstances which rendered him anxious to meke
all possible speed, in order to fulfil the requirements of the
U. S Mail, as well as those of his passengers. But he wes
obliged to retain his humble position of follower to the wagon,
for the road at that point wes too narrow to admit of passing,
and as no other nmeans of attaining his object were at his com
mand, he proceeded to try the effect of noral suasion.

“ 1 say, you, there,” shouted he to the obstinate couple in
the wagon, who were smoking very much at their ease, and
apparently busily engaged in conversation, « 1 wish youd
drive on faster, or let e go by you.”

« Couldn't do it,” replied the provoking Stark, “ unless
you'll race”

“It’s none of my business to race” retumed the driver;
“dl I want is to go on.”

“Well, let's see you do it, then,” said Stark, checking his
horse still nore, -

They soon came to a wider portion of the road, and the
stage driver attenpted to pass the wagon, but wes foiled by
the dexterous manoceuvring of Stark, who so accurately ad-
justed his notions to those of the stage-coach as to check-mate
its presiding genius.  Upon coming to a still wider place, the
driver outsailed his persevering tormentor, and pushed on at
a rapid rate, say seven knots an hour, indulging the sanguine
hope that he was rid of his Old Man of the Sea  But this
expectation was short-lived, for, on arriving at a cune in the
road, where it was narrow and icy, he wes compelled to
*“ shorten sail,” whereat Stark added wings to his speed, ard









INDIGNANT PASSENGEKS. 217

ran by the coach, directly afterward reining his horse into >«
walk as before.

A succession of similar mancauvres wes kept up till the
coach reached Holden, a distance of three or four miles, and
during this time the facetious Stark, not content with these
highly aggravating proceedings, added insult to injury by per-
sonal reflectio™ on the skill of the driver and the character
of his horses.

« Hallo, youdriver !” shouted he derisively, u why don't jog
drive? |If there's any of your passengers in a hurry, 1 take
‘em on, and tell the folks that you'll be along in the course of
a day or two.”

To this the driver wisely armswered nothing, but his tor-
mentor did not profit by his exanple.  After somre ineffectual
attenpts on the part of the U. S functionary to pass the
wegon, which were foiled as before, Stark again essayed to
beguile the tine with a further display of his cornversational
poners.

*“ Guess your horses ain't very well trained to keep the road,
are they? They seem to go from ore sice to the other as if
they couldn't draw a beeline. May be, though, they are
kinder faint, and that's what mekes ‘cm stagger about so. Il
try 'em”

So saying, he proceeded to gpen a bag which lay in hU
wegon; and, taking from it a handful of oats, he alloned the
horses to cone nearly up to him, when he held out the grain
to them calling « Kjock, Kjock,” as if he was desirous of
enticing them along.

Before this time, the occupants of the coach had becone
anare of what wes going on, and were naturally highly indig-
nant at the imposition practised on them by the audacious
Stark and his fellow conspirator. One irascible gentleman did
not bear the infliction with as much equanimity as his - guide,
philasopher, and friend,” upon the coachrbox; but, every time
that the wagon passed the coach, he popped his head out at
the nearest window, and fired at the enemy avolley of reproachr
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Stark and his fellow corspirator. Ore irascible gentleman did
not bear the infliction with as much equanimity as his * guide,
philosopher, and friend,” upon the coachrbox; but, every time
that the wagon passed the coach, he popped his head out at
the nearest window;, and fired at the enemy avolley of reproach
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ful epithets that could be likened to nothing but the « nino-
comered Dutch oaths,” which on special occasions were wont
to runble through the gullet of William the Testy, at the
hazard of choking that illustrious individual, as we are assured
by the grave and matter-of-fact historian of New York.

The persevering repetition of the provocation at last excited
a degree of rage iu the breast of our peppery friend which
could not be allayed by the expedients we have mentioned,
lie called out, u Driver, | say, stop and let me out, and I'll
see whether this sort of thing will go on much longer.  Why
don't you stop? Do you suppose we are going to stand this
for ever ?  llow the deuse do you think we shall ever get to
Darre, at this rate?”

The driver advised him to keep cool, telling him that very
likely they would get rid of the wagon before long; with
which opinion another of the passengers coincided, who knew
the men, remarking that they belonged in Hubbardston, and
would probably tum off at the road leading to that place.  This
roed wes beyond Holden, where the coach stopped at the pub-
licchouse. Here the men in the wagon came up, and expressed
a wish to exchange their horse for the four coach+horses, pro-
vided sufficient “ boot” were offered them  To this inperti-
nence the driver nmade no reply; but the fiery passenger inti-
mated to them that, if they would come within his reach, he
would give them 100t enough to make their accounts foot up
even

After leaving the nail, the coach started out of Holden,
preceded by the wagon, which dodged back and forth along
the road as heretofore.  They passed the Hubbardston road,
but the men did not tum off; and, about a mile from Rutland,
they mede that once-too-often attermpt which such mischievous
individuals usually nmake somewhere along their course. The
patience of the muchrenduring driver had become firally
exhausted; and, as the annoying wagon wes in the act of
pessing him, at a rather narrow place in the road, he drove
on without particular reference to that vehicle, and experi-
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mentally tested the relative strength of the fore wheel of the
coach and the body of the wagon. The latter structure wes
« nowhere/" or, to speak nore accurately, it wes resolved into
its original elements; while the aforesaid wheel rolled anay
uninjured, bearing its share of the triumphant passengers.

The occupauts of the smashed vehicle survived the « wreck
of matter  whether with awhole skin or not, does not appear,
as the personal knowledge of the driver, as stated on the trial,
wes summed up in the words, = tieft 'em there!”

In consequence of the proceedings which have been
described, the coach arrived at Barre an hour and a quarter
behind the time.

It having been thought advisable to prosecute these men for
obstructing the muail, a suit was brought against them in the
U. S. District Court of Massachusetts.

The evidence on the part of Government went to show that
they must have known the character of the coach: that it car-
ried the nail, for the words “ U. S. Mail” were conspicuously
painted on the coach; and the sign “ Post-Office” wes up at
the place in Holden where the nail wes taken out, and where
they saw the eoadli stop. Also the men were known by sight
to sonme of the passengers, and one of them had been a stage-
coach proprietor, and the other had driven acoach.  Indeed,
one of the passengers, while they were at Holden, addressed
Baker, whom he knew;, by name, and told him “ he should
think that he had been in the stage business long enough to
know better.”

The passengers were unaninous in considering the case as
clearly ore of wilful detention.

The testinony for the defence wes rather lanme. The post
mester at Rutland testified that the mail from Worcester wes
due at 7 P. M., though he had known it three-quarters of an
hour later. He thought it arrived, on the evening in question,
at 5 minutes past 7; but could not say certainly that the 8th
of January wes the night when the mail arrived at that tinme,
though he had no doubt of it, nor had he looked at his register
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since that night.  In short, his evidence anounted to a rough
guess, which could make o inpression on the Gibraltar of
opposing testinony fumished by a coach full of passengers, as
well as other witnesses.

Another witness for the defence testified that Stark's horse
wes « smoothrshod,” with the view of establishing the estreme
improbability of the alleged performances, as the road wes icy,
and rapid notion therefore hazardous to an animal thus shod.
But, as the quadruped in question wes shown actually to have
dore the thing, this ingenious theory wes set aside, although
aslur wes thus cast upon Mr. Stark's character as a prudent
driver.

But the cronning shame of Stark's delinquency corsisted in
the fact that he wes constable and tax-collector of the toan of
Hubbardston.  History is not without instances of nonarchs
and athers high in authority, who have descended to the indul-
gence of freaks inconsistent with the dignity of their station;
and Shakspeare has inmortalized the frolics of Prince Henry.
But neither historian nor poet hes hitherto heen able to record
of a constable and tax-gatherer that ho amused hinself with
maliciously driving a smoothrshod horse, so s to obstruct the
progress of the United States Mail.

This man, set to be “ a terror to evil-doers” should have
been aterror to hinself; indeed wc may conceive of him as
smitten with compunction, and arresting himself—Stark the
constable tapping hinself on the shoulder. At least he should
have arrested his onn progress, before he fell from his high
estate, and degererated from a corstable into an unlucky
buffoon

The questions for the jury were, Hrst, Did these nmen db-
struct the United States Mail? And, secondly, Did they do
s0 knowingly and wilfully? I they did so obstruct the mil,
then as a man is presuned in lawto intend what is the natural
and necessary consequence of bis acts, in the absence of con
trolling testinony otherwise, the inference wonld inevitably
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follow; that their conduct in this affair wes the result of u ne
lice aforethought.”

They were both convicted, and sentenced as follows,— Stark,
the driver of the wagon, to a fire of thirty dollars, and Baker
to a fire of fifteen; thus footiug up the pretty little sum of
forty-five dollars for their evening's diversion, besides the de
struetion of their wagon, which wes taken into the account in
determining the anmount of the fiues.

Thus ended this piece of folly, the record of which it is
hoped will serve as a waming to any who may be disposed to
try similar « tricks upon travelers,” since they might not get
off as easily as did the pair of worthies, whaose brilliant exploit
wve have briefly sketched. *
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CHAPTER XV.

J1 dangerous Mail Koute—Wheat Bran—A faithful Mail Carrier
—Mail Kobber shot—A “ Decxl-bead” Passenger.

An old Offender— Fatal Associate—Robbery and Murder— Conviction
and Execution—Capital Punishment.

Traveling in Mexico— Guerillas—Paying over— The Robbers routed—
A “ Fine Young English Gentleman” —The right stuff.

In the early annals of our country, many instances of nil
robbery are found, some of which occasioned the display of
great intrepidity and dating, as the perusal of the follonmng
pages will show,

While the country wes yet thinly settled, and the mails were
transported on horseback, or in different kinds of vehicles, from
the gig to the stace-coaeh. often through extensive forests, which
afforded every facility for robbery, the office of stage driver or
mail carrier wes no sinecure.  Resolute nmen were required for
this service, who on an emergency could handle a pistol aswell
as awhip.

Sonme thirty or forty years ago, a mail-coach ran in the
northem part of the state of New York, through the fanous
« Chateaugny woods.”  The forest was many miles in extent,
and common fame and many legends gave it the reputation of
a nated place for freebooters and highmaymen.

One nmoming the stage driver on this route had occasion to
examine his pistols, and foumi, instead of the usual charge,
that meyv\ere loaded with wheat bran! A daring villain
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Lad, through an acconplice, thus disanmed the driver, prepar-
atory to waylaying him  He drew the charges, clearned the
weapors, and carefully loaded them with powder and hall.

That aftermoon he nounted his stage for his drive through
the Chateaugay woods. There wes not a passenger in his
wvehicle.  Whistling as he went, he “ cracked up” his leaders,
and drowve into the forest  Just about the centre of the woods
a man sprang out from behind a tree, and seized the horses by
the bit.

“ 1 say, driver,” said the footpad, with consummate coolness,
“ 1 want to take a look at that nmail.”

“ Yes, you do, no doubt, want to overhaul my nails,” replies
the driver; “ but 1 can't be so free, unless you show me your
commission I'm driver here, and |1 never give up my nails
except to ore regularly authorized.”

“ 0, you don't, eh ? well, here’'s my authority,” shoning the
butt of a large pistol partly concealed in his bosom  “ Now
disnount and bear a hand, my fire fellow;, for you see 1've got

“Yes, and so'we |,” says the driver, instantly leveling his
own trusty weapon at the highwayrman.

“0 ! youwon't hurt nobody, 1 guess; 1've seen boys playing
soger before now.”

“ Just drop those reins,” says the keeper of Uncle Sam's
mail bags, “ or take the consequences.”

“0 I nowyour'e joking, my fire lad! but come, look alive,
for I'm in a hurry, it's nearly night.”

A sharp report echoed through the forest, and the disciple
of Dick Turpin lay stretched upon the ground.  One groan and
all wes over. The ball had entered his tenple.

The driver lifted the body into the coach, drove to the next
stopping place, related the ciiminstanccs, and gave hinself up
A brief examination before s megistrate resulted in his
acquittal, and highmaymen about the Chatteaugay woods learmed
that pistols might be dangerous weapors, even if they were
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loaded with wheat bran, provided they were in the hands of
x who knew how to use them

Ancther exciting case occurred near Utica, early in the
present century, when Western and Northem New York wes
a wildermess.

An old rogue, who had long been steeped in crime, finding
his companions nearly all gone— the prisors and gallons having
claimed their onn—and his material resources nearly ex-
hausted, sought for a profitable alliance. He succeeded in
getting into familiarity with a very young nman, son of agentle-
man of standing and reputation, aworthy citizen and an honest
men  These two laid their plars for robbing the meil.  Conr
siderable sums of noney were known to pass constantly in the
great mail running East and West.

Watching their opportunity, they stopped the coach ore
night when there were no passengers. The driver wes bold
and faithful to his charge, and made a stout resistance.  They
tied him to atree, and opened the mail. Fearing detection
and not dbtaining much nmoney, the veteran villain drew his
pistol and shot the poor driver.  As in nost criminal transac
tions, fortune went against the perpetrators.  They were both
taken, and sufficient evidence being produced, they were sen-
tenced to be hanged.

Though there was but one opinion as to the comparative
culpability of the two individuals, no one could say but that
both were equally guilty, in a legal sernse, of the murder. Out
of respect to the parents of the young man, great efforts were
mede to dbtain a pardon, but they were unsuccessful.

Both the sentences were carried into execution.  The cir-
cunstance gave rise to a thorough discussion of the policy, the
humanity, and the right orwrong of Capital Punishment. One
of the nost powerful arguments ever mede against the death
Deralty, wes written by the father of the younger criminal,
and obtained a wide circulation in panmphlet form
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In the summer o1 1851, a company of travelers were seated
in the nmail stage that runs from Mexico to Vera Cruz.  Ma-
rauding parties of guerillas had often stopped the mail, and
when practicable, robbed the passengers.  Sonetimes retum:
ing Califormians, and other travelers, gave these freebooters a
rather warm reception

On the present occasion there were but three or four pes-
sengers, somre of whom were anred with smell revolvers.  Sud-
denly a party of mounted guerillas appeared, nearly a dozen in
number, and at once stopped the coach and ordered the pas
sengers out

Either from fear or collusion, the drivers never interfere, but
remain reutral.  Probably, if they resisted, their lives would
pay the forfeit The passengers, supposing there was no hope
of escape but to give up their watches and money, commenced
“ paying over.”

A young English gentleman in one cormer of the coach,
immediately took up a double-barreled gun and shot the villain
at the door of the coach, and then with the other barrel billed
another of the party, by shooting him off his horse.  He then
drew a revolver, and jumped out The other travelers con
cluded, like Wellington's resene at Waterloo, that they might
as well “ up and at 'em,” and, quite unprepared for such a
reception, the freebooters—the surviving ones—fled with pre-
cipitation. The papers resounded with the praises of - this
fine young English gentleman, all of the nodermn time.”

His father was a distinguished menber of Parliament, and
soon had the pleasure of nmeeting his son, who had been abroad
and shown that he was mede of the right kind of stuff for a
traveler in a dangerous courtry.



CHAPTER XVI.

The tender Passion— Barnum's Museum—Little Eva—The Boys in &
Box—The Bracelet—Love in an Omnibus— Losses explained.

As Shakspeare, after having displayed Falstaff in his ordi-
nary character of rascal and ronady in general, represented him
as a “ lower sighing like fumace,” sowc, in the course of our
'mescardes anmong juvenile delinquents, find that they are
soretines the victins of what they corsider the tender pes
sion. And the ardor excited in their breasts is not always
innocent in its effects, but, as in the case of « children of an
older gronth,” sometines leads to the commission of heinous
crime, as is exenplified in the instance we are about to relate.

While the drama of © Uncle Tom's Cabin” was running at
that Museum of Natural and Unnatural History, conmonly
called Barnunis, four boys, the eldest apparently about four-
teen years of age, were observed night after night occupying a
stage-box in the theatre attached to that establishment, and
watching, with admiring eyes, the novenents of the young
lady who represented « Little Eva.” Boys are gregarious in
their loves and hates, and it appeared that in the present
instance, the three younger ones were not smitten with the
aforesaid darrsel, per sc, but sinply as friends or satellites of
their older companion, accomparying him in that capecity, to
encourage him, and witness his hoped-for triunph owver the
heart of the young actress, and possibly for the sal(<5.\206f) sharing
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iu the “ treats” of various kinds which he dispensed to favored
ones with a lavish hand

Not content with sighing at a distance for the object of his
affections, and on one occasion making a decided denmonstra:
tion, by throning a gold bracelet upon the stage, intended to
encircle her arm the enmanored youth often watched for his
charmer as she descended from the world of imegination to
that of real life—from the theatrical stage to that humble,
but useful vehicle, an omnibus; and having ascertained which
one wes irradiated by her presence, he medly rushed after,
and purchased, with the slight outlay of a sixpence, the en
rapturing consciousness of being included within the narrow
walls that held the mistress of his heart

But - the course of true love never did run snooth.”  Sone-
times unfeeling parents obstruct ; sonetinmes « NO” is a decided
obstacle; but neither of these wes the inmrediate cause of the
rough “ course” in the present instance. It does not appear
that our stricken youth had ever approached near enough to
his “ bright particular star” to admit of any confidential dis-
closure of the state of his feelings, much less had he opened
any negotiations with the “ powers that be.” The rocks on
which he split were, the manager of the Museum and a police
officer!

When the reader is informmed that the lad in question was
not the sou of wealthy parents, and had, or ought to have had
no other pecuniary resources than those which he derived
from his occupation in the enploy of a bookseller, he will
readily conjecture whence care the noars for the indulgence
of such extravagance and folly as have been described  Such
an unusual occurrence as the hiring of a stage box by a boy,
for several nights in succession (the expense of which wes five
dollars a night), attracted the attention and the suspicions of
the manager of the Museum who sent for the police, and on
searching the boys, an enpty envelope, addressed to + S------
si Co., Fulton Street,” the enployers of our precocious young
gentleman, was found uypon his person It wes then ascer-
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tained that S---—-- & Co. had recently lost several noney-letters,
and the hoy, being the person who took the letters out of the
post-office for the finrm had appropriated the nmoney to his oan
use. He wes tried before the United States Court, and sert
to the House of Refuge, where, it is to be hoped, he was cured
of indulging bis boyish whim at the expense of his enrployer’'s
noney and his oan character.



CHAPTER XVII.
DETACIIED INCIDENTS.

Bank Letter lost—The Thief decoyed—Post-Office at Midnight-
Climbing the Ladder— An exciting Moment—Queer Place of Deposit

A Post Master in Prison—Afflicted Friends—Sighs and Saws—Tho
Culprit's Escape—Illow it was done—A cool Letter—A Wife's
Offering.

Moral Gymnastics— Show of Honesty—Unwelcome Suggestion.

“ A hard road to travel’—Headed by a Parson—Lost Time made up
—A Male overhauled.

The Invalid Wife—The Announcement— A touching Incident.

During the whole of the author’'s official career, he has
never been brought into physical conflict with any one, nor
exposed to any great danger in the discharge of his duties.
These duties have seldom called him to undergo “ moving
accidents by flood and field,” excepting so far as severe
weather, dangerous roads, fractious horses, or some other of
the inconveniences and perils incident to the different modes
of traveling, might be classed under that head.

An incident, however, once occurred while 1 was engaged in
investigating a case of depredation, which may be worthy of
record here, as it is not devoid of a certain picturesqueness,
even aside from the extremely interesting circunmstance (to
me) that my head, for a short time, seemed to be in imminent
danger.

The case referred to wes that of the loss of a letter con-
taining six hundred dollars, posted by the cashier of a
Northern bank.  The person, (a post-office clerk,) whom |
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suspected of being the robber, wes detected in taking a decoy
letter which wes placed in his office after the loss of the one
first mentioned. On the strength of this, 1 boldly charged
him with the first loss, and irsisted that he should restore the
noney. After the usual assertion of innocence, and soe
derur, he intimated to me that the spoils were hidden some-
where in the post-office

This interviewwes held in the directors’ room of the bank
which had suffered the loss, and | immediately proposed that
we should go ower to the office and get the noney.  Accord-
ingly we proceeded thither. It wes then after midnight
As soon a3 we entered, my conpanion locked the door behind
us, and preceded me, with a lantem in his hand. A remark
which | made respecting the lonely appearance of a post-office
at that time of night, drew from him nothing but a sullen
assent, which put an end to any further conversational efforts
on ny part.

The room (or rather recess) in which he lodged, wes over
that part of the dffice devoted to the public, a space in front
of the boxes, and access was had to it by means of a ladder
inside the office.

The clerk rapidly ascended this ladder and 1 folloned clasely
behind, without a word being spoken by either of us. The
apartent, besides the ordinary fumiture of a lodging-room
contained a few shelves of books, indicating sone pursuit nore
creditable to their onrer than those which had rendered ny
interference with them necessar}. | had before been told
that he wes somewhat diligent in the cultivation of his intellect.

Setting down his lantem upon the table, he reached up
and took down a rifle which wes suspended to the wall, directly
ower his bed, afit emblem for one engaged inrifting the nails.

Although the rmoodiness which he had displayed during
our intercourse that evening, had not surprised e, yet 1 waes
by no means prepared to expect that he would resort to such
extreme neasures as his novenents seened to indicate.

I was uncertain what to do.  “ The better part of valor”
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being - discretion,” it wes by no means clear whether this
sare discretion required ne to rush upon him, or to meke a
precipitate retreat doan the ladder, or to jump and disappear
in the darkness beloww  There wes evidently no tinme to lose,
for the deadly weapon wes already pointed in my direction,
and its desperate owner wes fumbling about the stock; as if, in
the dim light, he could not essily find the lock

Springing tonards himrl seized the rifle by the barrel,
remarking, that 1 wished he would not tum the muzzle upon
me, and then | sawwhat he wes attempting to do. He had
cranmed the stolen notes into the *“ patchbos” of the rifle,
and wes endeavoring to get them out, which he could not
readily effect as they were tightly wedged in. 1 cheerfully
wvolunteered to assist him, and by our united efforts, the debt
wes discharged instead of the rifle! In atherwords, 1 recovered
the identical bank-notes, deposited in the office by the cashier
several weeks previously, all in one hundred dollar bills.

The evidence fumished.by the “ patch-box,” wes of course
anply sufficient to convict the depredator, had other proof
been wanting, and he wes recently sentenced to ten years
imprisonnent in the State Prison.

An ingeniowsly planned and successfully executed escape
of a mail rodber from prison, occurred in Troy, New York, less
then a year ago.

This person had held the office of post mester in a place of
some note in the Northem part of New York. He wes aman
of education, and connected by birth and marriage with some
of the nost respectable and influential families in that part
of the State, and in the Province of Canada

These favorable circunstances, however, did not prevent
him from becoming seriously embarrassed in his pecuniary
affairs, by which he wes led, in an evil hour, to resort to il
depredations, continuing them until this course waes cut short
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by bis detection and arrest.  As he failed to give the requisite
bail, he was thronn iuto prison to anait his trial, which was
to take place in the course of a few weeks.

As the efforts which he and his friends had nmede to secure
the intervertion of the Post Mester General for postponing
the trial were unavailing, and the direct and positive proof
against him made it certain that he would be doored to at
least ten years imprisonment at hard labor, the desperate
expedient of breaking jail seemed to be the only hook left to
haDg a hope upon

He occupied a large room adjoining that of the notorious
murderess Mrs. Robinson, and had for his roomimate a person
who had been committed for sonme minor offence.

He wes frequently visited by his relations, whose high
respectability exenpted them from the close examination
which should have been mede by the jailor, to ascertain that
they carried no contrabband articles on their persors.  Respect-
ahility in this case, as in many others, served as a cloak to
devices from which rascality derived nore benefit than the
cause of justice.

These afflicted friends, in the course of their visits, con
trived to supply the prisoner with the tools necessary to enable
him to efTact his escape from - durance vile”  Sighs and
sans, regrets and ropes, anguish and augers, were mingled
together, supplying both consolation for the past and hope for
the future.

The time selected for the escape wes a Sabbath night.  The
first thing discovered by the jailor on the next moming, wes
a rope suspended from a back-hall window in the second story,
and reaching to the ground, the window being open. On
ascending the stairs, he found in the partition separating the
mail robber's room from the hall, an opening about large
enough to admit of the egress of a small person; and on
entering the room but one occupant appeared, who wes fast
asleep; but the mail robber wes gore.

It was with the utmost  difficulty that the sleeper could be
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aroused.  He was evidently under the influence of sone power-
ful narootic, as wes fully shown by his replies to the interro-
gatories of the jailor after he had sufficiently recovered from
his stupefaction to understand what wes said to him

His story wes, that on the previous evening ho wes com
plaining of a severe cold, whereupon his sympathizing room:
mete remarked that he had some medicine that wes just the
thing for such conplaints, and offered to give him a dosg, if
he wished to try it.  To this the unsuspecting victim of sharp
practice assented; and the amateur “ M. H.” measured out a
quautity sufficient for the purpose intended, first pretending
to swallow a dose hinself, in order to convince his patient
that the medicine wes perfectly safe.

One of the last things that the patient remenbered on the
night in question, was that about eleven o clock he wes affected
by a very drowsy sensation which he could not overcome, and
that he lay doan on his bed to sleep.  About this time his
attending physician canme to him and inquired *“ howhe felt;”
to which he replied, “ very sleepy.” His benevolent friend
assured him that this was a “ favorable sign,” and asserted
further that he would be “all right by moming.” At the
sare tine showing his solicitude for his companion's comfort
by taking the pillow from his onn bed and placing it under
his head

The cause of these phenonmena stood revealed, in the shape
of a vial labeled “ Laudanum” which wes found upon a
table in the room Near it lay a note addressed to the jailor,
of which the follomng is a copy.

Sunday Night.
Dear Sir,

Intelligence of a very discouraging nature, informing me that my
approaching trial is not to be postponed on any account, impels me to
make my way out of this place to-night.

Before doing so, however, | have to thank you for your kindness to
me. | am also indebted to Dr. M. for his attention to my comfort,
and | regret that interests of the highest importance require me to
take a step which may lead some people to find fault with you. All
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that | can say about that is, that | have been fortunate in eluding
your vigilance as a public officer.
Tho effects | leave behind me should be sent by express to my

friends in P------ , who no doubt will pay all expenses incurred by me
while | was with you. Any letters coming here may be forwarded to
me at P------ , that is, after waiting a week when my brother is to bo

at that place.

With arenewal of my acknowledgments for your goodness, | remain
Kcespectfully yours,

Nn. C. N.
To J. Price, Esq., Sheriff, &c.

Among the “ effects,” left behind, were sundry sawns, files,
ad chisels of the best workemanship and materials;, a large
roll of putty, to have been used in concealing the sawmarks,
in case a second night’s labor had been required; and avalise
containing a variety of books, wearing apparel, and letters
received from his friend during his corffinement.  One of them
wes from his wife, a young, lovely, and acconplished worman.
It is full of love, devotion, and Christian resignation, and ends
as follons - —

“ The dear baby is quite well, and is growing finely every day.
She is a dear, beautiful child. Oh that God may keep herfor us both,
for she will make us so happy, she binds us so closely together.

“ Here are some lines which | have preserved for some time. They

have often comforted me, and | hope your feelings are such that they
may comfort you.”

* GOD'S WAY IS BEST.”

This blessed truth | long have known,
So soothing in its hopeful tone—
Whate'cr our trials, cares and woes,
Our Father’'s mercy freely flows—e
That on his bosom we may rest,

For God is good, “ Ilis way is best,"

Trouble without and grief within,

Are the sure heritage of sin;

And €’'en affection’s voice may die

In the last quivering, gasping sigh;

But what though death our souls distress,
"Twere better thus—* God's way is best.”
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Misfortune’s dark and bitter Llight

May fall upon us like the night ;

Our souls with anguish may be torn

When we are called o’er friends to mourn,
But what assursnce doubly blest,

To feel that all “ God’'s ways are best.”

Yes, glorious thought! in yonder sky
Are joys supreme which never die—
That when our earthly course is run,
We'll live in regions of the sun;

And there, upon the Savior’s breast,
We'll sing for aye, “ God's way is best.”

It was a doctrine advanced by Mahomet, that all nen after
death were obliged to cross a fiery gulf, upon a bridge as nar
row as a single hair. The good always succeeded in effecting
their passage safely, while the wicked were precipitated into
the depths below

This idea might be extended to the present life, by way of
illustrating the difficulties which beset those who follow a
criminal course, and attempt to conceal the fact from the eyes
of others. A step too far, or not far enough, this way or that,
is sufficient to cause them to slip, and this kind of tight-rope
balancing is a species of noral gymnastics, in the execution
of which few are successful.

A specimen of this was once furmished me hy a post mester
against whom serious conplaints had been made to the Depart-
ment, but who wes not anare of the existence of such charges.
In the course of several interviews which 1 held with him, |
gave him not the renotest hint that | suspected his integrity,
yet (probably on the principle of taking medicine when ore is
well, or thinks he is, in order to be better) ho resorted to
several somewhat original expedients to establish a character
for honesty in my estimation.

The nost striking of these was the folloning .—
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As | entered the vestibule of the dffice one day, he pretended
to pick up a ten dollar note from the floor.

After the usual moming salutation, he said,

« 1 amin luck, this moming. 1 just picked up here a ten
dollar bill, and I mustsee if 1 can't find the owner < and ho
forthwith proceeded to write a flaming placard, announcing
the finding of ““ asum of money” outside the delivery window
and to post it in a conspicuous placc.

His singular manner, however, while speaking of the noney,
and while engaged in draning up the notice, attracted my
attention, and | becane strongly inpressed with the belief that
the whole affair wes ore of those silly devices which arc as
effectual in preventing the detection of those who enploy them,
as is the device of the ostrich, in biding his head under his
wing, to conceal him from his pursuer.

It occurred to e, after a little reflection, that 1 had seen a
well-known merchant in the place hand the post mester a ten
dollar note the day previous, iu payment for postage stamps.
This fact wes confinrmed by inquiries which 1 nmade of the
merchant, who further informed nme that he could recognise
the bill if he should see it again, from the initials which it
bore of a correspondent, who had sent it to him by nail a few
days before. Having ascertained what these initials were,
(“C F.,”) | took occasion to examine the note, (Which the
post nester had rather ostentatiously laid aside in a drawer, to
be ready for the owner Whenever he should claimit,) and found
the “C. P.” upon it

After the notice of the finding had been posted some twenty-
four hours without the appearance of any claimant, 1 suggested
to the nhonest finder, by way of annoying him a little in retum
for his attenmpted deception, that as the noney wes found
within the post-office limits, the Department would probably
require that it should pess into the United States Treasury, in
the sane way as funds contained in dead letters for which o
owners can be found

This view of the case did not seem to strike him favorably.



PROVOKING INTERRUPTION. 237

He looked blank, but attenpted to pess it off as a joke, by
saying that he didn't know that the post-office wes a dead
letter.

The next noming the placard had disappeared, and the
post nmester informed me that a stranger had called late on the
evening before, who clained and described the bill, and to
whom it wes accordingly surrendered !

The termination of this case fully confimed my opinion of
the post mester’s double-dealing in relation to this affair.

It sometines happers that the ends of justice are best
secured by alloning criminals to go on for a tine unnolested
in their course, and even by affording them facilities for the
commission of offences, which will be to them as snares and
pitfalls. When mears like these are adopted for the detection
of crime, a temporary check to the gperations of the suspected
persons, from whatever cause arising, creates somre additional
trouble and anxiety to thase who are endeavoring to ferret out
the evil-doer, and provokes a degree of exasperation tonard
his unconscious alettor.

Such an untimely interference with plans carefully laid, and
carried out at a considerable expense of time and effort, once
occurred while the author wes attempting to bring to light an
unscrupulous  depredator, in whose detection the public wes
much interested, as many had suffered by the loss of noney
sent through his office

I had been hard at work for aweek in pursuing this investi-
gation, having for the third tine passed decoy letters over the
road on which the suspected office wes situated, (the road being
ore of the roughest kind, about forty miles in length, and
very muddy,) and wes flattering myself that that day's work
would enable e to bring my labors to a conclusion satisfactory
to the public and myself, if not to the delinquent, when my
hopes were, for the time, dashed to the ground by the innocent
hand of the village parson
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And it happened in this wise —

The nail carrier wes instructed to throw iff his mail, &3
usug], at the suspected office, and to remain outside, in order
to afford the post mester a good opportunity for the lepetition
of the offence which he wes supposed to have committed, the
Agent being all the tine amile or two in advance, in ano-
ther vehicle, impatiently waiting to leam the result of his
MBNoALMIES,

As the part of the road where | wes stationed, wes in the
midst of woods, and the carrier had no passengers, no particular
caution wes needed in conducting the conversation, and before
my assaciate had reached me, he called out,

“ 1 guess you'll have to try it again ; the Dominie wes there
and helped to overhaul the nail to-day.”

The sportsman, who, having just got a fair sight at the bird
which he has been watching for hours, beholds it, startled by
sore blunderer, flying off to “ parts unknown;” the angler,
who, by uwearied painstaking, having alnost inveigled a
“ nonarch of the pool” into swalloning his hook—sees a stone
hurled by some careless hand, descending with a splash, and
putting an end to his fishy flirtation—these can imagine nmy
feelings when the mail carrier mede the above announcement.

« Confound the Dominie,” involuntarily exclaimed 1, « why
couldu't he mind his oan business?”

I examined the mail bag, but nothing wes missing except
the matter that properly belonged to that office.

But at the next trial, the parishioner did not have ministerial
aid in opening his mail, and accordingly, probably by way of
indermifying himself for his forced abstinence, he not only
seized the decoy package, but several others.

The folloning day, instead of overhauling the mail, he wes
himself thoroughly overhauled by an United States Marshal.

A post mester of such weak virtue, should hire a *“ dominie”
by the year, to stand by and help him resist the devil, during
the process of opening the mails.



THE INVALID WIFE. 230

Not the least painful of the various duties connected with
the detection of crime, is the sometines necessary one of
revealing a husband's guilt to his wife.

| anticipated a severe trial of my feelings in making such a
disclosure during the progress of a recent inportant ease where
the nail robber wes in possession of a mail-key by nmearns of
which he had committed extensive depredations. He wes at
length detected, and has lately ertered upon a ten years' term
in the State Prison.

On his arrest he manifested much solicitude for his wife,
fearing that the intelligence of his situation would overpower
her. * She isin feeble health at best,” said he, “ and 1 am
afraid this will kill her.”

It wes necessary, however, that 1 should see her in order
to get possession of soe funds, a part of the proceeds of the
robberies, which her husband had committed to her keeping.
Fumished with a written order from the prisorer, and leaving
him in the Marshal's custody, | proceeded to call on tho
invalid, racking my brains while on the way to her residence,
for some nmode of communicating the unpleasant truth which
should disclose it gradually, and spare her feelings as much as
possible.

On my arrival at the boardinghouse, the note wes sent to
the lady's room It read as follons .—a

My dear Susan :
Will you Land to the bearer a roll of bank-notes which I left with

you.
Edwin.

The lady soon made her appearance.  She was young, rather
prepassessing, and evidently in delicate health.  Finding that
I wes the bearer of the note, she addressed me, expressing
great surprise that her husband had sent a request so unusual ;
and with an air of independence observed that she did not
« knowv abgut paying over money under such circunstances to
an entire stranger.”
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Desiring not to nortify her unnecessarily by making expla-
nations in the presence of athers, 1 requested her to step into
a vacant room near at hand, and after closing the door, 1 said
in a low tone,

“It is an extrenmely painful thing for me, Mrs. M------ ,
but as you do not seem inclined to conply with your husband's
order, | must tell you plainly that the noney wes taken from
the mails by him  There is no mistake about it. He has had
a mail-key which | have just recovered, and has made a full
acknowledgment of his nunerous depredations. 1 beg of you
to bear this dreadful rews with fortitude. No ore will
think less of you on acoount of b dishonest conduct.”

I expected to see the poor woman faint inmediately, and
had mentally prepared myself for every enmergency, but, a
moment after, 1 should have been nore likely to have fallen
into that condition, if astonishment could ever produce such
an effect, for as soon as | had finished what |1 waes saying, she
stood, if possible, more erect than before, and with sone fire
in her eye, and one arm ‘akimbo,” she replied in a spirited
mMenner,

“Well, if he has dore that, he’'s a darmid fool to own it
— 1 wouldn't I”

She gave up the noney, however, soon after, and although
the recklessness displayed in the speech abowve quoted seemed
to meke it probable that she was inplicated in her husband's
quilt, it afterwards appeared that this exhibition of “ spunk”
wes due to the impulses of a high-spirited and excitable nature,
which sometines, as in the present instance, broke anay from
control, and went beyond the bounds of decorum Such an
ebullition of pession indicated, in her case, a less degree of
noral laxity than it would have shoan in one differently con
stituted.

In a subsequent examination of their apartment in search of
other funds and missing drafts, a touching incident occurred,
strikingly displaying, when taken in connection with the
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outbreak just nmentioned, the lights as well as shades of an Kn+
pulsive character.

During this examination, it became necessary to investigate
the contents of awellfilled trunk, and this was dore by the
lady herself, under my supervision. After several layers of
wearing apparel had been taken out, she suddenly paused in
her work, and wiped anay a falling tear, as she gazed into the
trunk Thinking that some important evidence of her hus-
band's crimes wes lurking beneath the gaments remaining,
and that her hesitation wes owing to reluctance on her part to
be instrumental in convicting him, 1 reached forward and wes
about to continue the examination myself, when she interposed
her arm and said sobbingly,

“Those are the little clothes of our poor baby—they
haven't been disturbed since his death, and 1 can't bear to
nove them”

A second glance into the trunk confinred her sad story, for
there were the little shoes, scarcely soiled, the delicately em-
broidered skirts and waists—all the apparel so familiar to a
nother's eye, which, in its grieving remenbrance of the
departed child,

* Stuffs out bis vacant garments with his form.”

A similar affliction had taught me to appreciate the sacred-
ness of such relics, and | waited in sympathizing silence,
until she could command her feelings sufficiently to continue
the search

She soon resured it, and the contents of the trunk were
thoroughly examined, yet none of the lost valuables were
found therein.

21



CHAPTEK XVIII.

FRAUDS CARRIED ON THROUGH THE MAILS.

Sad Perversion of Talent—Increase of Roguery—Professional Mc¢n
euffer—Young America at the “ Bar”—Papers from Liverpool—
The Trick successful—A legal Document—Owning up— A careless
Magistrate— Letters from the Uuduped.

Victimizing the Clergy—A lithograph Letter—Metropolitan Sermons
— An up-town Church—A Book of Travels—Natural Reflections—
Wholesome Advice.

The Seed Mania—Strong Inducements—Barnes’ Nates—*“ First rate
Notice” — Farmer Johnson—W ethersfield outdone—Joab missing.

“ Gift Enterprise”—List of Prizes—The Trap well baited—Evading
the Police—The Scrub Race.

An incalculable amount of talent is perverted to dishonest
purposes, thereby becoming a gift worse than useless to its
possessors, and a fruitful source of evil to the community.
Such misermployed ability is like the “ staff of life,” tumed by
a magic worse than Egyptian, into the serpent of deathh  And
the brilliancy which surrounds the successful development of
soe deep-laid plan of knavery—the admiration which it invol-
untarily excites, in the mind even of those who abhor the
deed, and conderm the cunning designer, render such misdi-
rected powers doubly dangerous, by exciting in the weak-
minded and evil-disposed a desire to emulate such wonderful
achievenrents, and to beconme notorious, if they cannot nmeke
thermselves farmous.

(242)
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It cannot be deuied that a considerable degree of talent is
requisite to insure success, even in a course of knaveryj and
by success | nmean nothing nore than that longer or shorter
career, which ends, if not always in detection, certainly in
disappointment and misery.  Success, then, in this connection,
signifies putting off the evil day—a day which is as sure to
coTe as any other day. Time is an enemy which no rogue
can ever outrun

Even such pitiful success as this is not within the grasp of
small abilities. The passessors of such noderate endowrents
will find it emphatically true, that Honesty is the best policy
for them, however brilliant and seductive a dishonest course
may B3

When Shakspeare wrote, < Put noney in thy purse” he
probably did not intend to exhort any one to pocket another’s
noney, but to confine hinself to that which he actually pos-
sessed  But, judging by the number and variety of the inge-
nious frauds which are practised upon the conmunity, the
saying in question seens to have been adopted in its nost
unscrupulous sense as a principle, by sundry personages, nore
remarkable for smartness than for honesty.  Not a few of these
characters have selected the mails as the mears of facilitating
their designs upon the pockets of the public at large.

“But this sort of thing is becoming too prevalent,” as a
worthy megistrate wes in the habit of remarking, when about
to sentence sonme pick-pocket or disturber of the peace; ad
if the devices of the class of villairs referred to continue to
increase as they have done for years past, semi-annual sessions
of the legislative branch of Government will scarcely suffice
for the enactment of penalties to meet the increasing exigen-
cies of the case

There is no end to the gross swindles of this description
now perpetrated or attempted, and requiring the utmost car»
and watchfulness on the part of the public to avoid being
deceived by them  No cdlass nor condition iu society is exenpt
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from these wiles; the nost intelligent and shrewd being vie
timized quite as often as the credulous and inexperienced

Lawyers, clergymen, editors, farmers, and even post nesters,
have all in tum been swindled by means of facilities afforded
by the post-office system the frauds ranging in magnitude and
importance, from imeginary papers of onion seed, to « calls”
for ministerial aid in the momentous work of converting = a
world lying in wickedness !”

It is with aview to put those who may peruse these pages
on their guard, that a few rare specimens of the tricks of these
« Jeremy Diddlers” are here exposed, nmost of which have
come to light within a few nmonths of this present writing.

The first that we will describe, wes perpetrated quite suc-
cessfully upon the legal fratemity, and somre of the nost dis-
tinguished menbers of that highly useful profession in the
different States, will no doubt readily recognise the truthfulness
of the picture, as it is held up to their gaze. This “ N
mey properly be entitled

YOUNG AMERICA PRACTISING AT THE BAR.

In January of the present year, the post mester of Brooklyn,
N. Y., called my attertion to the fact that large nuntbers of
letters were arriving at that office to the address of ““ William
H. Joliiét,” and that from some information he had received,
he wes led to.believe that the correspondence wes in soe way
connected with a systematic schene of fraud

Arrangements were accordingly mede to watch the person
who wes in the habit of inquiring for the “ Joliiét” letters,
and the next time he called, which was in the evening, he wes
folloned as far as the Fulton ferry, detained just as he wes
about to enter the ferry-boat, and questioned in reference to
the letters.

The person thus interrogated wes an exceedingly intelligent
boy, about fifteen years of age, plainly but neatly dressed, ard
of prepossessing manrers, particularly for one so young.
When asked what he intended to do with the letters he had
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just taken from the post-office, lie manifested great self-posses-
sion, and apparently anticipating trouble, without alloning an
opportunity for a second question, ho hurriedly asked,

“Why, what about this business? | have been thiliking
there might be something wrong about Jolliet's letters. | am
astudent in a respectable lawoffice in New York, and would
not like to be involved in any trouble of this sort. 1 can tell
you, sir, all 1 know about these letters.”

As his explanation will hereafter appear in full, suffice it
here to say, that he threw the entire resporsibility upon a
stranger whom he accidentally met in the Harlem cars.  The
storywes told with much apparent frankness, and a gentleman
passing along who knew the lad, and confimed his state-
ment as to his connection with a prominent  lawoffice in New
York, he wes alloned to go at large, under a promise that at
an appointed hour on the folloning day, he would call on the
Brooklyn post nester, explain the matter nore fully, and put
him in passession of facts which would enable the dfficers to
arrest Joliiét, if that wes thought best

The appointed tine arrived, but the young man did not. A
rather voluminous package of papers, however, wes sent as a
suistitute.  These papers are so well worded, and so formrelly
drann up, that 1 will here introduce two of them verbatim.
The reader will bear iu mind that they are the production of
a boy only fifteen years of age —

New York, January 2G, 1855, 12, M.
Post Master, Brooklyn, L. I.
Dear Sir:

Being detained by important court business from attending to my
promise given to you yesterday to be at your office, | am obliged to
write to you. | enclose a statement of facts which | think sufficient
to get a warrant. It is sworn to by me before a Commissioner of
Deeds of New York, authorized to take acknowledgments for the
State.

| saw Mr. Joliiét yesterday evening. lie docs not suspect anything.
I told him that the mails had not arrived when | was over to Brooklyn,
yesterday ; rld, in course of the conversation, he told me kc would
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take a sleigh ride lo Snediker's on Saturday. Therefore, it is important
yon should get a warrant, and take him -upon that day. llo also told
me lie would have a white sleigh, a white robe, and a cream-colored
pair of horses. You can easily know him. | will be over, if no acci-
dent interveucs, to-morrow, say about 11 or 12 o'clock. | tracked
him to the Manhattan bar-room in Broadway, but could not find out
his residence, as he stayed too late. | think he is connected with a
gang of rascals who have made this kind of rascality their special
business.

| am acquainted with the District Attorney in this city, and have
thought of getting him to bring the case before the grand jury, and
geta bench warrant out in New York against Joliiét, in case you should
think it advisable.

Meanwhile, 1 will remain still about the matter until | hear from
you again.

Yours, very truly.

Annexed is the statement of facts alluded to above

Statement of Facts. A.

During the month of November or Decemocr, 1854, | became
acquainted with a man whom | knew by the name of William If.
Joliiét. He seemed to be about 25 or 30 years of age, and, by hi»
dialect, of English parentage ; he was genteelly dressed, and seemca
to be a gentleman by his talk and manners. He came to know me
from often seeing me on the cars of the New York and Harlem Rail
Road, and often talking to me. | am in the habit of doing copying,
&c., for pay, and therefore was willing to do anything in that way,
under the usual circumstances—that is, for pay.

He asked me one day if | was a man of business. 1 told him I
was. He then asked me if | could make a copy of a note he had in
his pocket, and show it to him the next time | should meet him, and
not to say anything about it to anybody. | told him | would. He
gave it to me, and it was something as follows—that is, substan-
tially :—

Brooklyn, L. I., Jan. G 1855.
Sir:

I have rccoived a package of papers for you from Liverpool, Eng-
land, with six shillings charges thereon—on receipt of which amount
the parcel will be sent to you by such conveyance as you may direct.

Yours, respectfully,
William Il. Jolliet
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I met him one or two days afterwards, and gave him his original,
and my copy. He said it was very well done, but looked too much
like a law-hand, and asked me if | couldn’t write more of a mercan-
oantile-looking hand. | told him | supposed | could. He then gave
me my copy, and told me to buy some paper, and make as many copies
as | could, and direct them one to each of the names he gave me on
a list, and mail them. | told hira | would. This was on a Saturday
evening; and on Sunday afternoon | wrote about a hundred copies
of them, and directed them and sent them. | met him on Monday,
and he asked me if | had done it. | told him | had; he then asked
for the list of names lie had given me, and | handed it to him. He
asked if 1 knew the names | had directed the letters to. | told him
I did not, although I did wctl, my suspicions about him having bceu
aroused by his request for secrecy.

On that Sunday on which | wrote the notes, T made up my mind
to play traitor to him, by sending the notes as directed, and keeping
all answers which he should get (he having told me to call for them
at the Brooklyn Tost Office), and then delivering them, with my evi-
dence, to officer B------ , in New York, whom | know well by reputa-
tion as a good officer, and an American in fact and principle. This
was foiled by my disclosures to the Post Master of Brooklyn, on
Thursday.

At the time he asked me to make the copies of the note, ho gave'-”

me a five-dollar gold piece, to defray expenses. | have kept a copy
of the list lie gave me, and also of another which he had given me,
und which | returned in the same way. | have mailed about 200

letters in all. At the time he ordered me to make the copies of the
letter and mail them, he requested me to make a letter and direct it
to him at Brooklyn, and mail along with the others. 1 did so, but I
asked him what this was for, and he said he wanted to know how long
it would take for a letter to go from New York to Brooklyn. But I
did not believe him, and this formed part of the causes for ray suspi-
cions. | afterwards received the letter, | think it was Tuesday, and
gave it to him. At the time of my first mailing the letters, | dropped,
by carelessness, a list of the names of persons to whom they were
directed, along with them. Could this list be got, it would tell us a
great deal about the transaction, and then we could have a complete
list of all the persons addressed. It was dropped in one of the three
new boxes on the south-west comer of the New York Post-Office.

I have seen him since he first spoke to me about this affair, five or
six times, (once on Friday, Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday, and twice
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on Wednesday, 1 believe.) He lives in Harlem, | think. | don't
know anything further of interest, and close with the ardent wish,
that a King's county officer will get the credit of catching one of the
greatest scoundrels that ever lived, thereby ridding the community
of him. G. H. B.

City of Brooklyn,
County of Kings, 63

G. Il. B-—---- , of the city of New York, student at law above named,
being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he has read the foregoing
statement, and knows the contents thereof, and that the same is true
of his own knowledge. G. Il. B.

Sworn before me this

2Gth January, 1855.

Comr. of Deeds.

Being satisfied that a young lad of sufficient abilities to com
poe these documents in such a style, could not have been
mede the innocent dupe of any one, especially a stranger, |
determined to lay the whole matter before his erployer, a pro-
minent member of the New York bar. He had heard nothing
of it before, and wes much pained to hear my narration, for
he was warmly attached to the young student, who, up to that
time had enjoyed his entire confidence, and for whose im+
proverent and legal education he had taken unusual pairs.

A moment’s reference to the Law Register, a work contain
ing the names and residences of all the mentbers of the legal
profession in every State in the Union, and to be found iu
alnost every law office shoned the source whence he had db-
tained the list which had been “ dropped by carelessness” into
the post-office, for pencil marks appeared against the names
of most of the country lawyers, but including none of those
that had ever been correspondents of the firm with which he
wes connected !

The opinion that there was no acconplice, Nor even princi-
pal, in the case, beyond the boy himself, wes fully coincided
iu by his enployer, and it wes at once decided to call the lad
up for a private examination.
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I thought, as he entered the room cap in hand, and with
an air of perfect nonchalance, that | had seldom seen a nore
expressive and intelligent countenance.  1lis high forehead,
adomed with graceful curls of brown hair, his full and laugh-
ing eye, and the regular features of his face, seermed mede for
some better use than to delude urmary victines.

“ George/' said his emrployer, “ what do these Joliiét let-
ters mean, that you have been sending all over the country 7’

Boy.— “ | will tell you all 1 know about it, sir. Some
weeks since, a3 | wes coming in town ore nmoming, in the

Agent.— = Stop, George, and hear me a noment before you
go further. We don'twant to hear that story. We know
there is no such person as Joliiét, and if you go on with such
a stateent before Mr. F.,” (his employer,) “ your pride will
render it harder for you to make the acknowedgments that 1
know you must come to. You have had no acconplice, and
if you will bring me the Law Register, | will showyou where
you got the nanmes of the lanwers to whom you sent the
letters.”

mMr. F.—¢ Now, George, you see that Mr. H. knows all
about it, and 1 hope you will not attempt to deny the truth.
I am deeply pained to find that you have been guilty of such
misdemeanors; and | trust, for your oan sake, that you will
make a clean breast of it.”

After a pause of a few monents, the young man acknowl-
edged, that, being “ hard up,” he had resorted to this plan
to dbtain funds, and that he knew no such person as “ William
H. Joliiét”

Agent.—" How then oould you have swom to the state-
ment you sent to the Brooklyn post master? You must have
been anare that in so doing, you were committing perjury.”

Bog—"“Ah! but | did not swear to it My nane is at-
tached to the affidavit, it is true, but having prepared it be-
forehand, | spoke to the Commissioner just as he wes leaving
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the officer, and he signed it, but in his hurry he forgot to ad
minister the oath.”

Aijent.—" Eut that omission must have been nerely acci-
dental.  Supposing ho had required the usual cerenony, -whet
would you have done?”

Boy— | have so often seen him omit it, that | took that
risk If be had irsisted, | should have backed out.”

Subsequent inquiry satisfied me that the Commissioner in
question, having often had occasion to sign affidavits for the
young man, in the course of the dffice business, wes not al-
ways particular in administering the oath, and that it wes no
doubt neglected in the present instance.

The punishment inflicted in this case, wes all that the nost
indignant victim of the fraud would have demanded, and
there is reason to believe that a permanent reformation in the
character of the young man hes been the result; and that the
rare talents which he possesses, will yet be found arrayed on
the side of honesty and virtue.

Answers to the Joliiét letters continued to arrive from at
parts of the country, for some tine after the discovery of the
fraud, es here related  The letters that had accurulated in
the Brooklyn Post Office, were sert to the Dead Letter Office,
opened, and sulsequently retumed to their respective owners,
with their contents, acconpanied by a proper explanation.

In rearly every instance, the dodge had been successful.
The six shillings, or that amount in postage stamps, were duly
enclosed, and, in sone irstances a dollar, to make even
change, with directions for forwarding the mysterious package.

Such an unexpected notice had no doubt given rise in many
cases to sundry visions of heavy fees, which were to flow in
yoon the fortunate correspondent of Joliiét, for conducting
the business of some wealthy capitalist of the old world, who,
attracted by his professional fane, wes about to confide to him
metters of great weight and inportance— perhaps some com
plicated lawssuit, the successful issue of which would bring
him a wealth of reputation and noney, compared with which
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the outlay of six shillings was an item too contenyptible to he
regarded

Or sore sanguine individual might scent out a legacy in the
« package from Liverpool.”

People were dying every day in England, whose heirs lived
in this country. It was not very unusual for persors to in
herit immense fortunes from those whose names they had never
heard It might make the difference of thousands of dollars
to a man whether his name was Bronn or White, when sone
possessor of oue or the other name care to leave his property
behind him  And it would be a pity to lose the chance of
securing a handsome property for one’s self, or the opportunity
of acting as agent for somebody else, though the whole affair
might prove but a hoax, and the chance of thus finding a for-
tune rather less than the prospect of draning aprize in a
"gift lottery.”

It was amusing to peruse the letters which the Agent re-
ceived from those who had been swindled, acknowledging the
safe retum of the letter and noney which they had sent to
Joliiet.  Most of themwere “ well satisfied” when they sent
the money, “ thet it wes all a hoax,” but then it wes a sell
sum that he applied for, and they thought they would send it
to the fellow for the ingenuity he hed displayed in “ raising
the wind " All, however, seened very glad to get their money
again, even at the risk of alloning such talent to go unre-
warded

Soe wary old heads, too acute to be caught by such cheff,
took the precaution to request Joliiét to call on their friends in
New York, leave the package, and get the six shillings. An-
other directed that it should be left at the Express Cffice, the
expenses paid there, and when the parcel arrived, the entire
charges would be promptly met.

Two or three, not content with informing Joliiét that he
had not taken them in, indulged in a somewhat sarcastic style
of correspondence.  The folloning arc two specinens of this
kind of reply :—
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= J— , Feb. 2, 1855.
Mr. Wm. H. Joliiét,

Sir:

I amin receipt of a note from you, informing me that you have in
your possession a package for me from Liverpool, Eng., on which
there is acharge of Gs. sterling, and which you will send to me on
receipt of the above sum.

Sir, | cannot but think it a little strange that my large circle of
friends and correspondents in Liverpool (a circle which may be repre-
sented thus, 0) should have thought it necessary for parcels which
they send me, to pass through your hands, unless you have some
connection with the friends aforoeetd, unknown to me. Before | send
you the sterling money, | should like answers of the like quality, to
some or all of the following interrogatories:—

1st. 1Vho are you ?

2d. Who knows you ?

3d. Who do you know ?

dth. Is “ Wm. Il. Joliiét” the name given you in baptism ?
5th. Wouldn't you receive less than sis shillings, if you could
get it? Y

Cth. Do you think you have taken me in ?
7th. After reading the above, please inform me whether you re-

main Jolly yet.
Not your victim,

JX0. S-------
[ R , Jan. 28, 1855.
Sir:
I know I am ambitious. | have my aspirations. My fame may be
extending. Perhaps itis. Iliad thought it was local; confined to

this county, certainly to the State. But it seems that I am known
abroad, and you wish me to pay the moderate sum of seventy-five
cents for verifying the fact. Sir, | am an Anglo-Saxon. | rejoice in
it. And | don't doubt that somewhere between Adam’s time and
mine, some of my progenitors have inhabited England. But | believe
they have all died or moved away. So you see it isn't likely that |
have any relations in Liverpool, whence came the package you say is
in your hands.

In the next place, sir, living as | do in an inland town, | know
little of those Ilwho go down to the sea in ships.” (David, Psalms,
Cap. 107.) And all my particular friends are in this country, accord-
ing tc the best of my knowledge and belief. But no others than the
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individuals | Lave cited, would bo likely to send me packages from
foreign lands. It therefore follows, sir, that the aforesaid package
is not in rerum natura. | shall be happy to receive from you any
facts which may vitiate this conclusion.

Pending this, | remain yours, &c.,

Mr. Wm. H. Joliiét.

We hawve alloned the lavwers to lead off in the melancholy
procession of victins of rascality which we have undertaken
to display to our readers; and it is our design, in nmarshaling
our regiment of “ the Great Deluded,” to place the clergy
second in order.  Lawwyers are (or ought to be) hard-headed,
with little faith in mankind at large; while it is the gereral
characteristic of clergymen to be soft-hearted, and to trust,
soetines -« not too wisely, but too well,” in the integrity of
their fellow men.  In addition to the weak points which they
may have in common with all, and through which they arc
liable to be successfully assailed, the cultivation of that spirit
of charity which « thinketh no evil” mekes them slow iu sus-
pecting villanous designs on the part of others; and renders
them an easy prey to those who are unscrupulous enough to
use their unsuspecting disposition as a means of carrying into
effect their onn base purposes.

In making these remarks, we are far from wishing to cast
any slur upon the native shrewdness or penetration of the
clergy, which would be unjust to them (for there are few
keerer intellects than those that are possessed by sonme who
are mermbers and omanents of this body,) but our object is
simply to mention sone of the causes which often neke them
the victins of imposition.  Many of them, especially those who
live in the country, occupied as they are with the duties of
their calling, in the retired life of the study, and iu inter-
course with the comparatively houest and virtuous community

in which their lot is cast, are somewhat secluded from the
(e]0)
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world at large, and know little, except by report, of the innu-
nerable foms of deceit and iniquity that people enact, who
live outside of their onn quiet boundaries.  This is, perhaps,
less gererally true at the present tine than it was years ago,
before the increased facilities for conmunication had given
equal facilities to rogues, who have dhosen our large cities as
a field for their nefarious operations, and have extended them
by nmeans of the mils, to the remotest cormers of the country.

The trick which we are about to describe wes attenmpted on
a large scale, and the trap set for urwary clergymen wes
sprung in alnost every section of the country, with considera:
ble success, though some of the intended victins were too

wary to be thus swindled
The trgp alluded towes in the form of a letter, of which

the folloning is a copy

New York, Sunday, March 18, 1850.
Brother P--------- :

Being at leisure this afternoon, and somewhat wearied rather than
refreshed by the morning’s discourse of our respected pastor, | have
concluded to sit down and write you, though utterly unacquainted
save in that sympathy which persons of like temperament involuntarily
feel toward one another.

It is the apparent coldness and formality of our metropolitan ser-
mons that has led me, by a pleasant contrast, to think of you. |
beard you once, while passing through your place—a sermon that
has many times recurred to my memory, though its calm piety and
deep perception of human nature may be weekly occurrences to your
congregation. | have several times thought it would be well for our
church to call on you for a trial hero. Our house is wealthy, and
“ up town,” though that is no matter.

I had almost given up the idea, when it was forcibly returned to
me yesterday by seeing a notice of you in the new publication of
travels through the States; iu which | see the writer has heard you,
and was so impressed that he gives a strong description of you and
your style, so well according with my views, that | feel confirmed in
my opinion of you. You have probably seen it. And, aside from any
vanity at praise in print, or any pain at his censure, (for he finds fault,
too,) | think a preacher cannot too much study his style, in duty to
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his Master and his people, by learning all he can of his hearers' views
of him, if not for the praise at least for the blame.

So you see | yet hope to sit under your ministrations. 1 wish you
mwould write me, immediately, what you think of coming here, if |
propose you. My bell has just rung for tea, and | close hastily, wish-
ing you success in any field, and “ many souls as seals of your
ministry.”

Yours, in the Lord,
A. D. Connelson.

. S.—If you have not seen the notice of you, (in the book | alluded
to,) | will get it for you. | believe it sells at a dollar and a half, or
thereabouts.

| close in haste,

A. D. C.
Here is an instance of ore who

“ Stole the livery of Heaven
To serve the devil in.”

The author of this production, which wes lithographed, leav-
ing only a space after the conmencing word « Brother,” for
the insertion of the nane of the person addressed, wes signed
in sone copies as abowve, and in others by the nanme of “ w . c.
Jausing.”

We can essily imegine the effect of such an artful, flatter-
ing epistle upon the miud of some unsuspecting and humble
country pastor, whose chief ambition had hitherto been to
minister to the spiritual wants of his little congregation, and
who had never before indulged the thought of receiving a
“ call” to the attractions and resporsibilities of a city pastor's
life. He taxes his memory in vain to recollect upon what oc-
casion any stranger, who might represent the devout Conncl
son, had been present during bis Sabbath services, and in like
manner fails to recall any reminiscences of the author, who
in his “ Travels through the States,” had also heard him, and
wes “ impressed” so remarkably in accordance with Mr. Corr
rnelson's “views.” llls opinion of his oan abilities having
been elevated several degrees by the united testinony of two
such competent witnesses, lie begins to think that after all it
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is not so very improbable that he should be thought of as a
candidate for that “ wealthy” and *“ uptown church.”

“ Was not the distinguished Hr. L------ called from as sl
a place as this, to the charge of a largo city congregation ?
And | remenmber that his abilities did not use to be so much
superior to mine.”

With reflections like these, he works himself into a state of
mind that would prevent any surprise, were he some day to be
waited on by a conmittee from the church aforesaid, with the
request that be would favor the congregation with a specimen
of his preaching, with the additional view of securing the
“ pleasant contrast” to the * apparent coldness and formality
of metropolitan sermons,” that might result from his minis-
trations. At any rate, it would bo gratifying to him to sec
for hinself, what the traveling critic had said of him and his
sermons) not that lie cared particularly about the opinion, so
far as he hinself was concermed, but he would like tb have
his people know that their minister had attracted the attention
of distinguished characters from abroad  So he replies to his
spontaneous correspondeut, intimating that he should have o
objection to taking charge of the “ uptown” church; and enr
closing a dollar and a half, to purchase the book of travels,
which he does, not without misgivings that he is sacrificing
too large a portion of his slender salary, for indulgence iu the
anticipated luxury.

It is alnost needless to add, that the dollar and a half went
to the “ bourme fromwhich no traveler returns,” and that
our clergyman did not, in this instance, display “ that deep
‘peroeption of human nature,” which so often recurred to the
mind of the admiring Connelson.

The operations of this worthy were soon stopped by the
New York post master, who, having received letters from some
of the shrewder menbers of the reverend body, enclosing the
abowve epistle, gave the matter in charge to the police, whose
novenrents alaned the rogue, and blew up the cheat, before
many letters containing noney had arrived.  Enough cane,
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however, to show that had he not been disturbed, he would
have feathered his nest comfortably with the spoils of those
whom he hed plucked.

These letters, remaining uncalled for, becane “ dead” in
due oourse of tine, and were returmed with their contents t©
their authors; doubtless refreshing the heart of many a sor-
romMng minister, who supposed that he had seen the last of
his noney, and had given up all hopes of receiving the pro-
mised quid pro quo.

| insert as asort of epistolary curicsity, a letter addressed
to Conrelson by one of his intended victims, which was sent
under cover to the New York post mester, with the request
that he would read and deliver it, if he knew the whereabouts
of the person alluded to.

L , March 23, 1855.
“ Mr. A. D. Connelson.
* Sir:

“ 1 am in receipt of a communication from you, of the 18th inst.,
of whose flattering contents | have reason to believe that | am not the
only recipient; as | am not ignorant of the fact that the art of litho-
graphy can be employed to multiply confidential letters to any extent.
If, as you state, you have at any time heard a discourse from my lips,
I regret that the principles which it inculcated have produced so
little impression upon your actions, especially as it lias ‘ many times
recurred to your memory.’

“ There are truths, sir, in addition to those you may have heard on
the occasion referred to, (if there ever was any such occasion,) which,
judging from the apparent object of your letter, it might be profitable
for you to recall. 1| would recommend to your attention the trutl:
contained in the following saying of the wise man:—' The getting of
treasures by a lying tongue, is a vanity tossed to aud fro of them thai
seek death.'—Prov. 21, 6.

<You have expressed a hope ‘to sit under’ my ‘ ministrations.’
I trust you will be profited by the few words | now address to you,
and if you feel any disappointment in failing to find the expected
‘dollar and a half, or thereabouts,’ you will bave to console your-
self with the reflection, * How much better isit to get wisdom than

gold? and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver?—
r-c> *
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Prov. 16, 10. 1 give you the references to the passages quoted that
you may ruminate on them at your Sabbath’s ‘leisure,” which 1
hope will hereafter be more profitably employed than in attempting
to perform the part of “ a wolf in sheep’s clothing.”
* Your well-wisher,
GJ T”

“ 1.S. If you ever happen to pass through this place again, and to
he detained over the Sabbath, your name, mentioned to the sexton,
or indeed, to any member of my congregation, will secure you ns
good a scat as the house will furnish; and if you will inform me of
your intended presence, beforehand, | will endeavor to suit my dis-
course to your Kants, if not to your wishes.

“ *Not what we wish, but what we want,
Do thou, O Lord, in mercy grant.’

“ If, however, circumstances like some that | can foresee, if you con-
tinue in your present course, should prevent a visit to our place, |
hope you will manage to be satisfied with the ministrations of the
chaplain at Sing Sing, who, | understand, is an excellent, talented
man. And | trust that you and your traveled friend will agree as
well on the question of his merits as you have on those of others.”

Further conment on this ease is unnecessary ; and we would
only say that any one suspecting au imposture in any such
node as the foregoing, need not be prevented from indulging
in a reasonable suspicion, by the charitable thought, * This
person could ot be such arascal;” for it is a truth that should
be well known and acted upon, that no amount of hypocrisy,
deceit or audacity is too great to be practised by miscreants
like those whose villanous devices are to soe extent exposed
in these pages.

THE ONION SEED TRICK.

“ If you have tears, prepare to shed them now.”

The next ingenious “ dodge” to which | would call the
attention of My readers, is one which might he styled double-
barreled, inasmuch as it brought down both editors and
fanrers simultaneously.
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The agricultural portion of conmunity hes been much
exercised of late years on the subject of seed.  Astounding
stories have circulated through the newspapers from tine to
time, conceming the wonderful prdlific powers of certain hinds
of seed, and prices have in some instances been demanded for
these choice varieties, which remind ore of the tines when a
laying hen of the right breed would eam nrore per day for her
owner than an ordinarily smart negro. It really seened to be
the belief of many enthusiastic persons, that seed could be
brought, by careful culture, to a pitch of perfection that would
alnost render it independent of the assistance of nother earth,
save as a place tostand on The inproved seed wes to do it
all. However desirable it might he to obtain seed which could
be warranted under ail circunstances to produce heavy crops,
(which of course can always be dore after a certain fashion,
by feeding it out to fowds,) this « good time coming” will not
be hastened, we apprehend, by the publicspirited efforts of
« Mr. Joab S. Sargent,” notwithstanding the glowing prospects
held out in the following advertisement .—

Farmers and Gardeners.—Attention !
Spanish Onion Seeds.

The subscriber will send to any part of the United Stntes and
Canada, a paper of the seeds of the nbove superior Onion, on the
receipt of ten cents (one dime.)

Farmers and Gardeners, see to it that you secure the best of seeds
For a mere trille now, you can put money in your pockets and fat on
your ribs.

Address, Joau S. Sargent,
26G Hicks St., Cor. of State.
Brooklyn, N. Y.

P. S.—Publishers of newspapers giving the above and this notice
three insertions, calling attention editorially thereto,, and sending
marked copies to the subscriber, will receive by return mnil three
dollars’ worth of the above seeds, or a copy of Barnes’ notes on the
Gospels,valued at three dollars aud fifty cents, or two dollars cash
Address plainly as above.

April 11, 1805.
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Osenve bow adroitly the cunning Joab ains bis thrusts at
the nost wulnerable spot in both classes of his victins.
“ Publishers of newspapers,” in the plenitude of Joab's
gererosity, are to have their choice between the onion seedks,
the gospel, and the ready cash, if they will but meke known
to the world the inconparable qualities of the genuine Spanish
article. And nmany of these publishers “ called attertion to
the same” with awill, as the folloning copy of one of those
notices will show:—

« Something new for Farmers and Gardeners.— See our advertis-
ing coinnuis, If you want large onions, get the real Spanish seed—a
change in the seed works wonders. Ve have seen bushels of onions
imported from Spain of half a pound V\elgh: each, aud as large as
saucers.”

It may be well to say here that no onion seeds, « Spanish”
or other, were sert in conpliance with the many orders which
poured in upon the successful Sargent from all parts of the
country, excepting that a few of those first received were sup-
posed to have been amswered by the sending of a few seeds of
some kind, whether ouion or grass, no ore knew. Perhaps
the recipients will discover in the course of time.  The editors
were equally unfortunate.  Many of them selected the ““ Notes
on the Gospels” in preference to the seed or the norey, yet
their wishes were not destined to be gratified

Let ws see how this tempting advertiserment worked on the
farmrers and garderers.

Here is farmer Johnson, whose boy hes just brought in his
weekly paper from the office, and who s proceeding to refresh
himself after the labors of the week, with the record of what
the world at large hes been doing in the same time. He
deliberately peruses the columns of his hebdomedal, dwelling
with solemmnity on the nore weighty artides, and endeavoring
to laugh over the funny ores, till, after having exhausted the
« reading” department, his eye goes on in search of rnew
advertisenents, which he can distinguish at a glance, for he
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knows all the old ones by heart.  His attention is arrested by
the comspicuous heading, “ Spanish Onion Seeds.” He
readks it over carefully, and studies even' word, that he may bo
sure that he fully and correctly understands it; and then com
paring it with the editorial notice of the same thing, be
rapidly beconmes convinced that Spanish onions must be great
things, and that tcu certs ney be safely invested in the
speculation.  Visions of saucer-like onions rise before bim; of
prizes in Agricultural Exhibitions; and if he is an inhabitant
of Connecticut, he fancies he sees the former renown of the
ancient toan of Pyquag, or Wethersfield, groning dim before
the lustre of Spanish onions.  Acoovdingly he sends the
required dine to Joab, who proved to be like the elephant
which had been trained to pick up coin from the ground and
place it on a lofty sbelf. Upon a certain occasion, a young
gentleman wes gratified by this performance, he having
fumished a half-dollar for the display of the animal's skill.
After the piece was safely deposited far out of reach, the
youth requested the exhibitor to “ make him hand it down
again” -+ wc never leamt bim that trick,” wes the reply !
The enterprising Joab regped an abundant harvest-of dines,
and floods of papers poured into the Brooklyn post-ofliee, each
one containing his advertiserment marked, agreeably to its con-
ditions, and a fewwords written upon it by the editor, making
his choice between the valuables promised by Sargent, and
directing how to send the books, when they were the articles
selected. These papers were of course charged with letter
postage, and as the quantity which had arrived wes becoming
somewhat troublesome by its bulk, (since Joab took very good
care not to inquire for them,) the post mester sert to 2GG Hicks
Street, in order to notify him of the mess of news waiting for
him at the office, as well as to neke sone inquiries in refer-
ence to the voluminous correspondence in which Mr. Sargent
wes engaged.  But the person sent, returmed with the report,
“ non est inventus,” and ﬂEV\BI’be%iVEI’, having douistless
taken the alarm came no nore to the dffice to inquire for
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letters; so that although the rogue wes “ urmhipped ot
justice,” a stop wes put to his unrighteous gains.  This ease
may senve as awarning to all, to look with distrust upon such
advertisements emanating from unknown individuals, especially
if the promises made are out of proportion to the =« value
received” In the present inperfect state of human nature,
it is not coormon to find an individual offering through the
papers nost disinterested proposals for the good of people in
gereral, without the fact coming to light soorer or later, that
he hed rather nore prominently in view his oan good in
particular. And 1 will conclude with the folloning aphorism
—If you want onion seed, or anything else, send where you
krorv you will not be cheated.

A GIFT ENTERPRISE.

The fraud of which | am about to speak; also depended in a
great messure for its success on the fact that it could be
carried on through the mails.

Gorgeous handHbills were sent to the post-offices throughout
the country, accompanied with requests to the different post
nmesters to act as agents, and alloning them a liberal per-ccritage
on all tickets sold Those who read these handbills (sus-
pended on the post-office wialls,) and swalloned with expanded
eyes and capacious throats the magnificent promises which
they contained, could not determine by anything that appeared
on the surface, whether ““ Dasbuil & Co.” were real personages,
or merely figments of the brain; and if tiie former, wihctlier or
not they were able and willing to meet their engagements.

The scheme certainly Ead as falr an appearance as any
“ Gift Enterprise,” and the “ local habitation” and “ nane,”
which wore appended, gave nore probability to the idea that
the firm in question wes not a myth but a reality. Thus it is
evident that no one could have detected the fraud without
entering into a course of investigation which would have
involved nore tineg, trouble, and expense, than nost people
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would be willing © devote to tlie affair under the circum

stances.
The following is a copy of u Dashuil & Co's.” list of prizes :

150,000 Presents to be given to the purchasers of the large and
elegaDt engraving of the “ Inauguration of George Washington, Presi-
dent of the United States,” from the celebrated painting of David Paul
Laurens. Price of engraving One Dollar, which includes a gift-ticket,
entitling the holder to a chance in the following list of magnificent
gifts.

The value of the presents, as appraised by a committee chosen for
the purpose, is $116,000, as follows:—

N splendid Farm ou the Hudson River, completely stocked,

NOUSES, &C...vviiiiiiiiieieie ettt $20,000
Stone Front Dwelling and Loton Fifth Avenue, N. Y. . . 13,000
A magnificent gold Tea Service, property of the late G. Van

DeNtON ... 4,000
Silver Wine S erviCe ..o 1,000
The Race Horse “ White Raven” 8,000
Coach, Harness, and Horses, amagnificent establishment. . 3,500

30 Shares Central Rail Road StoCcK .....cccooeviiiiiiiiiiiien, 3,000
200 Fine Watches, $100 each . . , . 20,000
10.000 Gold Seals and Charms.......ccccocceeiiniiieiieiieiecceee e 10,000
10.000 Gold Pens and Silver Holders . . . . . . . . 5,000
100 Boies Best CigarsS.......ccoveenieeeniieeniiie e . 500
100 Gold Guard ChainsS......ccccociiiiiiiieciec e 1,500
AR o] (=T o o [ To B = R U Ko Ko 3 PP UOPPOUPORURRt 100
“ Phaeton ..., 1,000

A Horse, Harness, and Buggy, splendid affair.................... 500
An elegant Dog, St. Bernard .....cocooceiiiieiiiee e 100
Splendid Fast-sailing Yacht, “ Spirit of the Wave” . . . 4,000
The fast and trim pleasure Yacht, “ Evening Bird” . . 1,000
A 108N TOr 25 YEAIS....oiiiiiiiii e 8,000
“ “ 5,000

“ s 1,000

(all without interest.)

1 Rosew00d Piano......cccoceiiiiiiieiieiiene e ] 800
3 Mahogany PianosS ...iiiiiiiiieieees 1,500
A Farm in OO 4,000
A Farm in Kentucky.. 3,000
A Farm in Pennsylvania........ccccciiiiiiiiiiniieeee e 6,000

V Farm in Massachusetts. , .. e . 10,000
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25,000 VOi;. FOCMS..c..oiiiiiiiiiiiiieciiece e 11,000
Statue of “ Cigar Girl,” by R€eVesS .. 1,000

Also over 100,000 Paintings, Statues, Medals, Charts, Albums,
Valuable Rooks, ami Portfolios of Engravings, making in all 150,000
gifts, which will be distributed by a committee appointed by the
Shareholders, and forwarded free of charge by the Public’s obedient
servants,

Dashall & Co.,

48G Broadway, New York.

Whoever concocted the above list certainly deserves credit
for the expansiveness of his views, the soaring flights of his
imegination, and the nicety with which he adapted his various
enticements to the different phases of human nature and life.

Was the reader of the handhill a “ fast” youth? To him
a dollar opered the prospect of “ a horse, harmess, and buggy,
—splendid affair;” or “a splendid, fast-sailing yacht;” or
100 boxes best cigars;” or, & a companion to the above
cigars, “ Statue of Cigar Girl, by Reeves.” Rid the list of
prizes attract the attention of a person agriculturally inclined?
To him a choice of fams wes dffered in the varied regions of
Messachusetts, Pennsylvania, Ohio, or Kentucky, or “a
spleudid farm on the Hudson River” awaited sone fortunate
individual, who had sufficient faith in good luck and'* Deshal.
& Co.,” to purchase the ouc hundred and fifty thousandth part,
of a chance to secure that valuable property. The mau of
business wes tempted by sundry loars “ for 25 years without
interest,” aud by “ thirty shares of Certral Rail Road stock.”
Through what “ centre” this rail roed ran, unless it wes Dash-
al & Co's, dffice, the depornent sayeth not  Upon the man
of literary tastes, one dollar might confer ““ an elegant selected
library,” while the lover of music wes attracted by tl.c offer
of elegant “ rosawood and mehogarny piancs.”

Nor wes the fairer portion of creation forgotten, in the
shower of gifts which wes to fall on the 10th of March, 1855.
The ambitious lady, who had long sighed for nore splendid
adomments to her table, could not read without enotion the
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promise of “a nmagnificent goid tea service, the property of
the late G. Van Denton.” As the lamented Van Denton wes
doubtless known, in the circle of his acquaintance, as a nan
of taste, the promised tea service must have been unexception-
able in that respect

*“ Mclodcons, Harps, Paintings, Albums, Portfolios of En-
gravings, &c.,” formed a galaxy of attractions which drew
many a dollar from fair hands.

The engraving of the « Inauguration of George Washing
ton” appealed to the patriotic feeling of ewvery Anerican.
What friend of his country would refuse to part with the
paltry sum of ore dollar, which would enable him to possess
this transcendent work of art, copied from the * celebrated
painting” of the no less celebrated “ David Paul Laurens;” a
blood relation, no doubt, of the departed “ Van Denton.”

Each ticket wes so embellished with intimations of the rich
gifts possibly in store for its holder, as alnost to make him
feel as if he were already driving a “ blood horse,” or taking
his ease in the « megniGeent residence on the Hudson.”

The reader is by this time probably anare of the true cha
racter of “ Deshall & Co.,” and their megnificent scherme. The
formrer were atrocious impostors, and the latter wes only a bag
of wind

The suspiciorns of the New York post nester wore excited
as to the character and destination of the numerous letters
which canme addressed to the aforesaid firm; and the Chief of
the Police taking the matter in hand, a detachment from that
body made a descent on 486 Broadway, where they found a
respectable female of Milesian extraction, engaged in washing
the floor; and observed an open window; through which the
representative of Dashall & Co. had probably nmade his exit.
There wes no fumiture of any description in the room; so,
having secured neither “ persons” nor “ papers,” the civil aur
thority was compelled to beat a retreat, not without sundry
rermonstrances from the old worman, touching the invasion of
her « cianertire.” She could tell them nothing about the
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firm and only knew that she wes sent there by the owner of
the room to (<ciane up,” which occupation she resumed, after
imparting this information, with a vigor that threatened the
imediate subnersion of the intruders.

The parties concerred in this fraudulent trarsaction are
suppaosed to have cleared upwards of fifty thousand dollars by
the operation, which, alloning for the per-centage to agents and
other expenses, proves conclusively that there was nore than
that number of fools existing at the time in this enlightened
lanrd  We would hope that those who were taken in by this
cheat, will not be thus deceived again

We trust that the foregoing record of knavery, whose con
trivers were indebted, in somre neasure, for the carrying out of
their plars, to the post mesters who acted as agents, will have
the effect of producing greater caution on the part of these
offidals as respects undertaking agencies for unknown indivi-
duals. It would seem that a proper regard for the public
interest would prevent any post nester from lending himself,
even undesignedly, to a fraudulent schene like this of « Dash-
al & Co” It would be easy to refuse to have anything to
do with proposed agencies, whose principals were not knoan
to the post mester, or concerming whom satisfactory informe-
tion could not be obtained

Tne adoption of this practice would seriously interfere with
the operations of the dass of rogues who succeed in their vil-
lanous designs by making cats' paws of honest people in ways
similar to that above described. | do not hesitate to say that
thousands of dollars would every year be saved to those who
are now swindled out of their noney, if post nesters ivere to
take the course suggested, and refuse to allow haud-bills con
taining advertiserents to be posted up in their offices, unless
they were satisfied of the reliability of the parties sending
them
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Or all the troublesome netters that have to be passed ypon
and decided by the Head of the Post-Office Department, the
settlement of controversies involving the location of small post-
dffices, is undoubtedly the nmost perplexing, and difficult of
adjustrment.

By such cases we are forcibly reminded of attenmpts which
we have witnessed in our younger days, to soothe the troubled
bressts of an angry swarm of bees, destitute of a queen, and
uncertain where to “ locate.” Whoever tried to settle the
question before i/zqy settled, wes pretty sure to get well stung
for his pains.

The difficulty above referred to arises from the conflicting,
contradictory representations mede to the Departiment by inter-
ested parties, govermed by as great a variety of notives as the
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nunber oi individual whins aud interests depending upon the
settlenent of the “ vexed question.”” Notwithstanding the
voluminous docunrents and geographical information usually
teudered in these eases, those with whom the final decision
rests, often find thenselves perplexed beyond measure, to
know whet is for the true interests of a mejority of the citizens
—that being the only object aimed at by the Department—
and deem it necessary, occasionally, to refer the subject to a
Special Agent, with instructions to visit the neighborhood,
meke a personal inspection of the different sites proposed, ard
decide, if possible, what the public interest and convenience
demand.

In sore instances, where the enoluments of the office itself
would not exceed the sum of fifty dollars annually, and where
its entire abolishnment would not prove any serious incorveni-
ence, a whole neighborhood has been throan into the nost
intense excitement, and feuds and aninosities have been en
gendered which the partie’ concermed will perhaps carry with
them to the grave.

But, like numerous other phases of post-office life, they fur-
nish many admirable and instructive illustrations of human
nature as it is.

During his experience, the writer has himself been fre-
quently charged with the duty of becoming the medium for
the settlenent of local disputes such as have been alluded to;
and a difficult and unplessant duty hes lie often found it
though a better school for studying the selfishness and other
hard points of the human character, cannot be desired

But the Government official who is sent to ascertain the
truth in ore of those post-office disputes, will sometimes fird
himself about as much enmbarrassed as have been his superiors,
and unless he is well posted up iu the shrenwd dodges ard
ingenious appliances that he will have to encounter, will find
it quite as troublesone o give an impartial and just recom
mendation  Decide satisfactorily he cannot of course, for
those whose ends arc not arswered arc not only sure to grum:
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ble, but to charge all sorts of unfaimess upon him in conduct-
ing the investigation.

The toan of M., situated somewhere East of a line drann
across the map, from New York city to Whitehall, N, Y., but
out of the State of New York, was recently the scere of orne
of these hotly contested controversies; and it is proposed to
give an outline of the investigation, as it stands sketched
among the author's official notes, under the head of a «+ Hard
Case,” with, of course, some additional comments and illus
tratiors.

In extent of territory, the toan referred to is about six
miles square, and contairns three small villages, one compara
tively new, having sprung up at the rail road dep6t near the
West lire of the tonn. The second, about two miles to the
Eastward of this; and the third, about two miles still further
to the East.

Village number two, in the order in which they have just
been mentioned, had for many years been the site of the only
post-office in the town, and continued in the uninterrupted
enjoyment of this nonopoly until the office becane vacant by
the death of the post mester. This wes the signal for a move-
ment for soe time privately contenplated and discussed withr
in a limited circle composed of a fewof the knowing ones
residing in villages numbers one and three, which novenrent
involved nothing less than the establishment of a post-office at
each of those points, and the abolishnent of the old established
one at village number two.

A petition to that effect wes hastily dranwn up and circulated
chiefly among those whose interests in the plan sought, would
be apt to secure secrecy, due care being taken to say quite as
much in favor of the new sites and against the old one, as the
facts in the case would warrant.  This petition was dispatched
to Washington in charge of an influential person, whose hot
haste for immediate action wes rendered tolerably reasonable
by the fact, that the decease of the post nester left the com
munity without any appointed guardian of its postal interests

23*
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A fair ease having been nmade out according to the neagre
information before the Department, and the aforesaid bearer
of dispatches not hesitating to supply verbally what seemred
to be lacking in other forms, with one fell swoop of the pen
of the Post Mester General, the glory departed from village
number two to its mere fortunate rivals, numbers ae and
three; and by the sanre trifling operation, two very competent
and suitable individuals were pronoted from the condition of
private and unassuming citizenship, to the dignity and respon-
sibilities of deputy post nmesters of tbc United States of
America !

When the news of this sad calamity reached the staid and
peaceable villagers, who bad thus been unexpectedly deprived
of their ancient postal privileges, rest assured it was no favor-
able tine for the organization of a Peace Society! Such ail
would not still these waves!  Their late beloved and popular
post mester had becore a “ dead letter,” though properly
“ addressed,” as wes fondly hoped, by the heavenly « Mes-
sengers” who beckoned him awnay from other duties, to « wrap”
and “ box up”—and now even the post-office itself had been
prematurely “ taken anay” also.

Not many suns had risen and set, however, before the other
side of the picture wes prepared and presented at Washington,
and now the ball bad fairly opened, with the orchestra in full
blast. A formidable rermmonstrance had received the signatures
of all the ~ legal voters,” and, as was charged on the oilier
side, of many whaose elective rights were not so easily settled.

The customary accusations of unfaimess, inproper influence,
stealing a march, downright misrepresentations, &c., were
called in requisition to show the Departrent that this ““ out-
rage” on the citizens wes unwarrantable; and the inportant
trust of conveying this evidence to the scat of Government,
fell to the lot of a certain gentleman well known anong poli-
tical circles in that section of the country, and supposed to
possess a fair share of influence with the appointing power.
He repaired to Washington, nede his first call at the White
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House, and labored hard to enlist the feelings of the Chief
Executive in the case, but afewwords from that distinguished
offidal were sufficient to show that such interference in a com
paratively unimportant matter could not reasonably be expected
of him

The President did however show his respect for his visitor,
who happened to be an old personal friend, by escorting him
down to the Department, and introducing him to the Post
Mester Gereral. The Govermor of the State wes also in the
case, the two United States Senators, and several of the mem
bers of Congress, as the files of the papers, pro and con, clearly
denmonstrated.  Not that they felt any personal interest in the
result of the controversy, but because their political relations
with many of those who did, were such that they could not
well resist their importunities to come up to their relief.

On patiently listening to the staterents of the representa:
tive from the seat of war, and re-examining the documentary
evidence, the Post Master General declined to reverse his
former decision, but suggested sending one of the Depart-
ment's Agents to investigate the whole metter. This course
wes adopted, and the resporsibility thus transferred for the
timno being, to the shoulders of the to be author of “ Ton
Years.”

For many days before he arrived upon the ground, the
excitemcut both anmong the vanquished and the vanquishing,
wes at the highest pitch; information that such reference of
the case had been made, having been conveyed to both parties
on the retum of the distinguished politician from the Capital.

Post mester number one, however, could not awnait the slow
process of that form of justice, so he dispatched a semi-offi-
cial private note to ne, nearly as follons, if my menory senes
me:

Sir: .
Will you please inform me if you have been instructed to visit this

placc in connection with our post-office controversy. If so, | would
like to be informed of thc time of your visit, as | wish to post you tip
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ns to certain parties here whose true position you ought to under-
stand before their testimony w the case is heard.
Yours truly,

. S.—If | knew when you arc to arrive, | would be at the cars.

To this | sinply replied that | could not fix upon the pre-
cise day, hut would call upon him on my arrival.

Ore lowely aftermoon of alowvely day in October, the « Agent”
might have been seen alighting from the car at the rail rced
station at M., fully impressed, of course, with the difficulty of
the task before him, but with a sincere desire to carry out, if
possible, the intention of Government, and to nete out equal
and exact justice to all parties.

A rew ard flourishinglooking store, the only orne by the
way in the neighborhood, with a sall sign over the door, with
the words « Post-Office” inscribed thereon, saved ne the ne-
cessity of inquiring for post-office site number ore.  In a few
moments 1 found myself in the presence of the nerchant and
post mester, who proved to he a young nman of prepossessing
and business-like appearance.

A few questions on my part served to gpprise him of the
dfficial character of the person by whom he was addressed, ard
also to cause bis momentary neglect of a young custonrer for
whom be was just then engaged in answering an order for a
gallon of nolasses. The little danmrsel who wes there upon the
saccharire errand, regarded ne with openeyed awe, having
probably heard something of the Department in the course of
the all-pervading Post-Office controversies of the last few
months, and cast as many stolen glances at e as her modesty
would allowy thus securing a nmental daguerreotype, to be dis-
played for the berefit of her wondering parents, after her
retum honme with the double loed of news and nolasses.

In his embarrassnment at my sudden arrival, the post mester
forgot the nolasses, and in a moment quite a torrent of the
thick liquid hed overfloned its bounds, and formed a pool upon
the floor-
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“ Post master,” said 1, “ you have left your nolasses rut*
Ding over.” In his eagermess to stop the leak, he went plump
into the sweet puddle, with both feet, and any tine that day
his tracks might have heen seen all over the store

“ Never mind,” said he, “ accidents will happen - at the
sae time draning his feet across some weste paper upon the
floor. The young customrer smiled, but during the running
owver process, she had said not aword, for by the mearns she
wes getting “ scripture measure.””  She handed the post mes-
ter a bank-note in payment, who, still laboring under considé-
rable excitement, mede her the wrong change, doing hinself
out of at least half the cost of the nolasses, which, together
with the loss of the surplusage, mede it anything but a pro-
fitable business transaction for him

Eut the little girl wes honest.  She counted and recounted
the change that had been given her, and with that peculiar
expression that in ore like her attends the consciousness of
an honest act, she threw it all back upon the counter, remark-
ing, “ You have given e too much, sir.”

The countenance of the post mester gave evidence by this
time of not a little nortification at the oocurrence of two such
ankward blunders in the presence of a dignitary all the way
from Washington ; and in his huny to tum my attention from
them, he forgot even to thank the child for her honest con
duct, as he returmed her the change « revised and corrected”

Eut | did not Wishing not to cast an inplied cersure
upon sweet-foot, | passed to the piazza of the store, to throw
asice the stump of an Havana, (or a“ Suffield” as the case
may have been,) and unobserved by him handed hera quarter,
which she acknowedged by a blushing smile, and a low cour-
tesy.

Retuming, | missed the post nester for a nmoment, aud
stepping within sight of the floor behind the counter, 1 could
distinctly see the nolasses tracks going tonard asmell en
closure at the other end of the counter. It proved to ke the
apartment used for the post-office.  Stepping a little further
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behind the counter, | spied my new and confused acquaints
ance, arranging the books, letters, and papers, apparently in
great baste. Seeing that |1 bad retumed to the store and now
observed him, be advanced towards me a few paces.

“ 1 usually keep things in better order in the post-office,”
said be, “ but 1 wes anay this forenoon, and my boy has got
things a little mixed up.”

“ Never mind that now;” | replied; “ | am in something of
a hurry, and want to enter at once on the business ypon which
| care. What is all this fuss that the people of the old
village are making about the new post-office arrangenents ?
By the row they are kicking up at Washington, the Depart-
ment arc alnost led to believe there was something unfair in
the means adopted to effect the change, and that they may
have erred in their decision.”

This plain and informal opening of the case seemed to
restore his self-possession.

“Well, they have tried to neke afuss, that's a fact, but
it's more spunk than anything else.  You see this is a new
village, and although there are not yet many buildings, busi-
ness is fast centering here, and it's bound to be the place.
The folks up there have to cone to the depot constantly, and
if they only think so, can be just as well acconmodated here.
They hate to lose a good place to loaf in, that's all there is to
it They don't need a post-office no nore then a rail reed
wants a guide post.

“They will tell you a great deal about their Academy, and
talk big about other things. As to the Acadeny, it has got
reduced, and nost of the pupils who do attend, cither belong
to the upper village where they have a post-office now;, or have
to pass right by this door in going to school. But few of
them being from abroad, they have but little correspondence
any way. Then you will hear tall speechifying about a
flourishing hat factory which perhaps did something once, but
can hardly be said to be in operation now. | hear they claim
to have three extensive stores in the village, Now if you will
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look for yourself, you will sec two smell affairs thet don't both
together sell half the goods that | do, and &s to the third, it
wes closed sone tine ago, and if the owner went anay in broed
daylight, then common report does him great injustice.”

After afew remarks in the same vein, in the course of which
he waxed quite eloguert, he closed by dffering to take ne in
his wagon and show me the ather two villages. He had been
standing quite still during the delivery of this speech, and
corsiderable effort wes required to raise his feet to go in the
direction of his hat, the adhesive qualities of the syrup still
holding out,

| thanked him for the offer; but said | must declire it, as |
desired to avoid all cause of jealousy in my node of investi-
gation, and further remarked, that | would prefer to take a
gereral view of all the localities, without the aid or explana
tions of any of the parties interested; and that after this had
been dore, |1 Uould give all hands afair and impartial hearing.

“Very well,” said he, “ all we ask is fair play, but you will
have to make a good deal of allonance for the extravagant
staterments of the leaders in the old village. 1 can prove that
they have got denocrats to sign to have the dffice restored,
who are on our paper, and who say they were deceived when
they signed theirs.”

Having heard about enough of this, |1 bad gradually noved
along to the store door, when my eye rested uyoon a large
wooden building near by, several stories high, and with an
unusual number of windows, about the only building of any
size in the vicinity.

“"What is that 7’ 1 asked, at the sae time pointing to it

‘ That?—that is a shoe manufactory.”

« How many hands are enployed there?” | inquired

Just then, a finelooking, elderly gentleman, with an air
which denoted that he had a right to do pretty much as he
pleased, stepped upon the piazza, and wes introduced to e
by the post nester as his father-inlaw, not omitting of course
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to inform his respected relative that | wes 1o less a personage
than the identical gentleman expected from Washington.

“Ah/5said he, “ 1 amglad the Department has seen fit to
send so conpetent a person to look into this business, and |
hope, sir, it will be thoroughly done.%

This wes said in a gentlemanly, dignified manner, and he
pessed into the store without any further conversation  But
the term * competent person,” as applied to me, warmed ne
that | should probably find it necessary to guard against “ soft
sodder” also, as ore of the nmeans of persuasion, and mede ne
half suspicious that he might not be the inpartial and disin
terested individual that he appeared at first sight.

The suspicion wss just, for 1 afterwards learmed that he was
awealthy and enterprising whig citizen, owning a beautiful
mansion and a good deal of ather property in village number
three, (one of the newsites,) and that he wes the proprietor
of a good share of the real estate at the depot village; ad
further, that he had been nainly instrunental in getting the
changes effected  1lis personal interests in them footed up as
follons: A postoffice established at the village of his resi-
dence, and a post-office at the depdt village, (Where the store
in which it wes kept belonged to him,) and his son-inlaw ap-
pointed post mester ! A shread Yankee operation that,
though 1 could discover the adoption of no dishonorable
means in securing these advantages. It was decidedly smart,
though, and it isn't every body who could have successfully
executed such a programe, after it had been arranged

This interruption of the conversation between the post mester
and myself, cane in just in tine to stave off an answer to nmy
question about the large building in view, and my friend ro
doubt corsidered that an effectual stop wes put to further in-
quiries on that subject. But not so.  Failing to discover any
signs of thrift or vitality in or about the huge edifice referred
to, 1 now repeated the inquiry.

“ 1 wes asking how many persons are enployed in that shoe
factory?”
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Before 1 had fairly finished the seulonee, however, lie had
darted into the store and returmed with two Havanes, (?) say-
ing, « Cone, have a snoke, and let's walk over and take a
look at the saw mill,” which by the way happened to be in an
opposite direction from the aforesaid shoe establishment.

I consented, however.  The mill wes in operation, and the
stream such as it wes, kept up a pretty respectable roar,
though you could hear yourself converse, | noticed, quiite as
easily as by the side of old Niagara just after a smart shower !

Feeling somewhat hunmorously inclined, oning to his per-
severing evasion of my researches as to the brgt and shoe
enterprise, 1 remarked as we stood observing the perpendicu-
lar thrusts of the sawthrough a submissive-looking log, “ This
is the boarding house spoken of in your post-office petitions,
isntit?’

lie did not « take,” however, but gravely replied that they
had turmed out stacks of boards since the mill wes started,
and that they had thought of keeping it running nights as
wvell as days.

As 1 could conceive of no very direct connection between a
sawmill and a post-office, and not caring to have too much
saw dust throan in my eyes, nor to countenance any log-rolling
operation, | moved off toward the store again.  But not aword
wes wolunteered about the « factory,” so 1 marched straight
ower to it, and trying one of the nain doors, found it all fast
as | had suspected. | wes about to repeat the attermpt at
ancther part of the building, but the post mester had now
arrived on the ground, and his reluctant explanation saved me
further trouble on that head at least.

« Owing to the hard times, it is not occupied now, but until
lately it has enmployed somre thirty or forty hands. They'll
get agoing again soon, and intend to ermploy some eighty work:
men.  The suspersion is only termporary.”

“Worse off than the hat factory of which you spoke, at
the other village,” | dbserved.  He made no reply.

Finding | could abtain no independent conveyance by which

24
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to meke the tour of observation through the other parts of the
toan, | accepted the offer of a young man who drove up to
the store very opportunely, to whom the ideawas suggested
by the post mester, and who, it wes hinted, was in no way
identified with this vexatious dispute.

During the first mile or so of our ride his neutrality seermed
well sustained, but it began rapidly to disappear as we eanD
in sight of the village which had been bereft of its post-office
as well as its post mester, his arswers to my questions betray-
ing a decided bias toward the “ let well enough alone” policy
as applicable in this case

I did not propose to stop there at this time, but to pass
through to the upper village—but my suspicions that 1 had
after all committed myself to the tenporary keeping of one of
the friends of the newsites, were fully confirmed when | found
him taking a narrow by-way through the old settlement, poorly
calculated to show off the place to much advantage.

“ Look here” said I, “ don't go through this hollow; but
take a tum round by those spires, and let me see what they
have got to brag about.”

Coming 1o a halt, and backing round in asonmewhat spiteful
manner, during which manoeume we cane near upsetting, he
soon care upon the route indicated.

Whether from a conviction that there wes no use in trying
to cheat e any longer, or from the study requisite for the
invention of some new system of tactics likely to be nore
successful, he said but little nore during the rest of our ride.

I subsequently ascertained that he and the scherre of getting
two post-offices for one, rejoiced in one and the sane patemity,
or in other words, that his mother was the wife of the enter-
prising and wealthy gentleman before nmentioned, and like a
good and dutiful son, he “ went in” for whatever favored the
“ od man's” interest

Passing through ore of the main streets of the middle or
post-officeless village, 1 adbsened standing in front of a re-
spectable, ancient-appearing mansion, a solenm-looking hearse,
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ami a large number of other vehicles, indicating that fureral
services were being performed within, and through the gpen
windows and doors | could see the friends and nmourmers.

« A fureral, 1 perceive,” said | to my conpanion

A sullenly emmphisized “ yes,” wes all the notice vouchsafed
to my remark

« A fine-looking lot of horses collected here,” 1 continued.

“ Yes, pretty fair,” he rejoined, without, however, with-
drawing his attention from a large fly which was annoying
our animel, and at the same time proving himself anything
out an expert marksnman by his repeated unsuccessful attermpts
to annihilate the insect with the lash of his whip.

a “ This accounts for my seeing so few persors in the streets,”
I remarked.  “ They must be attending the funeral,”

“ 1 suppose so,” he amswered, at the sane instant striking
the unlucky fly dead, which neither he nor bab-tail had before
succeeded in choking off.

A quarter of an hour nore found us at village number three,
pleasantly situated upon elevated ground, and consisting of an
old-fashioned country church, the fire establishment of the
wealthy pioneer in this post-office enterprise, already referred
to, a store, and a few other buildings.

The solitary merchant here wes also the newly-appointed
post mester, a very worthy man from all appearances, though
of course deeply inpressed with the idea that the *“ balance of
pover” should not be disturbed by a discontinuance of the
recently established office, and the restoration of the old ore
on its formrer site.  And it appeared very dear that he had
dore all in his power to make the inconvenience of the late
change fall as lightly as possible upon those nore directly
interested, for he had arranged to extend every acconmodation
in his power, and anong other things to post a list of all the
letters for distant sections of the town, yoon the “ meeting-
house” door every Sabbath, and to keep his office open
“ between meetings,” for the delivery of all meil matter which
should be called for.
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His brief history, as related by hinself, brought to light
the fact that he had senved the Government as post mester
many years before, having originally been appointed, as he said,
by “ old Hickory” hirrself.

During half an hour's conversation, the information fur-
nished at this point wes gererally of a candid and inpartial
charecter, though the explanations regarding a defunct bank;
the remains of which stood within a stone's throw of the post-
office, proved the nost troublesone subject that wes talked
over. The exiration of its charter, if | mistake not, wes
given as the reason for its closed doors.

The measured tolling of the church bell attracted my atten
tion The fureral procession from the other village hed
reached the hill and wes just entering the burial-ground,
through the churchryard, and after a short interval passed out
again on its retum

Having now obtained all the information 1 could in that
quarter, | suggested to my escort that | was ready to nowe,
and we were soon on our way back  About half way to the
middle village, we cane up with the procession, and folloned
along at a slow pace, in fact forming a part of the solenm cor-
tege.

It had somehow leaked out that the -« Post-Office Agent”
wes there, and along the whole line, hats and even bonnets
couid be seen projecting from the sides of such of the carriages
as were provided with coverings. Conpared with the post-
office question, the grave was nowhere, and furerals were at a
discount. Sone of the nost interested happened to be in the
nearest vehicles to us, and when they discovered who'my com
panion wes, a number of the animels were suddenly relieved
of a good share of their burthen.  Several of the deserters fell
in the rear, and without waiting for a formal introduction,
began to discourse eloguently upon the subject of their post
office grievances. | assured them that | would spend the
night at the hotel in their village, where 1 would be happy to
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meet them and their friends, for the purpose of inquiry and
investigation.

Many a head of afamily, 1 think, wes missed that evening
from the tea tables, for although it was about the usual hour of
that repest when | reached the hotel, the citizens cane flock-
ing in in great numbers, and filling the spacious audience
room which the landlord had heastily prepared on hearing of
my approach, to its utmost capeacity, and even before 1 was
fairly seated

Most of them being still in the samre dress in which they
had attended the furneral cerenonies, the « customary suit of
solerm black,” they were about as well-looking a set of men as
you will often sec in country or city. A nore excited and
anxious group of faces, | am sure was never seen in a council
of war on the eve of agreat and decisive battle.  Nor will |
attenpt to assert that | wes wholly free from anxiety as to how
I should acquit myself before this august assembly, as the
representative and enmbodiment of the Government, on this
trying occasion

The scene, however, corsidered in reference to the real im
portance of the interests at stake, wes richly ludicrous. |
felt that the dignity of the Post-Office Department wes for a
time committed to My keeping, and | flatter myself that 1 suc-
ceeded admirably in sustaining it, though it required occasion:
ally not a little effort

Ore of the gentlermen whaose acquaintance 1 had informally
mede in the rear of the funeral procession, did the honors in
the way of introducing nme to each of those who had asserbled,
and to such as cane in in the course of that ever-to-be re-
membered evening—1 should have said night, for it wes not
far from daylight, when 1 had listened to the last eloquent
appeal in behalf of restoring to themtheir lost rights and pri-
vileges.

The whole thing was conducted in a way which, for paria-
mentary order and decorum, would have put to the blush the
loner House of Congress near the close of the session; and |

24 *
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am not quite sure that the upper branch of that Honorable
body, with an exciting subject in hand, could not have derived
sore useful hints from the manner in which business wes
there enacted

The room which 1 understand wes soon after christened
and is now known as “ Restoration Hall,” wes about twenty-
five feet by thirty, and for nost of the time during this event-
ful meeting, 1 chanced to occupy the only rocking chair there-
in, at ore side of the room facing the door.  Considering that
nost of the conpany were my seniors by several years, that
wes hardly polite; but after several times insisting in vain that
some ore else should take the post of honor, | settled doan
without further misgivings.

Never did | so heartily regret my ignorance of the art of
stenography as now;, for a verbatim report of all that wes here
said, would prove the richest and nost amusing part of this
narrative,

After some gerneral and desultory conversation, and conr
siderable manoceuvring as to who should leed off, the respon
sible task fell upon a somewhat vererable and prominout
citizen, who, as | perceived from his “ opening,” had enjoyed
the honor of representing the tonwn in the loner House, as
well as the Senate of the State. This gentlemen’s indigna:
tion wes 0 intense at the ““ shabby treatment” of the Govern-
ment, that at first he seemed to question the propriety of
condescending to enter into any argument or formal statement
in support of a speedy restoration of the post-office.

“ 1 feel myself nortified and humbled,” said he, “ that arny-
thing nore should be required in this case in securing us
justice, than a mere glance at this assenblage, which, leaving
out the speaker, cannot be surpassed in respectability and
intelligence, by any which could be so readily convered in any
community.”

(1 gereral sensation, and a modest assent all round, so far
&s looks could indicate it.)

“You have before you, sir,” continued he, * professional
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men—nen who have devoted all their lives to the training and
education of youth,—farmrers, mechanics, and merchants—all
of them sir, men who know their rights, and knowing dare
meintain them, sir. Many of them and | for org, sir, differ
with the Administration in politics; but | toko it, sir, that
hes nothing to do with the settleent of this business. Our
Government will have arrived at a pretty pess, indeed, when
it makes a distinction between a whig or locofoco community,
in the granting of mail facilities.”

The term * locofoco” proved for a noment a slight fire-
brand in the camp—a sis foot, plain farmrer-looking indivi-
dual, who had not | think attended the fureral, and who, like
ihe brave Putnam had left his plough in the furron, on
hearing of a chance to fight—starting to his feet and inter-
rupting the speaker—

« Your Honor,” said he, “ 1 hope my whig friend, if he
must speak of politics, will consent to call denocrats by their
right names.  What would he say if 1 should apply the term
‘ federalists' to his side of the house ?”

The first speaker wes evidently preparing for a broadside
in retum for this interruption, but it wes averted at once by
the assurance volunteered on ny part, that the question of
politics would have nothing to do with this one; and that o
harmwes probably intended by the use of the objectionable
designation; whereupon our agricultural friend quietly resumed
his seat, his blood seemingly several degrees cooler than when
he left it

“ You're right, sir, no harmrcas iutended,” good-naturedly
responded the pioneer orator. “ It cane so natural to say
locofooo, that | hardly noticed it myself. We all have ore
conmon object here, and the fact that neighbour li. is the
only loco—1 beg pardon—denocrat, who happers to be pre-
sent, should have suggested to ne greater allonance for his
sersitive feelings.”

There wes a gereral laugh at the expense of our loo
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representative of the dermmocracy, and the discussion resured
its nore legitimate channel.

At a later period, a careful canvassing would have shoan
quiite a respectable sprinkling of the political friends of the
gentleman who took exceptions as above stated; and 1 have
aways mistrusted that he managed in some way to procure
their special attendance, being evidently a little chagrined at
the accidental exposure of the very meagre representation of
his party at the commencenent.

The gentleman having the floor proceeded - —

*“ | am satisfied the Post Mester General would never have
decided as he hes, if he had waited for further informration
And the indecent haste with which certain men acted in this
metter, is a downright shame and disgrace. | doubt not, from
what | can leam, that they had their petitions secretly circu-
lating, as soon s the sickness of our late post mester becane
knonn. Would to God lie hed lived to defeat their selfish
ad illiberal schemes! But an overruling Providence ordered
it otherwise, doubtless for the accomplishment of some wise
purpose !

“ We are prepared to show you, sir, by the figures, (though
wc have seen that, in the hands of unprincipled nen, figures
mwill SOetines lie)) that three-fourths of the mail matter for
the tonwn belongs to persons of this village, who, by this wicked
novenrent, are obliged to send a distance of two miles for their
letters and papers.”

Here wes a strong statement, exhibiting a greater difference
in the business and correspondence of the three villages than
even the papers on the dffidal files of the Department had
claimed. | wes therefore disposed to call for the prodf, if it
could he had, before proceeding further.

“ Is there any way of getting at what you have just stated
as afact?” | inquired.

They were not to be caught napping, for the “ Conmittee
on Statistics” wes on the spot, to nmeet any such exigencies
that might arise
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A slight uod of the gentleman's head tonard the cormer of
the room wes pronmptly responded to by ore of the conpany,
whom | Ind obsernved listening nore intently, if possible, than
the rest, to the opening address.

He might be described as a gentleman about forty years of
age, with sharp features, and withal as active and keen-looking
a body as you will often come across.  With a smile, and an
air of self-reliance, he drew from his hat a bundle of papers
of different shapes, from an inch wide to a full sheet of large
size « cap,” and, coming to the table, placed them upon it
A moment’s search, during which not a word wes spoken, pro-
duced the desired voucher, which was to confirm the truth of
the three-fourths assertion It proved to be acertificate signed
by the assistant of the late post mester, setting forth that, in
his opinion, only about one-quarter of all the letters arriving
at that office, during the last three nonths of its existence,
went outside of a circle of ore mile.

The ex-assistant hinmself, being present, wes appealed to,
but although he wes willing, in gerneral tems, to rcaffirm
what he had put upon paper, yet he failed to fumish any very
satisfactory data upon which the calculation had been nede.
It wes so much at variance with the allegations contained in
the petitiorns for the new sites, that the inpression could not
be resisted that there had been truth-stretching somewhere.

* Should the office be reestablished here” said | to the
ex-assistant, « can the Departent rely on the berefit of your
experience in its future management, as post nester ?”

My object of course wes to fathom if possible, the depth
of any personal interest he might have had iu meking the
certificate referred to.

“Well, sir, as to that,” he answered, his face a little flushed,
“ 1 hardly think | could attend to it; and besides, | may go
to the West in the Spring, if not before.”

My unexpected inquiry as to a suitable candidate for the
office, produced a marked sersation. |1 osenved that it hed
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especially disconcerted the “ Committee on Statisticsj” why
it did so the reader will leam in due tine.

Apologizing to the gentleman whose speech had thus been
interrupted, he resumed, but in a few moments camre to an
abrupt dose on the arrival of two young gentlenen, both re-
siding near village number three, and therefore, except to a
few, supposed to have cone as spies and reporters. A short
corsultation, in which | took no part, showed that they were,
as | inferred, all right on the main question, notwithstanding
their location  They were brothers.

If the actors in this scene had been engaged in a play upon
the stage, these two new characters could not have been intro-
duced in a nore artistic or tinely nanner. What they had
to offer wes prefaced by a few words from the gentleman who
hed just terminated his formal discourse, informing ne that
they had magnaninmously volunteered to cone here and throw
their mite into the scale, on the side of truth and right, and
that private interest, even, could not blind them to the great
injustice that had been perpetrated

Their oan testinony wes very brief, and s0 wes their stay,
for, believing 1 had seen their names on one of the petitions
asking for just what had been dore, 1 unlocked my carpet-
bag, and on referring to one of the original papers which for
the time being had been placed in my hands, | there found
both their signatures, quite conspicuous anong the peti-
tioners !

And | felt bound to give others a sight of them, too, if for
no other reason, to impart to the “ injured” members of that
community a slight knowledge of sore of the difficulties which
the Post Mester General and his Assistant often have to enr
counter in these and similar cases. It wes all news to those
present excepting to the two “ magnaninous” gentlermren in
terested They had doubtless supposed that the evidence of
their double-dealing wes very quietly sleeping in one of the
snug and obscure pigeontholes of the Appointment Office.

On coming into the room again, after a quarter of an hour’s
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absence at the supper tabic, 1 missed these two generous volun-
teers, and understood they left very soon after | withdrew
Their inconsistent course wes afterwards explained to ne in
this wise : After they had signed for the change, and the pa
pers had gore to Washington, it came out that the three
Select-men of the toan had united in a letter to the Depart-
ment, on the sane side of the question, all three of them
happening to live nearer the new sites than the old orne; and
the brothers having become involved in a somewhat bitter
quarrel with ore of those dffidials, had determined to get on
the opposite side, in the post-office struggle, and defeat their
wishes if possible.

Among the speakers wes the Principal of the Academy
before alluded to; awvery intelligent gentleman, and one of
dignified appearance.  His observations related nmainly to the
inconveniences resulting to the members of that institution
from the want of a post-office. After he had concluded his
remarks, | inquired,

“ What is the present nunmber of your pupils 7’

Upon this, some one suggested obtaining a printed cata
logue, and the “ Committee on Statistics” forthwith disap-
peared in search of the required panphlet The zeal ad
efficiency of this gentleman may have had no connection with
his desire to fill the office of post mester, should the office he
reestablished.  The reader will judge of this when he learrs
who wes finally selected for that position

After afew monments’ albsence, he returmed with a copy of
the catalogue.

Ouserving that it wes for a previous term | asked whether
there were as many pupils now as at that tine.

« The school is not quite as large at present,” said the Prin-
cipal; “ but we expect even a larger number of pupils at tho
beginning of the next term”

The hint fumished e (as the reader will rememmber) by my
doffidal friend of nolasses menory, in respect to the residences
of the pupils, happening to occur to my mind, | ran my eye
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over the colum containing that information, and found that,
with few exceptions, they belonged in toan  Consequently,
unless they carried on a nore extensive correspondence than
is usual for such youth, the argument maintained by the Prin-
cipal would lose much of its force. | made no allusion, how
ever, to this discovery, and he soon closed his remarks, express-
ing the hope that the loud conmplaints of the distant (?) parents
and guardians of the young ladies and gentlenen under his
charge would soon he effectually hushed by the restoration of
their former excellent mail facilities !

A few of those wise words, which, as Solomon assures s,
are “ as mails fastened by the nesters of asserrblies,” were
driven, in conclusion, by farmer G-, who, as a person sitting
near me whispered, wes a Justice of the Peace.  llis remarks
were dharacterized by much good sense, but an untoward cir-
curstance occurred as he concluded, which interfered with
the gravity of the proceedings as well as with his oan centre
of gravity. As the closing passage of his peroration fell from
his lips, he also fell at the sare instant !

There wes a scarcity of seats upon the present occasion, ad
our oratorical friend had no sooner risen for the purpose of
« pouring the persussive strain,” than his chair wes aopro-
priated by a fatigued neighbor, who “ squatted” on the vecant
territory, regardless of “ pre-emption” or pre-session

Unconscious of this furtive proceeding, Mr. G. went on with
his remarks, and closed with the folloning sentence :—

“In conclusion, sir, 1 should like to know whether the
people of this village are to be put down in this way 7’—at
the sae time attenpting to resune the scat he had vacated,
in the full belief that it wes still where he had left it As
facts did not bear him out in this opinion, he wes obliged to
yield to the force of circunstances, and had gained such a
backward impetus before he discovered the treachery of his
friend, that he descended to the floor with as much enrpheasis
as two hundred pounds of bone and muscle are capable of
-producing under similar circunmstances !
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The illustration of his remarks wes perfect He thought
that the inhabitants of the village were to be « put doan” in
an underhanded manner. Whether they were to rise again
as rapidly as did he, renains to be seen

“ That strain again ; it had a dying fall,”

thought 1 after the orator descended so suddenly from his
rhetorical and personal elevation.

Business waes for the monment swalloned up in a roar of
laughter, to which the ex-Senator, the dignified Principal,
the erergetic dealer in Statistics, and the Agent, contributed;
and even the fallen speaker, whose title to thefioor No one wes
inclined to dispute, joined in the chorus.

The person who had caused this catastrophe, apologized to
Mr. G. by remarking, “ You got through quicker than 1'd
any idee of.”

« Or | either,” dryly retumed Mr. G., brushing the dust
from his inexpressibles.

This occurrence seerred the signal for adjournment, and all
retired in good spirits, thanks to the gentleman who had thus,
in gpite of himself, been made the instrument of producing
such a pleasart state of feeling.

A sort of informal levee wes held on the folloning moming,
when all the forcible things bearing on the subject in hard
were said which had been forgotten at the meeting of the
night previous, or were the result of after cogitatiors.

As the time drew near for leaving, 1 called upon the land
lord for my bhill.

“ Oh, that's all settled,” said he.

“ Settled? by whom pray?” | asked

« Why, they told ne not to take anything fromyou, as they
would nmeke it all right,” he replied.

| called the attention of the landlord to the impropriety of
such a course under the circunstances, since in the event of
the restoration of the office to that village, it might be said,

25
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“ Oh, it's easy enough to see how that happeued. They knew
what they were about when they paid the Agents' hotel bill.”

For such reasons | declined the courtesy, and insisted on
paying the bill myself. The landlord finally yielded, rermarking,
“« they WON't like it when they find out that their directions
were not folloned.”

Soon after, the stage arrived at the door of the hotel from
a neighboring toan, on its way to the rail road depot, and this
wes to bo my conveyance to that place. 1 took leave of sudli
of the gentlemen as were standing about the plazza, ad
mounted to the seat upon the top of the stage, behind and
abovwe the driver's station To this elevated position | wes
unexpectedly folloned by the “ Committee on Statistics,” and
another person whom | had not seen before.  This nove on
the part of the former gentleman wes probably maede not only
to secure my car during the passage to the depdt, but to pre-
vent the post mester there from gaining any advantage over
him in the time which would elapse between the arrival of the
stage and the departure of the cars.

Being placed, like men in general, between the known ard
unknown—the “ Committee” ou one side, and the stranger
on the other, my attention, soon after we had started, wes
attracted to the former individual by sundry punches in the
ribs, proceeding from his elbow; accompanied with ominous
winks and glances towards my other companion, Who wes just
then conversing with the driver.

“Look out what you say,” whispered the vigilant Com
mittee, “ that fellow is a spy; he is one of the Dep6t boys.”

“All right,” I replied, in al sincerity, for | wes not sorry
to find that my friend would be prevented by the presence of
the “ spy” from executing the design which he undoubtedly
had, of catechizing nme iu reference to the report 1 should
meke to the Department.

Arriving at the station, 1 crossed over to the post office,
and there remained until the whistle of the loconmotive wes
heard
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“Well, good bye, Mr. W—,” said | to the post nester,
offering my hand.

“ 1 think,” said he, “ that | will rice a little way with you,
&s far et lesst as the next station”

He accompanied me across to the depot, and as we stepped
upon the platform of a car, we were folloned by the *“ Com
mittee” and ore of his nost interested friends, who had cone
owver in the* stage with us, an inside passenger.

These gentlenmen were evidently bent on thwarting the plans
of my saccharine associate, but he had in an important par-
ticular greatly the advantage over them, for, by virtue of his
office, he wes alloned the privilege of riding in the nail car,
to which we at once proceeded, leaving our disappointed
friends in the outer world, among the undistinguished crond
whom the conductor indiscriminately calls upon for “your
noney or your ticket.”

My companion and his opponents alighted at the next sta
tion, to wait for the retum train, and as the cars noved on, |
obsenved that they were conversing together, the countenance
of the former displaying a radiant appearance of satisfaction
which plainly showed his triumphant state of mind.

I have no mears of knowing what passed between them on
their retum, but it is altogether probable that the “ Committee”
and his friend enployed the time in “ pumping” or attempting
to punp their associate, unless he took refuge in the nail car.

The investigation resulted in restoring the post-office to the
center village, and in discontinuing the two others.

The reader will be pleased to leam that the “ Conmittee on
Statistics” received the appointment of post mester.



CHAPTER XX.

HARROWFORK POST-OFFICE.

A gloomy Picture—Beautiful Village—Litigation in Harrowfork—A
model Post Master— The Excitement— Petitioning the Department—
Conflicting Statements—The decisive Blow—The new Post Master
—The “ Reliable Man”— Indignant Community—Refusal to serve—
An Editor's Candidate—The Temperance Question—Newspaper Ex-
tracts—A Mongrel Quotation—A Lull—A “ Spy in Washington”—
Bad Water—New Congressmen—The Question revived— Delegate
to Washington—Obliging Down Easter—The lost Letters—Visit to
the Department— Astounding Discovery— Amusing Scene— A Con-
gressmen in a “ Fix”— The Difficulty “ arranged.”

There IS no blessing bestoned upon us by a bind Prowvi-
deuce, which man's selfishness may not penvert into a grievance.
We have seen this principle illustrated in the use and abuse
of post-offices, as often as in any other civil institution.

Howv society in the nineteenth century could exist without
meil routes and the regular delivery of letters, it is inpossible
to conceive.

Imagine a toan without a post office ! a community without
letters! « friends, Romans, countrynmen, and lovers,” particu-
larly the lovers, cut off from correspondence, bereft of news
papers, buried alive from the light of intelligence, and the
busy stir of the great world! What an appalling picture !

We have always thought that Robinson Crusoe and his man
Friday might have enjoyed a very comfortable existence, had
Juan Femandez been blessed with a post-office.  But think

(292)
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of a society of Crusoes and Fridays! nobody receiving letters,
nobody writing letters—ro watching the mails, no epistolary
surprises and enjoyments, which form so large an elenent in
our social life to-day t

But gloomy as the picture appears, we have many times
thought that some very respectable and enlightened villages
would be decidedly benefited, were the post office stricken from
the catalogue of their institutions. This is a bore of conten:
tion, which often sets the whole neighborhood by the ears*
and communities, which might othenwise enjoy the reputation
of being regular circles of “ brotherly love,” break out into
quarrels, contentions, slanders, litigations, and all sorts of un
christian disturbances.

The case of the toan of Harrowfork, which | find recorded
in my note-book, will nost capitally illustrate the point under
corsideration  Harrowfork, by the way, is not the real name
of the town, but a fictitious one, which we use for our conve-
nience, to avoid personalities. It is located on the Eastem
slope of an eminence, which owverlooks ore of the fairest of
valleys on ore of the nost beautiful New England streans.
The town wes once a favorite place of resort with the writer,
during the Summer season; and, although this wes years ago,
the pretty village is still fresh in his menory, with its green
hills, its handsome residences embowered in the foliage of trees
and vines— its rival churches, with their emulous spires point-
ing tonard heavenj its shady roads, and megnificent prospects,
looking far off upon the wide-spread valley, dotted with farm
houses, and beautified by the sinuous, glittering waters of the
stream

Its sunrises were particularly fire, and it hes always seened
to e that the poet must have had them in his mind, when he
penned the sonnet conmmencing

“ Full many a glorious morning | have seen
Flatter the mountain tops with sovereign eye,

Kissing with golden face the meadows green,
Oilding pale streams with heavenly alchemy !”
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It appears to us a strange dispensation of Providence, that
sucn a perfect nest of loveliness should be invaded by inhar-
nonious car birds, and mischief-making wrers.  But dissen
sios did creep in through the postoffice  Up to a certain
time, such universal peace prevailed anong the inhabitants,
that its two lanyers would have been beggared, had they not
wisely resorted to farming, as a nore reliable ooccupation than
the occasional and precarious ore of conducting sore tane and
straight-fornard case, for a petty fee. But nowthe laners
have enough to do, without tuming aside from their regular
profession; litigation is brisk and spirited in Harrowfork, and
intricate and aggravated cases are nurerous.  Neighbors
quarrel, church members sue each other, deacors go to lawy
the lavwers build fine houses, their families grow extravagant
in dress—all oning to the post-office

As long as old Uncle Crocker was post nester, there wes o
difficulty. He seened just the man for the business. He
was looked ypon as a part of the institution.  Nobody thought
of tuming himout, nore than they would have thought of
petitioning for the renoval of Harronfork Hill.

But Uncle Grocker was not a permanent institution, notwith-
standing the people’s faith.  Orne of his daughters married,
and settled in the West. Excited by the report she made of
the country, two of his sons followed her, and in the courso
of time, Uncle Crocker hinself “ pulled up stakes,” retired
from the post-office with honors, and migrated to the new
territory.

As soon as the dld gentleman’s intention was made public,
there wes a slight flutter of interest in the community, in rela-
tion to the subject of a successor in his office. At first, if the
name of a new candidate wes hinted at, it wes offered like
Snagshy’'s expression of gpinion in the presence of his wife—
only as a “ mild suggestion.” But there wes a good deal of
partisan feeling latent in Harronfork, and this wes just the
thing to dewvelope it; and gently as the breeze had arisen it
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freshened and increased, until it blew a perfect hurricare, that
not only disturbed the whole county, but becamre troublesome
even as far off as Washington.

At an early period of the excitement, the friends of an
enterprising tradesnman in the place bad gone quietly to work,
and procured his appointrent to the office It wes quite a
surprise to many of his fellowrtoannsmen, and ho small sersa
tion wes produced when Deacon Upton Was announced as
the new post nester.  Many were dissatisfied, of course, and
although the deacon had always been known as a quiet, in
offersive man, he suddenly becare the subject of derogatory
remerks.  The personal friends who had been instrunental in
securing the appointment, formed a spirited minority in his
favor, while all who had not been consulted in the premises,
naturally felt bound to range theneselves on the side of his
critics and opponents.

To nmeke metters worse, a Presidential canpaign folloned
Mr. Upton's inauguration, and politics “ ran high.” The
post-office becane the great centre and source of exciterment
People met, on the arrival of the mails, and glanced over the
editorial colunms of their newspapers, and talked over their
grievances. At length the great crisis came. A change of
Administration wes effected And as the health or sickress
of the nation appeared now to depend entirely upon the post-
office incumbent at llarrowfork, this subject received prompt
attention from all parties.

All sorts of communications, full of absurd conplaints, con
tradictory statements, inperative conmands, and angry denun-
ciations, were now poured in upon the Post-Office Departrrent
at Washington. To show what human nature is at such
times, and also to designate bow perfectly clear and beauti-
fully pleasant the duty of the appointing power becores, in
the progress of the snarl, we will give a few specimens of these
conflicting missives.

Here is ore version of the story —
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To His Honor, the Post Master General, at Washington.
Sir:

Your Honor's humble petitioners, legal voters in the town of Har-
rowfork, respectfully submit the following undeniableZacts for your
consideration.

First, the person who now holds the office of post master in our
place, is totally unfit for the business. He was got in by a clique of
interested individuals, who used underhanded measures for the pur-
pose, and succeeded in their object only by blinding the eyes of the
Department to the real character of the man, and the wishes of the
people. Not one man in fifty is in favor of the present incumbent ;
and those who are, turn out generally to be persons who seldom write
or receive letters, and have little or no business in connexion with the
post-office.

Second, the office is left during a great portion of the time in the
charge of the post master’'s father-in-law, a worthy old gentleman,
but whose sight has somewhat failed him ; so that when persons call
for letters or papers, he has first to hunt up bis spectacles, which he
has been known to be near five minutes in finding ; then he has to go
over with the letters, &c., very slowly, to avoid making mistakes,
very often taking them out of the wrong box at that, and after all,
giving the wrong letters to people, or giving them none at all, when
the fact is, letters for them have perhaps been lying untouched in the
office for weeks. Such cases are nothing uncommon.

Third, valuable letters have been lost through carelessness on the
part of persons in the office, or from less excusable causes, of which
we leave your Honor to judge. Letters containing money are par'
ticulariy liable to miscarry.

Fourth, it is a fact which merits your [Monor’'s special considera-
tion, that, in consequence of the dissolute habits of the post master’s
nephew, who attends in the office evenings, a not very respectable
gang of young men are encouraged to hang about the doors till late
at night, making it very unpleasant for the more sober citizens to go
there for their mails.

Fifth, the present post master is a deacon of the church, and very
sectarian in his views. There may bo no direct connection between
this circumstance, and the fact that the religious newspapers of
different sects from his own, are apt to be lost or destroyed in the
mails, while the “ Helmet of Truth,” a paper to which he is commis-
sioned to obtain subscribers, is always punctually delivered ! Your
Honor's petitioners state this only as a remarkabte coincidence, which
may however have some bearing upon the case.
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In view of these stubborn and undeniable facts, we the under-
signed, legal voters in the town of Harrowfork, humbly petition your
Honor, that the present post master be removed, and a more suitable
person appointed in his place.

We also heg leave to suggest to your Honor's consideration, the
name of Josiah Barnaby, as a fit and reliable candidate for the office,
and a person who would be sure to give more general satisfaction to
the community than any other available man.

Trusting that the foregoing statements will receive your Honor's
early attention, and such official action as the merits of the case de-
mand, we remain

Tour Honor's respectful petitioners.

I *,  (Aminadab Fogle,
BN Yi ancj thirteen others.

This wes certainly a strong case, and it would seem per-
fectly clear that “ his Honor” should straightway remove Up-
ton and appoint Barmaby to fill his place.

But close upon the heels of the abowve petition, folloned an
other of a very different character. The franers of the last
also maintained that a change should he mede, and adduced
strong charges against Upton; but it appeared after all, that
Barmaby wes not the nost reliable man.

“ Such an appointment,” said the new document, “ would give
greater dissatisfaction, if possible, than the old one has done.
The said Barnaby is an infidel, who made himself very obnoxious to
all right-minded citizens by his avowed disbelief in the Scriptures,
and his contempt of the Sabbath, and the ordinances of religion.
Your Honor's humble petitioners, therefore, submit that it would be
an outrage upon the feelings of a Christian community to have such
a person appointed to so important and responsible an office.

Furthermore, the undersigned take it upon themselves to affirm
that it is not the wish of over four persons in our district that the
said Barnaby should receive the commission. Wo understand the pe-
tition in his favor was drawn up by one Aminadab Fogle, whose name
heads the list. Now it happens that the said Fogle is a brother-in-
law of the said Barnaby, while at least three others in his (Barnaby’s)
favor are likewise connections of the family, and persons, like him,
entirely destitute of religious principles. With regard to other per-
sons who signed the petition, the most of them privately acknow-
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ledge that they did so, because they ivere urged, and could not re
fuse, without offending their neighbors,

Uudcr these circumstances, the undersigned respectfully represent
that they express the general feeling of the community, when they
nominate Mr. Homer S. Clark as an eligible candidate for the office in
question.”

Then follons an eulogy on Mr. Homer S. Clark; the whole
winding up with a grand rhetorical flourish, to the tail of
which are attached some twenty-three nanes, representing the
active “ better class” of society in Harronfork

So it appeared that Clark wes the right man; and un
doubtedly the Department would have proceeded at once to
invest him with the disputed honors; but before any action
could be had in the matter, a candid representation from an-
other party, strengthened by affidavits, senved to cast « omi-
nous conjecture” on the whole affair.  This wes a petition
from the Upton party, wherein it wes maintained, that of
the two aspirants for office, Barnaby wes the better nan of
the two, Clark having made himself very unpopular, by fail-
ing for a large amount some years before, going through chan
cery, and afterwards living in a style of elegance unbecoming
a man who had dismissed his creditors with ten cents ona
ddllar.

It wes also shown that the prime nmowver in favor of Clark
wes a cousin of his, and the same person who wes supposed to
have held a large portion of bankrupt property in trust for tho
said Clark at the tine of his failure! Still Barmaby wes no
nore fit for the office, than the petitioners in favor of Clark
had represented. There were fifty in Harronfork eminently
quelified to fulfil the duties of post mester, and who would
give infinitely better satisfaction than either of the new can
didates; but of them all, there wes no one, who, in the opin
ion of the petitioners, wes better calculated for the office than
the present incumbent. It wes only a few dissatisfied, mis-
chief-making people, who protended to corsider a change at
all desirable. Upton had nowbeen in a year; had shoan
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himself obliging and faithful ; and although a few uninpor-
tant mistakes, unavoidable under the circumstances, had
escaped his eye in the early part of his career, he was now ex-
perienced, and no such errors would be likely to occur in fu-
ture.

The attention of the Department wes then called to the
fact that the names of John Hannon, Solormon Corwin, Amos
Fink, and several others, probably would be found on both the
Clark and Bamaby petitions! This inconsistency wes easily
accounted for.  In the first place, John Hammon had always
been accustomed, when Crocker wes post nmester, to make him-
self quite at home in the office,  Mr. Upton, honever, exer-
cising a stem impartiality, had from the first excluded ewvery
outsider from the private room, Harmon not excepted, during
the business of opening and assorting the mails.  Thereupon
Harmon had taken offence, and was ready to sign any petition
against Upton, without regard to the source whence it ori-
ginated. With respect to Corwin and Fink and any others
whose names might be found on both the previous petitiorns,
they were easy, good-natured individuals, who could not say
“no;” and who might generally bo prevailed upon to sign
any sort of a paper to which their attertion wes called.

It wes therefore the humble prayer of the petitioners, that
no needless change should be mede, but that the present post
nmester should be continued in office, at least until some good
reason should be assigned for his renoval.

Then folloned a good show of names designed to inpress

the Department with the power and influence of the Upton
party.
This put a different face upon the matter, and sinple jus-
tice seermed to require that the actual incumbent should re-
main unnolested in the enjoyment of the honors and enolu-
ments of his office

But there came another statenent from a fourth party,
containing grave and serious charges not only against Barmaby
and Clark, hut also against Upton, and recommending the re-
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troval of the latter, and the appointment of a new candidate,
Mr. Ezekiel Sloman, to the vacancy. It was nade to appear
that Mr. Sloman wes the man, of al others, to please the com
munity at large; and for a tine his prospects were very good ;
but some of Upton's friends getting wad of the natter, it
wes satisfactorily represented to the Departirent-, that although
an honest, well-meaning man, the said Sloman wes ertirely
destitute of energy and business tact; that, indeed, he had so0
little worldly capecity that he wes literally supported by the
charity of friends; and that in order to relieve thenselves
of the encumbrance, these friends had united to have him ap-
pointed post nmester.

Thus Sloman wes cast overboard  The Upton party exulted.
Their opporents were exasperated, and a caalition wes formed
between the Barmaby and Clark factions.

Auiftadab Fogle and John Harmmon put their heads to
gether. Both Clark and Bamaby were dropped, and all hands
agreed to support a new man named Tvheeler.  But the nain
thing wes to renrove Upton.  The folloming strong point wes
according.y made against that individual, in addition to the pre-
vious charges.

“ Although entirely disinterested in the matter, except so far as the
common rights of humanity are concerned, the undersigned consider
it their conscientious duty to inform your Honor that the said Upton
is decidedly opposed to the present national administration. He has
long been at heart an abolitionist of the deepest dye, and of late his
fanaticism has shown itself in public. During the recent Presidential
campaign, the post-office was made the head-quarters of the Free
Soilcrs, and was, during a large portion of the time, converted into a
regular caucus room by the leaders of that party. That your Honor
may judge for yourself what this man’s political conduct has been, the
undersigned take the liberty of calling your attention to the enclosed
editorial notice of a Free Soil meeting in which Deacon Upton took an
active part. It is clipped from the columns of the “Tcmpei'ance
Goblet,” a paper neutral in politics and religion, and entirely indo
pendent and impartial on the post-office question.

The following is the newspaper paragraph referred to :
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“ Next, wc were a little surprised to see our respected friend post master Upton
take tho floor, and treat tho audience toa harangue, which as a specimen of eloquence
will, wo venture to assert, find nothing to compare with it in the orations of Cicero;
But it was the matter, more than the manner of the speech, which excited our asto»
Dishment. We bad always given our friend credit for being a law and order man,
nrtwithstanding his well known abolition prejudices(words in italics underscored with
ink by the petitioners,) until tho occasion of this public demonstration of tho most
ultra Garrisoniauism. How a man, uniformly discreet, should have suffered his
feelings to run away with his judgment in a public discourse, wc cannot conceive,
unless it be that in tho whirlwind of eloquence that boro him away, all consideration
of law, patriotism, aud duty, were lost sight of. After all, it is not Upton who is tc
blame, it is the times. He should have livod in Athens, in the palmy days of Grecian
oratory. What would Demosthenes have been by the side of tho giant Upton? Echo
answers “ What?”

This proved the decisive blonv  Upton wes cut off like
Hamlet, senior,

“ Even in the blossoms of his sin.”

Scarce wes his renoval effected, however, when the eyes of
llarronfork were suddenly opened to the fact that he wes
« about the best man for post mester, that could be had, after
al

The slanders that had been circulated to his disadvantage,
were tumed in his favor. Among other instances of dis-
honest dealing, in the gpposition party, the great fraud touch
ing Upton's Abolitionism, was now discovered and exposed,
lie was proved to bo entirely innocent of any such « political
heresy;” and it was further shown that the slip of editorial
clipped from “ The Tenperance Goblet,” had never appeared
in the coluns of that paper—that it had been prepared ex-
pressly, and privately printed for the dishonest purpose it had
served !

But the correction of the false and malicious statements
care too late to berefit Upton in his offidal capacity. He
had « gore out with the tide,” and the retuming waves were
ineffectual to bring him in again  He weas politically defunct,
aud a new post mester “ reigned in his stead”

About the new post mester. He wes tho favorite of no
faction, aud the appointment came to him as unexpectedly as
to the public. This is the way of it

26
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About the tine, the “ Town Conmittee,” having first en
dorsed a paper in favor of Wheeler, sent privately to Wash-
ington to inform the Post Mester General that the said
endorsement wes a nere formality, to be taken no notice of
whatever; and to recommend a new candidate named Foster.

The Department becoming not a little disgusted with the
whole business, wrote to a “ reliable” man in the vicinity, but
not in the town, for advice on the subject. Huttered by the
compliment, the “ reliable” person drew up an elaborate paper
on the subject, denmonstrating that the party would be endan
gered by the appointment of cither of the rival candidates,
and representing that some such cool-headed and discreet in-
dividual as Mr. Walters, (a widower of forty,) against whom
o prejudice had been raised, and who would no doubt prove
acceptable to the entire community, should receive the com
mission. This “ reliable” man wes supposed of course to ke
quite disinterested.  His suggestion wes accordingly adopted,
and Walters walked into the Post-Office, as Upton walked out.

But little opposition would have been excited against the
new incumbent, had the manner of his appointment renained
a secret.  But the “ reliable” man thought it too good to
keep. He desired that society should know what an inport-
ant personage he had become.  The dignity of his being con-
sulted by the Department at Washington, would be but half
enjoyed privately. He accordingly rode over to Harrowfork,
shook hands with the “ Selectmen,” talked about the post-
office, and laughed innardly, holding his sides and looking
suspiciously wise, whenever the subject of the new appoint-
ment wes broached He knew a thing or two— ne could tell
a secret if he chose— there wes nore than one way to settle a
quarrel—he knew the Department, the Department knew
him lla!l ha! ha! and ho! ho! ho! &

Horrible doubts racked the brain of John Hannon. lie
took Aininadab Fogle aside.

“ Look here!” said be. “ What relation is Judge Ames
(the - reliable man”) to the new post mester 7’
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« | declare)” replied Fogle, = 1 never thought of that!
Walters is Ames’ wife's sister's husband's youngest brother!
He is dreadful thick, too, with the family, and the talk is he
is going to marry Ames’ oldest daughter.”

“That explains it,” said John Harmon; “ 1 knew there
wes something of the kind at the bottom of it all. Keep
dark and I'll punmp the Judge urtil we get out of himall
about the way this rascally appointnment has been made.”

Already it wes « a rascally” appointnent.

After llarmon's talk with the Judge, who wes but too ready
to acknowledge bis instrumentality in the natter, it becane a
« detestable appointment,” and an « underhanded proceeding.”
And scarce had the tall of the Judge’s horse disappeared over
the bridge that night, when all Harronfork rang with the dis-
covery that had been made.  Little thought the - reliable”
man as be went home, chuckling over the joke, what a hor-
net's nest he had disturbed. But he probably knew some-
thing of it the folloning Sunday, when the widower Walters
went over to Amesbury to pay a visit to the Judge’s family in
gereral, and his eldest daughter in particular.

The truth is, a deafening hum of iudignation had gone up
from llarronfork, and it wes universally declared that the new
appointment wes by far the nost objectionable that could pos-
sibly have been made !

The result wes, the Department, the - reliable” man, and
the new post mester, individually and collectively, got soundly
abused by all hands; aud it wes not long before a delegation
wes dispatched to Washington, to expose the fraud, and re-
nonstrate against the continuance of Walters iu office. Against
the latter, the nost serious charges were preferred. It wes
claimed, armong other things, that he had been in toan but a
few years; furthemmore, that he had some time since held the
office of post mester in a neighboring state, and had resigned
to prevent being renoved for dfficial delinquencies. It waes
mainly on this ground that the Post Master General wes in-
duced to recall his conmission.  Scarcely wes this done, how
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ever, when it wes discovered that the unfortunate man had
been wronged; that it wes another Walters who had been a
jpost mester, &c.

Anxious to meke inmrediate reparation, the Department
hastened to send on the papers again; but by this tine, Wal-
ters, indignant at the manner in which he had been treated,
refused to acoept the office, wwriting a high-toned and dignified
letter on the subject to the Post Master General.

“ 1 do not wish,” said he, “ to have anything whatever to do with
the petty strife of politics. 1 have not sought, neither do | desire,
any public office. Had such been my ambition, my recent experience
would be sufficient entirely to eradicate the disease, unless it had
become chronic, from the effects of breathing too long the malaria of
political society.

“ ‘Some are born great; some achieve greatness; and others havo
greatness thrust upon them mine was of the last description ; hut
I am thankful that it has been temporary: nor shall | again consent
to endure * the slings and arrows of outrageous Fortune,’ in so lofty
and exposed a position as that of post master of llarrowfork.”

The sharp and independent style of this epistle made Wal-
ters quite popular with the Departnent, and he wes again
urged to accept the commission, which he again refused.

The trouble wes accordingly no nearer a settlement than at
the outset. The Department had unwittingly offended every-
body, and the “ reliable” man was, perhaps, the nost violently
indignant of all. When applied to a second time, he fired off
an explosive epistle at the Post Master General, which would
senve as a nodel for that style of writing.

« He wes not the person,” he said, “ to place himself nore
than once in a position to be gratuitously iusulted” And he
wes surprised that the Departiment, after subjecting Walters
to the treatment he had received, should again apply to him
(the Judge) for assistance. Had he an enemy whom he
wished to neke the victim of public animedversion and
disgrace, he might possibly nominate him to the office. Put
certainly he could not think of laying such an rifffiction at the
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door of his friends.  In conclusion, the Post Master General,
President, and Company, were politely invited to “ look else-
where for support in future.”

Tlie truth is, the Judge’s vanity wes touched. Having en
joyed the notoriety of procuring the appointment of Walters,
he naturally becane iucenscd at the tum affairs had taken,
and seized the first opportunity of emptying the vials of his
wrath iu a quarter where they were expected to produce a
sersation The Administration, however, survived.

Mearwhile Mr. Atkins, editor of the Termperance Goblet,
who had nis special candidate—a speculator named Blake—
wes playing his cardcs adroitly. He had a strong ally in Hon.
Mr. Savage, M. C, then at Washington. The last-named
gentleman, who had previously taken offence at the Post Mas-
ter General, for having the independence to fill a vacancy in
a post-office in his District without consulting him, now;, how
ever, cane alertly to the rescue, assuring the Department that
Blake wes the nost suitable man that could he chosen.  Blake
wes accordingly honored with the commission which Walters
hed refused.

Now Blake wes a strenuous advocate of the “ Maine law.”
He, accordingly, had for his enemies all the opporents of his
favorite doctrine. The “ Harronfork Freeman,” an anti-Maine
law organ, wes particularly bitter against him  The editor
of that paper lent his colunms to the exposure of the new post
mester’s pest course, and in a *'scathing article” accused him
of having been formerly the proprietor of a large distillery,
and of having accunmulated the bulk of his property iu that
business !

On the other hand, Atkins of the Goblet devoted his paper
to the defence of his candidate. At the sane time Hon. Mr.
Savage had becone reconciled to the Post Mester General, in
consequence of the attention paid to his reconmendation in
the case, and wrote a friendly and familiar letter to the De-
partment, explanatory and apologetic of Blake's course. He
alluded to the article in the “ PreeTtan,” and expressed a hope

ZG*
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that the Department would not be prejudiced by its state-
ments.

This reference, by the way, wes the first intimation the De-
partent had, that such an article ever appeared  The honor-
able member went on to treat the subject as if the gereral
Government and the nation at large stood waiting with breath
less anxiety for the issue.

« True,” said he, “ he was at ore time engaged in the manu-
facture of liquor; but certainly that circunstance should not
injure him in the estination of high-minded and liberal men
It is an horest calling, if honestly folloned, and nobody will
pretend that Blake has not shown hinself upright in all his
dealings. For my part, | hold to enlightened views on the
subject of eating and drinking; nor do | believe that one
citizen has a right to penetrate and criticise another’s private
life.”

Blake wes continued in dffice, whether in consequence of
the Honorable member’s chanpionship, we cannot say. But
certain it wes, that in the election struggle which cane off
soon after, Atkins of the Goblet supported the regular candi-
date for Congress, who wes o other than this same M. Savage,
of “ enlightened views;” and by carrying the nmess of the
termperance vote, secured his reelection by somre forty-five
majority !

The Goblet's course in this business appeared not a little
mysterious. It had supported Blake for post mester—a man
whose termperance professions were now regarded as entirely
superficial and worthless—and Savage for Congress, a person
nore than suspected as being a noderate drinker and a nman
of boasted « liberal prinj.plcs.” Messrs. Harmon and Fogle put
their dissatisfied heads together to discover the secret.  They
were aided and encouraged by the editor of the Freeman, and
presently in an article in that paper headed, © How to meke
Tin Night-Caps out of Pine Shingles,” the whole “ black his-
tory of shameless fraud and double-dealing,” as it waes called,
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wes revealed to an astounded public. Ave quote a few para:
graphs from the Freeman's article .—

“ Mero," said the merciless reviewer, with genuine satire, “ here is
a beautiful instance of love and harmony in political life! Here is
prophecy fulfilled. ‘The lion and the lamb shall lie down together,
and a little child shall lead them.” Savage—rightly named—is the
lion. Dlake—innocent, harmless, dove-like Blake, who never did any-
thing wrong, is the lamb; and Atkins is the little boy. He leads
there into sweet pastures of public office; and gives them to drink of
Congress water and post-office pap. O happy trio! O honest and
consistent coalition ! .

“ What makes the union appear all the more admirable, is the fact that
the most discordant elements have here been made to blend and inter-
mingle. Savage is a moderate drinker, who loves his wine at dinner,
and his punch before going to bed. Atkins is a stiff aud uncompro-
mising temperance man. One is Maine law, the other is Anti-Maine
law. As for Blake, he is sometimes one, so metimes both, and some-
times neither one tiling nor the other. But Atkins supports Savage,
Savage supports Blake, and they all support each other.

“ Now, as our grandmother used to say, ‘wherever you see a turnip-
top growing, you may be sure that there’s a turnip at the bottom of
it. Large or small, it's still a turnip.” Now, we have long admired
the luxuriance of Savage, Atkins, Blake & Co.'s turnip-tops. We
have recently been looking for the turnip, and lo! here it is! Who
secured Savage's re-election ? Blake, when at the last county con-
vention of the Maine Laws, lie advised them not to make an independent
temperance ticket for Congress. Who devoted his paper to the cause
of the moderate drinker? Atkins. Who got Blake the post-office?
Atkins and Savage. But what are Savage and Blake doing for Atkins
all this time? Is Atkins so unselfish as to work for them gratis?
Nobody believes it! Where then does the milk in the cocoa-nut come
from ? Let us see.

“ In the first place—we have it on Hie authority of an old lady who
knows the genealogy of every family in the county, and can trace
most people’s ancestry back to Noah—Blake is Atkins’s second cousin.
There’s one point. Now for another. Blake owns three-fourths of
the entire Goblet priutiug establishment, aud bolds the property in
such a way, that he can any day take the paper into his own hands,
and manage it to suit himselfl Therefore, whoever edits the Goblet,
is Blake's tributary. Wo were going to say tool or slave, but con-
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eluded to sacrifice truth to politeness. Thus it Lappens timt Atkins
is only ns it were Blake's left Laud,” &c.

After several nore paragraphs of the sane sort, the author
of the annihilating article, who found it very difficult to con
clude the subject, being of a very rich and attractive nature,
finally sunmed up all bis points, and bound them togcthei
with a striking original quotation, attributed to Shakspeare.
It wes as follons :

* O consistency ! thou art a jewel !
Which, like the toad, ugly and envious,
Bears yet a precious secret in his head.”

It wes this nongrel quotation which damped the Freeman's
pownder. The Goblet took it up, tuming the laugh against its
rival ; and for nonths the nodem style of rendering Shaks-
peare wes a standing joke.  Of course a copy of the Freerman,
containing the editorial marked, was sent to the Post Mester
General; but on reading about the toad at the end of the
annihilating article, the Department dismissed the whole sub-
ject with a good-natured laugh.

Notwithstanding the truth of the charges against him
Blake was continued in office ' Twas probably tlie fun of the
thing that saved him

Then folloned a lull.  The good people of Harronfork were
wom out with the harassing post-office question, and it was
permitted to rest until the approach of the next Gongressional
election.

Atkins of the Goblet went openly to work to secure the
re-nomination of Savage. But in the nean tine, a « spy In
Washington”—there are aways “ spies in Washington”—
privately gave information to the leading Maine law men iu
the District, concerming the Honorable member’s very equi-
wvocal support of tenperance principles. Armed with this
intelligence, the indignant constituency renorstrated with
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Atkins on tho incorsistency of his course.  He howewer,
“flatly denied” the allegations against Savage.

“Very well,” said the constituency; “ you may be sincere,
but wc shall investigate the matter a little.”

At the allusion to investigation, Atkins winced, and en-
deavored to dissuade his friends from such a ““ needless step.”

“We’'ll have a committee appointed towwrite Savage a letter,
at all events, and demand an exposition of his principles,”
replied they. “We want to know what sort of a man we are
supporting. We went for Savage before, mainly through your
influence; now we're determined to meke sure it's all right,
before we give him a single vote.”

“ Nonsense, gentlemen,” said Atkins; “ of course it's all
right! Don't go to bothering our candidate with letters. Let-
ters are the devil in politics.”

The temperance men, however, were not to be dissuaded,
and a letter wes written, in which the Hon. member wes
asked, anong other things, if he wes or was not “ in the habit
of using intoxicating liquors as a beverage, while at the seat
of Government 7’

In reply to this question, the gentleman of “ enlightened
views” wrote to the committee —

“ | frankly admit, that in consequence of the bad water at Wash-
ington, which has so deleterious an effect upon my health, whco |
drink it, as to render me for a large portion of the time unfit for busi-
ness, | have occasionally, by the advice of my physician, resorted to
ardent spirits, simply as a remedial agent. Yet this habit has been
confined strictly to the Capital. Never out of Washington have | in-
dulged in anything of the sort, even as a medicine.”

This letter wes received with significant nods and winks,
expressive of doubts and disapprobation, by the committee;
and it wes sent to the “ Goblet” for publication.  In the mean
time, however, its author had given Atkins private instructions
on the subject; and the “ Goblet” declined to publish the
letter.
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“ Gentlemen/" said Atkins, when called on for an explana-
tion, “ this is an absurd affair from beginning to end. |
opposed the proceeding at the outset | corsider the letter
perfectly satisfactory, but my readers are tired of these things,
adsoam 1. 1 must therefore be excused from having any-
thirngy to do with the affair.”

“ You will publish the letter, however, as an advertisement?”
suggested the committee.

“ Not even as an adwvertisemrent !”

« Not if paid for?”

“ No, not if paid for, gentlemen !” said the imperturbable
Atkins.

“Very well,” replied the conmittee, exasperated, “ wo
know who will publish it.”

They went across the way to the office of the “ Freeman,”
the “ rum paper,” as it wes called.  Harmon, who wes of the
committee, knew the editor, and took him confidentially aside.

“ Atkins,” said he, “ refuses to print this document; ‘twill
be just the thing for you, and it will spite him to see it in the
Freeman.”

“To tell you the truth,” said he, “ I’'m afraid to publish it
Twill just suit our moderate drinkers, and 1’'m not sosure but
it would injure our candidate with that class of men. On the
whole,” said he, “ | think 1 won't print it.”

Foiled in this quarter, John Harmon bethought him of the
“ News Courier,” a neutral paper published iti a neighboring
toan, which offered to print communications relating to the
approaching canpaign, provided they were written in a proper
spirit, and did not compromise too much its position as a
reutral journal.

The Savage letter wes accordingly sent to the Courier, and
promptly appeared iu its colunms.  Hut the editor, desiring to
keep both scales of the balance as nearly iu equilibrium as
possible, inserted iu the same number of his paper a very pro-
found, scientific treatise, signed “ Filter,” giving an analysis
of the Washington water, showing that its chemical properties
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were identical with those of the member's oan well at home'!
and strongly questioning the utility of mixing whiskey with
it at all, and mowve especially such whiskey as is too often sold
at the seat of Government !

The result wes decisive. The Goblet lost popularity and
patronage; Atkins lost influence and noney; and Savage lost
the election. On the other hand, the News Courier gained
the favor and support of the tenmperance people, by its - bold
and manly course” in exposing the rottenness of Savage's
principles.  John Harmon wes triumphant; and one of the
very leaders of the tenmperance cause wes sent to Congress.

The new member wes no other than Judge Ames, the
“ reliable” man, hinself! Reader, be not surprised! Political
life is fertile in such unexpected events. The Judge had
gained popularity by coming out strongly for the Maine law.
The old party to which he belonged had endorsed his nomina
tion, John Harmon electioneered for him, and lent his horse
and wagon to bring invalids, old men, and indifferent voters to
the polls, on election day; and the Judge wes returmed by an
overwhelming majority.

Then the old question of post mester wes again revived,
and the whole ground gone over again; the contest becoming
nore personal and desperate than before, and the files of the
Department teeming with all sorts of exaggerated petitions
and violent renorstrances.  The appointing power wes mede
the victim of every kind of inposition and abuse.

In the mean while the new member exercised that better
part of wvalor, called discretion. Popularity rendered him
good-natured and conservative; and he lost no tine in effect-
ing a reconciliation with the Past Master General, of whom
he had so rashly conplained. Already, on the other hand he
had written to his corstituents describing the ermbarrassnment
of his situation, and requesting as a particular favor that he
might for a brief period at least be excused from any personal
interference with the post-office quarrel.

This unexpected communication sonmewhat disappointed tko
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enemies of Blake; John Harmon, in particular, wes highly
exasperated, having previously obtained a promise from Ames
that, in ease of his election, he would use his influence to have
Blake renoved.

The antagonistic parties were accordingly left to settle their
difficulties as best they could The battle raged furiously.
Fresh petitions, remorstrances, affidavits, and accusations were
wvolleyed at the Department ; and at length a special bearer of
dispatches wes delegated toWashington, to support the charges
against Blake, and demand of the Post Master General his
reesors for declining immediate action in so plain a casc.

Now;, the person selected for this important mission wes o
other than our old acquaintance, Mr. John Harmon. He was
intrusted with the business for several excellent ressons.  In
the first place, he wes a ready and veherment talker.  Secondly,
he wes an enthusiast on the post-office question, and a bitter
opponent of the Blake faction. Thirdly, he understood hunman
nature, and knew howto manage Ames.  Fourthly, and chiefly,
he was the author of the nost serious charge against Blake,
lie had a short tine before poSteda letter containing a twenty
dollar bauk-note, at the llarronfork post-office.  This letter
never reached its destination. Now, Blake knew there wes
noney in that letter; and it could be proved that, not long
after its miscarriage, just such a bank-note as the one contained
wes passed by the post nester, * under suspicious circum:

This charge wes on file among the papers of the Department ;
and it wes thought that Hammon wes the nost suitable person
to agitate the subject.

Mr. John Hammon mede a comfortable journey, and arrived
at the scat of Government in due season His first business
was to secure lodgings suited to the high character of a dele-
gate from Harronfork But Washington wes cronded with
visitors, and the hotels were Tilled Mr. John Harmon wes
chagrined.  lie leaned his chin upon his hand, and Irs elbow
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upon the counter of the - National.”” Mr. John llarmon
ruminated

“1 don't see but what inegn’ you'll hef to go halves, and
tum in together,” said awoice at his other elbow.

Mr. John Harmmon looked up. J1 stranger, of tall figure,
prominent cheek-bones, sallow conplexion, dressed in avery
new and very stiff suit of clothes, smiled upon him in a
decidedly friendly manner.

“ There's jest one room the landlord says'st we can hav* ona
pinch,” contincd the speaker.  “ It's up pooty high, and an't
a very sizable room at that.  I've got the furst offer on't, but
I won't mind makin' a tearith you, if you're a mind to hitch
on, and meke the best on't  What dye say?’

Mr. John Harmon said he supposed he would accept his
newfriend's proposal.  But at the sane tine he hinted to the
clerk at the desk that he was from the Hon. Mr. Ames’ District.

“ If you were the President, himself, we could not do any
better by you, under the circunmstances,” said the clerk

This assurance served to soothe John Harmon's injured feel-
ings, and he retired to the room in the top of the house, with
his new acquaintance.

“ Come down on Gov'ment business, | s'pose likely?” sug-
gested the latter.

“Yes,” replied John Harmon, “ on post-office business.”

« | want to know! Glad wc fell in,” cried the stranger.
“ 1 came down on soire sich business myself.”

“ Indeed I” said John Harmon. “ You arc going to call on
the Post Mester Gereral, then?’

“ Shouldn't be 'tall surprised,” remarked the other, rolling
up his sleeves over the weshboM. “ Can't tell exaClly,
though. | wanted to sec what waes goin' on down here, and
git a sight of the big bugs, and hear a little spoutin’ in Con-
gress; o | told our folks tohum—says 1, | b'lievc 1’1l scooter
off down to Washin'ton, says I, and take a peep into the Dead
Letter Office, and see if | can find hide or hair 0 that ‘ere
hundred dollar letter, says 1.”

“7
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“ Have you lost a letter containing a hundred dollars?’ in-
quired John Harmon, interested.

The stranger said “ "twes jes’ so," and wertt on to relate the
circurstances.  He also incidentally stated that his nanme wes
Forrester Wilcox; that he owned a farm somewhere “ doan
East," comprising over two hundred acres of land, and ore
hundred and fifty under cultivation; that he had been a
member of the Maine legislature, and held the office of
« deputy sheriff” in his county. This account of himself im-
pressed John Hammon favorably, and in retum for the con
fidence, he talked Mr. Forrester Wilcox to sleep that night, on
the subject of the llarronfork post-office.

On the folloning moming, our friends concluded to pay an
early visit to the Post-Office Department.  They were now on
excellent terms with each other; and on arriving at the Depart-
ment, John Hammon readily accepted an invitation from For-
rester Wilcox to accompany him to the Dead Letter Office,
before endangering the digestion of his breakfast, by entering
upon the perplexing Harrowfork business. Accordingly, as
they entered the building, Mr. Wilcox hailed a messenger.

“ Look here! you!" said he, « where abouts docs a chap go
to find the Dead Letters?"

« This way,” replied the polite messenger.

The visitors were shown to the left, through the loner main
hall of the Department; then turning into another passage,
the messenger pointed out the last door on the right, as the
ore they were iu search of.

“Thank ye,” said Mr. Wilcox; “ I'll do as much for you
some time. May as well bolt right in, 1 suppose?' he
added, consulting his conmpanion

John Hammon said “ certainly,” and the next moment the
two found themselves in the midst of the clerks of that
important Bureau. Mr. Forrester Wilson singled out ore of
the nost approachable of them and addressed him on the
subject of the hundred dollar letter.

“ 1 have no recollection of any such letter,” said the clerk
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However, for the visitor's satisfaction, he examined the list
of retumed norey letters, for the last quarter. John Har-
non, interested for his friend Wilcox, also ran his eye over
the list

“It's not here,” said the clerk; « but you may rest assured,
that in case it is at any tine discovered, it will find its way
back to you in safety.”

He wes about to dismiss the visitors, but John Harmmon
ocoughed j John Harmon looked very red  John Harmon wes
perspiring very profusely. The truth is, among the last letters
on the list, he found recorded the identical one, containing the
twenty dollar bank note, which Blake wes charged with pur-
loining ! What to do in the matter, John Harmon wes at a loss
to know, After some hesitation, however, he asked permission
to glance once nore at the list He wes accommodated, and
presently his finger rested on the important entry.

“1 declare” said he, “if there ain't a letter | mailed at
Harrowfork! 1 had ro idea of finding it here! Can | get it
now; by proving property?”

“ It has already been retumed to your address,” arswered
the clerk, on learning the circunstances. “ You will find it on
your retum to llarrowfork. It miscarried in consequence of
a mistake in the superscription.”

“ Arc you sure it hes been sent?” inquired John Harmmon.

The clerk wes quite sure, and John Harmmon instantly with-
drew

« So there's one of your charges agin Blake knocked over-
board,” suggested Wilcox. = He’'ll be a little grain tickled to
see that 'ere letter come back, | s'peet!”

“No person” amswered John Hammon, megnaninously,
« no person in the world can be nore rejoiced than | am, that
Blake is proved innocent of the charge.”

Wilcox replied that he wes very glad to hear it; and 0
they parted to meet again at dinner. Whether John Harmon
wes so greatly rejoiced at the proof of Blake's iunocence, will
be seen in the sequel.



31G INTERVIEW WITH THE ASSISTANT.

While the Down Easter wert to see the lions about town,
our delegate found his way to the apartnent of the Post Master
Genreral, and inquired for that officer in a manner which said
very plainly, “ 1 am John Harmon, of Harronfork; and |
guess now wWe'll have that little post-office affair settled.”

Unfortunately—or rather fortunately, for his oann peace of
mind, at least, the Post Master General wes engaged that
noming at Cabinet meeting at the White House, and John
Hamon wes referred to the Hrst Assistant, who listened
patiently to his staterent. Our delegate had a speech pre-
pared for the occasion, which ho now declaimed in a very high
tone of woice, uwith a swaggering accent, sharply twanged
off,” as Sir Toby Belch would have said, and with veherrent
and abundant gestures.

« | am instructed by my constituents,” he said, in conclu-
sion, « to demand of the Department satisfactory reasors for
the delay and procrastination to which we have been adbliged
tanely to submit !”

ic You should consider,” politely retumed the Assistant,
« that Harrowfork numbers only one among some twenty-four
thousand post-offices in the Unionj and that it is a little un-
reasonable to expect us to bear in mind all the details of an
occasional and not unconmmon case. We will attend to your
business, however, directly,”

The papers relating to the narronfork Post-Office were
sent for, and promptly produced. The delegate seized them
without cerenony. The first endorsement that caught his
eye, cheeked his eagermess, and induced reflection

« Pd like to know; sir,” sald he, “ rchat that means?” &5
ho called the Assistant's attention to the word “ Best,” in
scribed in formidable characters, very much resemrbling the
handwrit'mg of the Post Master General.

u If you think,” he continued, “ or imagine, or flatter your-
selves that you're to have any kind of rest in this marble build-
ing, till that rascally Blake is tumed out, you're very much
mistaken. Or if it means that you want the rest of the tem
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perance men in favor of his renoval, | can promise you o
much, an my resporsibility as a delegato.”

The Assistant smiled  He had dealt with persorns of John
Harmon's tenmperament before.

“ Permit me to informyou,” said he, “ what that hanmless
little word signifies. It nmears nothing nore nor less than
that, for the present, no action is to take placee Ah!” he
added, glancing at the brief upon the papers, “ 1 renoricr
this case very well ! It has been from first to last an exceed
ingly vexatious ore to the Department, and these menoranda
bring it pretty fully to my recollection”

“Well, sir,” interrupted John Harmon, in his declamatory
way—“ isn't it plain? isn't it perfectly clear? Haven'two the
rights of the case, sir?”

“ It is not quite so plain—not quite so clear—nor is it essy
to determine who has the rights of the case” retumed the
dfficial. “ The nwost troublesome point at the present tine,
seens to be this: while, according to the docunents, a mejor-
ity of the citizens of Harronfork seem to he eager for a
removal, both the late member of Congress, and the newly
elected one, have written private letters here—I1 mention this
confidentially—in favor of the present incunmbent.”

“ You don't nean Ames?” cried John Hamon.,  “ Ames
hasn't cone out for Blake 7’

“ There is a letter on file, over his oan signature, in which
he represents that Blake is as suitable a nan as could be
named, and that he had better be continued in office.”

The Assistant spoke with seriousness and candor.  John
Harmmon was thunderstruck

“ Just give ne a look at that letter I” said he, through his
closed teeth.  « | want to see it over Ames’ oan fist, before 1
believe it! When wc promised our support for his election,
he agreed to carry out our wishes in regard to the post-office,
at al hezards! If he hes dared to tum traitor " muttered
John Harmon, revengefully.

“The Ie’;tter is entirely of a private nature,” said the Assist-
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ant, “ but it is contrary to our wislics to keep arny communi-
catiors secret, that are designed to influence our public acts;
and owing to the peculiar circunstances of the case, 1 amwill-
ing to show you the letter—on condition, however, that its
contents shall not he divulged outside the Department.”

John Harmon, buming to seize upon the evidence of Ames’
treachery, assented, although reluctantly; and the official ex-
plored the wildermess of papers, for the document in question.
“ Here it is,” said he, © no I'—glancing at the endorsement—
« this is a communication with regard to a letter of your onn,
containing a twenty dollar note, which Blake is charged with
purloining. Howv is it about that? anything new?’

« Well,—no—hem!” coughed John Harmon. After dis-
covering the proof of Blake's innocence, in the Dead Letter
Office, he rather hoped the subject would not be mentioned;
but he was too much absorbed in looking after Ames’ honesty,
to take very good care of his own  “ The matter—hem!”
(John'’s throat wes quite mustyy — = stands about as it did.”

“ You have no positive proof of the charge, then?’

“ No,—well—that is, not what would be called legal proof,
| suppose.  The circumstances wWere very strong against Blake
at the time, but being all in the neighborhood, nobody liked
to prosecute.  For my part,” said John Harmon, nobly, « 1'd
rather suffer wrong, than do wong, and | preferred to lose
the twenty dollars, to injuring Blake's private character.”

The Assistant made a commendatory remark touching this
generous sentiment, and passed owver the letter.  John Har-
non wiped the perspiration from his brow, and felt relieved.
Whether he wes ashamed to confess his onwn gross carelessness
in the matter, and the injustice of his charge, or whether—
acting on the principle of doing evil that good might cone
from it, he determined to make the nost of every point
established against Blake, without regard to truth—does not
plainly appear. Wc leave the affair to his oan conscience.
The assistant meanwhile drew Ames’ letter out of the “ case.”
In his eagermess to grasp it, John Harmon dropped it yoon
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the floor. As he stooped to take it up, his eye caught a
glimpse of a visitor who had just entered John Harmon
looked at the visitor, the vsitor looked at John Harmon.
John Harmon looked first red, then white ; the visitor looked
first very white, then very red  The delegate wes the first to
resune his self-possession.

“Well, friend Ames, how do you do?” said he, adroitly
shifting the letter from his right hand to tho left, and giving
the formrer to the “ Honorable” member.

“Very well ! Capital I” replied Ames, nenowsly.  “ What's
the nens 7’

“ Nothing particular,” said John Hannon, with a grim
smile, sliding the letter into his hat.  “ Fine weather— Good
deal of conpany at Washington, 1 find”

“ Oyes, corsiderable!”  Ames nibbed his hands, and tried
to appear at ease. “1 am glad to see you here.  You must
go up tothe House with ne.  How are all the folks at home?
How's Harronfork now-a-days?”

John Harmon answered these questions evasively.

At the sane time, the Assistant’'s countenance betrayed an
innard appreciation of unspeakable fun. The member’s face
grew redder still, aud still nore red The truth is, he had
that moming received a note from Blake warming him of Har-
mon's jourmey to the Capital, and hed just left his scat in the
House, hastening to the Department, to secure the fatal letter
before it betrayed his treachery.

As we have seen, he wes just too late.

The Assistant took pleasure in seating the two visitors side
by side upon the same sofg, and alloned them to entertain
each other. But the conversation wes forcod, unnatural, em:
barrassing. At length Ames, resolved upon knowing the
worst, plunged desperately into the all-important subject.

“ 1 suppose,” said he, “ you don't entirely get over the ex-
citement at home about the post-office.”

= No, wo don't,” replied John Harmon, significantly, “ ad
that ain't the worst of it.” He bent over the cud of the sofg,
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and deliberately, with the grimmest sort of smile, drew from
his hat the Honorable member’s private note.

“ And, somehowy it don't strike me,” he added, glancing
his eye over its conterts, = that this letter of yours is going to
lessen the excitement very materially. 1 suppose you know
that handwriting 2~

He thrust the letter into the Honorable member's face.
The Honorable menmber’s face flushed nore fiery than before.
He stammered, he smiled, he rubbed his handkerchief in his
hands, and upon his brow

“ My dear Harmon,” said he, blandly, “ 1 see you don't
fully understand this business.”

“I'msure | don't,” cried John Harmon; “ and I'd like to
find the honest man who does! Didn't you pledge yourself
to use your influence, if elected, to have Blake removed ?”

*“ Don't speak s0 loud I’ whispered the Honorable member,
who didn't at all fancy the hunorous srile on the Assistant's
face. “It's all right, | assure you. But this isn't exactly
the place to talk owver the affair.  Come with me to my lodg-
ings, and we'll discuss the matter.”

Not averse to discussion, John Harmon consented to the
proposal.

“ 1 beg your pardon,” said the Assistant Post Master Gene-
ral, “ but that paper,— |1 cannot suffer that to be remowved.”

It was the fatal letter.  John Harmon wanted it; the Hon-
orable member wanted it still nore; but the Assistant insist-
ed, and the docurent wes left behind.

Now, the Honorable member wes in what is conmonly
termed a “ fix” Like too many such politicians, who, never-
theless, as Mark Antony says, are “all honorable men,” ho
had found it convenient to adopt the “ good Lord, good devil”
policy, using two aars to row his boat into the comfortable ha-
ven of public office

Accordingly, while gently draning figmative wool over the
visual orgars of the radical tenperance people, he had managed,
at the sane tine, by private pledges, to conciliate Atkins,
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Blake & Conany, and secure the silence of the Goblet. Once
elected, he did not fail to look forward to a future election,
in view of which he considered it expedient to smile upon one
faction with ore side of his face, and grin upon the opposition
with the other.

For this double-dealing, honest, honest lago,—we mean
honest John Hannon—called the member to account.

Howv the affair wes settled is not generally knonwn.  But ore
thing is positive.  The Honorable member and the delegato
from Harrowfork Suddenly blassoned into excellent and endur-
ing friends; and not long after, Mr. John Harmon became
the occupant of a snug berth at the scat of Government, sup-
posed to have been abtained through the influence of the
Honorable member from his District.

*“ How about Blake and the post-office 7’ inquired Mr. For-
rester Wilcox, the noming he left Washington.

“1"'ve concluded,” replied John Harmon, candidly, “ that
the post-office is well enough as itis. Blake tums out to be
a pessable kind of post mester after all, and 1 don't really
think "twill be worth while to make any change for the pre-
sent.”

And this wes the answer the worthy delegate made to all
persons, who, from that time forward, interrogated him on the
subject.

Shortly after, his very Honorable friend, the member from
his District, being now decidedly averse to political letter-
writing, went home on a flying visit, and passing through
Harronfork, took pains to meke himself agreeable to all
parties. Among other nice and prudent acts, he privately
consulted Blake. The post nester listened to his advice, and
immediately on the member’s retum to Washington, appointed
as an assistart in his office, a young man of strict tenperance
principles, who wes quite popular with the opposition, and
who had for sone tinp acted as Secretary of the “ County
Association for the Suppression of Intemperance.”
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This appointment seeimed to cast oil upon the troubled
waters. And so the matter rests at the present date.

Ames is still in Congress; John Harmmon continues to enjoy
his comfortable quarters at the seat of Govermment.  Tim
Blake renmairns the efficient post mester of Harrowfork, with
the young man of strict temperance principles for his assist-
ant; and Atkins still edits the Goblet.

This powerful organ hes of late regained something of its
former popularity and patronage; but whether it will support
Ames at the nest Congressional election, depends upon Blake;
whether Blake retairs his office, depends upon Ames; whether
Ames nmaintains his position and influence at home, depends
in a very great measure upon honest John Harmon, who, like
the Ghost in Hamlet,

“ Could a talc unfold, whose lightest word would harrow up”

the political soil of Harrowfork, in a manner dangerous to the
Constitution and the Union.



CHAPTER XXL

UNJUST COMPLAINTS

Infallibility not claimed—*" Scape-Goats”—The Man of Businese
Habits—Home Scrutiny.

A Lady in Trouble—A bold Charge—A wronged Husband—Precipi-
tate Retreat.

Complaints of a Lawyer—Careless Swearing—Wrong Address— No
Retraction.

A careless Broker—The Charge repulsed—The Apology— Mistake
repeated— The Affair explained—A comprehensive Toast.

Infattibitity IS Not claimed bytbosecmr‘ectedvmﬂ”u the
Post-Office Departrrent, and it cannot be denied that mistakes
sometimes occur through the carelessness or inconmpetency of
sore clerk or other official. But if there is a body of men
who perform the duties of scape-goats nore frequently than
any other, those men are post mesters, and post-office clerks.

Whoever takes this resporsible station with the expectation
that a faithful discharge of his duty will protect him from all
suspicion ani blame, cherishes a pleasing dream that may at
any moment be dispelled by the stupidity, or carelessness, or
rascality of any one anong the many-headed public, whose
servant he is.

When it is corsidered that in the selection of persors to fill
the inmportant office of post mester, the Department neke?
every effort to soourc the services of competent and honest
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men, and that they, in the appointment of their derics, gene-
rally endeavor to dbtain those of a like character, it may rea-
sonably be supposed that at least as high a degree of accuracy
and integrity can usually be found irnside of post-office walls,
as without its boundaries.

I cannat, indeed, claim for this corps of dfficidls entire
immeculacy. Could | justly do so, they would be vastly supe-
rior in this respect to mankind at large.  But without setting
up any such high pretersions, 1 would suggest that those con-
nected with the post-office receive a greater share of blane for
failures in the tramsmission of letters than justly belongs to
them Many people seem to think that nobody can commit a
blunder, or be guilty of dishonesty in matters connected with
the nails, but post nmesters or their enployes.

Acting on this inmpression, such persorns, when anything
goes wrong in their correspondence, do not stop to ascertain
whether the fault may not be nearer home, but at once maeke
an onslaught upon the luckless post-office functionary who is
suppaosed to be the guilty ore.

The investigation of some such unfounded charges, resulting
in placing the fault where it belonged, has brought to light
curious and surprising facts, respecting the atrocious blunders
soretines committed by the nost accurate and methodical
business men.  Such nmen have been known to send off letters
with no address, or awrong one; and even (as in one case
which will be found in this chapter) to persist in attempting
to send a letter wrongly directed.  They have been known to
mislay letters, and then to be ready to swear that they hed
been mailed. The blame of these and similar inadvertencies
has been laid, of course, upon somebody connected with the
post-office.

Mr. A. is aman of business habits; he never mekes such
mistakes, and indignantly repudiates the idea that arnyone in his
enploy could be thus delinquent  So the weight of his cen-
sure falls on the muchrenduring shoulders of a post-office clerk

Besides the dass of cases to which T have alluded, which
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arise from nothing worse than carelessness or stupidity, many
instances occur in which the attenmpt is made by dishonest
persons to escape detection, by throning the blane of their
villany upon postoffice enployés. Cases like the follomng
are not unconmmMmonN.

A merchant sends his clerk or errand-boy to mail a letter
containing money. This nmessenger rifles it, reseals it, and
deposits it in the letter box. On the receipt of the letter by
the person to whom it is addressed, the robbery comes to
light; and, as the merchant is naturally slow to believe in the
dishonesty of his messenger, he at once jumps at the conclu-
sion that the theft wes committed after the letter entered the
post-office.  In such cases, and in those of which | have been
speaking, it would be well to establish the rule that scrutiny,
like charity, should “ begin at home.”

Letters are sonetimes mailed purporting to contain noney
for the payment of debts—when in fact they contain none—
with the intention of making it appear that they havebeen robbed
in their passage through the nails. In short, the cases are
numberless in which, through inadvertence or design, censure
is unjustly thronn upon the enployés of the post-office; and
the investigations of this class of cases fors no uninmportant
branch of the duties of a Special Agent.

It has been the pleasing duty of the author, in not a few
instances, to relieve an honest and capable dfficial from the
load of suspicion with which he was burdened, by discovering,
often in an unexpected quarter, where the guilt lay.

THE BITER BIT.
The folloning case, which might properly be entitled « The
Biter Bit,” displays still another phase of the subject in hand.
A lady of avery genteel and respectable appearance, called
one day on a prominent New England post mester, with a letter
in her hand, which she irsisted had been broken open ard
28
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rescaled Slie handed the letter to the post nester, -aho
examined it, and appearances certainly seemed to justify her
assertion  She further declared that she well knew which
clerk in the office had broken it open, and that he hed pre-
viously senved several of her letters in the same way.  Upon
hearing this, the post nmester requested her to walk insice the
office, and point out the person whom she suspected.

Such an unusual phenonmenon as the appearance of a lady
inside the office, produced, as may be supposed, a decided
sersation anong the clerks there assenbled.  Nor wes the
sensation diminished in intensity when the post mester informed
them that the lady wes there for the purpose of identifying
the person who had been guilty of breaking apen her letters !

This announcerment at once excited the liveliest feelings of
curicsity and solicitude in the mind of alnost every ore pre-
sent, and each one, conscious of innocence, indulged in con
jectures as to who that somebody else might be, whom the
accusing Angel (?) wes to fix upon as the culprit

All their conjectures fell wide of the mark  After looking
about for a moment, the lady pointed out the last man whom
any ore in the office would have suspected of such an offence
—ore of the oldest and nost reliable of their number.

“ That is the person” said she, indicating him by a slight
nod of the head; « and if he persists in making so free with
my letters, 1 will certainly have himarrested. Why my letters
should always be selected for this purpose, | cannot inegine;
but if any nore of them are touched, he will wish he had lot
them alore.”

This direct charge, and these threats, produced a greater
comnotion among his fellow clerks, than in the mind of the
gentleman accused. Waiting for a moment after she had
spoken, he broke the breathless silence that follonwed her words,
by saying calmly—* Mrs. --------- , | believe ?

(<That is my nang, sir.”

«Have you concluded your remarks, madam?”

« | have, sir, for the present.”
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<£Then, medam | will take the liberty to inform you that
your husband IS the person on whom you ought to expend
your indignation. He has, at different times, taken several
of your letters from the office, operned and reed them, and
after resealing, retumed them to the letter box, having maede
certain discoveries in those letters, to which he forced me to
listen, as furnishing sufficient ground for his course, and jus-
tifying forrer suspicions ! He eamestly requested e never
to disclose who had opened the letters, and 1 should have con-
tinued to obsenve secrecy, had not your accusation forced me
to this disclosure in self-defence. If you wish to have nmy
statemrent corroborated, | think 1 can produce a reliable
witness.”

The lady did not reply to this propaosition, hut mede a pre-
cipitate retreat, leaving the clerk mester of the field, and wes
never afternards seen at that post-office.

In the summer of 1854, among the conplaints of missing
letters macke at the New York post-office, wes ore referring tc
a letter written by a young lawwer of that city, directed a3
wes claimed, to a party in Newark, N. J. Enclosed wes the
sum of twenty-five dollars in bank-notes.

The writer of the letter wes annoyed by the circunmstance, to
an unusual degree, and caused a severe notice of censure upon
the Post-Office Department, to be inserted in one of the lead
ing New York joumals. A formal certificate wes also drann
up, duly snom to, and forwarded to Washington.

It read as follons :-—a

State of New York,
City and County of Now York, ss.

Jolin B. C------ , of said city, Counsellor at Law, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say that on the 19th day of July instant, he enclosed
the sum of $25 in a letter addressed to Capt. John M------ , Newark,
N. J., ami deposited the same in the post-office in the city of New
York. That the said enclosure and deposit of the letter was made in
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the presence of one of the principal clerks of the said post-office,
whose attention deponent particularly called to the fact at the time.
That deponent is informed, and believes that the said clerk’s name is
John Hallet.
Sworn before me this
10th day of August, 1854.
(Signed) Henry H. M- ,
Comr. of Deeds.

The complaiuant wes visited by the Special Agent, and the
Dare suggestion that the failure might have been owing to
sore error in the address of the letter, was received with
much indignation. He didn't do business in that way, and
the post-office and its clerks couldn't cover up their careless-
ness or dishonesty, by any such invertions. ,

The reader ought to have been present in the post mester's
room sone few nonths subsequently, when this infallible (?)
individual called, in response to a notice that his letter had
been returned from the Dead Letter Office !

c.—" Good moming, sir. 1 have received a naotice to call
here for a letter.”

msecretary.— " Yes, sir, that is the one referred to, (placing
the unlucky missive before him). Is that address in your
handwriting 7’

c.—* Why,—y-es, it's mine sure—l couldn't dispute
that.”

secretary.—* It seens to be directed to Newburg, N. Y.,
irnstead of to Newark, N. J.”

c I have nothing tosay. 1 could have swom that the
address wes correct.”
Secretary.— “ You did so swear, | believe. Mistakes will

happen, but | think the least you can do, will be to retract
the artidle you published censuring us, for what you were
yourself to blamre.”

The anezed limb of the law made no further reply, but left
the office gazing intently on the letter, and in his bewilder-
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ment getting the wong door, as lie had originally got the
wwong address upon the letter.

No such correction wes ever mede, however, and like
hundreds of similar faults, for which others are alore resporsi-
ble, the charge yet stands against the Post-Office Departent,
and those in its enploy.

Some years since, a letter containing drafts and other
remittances to a corsiderable amount, wes deposited in the
New York office, to be transmitted by mail, having been
directed (as wes supposed) to a large firm in Philadelphia
This letter would pess through the hands of a clerk, whose
duty it was to separate all those deposited in the letter box,
and arrange them according to their respective destinations.
He discovered that it wes directed to New York, Yet though
he had heard of the firnto which it wes addressed, he thought
it might have been so directed for some particular purpose,
and accordingly placed it in the « alphabet,1 for delivery to
the proper claimant. On the day after this, Mr. D., of the
fimof D. & A., well known brokers in Wall Street, called at
the office and stated that his clerk had deposited such a letter
to be nailed in time to go to Philadelphia the sane day, but
that lie had been advised that it had not been received

The derk in attendance was somewhat perplexed by this
staterment, but suggested the probability that his clerk, in the
hurry of business, had directed it wrong.

Mr. D. replied that this could not be, for he saw all his
letters before they were confided to the charge of his clerk,
and as the one in question had not been received, it must
have been nmailed incorrectly through the ignorance or care-
lessness of the clerk assigned to that duty; and indeed went
so far as to intimate that it might have been detained pur-
posely. This insulting remark induced the post-office clerk to
express his perfect indifference concerning such a groundless
conjecture, and to state, as his opinion, that the charge of
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ignorance, carelessness, or sinister design, would eventually be
found to rest on the shoulders of Mr. D. or his clerks.

Against this tuming of the tables, that gentleman indig-
nantly protested, and the post mester, who overheard the
altercation, appeared vexed and displeased at the supposed
delinquency of his clerk A general search wes commenced
in the office, in order, if possible, to settle the disputed point.
In the course of this investigation, the “ pigeonhole” de
signed for letters corresponding with such a nane as that of
the Philadelphia firm wes examined, and the letter in ques-
tion wes found, directed “ New York,” instead of “ Phila-
delphia.”

Upon -this being known, Mr. D. made many apologies,
begged to be exonerated from all intention to charge crimi-
nality upon any one, took his letter and retired, much discor+
certed and chagrined.

He went to his office and poured out sundry vials of wrath
upon the head of his luckless clerk, to whom he attributed the
atrocious blunder which had been committed. The affair,
however, did not end here.

On the folloning day a letter was deposited in the post-
office, at about one o'clock;, in time for the Philadelphia mail,
directed precisely as before ! Viz. addressed to the Philadelphia
firm but directed “ New York,” and happened to fall under
the eye of the derk who had been cognisant of the error of the
day previous. This second instance of gross inadvertence, or
something worse, on the part of somebody, wes rather too
much for the equanimity of the past master, who at once sent
for Mr. D., and showed him the letter, which seemed &s if it
wes under the influence of some mischievous enchanter, As
the words “ New York,” in the superscription, stared D. in
the face, he in tum becane enraged, and wes about to leave
the office with the fell design of discharging his clerk instanter.
The post nmester then requested him, before he left, to sit
down and alter the direction of the letter from “ New York”
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o * Philadelphia,” which he did  The letter wes mailed
accordingly, and duly received

A few days afterwards, the post-office clerk met Mr. )., and
said to him, “ | suppose you have turmed off your derk for his
mismanagement in relation to the letter about which so much
trouble wes mede in our office.”

“Ah 1’ replied he, “ | believe | shall have to confess that
f wes the only ore to blane in the natter. My clerk waes
perfectly innocent.  On retuming honme with the letter, 1 laid
it doan with the intertion of having the mistake in the direc-
tion rectified, but having something else to call off my attention
just then, it was mixed with the letters for city delivery, and
wes taken to the office with them by my clerk”

Thus all this trouble and vexation wes caused by the care-
lessness of a man who wes accustomed to system and accuracy
in the transaction of his business; and the above related facts
may lead even persors of this description not to be too con-
fident of their oan freedom from error, when any mistake like
that just mentioned occurs.

I can give o better summary of the whole subject under
consideration, than that which is found in some remarks made
by Robert H. Morris, Esqg., an the occasion of his retirenment
from the office of post mester of New York, in May, 1849, at
a dinner prepared for the occasion

During the evening Mr. Morris said,

“ Gentlemen, please fill your glasses for a toast As |
intend to toast a man you may not know, 1 deem it necessary,
before mentioning his nae, to tell you what sort of a man
he is.

* He rises at4 o'clock in the moming and works assiduously
during the whole day, until 7 o'clock in the evening—goes
wearied to bed, to rise again at 4 dclock, and again to work
assiduoLsly.

“ If the gentlenen of the press—and there are some anong
us—incorrectly direct their newspapers for subscribers, it is
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the fault of the man | Intend to toest, if the papere do ot
reach those to whom they should have been addressed

« If apublishing clerk omits to address a newspaper to a
subscriber, it is the fault of the man | intend to toast that the
sulscriber does not get his paper.

« If amanwrites a letter and seals it, and neglects to put any
address upon it, it is the fault of the man | will tosst, if the
letter does not reach the person for whom it wes intended.

« If an officer of a bank addresses a letter to Boston instead
of New Orlears, it is the fault of the man | shall presently
toest, if the letter is not received at New Orlears.

“I1f a merchant’'s derk puts aletter in his owercoat, ard
leaves that coat at bis boarding-house, with the letter in his
pocket, the man 1 will toast is to blame because the letter
hes not reached its destination

« If amerchant shuts up a letter he has written, between
the leaves of his ledger, and locks that ledger in bis safe, the
men | will toast has caused the non-reception of that letter.

“ If apoor debtor has no money to pay his dunning creditor,
and writes a letter that he enclases fifty dollars, but encloses o
noney, having nore to enclose, the man | will toast has stolen
the money.

“If agood, warm-hearted, true friend, receives a letter
from adcar(?) but poor friend, asking the loan of five dollars;
and, desiring to be comsidered a good, warmhearted, trae
friend, and at the sare time to save his five dollars, writes a
letter s='ing « dear friend, 1 enclose to you the five dollars,
but only wafers into the letter a small comer of the bill,—the
man | will toast hes stolen the five dollars out of the letter,
and in pulling it out, tore the hill.

« If a rail-road-bridge is tom down or the draw left open, and
the loconotive is not able to jump the gap, but drops into the
river with the mail, the wan 1 will toest hes caused the failure
of the mail.

“ This, gentlemen, is the stranger to you, whom | will toest.
I give you, gentlemen—J1 Post-Office Clerk !”
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Giving the wrong State in an address, is a disease as commmon
anmong letters, as hydrophobia anong dogs. A draper’s clerk
in C--—--- sent a remittance to Boston which did not arrive
there. The draper was obliged to send the anmount (three
hundred and fifty dollars) again, which he did persorally, to
prevent mistakes. This too failed to arrive, but the first wes
soon received by him from the Dead Letter Office, having
died at Boston in New York, instead of Massachusetts! The
merchant drank gunpowder-tea, and gave his clerk a -« blonming
up.” The latter person, however, wes in some sort avenged,
not long after, for Coroner John Marron reported that the
second letter, written and nailed by the merchant hinself,
had died of the same disease that carried off the first, and
forwarded the body to him

It should here be mentioned, for the benefit of the uniniti-
ated, that the gentleman referred to, is the Third Assistant
Post Mester General, embracing the Superintendence of the
Dead Letter Office.  His duties may be considered as in sone
respects analogous to those of a Cororer, &s lie, or31§1éase in his

(999)
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bureay, ia the case of defunct noney letters, ascertain the
causes of death, and send the renains to surviving friends.

The omission of the nae of the State from the address of
a letter, often causes much uncertainty in its notiors.

There arc, for instance, seven Philadelphias besides the ore
in Pennsylvania, twenty-three Salens, as many Troys, and o
end of Washingtons, Jefiersons, and other nanes distinguished
in the history of the country.

There arc three New Yorks, and eleven Bostorns.  Indeed
the mygjority of the nanes of the postoffices are at least
duplicated, and often repeated many times, as wc could easily
show; but two or three nore specinens of this will suffice.
Twenty-three Franklins, twenty Jacksons, and sixteen Madi-
sons, Will help to perpetuate the menories of the distinguished
men who once bore those naes.

The danger of a letter’'s miscarrying in consequence of the
omission of the nae of the State on its direction, is of course
reduced to nothing, when there is no other post-office in the
country with the same nane as the one addressed, especially
if there is any oddity about the name. Thus, were Wc 1O
direct a letter to “ Sopehoppy,” it would he likely to find the
place rejoicing in that euphonious title, even were the State
(Florida) omitted in the address; although it would often
involve the trouble of consulting the list of post-offices.
*“ Sorrel Horse,” also, could not fail to receive whatever might
be sent to it

A teetotaler would not be surprised to find “ Sodom” in
“ Chanpaign County;” and while on this subject we would
say that temperance views seem to have prevailed in naming
post-offices.  We have two named Temperance, and three
Tempcrancevillcs, to balance which, besides the above Sodom,
there appear only “ Gin Town,” and “ Brandy Station,” one
of each.

One given to speculation on such matters, would be curious
to know what must be the state of society in “ Tight Squeeze.”
Is the « squeeze” conmrercial or geographical ? Bo hard tines



Tl POST-OFFICE A DETECTOR OF CRIME. 335

prevail there as a gereral thing, or is there some narrow [ess,
leading to the place, which has originated the name? There
may be some tradition connected with the subject; at least a
noderately lively fancy might meke something even of such
an unpromising subject as “ Tight Squeeze.”

Far different must be the condition of things in » Pay
Down.” This favored place is doubtless eschewed by advo-
cates of the credit system and hero Cash must reign tri-
umphant.

Sorre villages seem to aspire to astronomical honors.  There
are in our social fimament, one Sun, one Moon, and two
Stars; also one Eclipse, and a Transit, whether of Venus or
not is unknown.  So it appears that the « man in the Moon,”
is not altogether a fictitios character, but may be a post
mester.

The twenty-five thousand naes contained in the list of post-
offices would fumish many other curicsities as noticeable as
those just cited, and we refer those who are desirous of enter-
ing nore largely into the subject, to that work

It is sufficient for us to have called the attention of the
public to the necessity of exactness and sufficient fulness in
the address of letters, to insure their delivery at the placo
where they are intended to go.  Much vexation and real in
convenience would bo dbviated, if nmore care were exercised in
this respect, and the Dead Letter Office would have fewer
inquests to make.

THE POST-OFFICE AS A DETECTOR OF CRIME.

The muails, as wc have seen, afford facilities to the rogue
for carrying out his designs as well as to the honest man in
the prosecution of his business.  Dut the post-office has been
mede, accidentally or purposely, the instrurent of bringing
to light criminals who had hitherto reneined undetected ; and
whoso deeds had no such connection with the nails as thoso
which have thus far been described iu this work
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J1 striking instance of this lias been kindly fumished me
by the Cincinnati Post Mester, relating to a case which has
excited the horror of the whole country. | refer to the
Arrison case, nost of the circustances of which arc doubt-
less familiar to my readers.

It will be recollected that the man Arrison wes guilty of
murdering the steward of the Cincinnati Hospital, and his
wife, by means of a box, containing explosive materials, which
took fire by the action of opening It Arrison immrediately
absconded, and his place of retreat renained undiscovered for
sore time; but he wes destined to be betrayed by a chain of
circunstances, hanging upon an accident of the nost trifling
description.

A letter canre to the Cincinnati office from Muscatine, lowa,
addressed to « P. F. Willard, Cincinnati, Chio.” The Mus-
catine postmark wes so placed as to cover the P. in the address
in such a manrer as to meke it resemble aC.  There being a
young lawyer in the place by the namre of C. F. Willard, the
letter wes very naturally placed in his box. Upon opening
and reading the documrent, he found that its contents were of
the nost mysterious character, and totally inconprehensible.
Finding thus that it wes not intended for him, he very pro-
perly retumed it to the office with the request that it should
be handed to the post mester. This gentleman calling to
mind the circurstances of the Arrison case, and being
familiar with some of the nanmes connected therewith, cane
to the conclusion, after reading the letter, that Arrison wes
the writer, and thereupon gave the information which led to
his discovery and arrest.

SUING THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

A cdlerk stationed at the « Gereral Delivery” window of
the post-office, dispensing epistolaiy favors to the impatient
throng without, wes suddenly confronted by a countenance
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flaming with wrath = Which countenance wes part and parcel of
the individual, now first known to fame by the name of Mike
Donovan, who had elboned his way through the crond, and
now stood before the astonished dofficial, demanding justice.
Handing him a foreign letter, marked “ 24 cents,” Mike
exclaimed in a tore of righteous indignation,

“ Here, sir, is a letther that | paid twinty-four ciuts for,
out of me oan pocket, and the letther is from Pat Cosgrowve,
me cousin in ould Ireland, and Pat is as honest aboy as iver
saw daylight, and Pat, he says inside of the letther that he
peid the postage, and so sore raskill has chated me, and |
mare to neke him smart for't; and 1'd be dbleiged to ye if
ye'd tell ne who tosue. Bedad, it isn't me that's goiu to put
up wid such rashcality.”

Here he brought doan his shillalah on the floor, to the
imminent danger of his neighbor's toes, with an enpheasis
strongly suggestive of his fixed determination to exact the
uttermost farthing from his unknown defrauder.

The derk informed him if any mistake had occurred, the
British Government wes the delinquent, and therefore the
party to be sued

“Is it the British Government?” inquired Pat.

“ Certainly,” wes the reply, “ that's where you must look
for your twenty-four cents.”

Mike settled his hat over his eyes, and walked out of the
office with an air of defiance to the world in general, ad the
British Government in particular.

PURSUIT OF A LETTER BOX.

Timothy Boyle, entering the post-office one noming, and
perceiving a clerk “ taking a limited view of society” through
the aperture technically called “ general delivery,” naturally
suppased that the duties of this functionary included receiving
& wWell as delivering, and accordingly handed him a letter
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adomed with the lineaments of the Father of his Country,
(not Tim's,) and bearing upon its exterior this general exhort-
ation to all whom it might concern,—* With spedc.”

The derk directed Tim to deposit the document in the
letter box.

“ And where is the letther box?”

“ Follow this railing,” said the young man, “ and you will
find it round the corner;” meaning thereby the comer of the
tier of boxes, which was surrounded by a neat railing.

On the strength of these instructions, Tim turmed on his
heel, dashed into the main street, (“ with spede” as per
letter,) and walked on vigorously till he arrived at a comer,
which happened to be oocupied as a tailor's shop.

“1 want to put this letther in the box,” said Tim, after
looking about him in vain for any sigu of such a receptacle.

“What box?” asked the tailor.

“ What box would | put it in but the letther box ?’ replied
Tim

“ Who sent you here after a letter box ?” said the tailor;
“you must be a natural fool to suppose that we have any such
thing here.”

“ Nathcral fule or not, sir, 1 wes towdd by the dark at the
post-office that 1'd find the box round the comer, aud shurc
this is a comer 1've cone to, and if it isn't here, | don't know
where I'll fid it”

“You'd better go back to the post-office,” said the tailor,
“and see whether the clerk can make you understand where
to put your letter.”

So the unlucky Tim left the tailor's shop with the inpres-
sion that he had been made a goase of by the post-office clerk,
and by ““ nursing bis wrath to keep it warm” he succeeded in
bringing it to the boiling point, by the time that lie again
ertered the office

“And it's a purty thrick ye've bin a playin' me, Misthur
Clark” he wvociferated, “ sendin’ me to a tailor's shop for a
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etther box! T3td luck to ye, what for did ye put ne to dl
this throuble 7’

The clerk blandly explained to Mr. Boyle that the ““ throublc”
wes caused by his onn impetucsity, not to say stupidity, and
finally succeeded in describing the locality of the letter box
in such a lucid manner, that even Tim was guided by his
direction to the much desired spot, and it is to be hoped that
the letter in question underwent no nore such vicissitudes,
before it reached its destination.

AN “EXTRA” CUSTOMER.

An Irish dane entered the post-office at------ , and walking
up to the post mester with a letter in one baud, and a three
cent piece in the other, she committed them both to his
charge, inquiring, “ will the letther go 7’ —

“ Certainly it will,” was the reply.

« But is it in time for the extra?”

“ In time for the what? asked the mystified post mester.

“Is this letther in time for the extra?" repeated the
WOImen

“ What do you nmean by extra,” rejoined the offidal.

“1 mane, is the baggage put up?’ replied the persevering
questioner.

The post mester, seeing that the good woman wes so
thoroughly posted up in all the details of letter-sending, in-
formed her categorically that the letter would go, inasmuch
as it wes in time for the “ extra,” and the “ baggage” wes not
“ put up.”

Hereupon the inquisitive lady, having been fully satisfied
in her onn mind that the epistle would not fail of the *“ extra,”
sailed out of the office a happier, if not a wiser woman
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TO MY GRANDMOTHER.

A little bright eyed, flaxen-haired boy, wes one day obsernved
to enter the vestibule of the post-office at Washington, with a
letter in his hand, and to wait very nodestly for the departure
of the crond collected about the deliver]’ window,  As soon
as the place wes dleared, he approached the letter box and
carefully deposited his epistle therein, lingering near as if to
watch over the safety of the precious document. His notions
attracted the attention of the clerk stationed at the window,
whose curiosity induced him to examine the superscription of
the letter just deposited by the little fellow  The address on
the letter wes sinply, “ To my dear Grandnother, Louisiana
doubtless sore good old lady, whose menory, in the mind of
her innocent grandchild, wes redolent of cake and candy,
aid all the various “ goodies” which grandnmothers are generally
S0 ready to suppig to say nothing of the various well meant
offices of kindness, to which their sonmetimes blind affection
prompts them  “ Look here, my little man,” said the clerk,
“ what is your grandnother’s name, and where does she live?”

« Why, she's my grandme, and she lives in Louisiana.”

“ Yes, | see that on the letter, but it will never get to her
if her name isn't put on, and the place where she lives.”

“Well, please put it on, sir.”

“But | shall not know what her nane is, unless you tell
me.

“ Why, sir, she’'s my grandma—don't you know her» She
used to live at my house.”

After the display of corsiderable ingenuity on the part of
the clerk and agood deal of innocent evasion by the child,
the dld lady's name and place of residence were finally ascer-
tained, and added to the addressj after which the little one
went on his way, rejoicing in the assurance given bj' the clerk
that now his “ dear grandnother” would certainly receive the
important epistle from her darling.
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IMPROPER INTERFERENCE.

A letter wes once sent from the Dead Letter Office at
Washington, containing rail roed scrip to a corsiderable
amount. The letter had been mailed in a Southem town, and
miscarried, and it wes retumed to the post nester of that
toan for delivery to the writer. It so happened that the
writer of the epistle had failed in business, and on the arrival
of the letter the post mester informed orne of his creditors,
and an attachment wes laid on the letter by the Sheriff.

The writer reported the case to the Department, when a
perenptory order wes sent requiring the post mester to retum
the letter at once to the Dead Letter Office at Washington.
It waes sent, and the retum nail brought the post mester’'s
dismissal from office and the appointment of his successor.

The post-office was worth 81200 a year, and the discharged
post mester had abundance of time to count up the profita
that might have been mede by acting up to the good old rule.
« Let every man mind his oan business.”

THE DEAD LETTER.

The folloning is contributed by “ Dawve,” of the Colunmbus
(Ohio) post-office.

During my term of sendee at the General Delivery of this
dffice, it wes my custom upon receiving dead letters from
Washington City, to meke a list of the nanes of the persons
to whom they were addressed, and stick it up in the lobby of
the office, with a notice, « Call for Dead Letters.”

One day an elaborate specimen of Erin's sons, whose brawrny
fist and broad shoulders seemed to denote a construction with
an eye single to American rail roads, lounged into the office,
and up to the board containing the aforesaid list.  He looked
at it a morent and burst into tears. 1 spoke to him through
the window, and asked him what wes the metter.

29 *
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“Oh! Mr. Post Mester, | see ye have a daid letther for ne.
I speet me sester in Ireland's daid, and it's not anake since |
sint her a tin pound note to cone to Ameriky wid—and kin
ye tell me how long she’s bin daid, Mr. Past Master?

I asked him his name, found the “ letther,” and after a
request from him to - rade it, sir, and rade it aisy if you
plaze,” opened it and told him not to cry; that his sister waes
not dead, but that it was aletterwrittcn by himself and directed
to Michael Flaherty, Boston, Chicago.

“ And is Michael daid, Mr. Post Master?”

“No, | guess not,” said I.

“ Well, who is daid, sir?*

I explained to him that letters not taken from the dffice to
which they were addressed within a certain time, were sent to
what wes called the Dead Letter Office at Washington City,
and from thence, if containing anything valuable, to the per-
sons wWho wrote them

*“ God hliss ye for that, sir, but Michael lives in Chicaga.”

1 told him I would not dispute that, but Boston and Chicago
were two distinct cities, and the letter wes addressed to both,
and that Boston being the first named, it had been retained
there, and his friend had not received it

“Sure and | thought Boston wes in Chicaga! and that's
what ye cal a daid letther, . it? Faith and | thought it wes
Bridget and not the letther, wes daid Ye see, Mr. Post
Mester, Michael he writ hone to the ould folks that he lived
in Chicaga, that he had married a nice American lady, that
she was a sea-cook on a staneboat, and that diey called her a
neger. So whin | started for Ameriky, the ould modder,
Michael's nodder, she give e these illegant rings (the letter
contained a pair of ear-rings,) to give Michael's wife for a
prisint. When we landed at Boston, | wrote Michael the
letther, tould him 1 was going to Colurmbus to live, put on the
name—Michael Haherty, Boston, Chicaga, aad put it in the
post—and sure here it is, and Michael's sea-cook nager
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niver got it.  Bad luck to the ship that fetched me to Baston,
Mr. Post Master."

After offering to “ trate me for the trouble” he had caused
e, he left, and ever after, when he nailed a letter he brought
it to me to put on the address, “ Because he didn't understand
these daid letthers.”

SHARP CORRESPONDENCE.

One of the Peter Funk “ Gift-Enterprise” fims in a large
city, sent a package of tickets to a post mester in Maire, the
postage upon which wes fifteen cents unpaid. They got the
folloning hard rap ower the knuckles, from the indignant
official - —e

“ | herewith return your tickets. You must be fools as well ns

Knaves, to suppose that | will aid you in swindling my neighbors,

and pay al Ihe eqaes mysdf”
Towhich he in afew days received the annexed “ settler —

Sir,
"W e perhaps owe you an apology for sending the parcel postage
unpaid.
As we infer from the phraseology of your note, that you are willing
to swindle your neighbors if we will pay all the expenses, please
give us your lowest terms on which you will act as our agent.

P. S. All communications shall be strictly confidential.”
This note wes pronptly retumed, with the following en-
dorsement across its face, by the post nmester ;—

“ It seems you are not only fools and knaves, but blackguards alsé.
Ask my neighbors if they think I would "swindle” them either at my

own expense or that of any one else.”
To which this answer camre back by next mail -—

“ We mEinquired of your neighbors long ago, and that’s the reason

we applied to you in the first instance.”
Here follons the post mester's final reply :—

" 1 acknowledge the corn. Send us your street and number, so that
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I can call on you when | come to the city, and | may conclude to

aid your “ Enterprise.”

But that wes the last thing that the “ Gift” gentleman
could think of doing. In fact, secrecy as to his locality, wes
quite essential in keeping out of the clutches of the Police.

THE IRISH HEART.

Many of the reading public will remenmber the sad accident
which occurred in Hartford, Conn.,, in the year 1853, when by
the bursting of a boiler connected with a car factory, several
of the workmen were killed. Among the killed were two
Irishrmen, brothers, each of whom left a widow, with an infant
child. These men had been industrious and faithful tonard
their enployers, and kind in their oann households, so that
when they were taken away in such asudden and shocking
manner, their sorroning widows felt a double stroke, in tlie
loss of affectionate hearts, and in the deprivation of many
of the comforts which the hand of affection had hitherto sup-
plied. Their little ones, too, required much of their atten
tion, and often seriously interfered with their efforts to provide
for (he daily wants of their desolate households.

About six nmonths after the accident, the Hartford post
mester received from the Department at Washington a “ dead
letter,” which had been written by these brothers to a fermale
relative in Ireland, enclosing a draft for ten pounds sterling,
to defray the expenses of her passage to Arerica.

This anxiety on the part of these children of Erin who had
core to this land of promise, to fumish their relatives and
friends whom they had left behind, with the means of follow
ing them is a striking manifestation of that ardent attachment
to home ad its circle of loved ones, which leads them to
undergo every sacrifice in order to effect a reunion with those
for whose presence they long with irrepressible desires, as they
go about, “ strangers in a strange land.”” They hawve often
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been known to submit to the severest privations for the sake
of bringing owver a sister, a brother, or some other relative,
without whom the family circle would be incomplete.  All
this is but one aspect of the « Irish heart,” whose wanmth of
affection and generous inpulses should put to shame many,
who without their ardent unselfishness, coolly laugh at the
blunders and mal apropos speeches of its possessors, and
attribute that to shallowness, which is in truth but a sudden
and sonetimes conflicting flow of ideas. As the nmed poet
McDonald Clark once wrote in an epigram on an editor who
had accused him of possessing « zigzag brains,”

“ 1 can tell Johnny Lang, by way of a laugh,
Since he's dragged in my name to his pen-and-ink brawl,
That some people think it is better by half

To have brains that are lzigzag,' than no brains at all!"

« By theirworks ye shall knowthem” It is comparatively
easy to utter the language of affection, and to express a vast
deal of fine sentinent. and much of this spurious coin is
current in the world  But when ore is seen denying hinself
alnost the necessaries of life, in order to accumulate a little
fund for the benefit of sonme one near to his heart, though far
anay, we feel that there can be no deception here.  Like the
widow' s mite, it has the ring of pure gold.

The letter referred to, (which wes sent back from Ireland
in consequence of sone misdirection,) wes full of kind feeling,
and manifested on the part of the writers a firmand sinple trust
in the goodness of Providence. The post mester sent word to
the widows that this letter was in his possession, and accordingly
wes Visited by the bereaved wonen, whose tears floned fast as
they gazed upon the record which recalled so vividly the kind-
nesses of their departed husbands.  The little sum enclosed,
as they stated, wes the result of the united efforts of the
two families, who cheerfully joined in this labor of love.  How
many a recollection of unmurmuring self-denial, with the
hope that mede it easy; how many a renmenbrance of bright
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anticipations of the happiness to he enjoyed, when the beloved
one, for whose sake these efforts were made, should be received
within their family circle; how many such things must have
been brought to mind by the sight of the missive, so freighted
with affection and menories of the past!

The post mester informed the widows that by retuming the
draft to the office from which it wes purchased, they might
obtain the noney on it; but they replied that since it had
ouee been dedicated to an object sacred both to the departed
and their survivors, it must go back to Ireland, and fulfil its
mission.

So these poor stricken women, to whom ten pounds wes a
largo sum, (even larger than when the letter wes first sent,)
and who much needed the comforts it would purchase, sert
back the draft, and have since had the happiness of meeting
their relative in America, and seeing the wishes of their hus-
bands faithfully carried out

This is but one of many constantly recurring instances of
generosity and devotion which cone to the knowledge of post
mesters; and while we have put on record some of the
blunders of an inpulsive people, our sense of justice as well as
inclination, has prompted us to make public the foregoing
incidents, so forcibly illustrating the warm attachents that
grace the Irish Heart.

MY WIFE'S SISTER.

The nost ridiculous errors and omissions soetimes  cocur
on the part of persons applying to post nesters for missing
letters. The folloning amusing correspondence will illustrate
this phase of post-office experience—

New York, 29th Jan. 1865.
Post Master New York.
Dear Sir,

J1 week ago last Monday, | mailed two letters, both having enclo-
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sures, but of do intrinsic value, directed to my wife's sister in New
Haven, Conn., neither of which have ever reached their destination.
Very respectfully yours,

The abowe letter wes forwarded to the post nester of New
Haven, after having heen reed by the New York post nester.
It wes soon returmed with the folloning pertinent inquiries :—

Post Office, New Haven, Conn., Feb. 1, 1856.
Solus 1?

Well, that is a fix! What is that name? Is it Jonathan or Wm. B.
Haskell, or Hershel ? IVho'd he marry ? How many sisters did his
mnife have? What were their names? Who are their friends and
relations in New Haven ? Is the lady here on a visit? Or, like a careful
matron, has she come here to educate her children ? Egad, | don't
know ! My library is wofully deficient in genealogy, and | shall be

obliged to “ give it up.” Who can tell me the name of “ my wife's
sister ?”
Yours truly,

The New Haven post mester’s letter wes then sent to Mr.
H., with the annexed note:—

Post Office, New York, Feb. 2, 1860.
Mr. Wm. B. H—

Dear Sir,

By direction of tbc post master, | forwarded your letter of inquiry
to the post master at New Haven.

He returns the letter to this office with a request that the name of
your “ wife’s sister” may be given to him, as he has been unable to
discover it, although possessed of a large library embracing many
works of a genealogical character. The P. M. at New Haven is
inclined to the belief that it will be difficult to find the letter sebt to
his office, unless the name of the party addressed is given to him. lu
this belief the P. M. at New York joins, and the two P. M.’s hold
concurrent opinions on this subject.

With all due apologies for the seemingly gross ignorance of the

post masters in this matter,
| am very respectfully

Your Obedient Servant,
Wm. C------ ,
Secretary.



CHAPTER XXIII.
RESPONSIBILITY OF POST MASTERS.

Cases sometimes occur of the loss of letters apparently by
the carelessness of post masters or their clerks; and in view
of such cases, an important question arises; namely, to what
estent a post master is responsible for the consequences of
such carelessness ?

The subject is not free from difficulties. In many cases it
would be hard to say what constitutes culpable carelessness.

It is comon in country towns for persons to take from the
post-office the mail matter of their neighbors, especially when
they live at a distance from the office, as an act of accomoda
tion to them; and many letters are thus safely delivered every
day.

Nowv should a valuable letter in this way come into the pos-
session of some dishonest person, and be retained by him, it
would seem severe, if not unjust, to prosecute the post nmester
for the loss; since in committing it unawares to inproper
hands, he did but act in accordance with ordinary usages,
countenanced by the conmunity.

It would undoubtedly be a safer way of doing business, to
insist upon an order in every case where a letter is delivered
to any other person than the one to whom it is addressed, or
sore one usually enployed by him for this purpose.  But the
country post mester who should rigidly insist upon this rule,

(348)
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would receive “ nore kicks tim coppers” for Lie good inten
tions ; and indeed, cases like the one supposed are few and far
between

In cities, also, something like the folloning might and does
frequently happen. A person known to be in the enploy of
another, comes to the post-office, and says he is sert by his
enmployer for his letters, and the clerk in attendance, believing
his statement, gives them tohim He raxs the lettem ard
disappears. In this casg, it hardly seens that the clerk wes
guilty of a culpable degree of negligence.

Here is another instance of the manner in which a letter
may go to the vwong person, where the fault is not chargeable
to postoffice enployés.  In the list of advertised letters, one
is found for John Smith. An individual calls for the letter,
claiming to be the identical John, and receives it; but a day
or two after the « Sinon Tvre” appears, and is indignant at
learming that his letter has already been appropriated, or that
the clerk knows nothing about it, having forgotten the cir-
curstance.  Of course the clerk; in such a case, might require
the supposed John Smith to identify the letter as far as wes
possible, by mentioning the place from which he expected it;
but many supposable circunstances might destroy the conr
clusiveness of this evidence of identity, such as the acquaint-
ance of the false John with the real one, and his knowledge
of the place whence he received most of his correspondence.
Besides, the real claimant might not be able to tell where the
letter wes mailed, for his correspondent might have written
from sone other place than the one where he usually lived.

But it is needless to multiply instances. Those that we have
mentioned, and many others which will readily occur to the
reader, will suffice to show that the number of cases in which
a post nmester can justifiably be prosecuted, is very limited by
the nature of the circumstances.

On the other hand, a proper diligence requires of the post
nmester not only the dbvious precaution of securing reliable
assistants, but a care in relation to the minutice of his office

30
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which shall prevent the mislaying of letters, by carelessness
within, or their abstraction by theft fromwithout.  The boxes
and delivery window should be so arranged as to render the
interior of the boxes inaccessible to outsiders, and of course no
one should be admitted within the enclosure, under any
ordinary circumstances.

I am anare that these hints are unnecessary to the great
body of post mesters in this country j yet it can do no harm to
nmention such things, as it appears by the folloning report that
post mesters are soretinmes held to answer before a court, for
the want of diligence in discharging the duties of their office

The suit was brought in 1849, by Moses Christy of Water-
bury, Vermont, against Rufus C. Smith, post nester at that
place, for the loss of a letter containing fifty dollars, mailed at
Salisbury, Mass., Nov. 23, 1849, by Moses True, Jr.

Moses True, Jr., testified that he carried the letter to the
Salisbury post-office, and showed the noney to the post nester,
who counted it, and it wes then enclosed in the letter, and
left with the post nester, who testified that he mailed it in the
ordinary way, and forwarded it to Waterbury by the usual
course.  The letter not being received by Christy, application
wes made for it to the post nester, but nothing could be found
of it The paostbill, honever, which acconpanied it, was
found in the Waterbury office

It wes shown that a son of Christy and one other person
were in the habit of calling at the post-office for his letters;
hut they both swore that they did not rermember receiving the
letter in question, and that if it wes taken out by either of
them, it wes, in the absence of Christy, laid upon his desk or
placed in a private drawner.

It was further proved that the Watorbury office wes kept in
a room about sixteen feet square, divided in the centre by the
boxes and a railing, which separated the part devoted to the
office business, from the portion appropriated to the use of the
public ; that the boxes were so arranged that the bux of Moses
Christy could easily be readhed through the “ deliveryj” aud
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that persors were frequently alloned to pass behind or near
one end of the oounter within the enclosure, to transact
business with the post mester.

There wes o evidence to show that any persors, other than
the office assistants, were permitted to go behind the railing at
the tine the letter in question arrived at the office

It appeared that the post mester enployed several persons
as assistartts in the Summer and Autumin of 1849, but there
wes no evidence to show that any of these persons were regu-
larly appointed and swom. It further appeared by Christy's
postage account, that one or two letters were charged to him
on the 24th of Novermber, 1849, and he produced four or five
letters, which, by the ordinary course of the mails, would have
been received on that day.

We here copy from = Vermont Reports,” Voi. 8, p. 063 :—

The defendant requested the Court to charge the jury as follows :—
1. That the defendant docs not in any manner stand as an insurer in
relation to the business of his office, and is only held to ordinary dili-
gence in the discharge of the duties of his office, and can only be made
liable fur losses occasioned by a want of such diligence, and that the
burden of proof is upon the plaintiff, to establish the fact of the want
of such diligence. 2. That in order to establish the fact of want of
ordinary diligence, the plaintiff must show some particular act of
negligence in relation to the letter in question, and that the loss was
the direct consequence of the particular negligence proved. 3. That
although there may have been official misconduct on the part of the
defendant, yet unless it be shown that the plaintiff's loss was the
result of such misconduct, he cannot recover. 4. That if the letter
were by mistake delivered to the wrong person, stolen by a stranger,
or embezzled by a clerk, the defendant is not liable, unless he has
been negligent, and the loss was the direct consequence of his negli-
gence. 5. That it is not sufficient, to entitle the plaintiff to recover,
merely to show that a letter \va9 received at the office, and that the
person to whom it was directed has not received it. 6. That the
post master is not liable for the negligence of his deputies, unless he
is guilty of negligence in appointing wholly unsuitable persons. 7.
That the defendant being a public officer, he would not be liable in
an action of trover, unless at the time the letter was called for, he
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had the letter in his possession or control, and withheld it, or had
actually appropriated the letter, or money, to his own use.

The Court charged the jury in accordance with all the foregoing
requests, except the second and sixth. In relation to the second
request the Court charged the jury, that it was not necessary, in order
to enable the plaintiff to recover, that he should show a particular
act of negligence in relation to the letter in question; but that, if the
plaintiff had shown a general want of common care and diligence on
the part of the defendant, either in the construction of his places of
deposit for letters, so that they were unsafe, or in the management
of the post-office, in permitting persons to go behind the railing who
had no legal right to go there, and had also satisfied them that the
letter and money in question were lost in consequence of such negli-
gence or misconduct of the defendant, then the defendant should be
liable. In reference to the sixth request the Court charged the jury,
that as there was no proof that any of the persons who were employed
by defendant in the office had ever been appointed or sworn ns
assistants, they were to be regarded as mere clerks, or servants of
the defendant, and that if, through negligence or want of common
care and diligence on the part of such clerks or servants, the money
and letters were lost, the defendant would be liable therefor

Verdict for plaintiff. Exceptions by defendant.

The decision was sustained in the Supreme Court.

If the report of the above case shall have the effect to
render any dlass of post mesters nore careful of the custody

of correspondence, and in the gereral managenent of their
offices, the object of its insertion will have been answered.



CHAPTER XXIV.
OFFICIAL COURTESY, ETC.

T he post-office clerk -who fails to do his duty thoroughly, is
like a light-house keeper, who now and then allows his light
to go out, or become dim. Sometimes no harm may resultj
but it may be that the helmsman of some gallant ship laden
with precious goods, and far more precious lives, seeing no light
to direct him through the angry storm, steers blindly onward,
and is wrecked upon the very spot whence the guiding star
should have beamed.

Not only is it the duty of those connected with post-offices to
exercise the utmost carefulness and exactness, in order that mail
matter may promptly reach the persons for whom it is intended,
but sometimes much caution and discretion are required from
them, that letters may not fall into hands for which they were
not designed.

There are other qualifications scarcely less desirable for
post-affice enployes than exactness and caution.  Patience and
courtesy tonard the various individuals constituting that
public which it is the duty of these offidials to sene, go very
far in carrying out the idea of the post-office— that of being a
convenience to the community.

We have elsewhere shown that the life of a post-office clerk
is not passed upon a bed of roses, and we would here call his
attention to the truth that many annoyances must be expected
by him in the course of his experience. The ignorance and
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consequent pertinacity of those who apply for letters, frequently
try his patience to the utmost.

A person, for instance, anxiously expecting a letter, and
not understanding that the mail by which it would come
arrives only once a day, inquires at the office half a dozen
tines on the sane day, and it is not very wonderful that the
clerk in attendance should give short amswers to the persever-
ing applicant, or even omit to search for the letter.  Yet, even
in a case like this, much allonance should be nade for the
possible circurstances of the person in question. He nay be
waiting for news from a sick child, or for some other informe-
tion of the utmost inportance to him and it is surely hard
enough to be disappointed in such expectations, without being
obliged to suffer the additional pain of a harsh resporse.

Of course post-affice clerks seldom know the peculiar circum
stances of those who apply for letters; but the exercise of
patience mid mildness toward all, would he sure to spare the
feelings of those who often rather need sympathy than rough
words.

Many who carry on little correspondence, and therefore have
little occasion to be informed respecting post-office matters in
gereral, often make blunders which are very annoying; but it
is to be remembered that those in charge of the post-office,
were employed for this, (among other things which contribute
to the perfection of this branch of public service,) nanely, to
bear with all classes of correspondents, and to nmaintain a
uniform courtesy tonard every ore.  This would render it
possible for even the nost timid to approach the “ delivery
window," without experiencing the sensation of looking into a
lion's den, as has sometines (but | trust seldom) been the case

On the other hand, it is reasonable that those who awvail
themselves of the conveniences of the post-office, should take
pairs to informi thenselves on those points which it is necessary
they should knowy, in order to awoid giving inconvenience to
themselves, and unnecessary trouble to those appointed to
sene them
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The times of opening and closing mails, and similar matters,
should he known, that the post-office may not bear the blame
due to negligence outside its walls.

Casex now and then occur, similar to the folloning, which
happened but a few years ago.

J1 letter cane iiuo the Windsor, Vermont, post-office, conr
taining a draft on the Suffolk Bank for three hundred dollars,
and directed *“ Johnson Clark, Windsor, Ct.” The
however, wes written so indistinctly as to resenble “ Vt. s”
and as there Wes a person by the nane of Johnson Clark (as
we shall call him) in the latter place, the letter wes handed
to him

When he looked at the post-nark, (that of a toan soe
twenty or thirty miles distant,) he remarked, < 1 can't inegine
who can have been writing to me from there,” and after open
ing and reading it, he retumed it to the post mester, saying
that it was not for him

But his honesty wes only of a trarsient nature, for he could
not keep the nmoney out of his thoughts, and he soon began to
think that he had been rather hasty in retuming the letter,
when, for aught he knew, he could have retained its contents
with impunity. For wes not the letter directed to Johnson
Clark? And nay not one take possession of a letter directed
to himself?

This course of thought and these queries were folloned by
the determination to recover the letter, and appropriate the
contents.

Clark accordingly went to the post nmester the next day, and
stated that he had heard, the evening before, of the death of a
relative who had been living at the West, and who had left
him asmall legacy, namrely, the sum contained in the letter.
On the strength of these representations, the post mester gave
him the document, without, so far as appears, making ary
attempt to verify his statement. The inheritor of legacies
proceeded forthwith to the Bank in the village, and obtained
the noney on the draft, endorsing it, as is customary. It only
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required his oan nane to be written, and where wes the harm?
thought he.

A few days after this, the person who had written the letter
care to Windsor, Vt., having been informed by his corres-
pondent at Windsor, Ct., that it had not reached him; and
thinking it possible that it might have gone astray.

On his arrival at the fomrer place, he soon ascertained that
the Vermont Dromio had taken possession of his letter.

This worthy found that the nane of Johnson Clark was not
a spell potent enough to protect him in the enjoyment of his
unrighteous gain.  He was sent to the State Prison for two
years.

In this instance, the post nester wes dearly guilty of care-
lessness in alloning Clark to dotain the letter on the pretext
that he offered  As there wes awell known toan in Connecti-
cut of the name of Windsor, prudence would have required a
doser examination of the address, after the letter wes returmed
by Cark And the story by which Clark imposed upon him,
wes sufficiently lane in some particulars to have called for a
closer investigation of its truth If the post mester had
requested to be alloned to read that part of the letter which
referred to the protended legacy, a refusal on the part of Clark
to permit it, would of course have crealed a strong suspicion
that he was playing a dishonest game, and would have justified
the post mester in withholding the letter until further proof
could be obtained as to the identity of Johnson Clark with the
one for whom the epistle was designed.

Cases similar to the above are not unfrequent;, and inali
such instances, those who rely on a nare identical with that
of sonte other person, as a shield for attempted dishonesty,
have found their defence fail them in the hour of need

The matter seenrs too plain to need elucidation; yet not a
few persons, equally compounded of folly and knavery, have
actually supposed that the possession of a name like that of
another man, would enable them to keep on the shady side of
dlie law in making free with his pnrsc also.
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This accidental resemblance of name hes often been used
for dishonest purposes in other ways than the one just described.

Snoots manufactures a patent medicine which is beginning
to dbtain soe celebrity, when some obscure Snooks starts up
with nhis pill, or elixir. The innocent public, ready to swallow
pills and stories bearing the name of Snooks, maekes no dis-
tinction between the two personages ; and the - original Jarley”
is compelled to share his honors and erolunents with his up-
start namesake.  Trickery like this can seldom be reached by
law, but the appropriator of the contents of a letter under cir-
curstances like those abowve detailed, is dealt with like any
other kind of robber.



CHAPTER XXV.

IMPORTANCE OF ACCURACY.

A fter giving « outsiders” the share of blame which rightly
belongs to them for the delay, miscarrying, and loss of valuable
nmeil matter, a balance remains due to the post mesters and
post-office clerks.

We have elsewhere expressed our views respecting dis-
honesty in these dfficials, and shall consequently confine our
present remarks principally to carelessness and other similar
faults, which can hardly be called crines, but which often
produce effects as disastrous as those which are the result of
evil intention.  These faults, indeed, differ only in degree from
what are terred crimes; for neglect of duty, is on a smll
scale, a species of dishonesty.

There is, perhaps, no situation in which a lack of pronpt-
ness and accuracy in the transaction of business may be pro-
ductive of so great evil, as in that of a post-office enploye.
Those engaged in ordinary branches of business have some
idea of the relative consequence of the matters about which
they are occupied from day to day. They can generally know
what is the actual importance of any given transaction, so that,
if they arc disposed to be negligent, they may, if they choose,
avoid incurring the guilt aud blane which would follow un-
faithfulness in great things.

But the post-office clerk seldom has the power of making such
adiscrimination.  The letter which is carelessly left over to-
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day, may go tonorrow, but too late to save the credit of a
tottering house, or to render the instructions it nay contain,
of any avail.  In the rapid course of commrercial trarsactions,
what is wisdom ore day, maybe folly the next, and thus it not
unfrequently happens that the best contrived plans nay be
ruined by the delay or nonrarrival of a letter.

The follomng instance will illustrate this.

Before the pessage of the late Postal Treaty with Grea
Britain, a clerk in one of our large cities wes sent to the post-
office to nail a letter, containing an order for goods on an
English house. The clerk pocketed the twenty-four ocents
which he had been intrusted with for the purpose of pre-pay-
ing the letter » therefore agreeably to the postal arrangements
then existing, it could not go by steanrer, but was sent by a
sailing vessel.

Consequently the order was delayed, and therefore was ot
executed as promptly as the firm seeding it had expected;
and when the goods arrived they had fallen in value to such
an extent, that the firm in question incurred by the operatiou
a loss estinated at at least ten thousand dollars.
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meil matter, a balance remains due to the post mesters and
post-office clerks.

We have elsewhere expressed our views respecting dis-
honesty in these dfficials, and shall consequently confine our
present remarks principally to carelessness and other similar
faults, which can hardly be called crimes, but which often
produce effects as disastrous as those which are the result of
evil intention  These faults, indeed, differ only in degree from
what are tered crimes; for neglect of duty, is on a snall
scale, a species of dishonesty.

There is, perhaps, no situation in which a lack of pronpt-
ness and accuracy in the transaction of business may be pro-
ductive of so great evil, as in that of a post-office enploye.
Those engaged in ordinary branches of business have sore
idea of the relative consequence of the matters about which
they are occupied from day to day.  They can gererally know
what is the actual importance of any given transaction, so that,
if they are dispased to be negligent, they may, if they choose,
avoid incurring the guilt and blame which would followv un-
faithfulness iu great things.

But the post-office clerk seldom has the power of making such
adiscrimination. The letter which is carelessly left over to
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day, nay go tormorrow, but too late to save the credit of a
tottering house, or to render the instructions it may contain,
of any avail. In the rapid course of commrercial transactions,
what is wisdom ore day, may be folly the nest, and thus it not
unfrequently happerns that the best contrived plans may be
ruined by the delay or nonarrival of a letter.

The following instance will illustrate this.

Before the pessage of the late Postal Treaty with Great
Britain, a clerk in orne of our large cities was sent to the post-
office to mail a letter, containing an order for goods on an
English house. The clerk pocketed the twenty-four cents
which he had been intrusted with for the purpose of pre-pay-
ing the letter; therefore agreeably to the postal arrangements
then existing, it could not go by stearer, but was sent by a
sailing vessel.

Consequently the order was delayed, and therefore wes not
executed as pronptly as the iirin sending it had expected;
and when the goods arrived they had fallen in value to such
an extent, that the firm in question incurred by the operation
a loss estimated at at least ten thousand dollars.



CHAPTER XXVI.

Post Masters asDirectc-fes—Novel Applications—The Butter Business.

A Thievish Family—*“ Clarinda” in a City—Decoying with Cheese
— Post Master’'s Response.

A Truant Husband—Woman's Instinct.

Editors aresupposed by many to be walking encyclopedias,
with the record of the entire range of human knowledge

inscribed on the tablets of their brains; and there are those
who in like manner seem to corsider post nesters as living
Directories, able at short notice to inform any orne who chooses
to ask, where Smith lives, and what business Jones is in, or
what is the price of guano, (an inquiry actually mede by letter,
of a New York post mester.)

In short, these Governnment officers are often called upon to
senve the public in a sphere which Congress never cortenplated
in the various enactiments it has passed respecting the duties of
post mesters, and the details of the postal system

A few specimens of letters received by different post nesters,
may not be uninteresting, cs illustrating this phase of post-
office life.

Here is one from an individual desirous of entering into a
nmercartile transaction in the « botter” line, and receiving the
post nmester’s endorsement of sone good « commish marchan”
who could be interested in the business.

G--—-— ——-, Pennsylvania, January 29, 1S55.
Postmaster will plczc to give this letter to a good Commisti Marcbau
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what he could pay for fresh botter everry weak if a man would cent
a hundred up to 3 hundred paunts my intension is to go in su»ch
bisnis You will plese rite me back to this present time.

Yours Respectful

J. S.
If the “ fresh hotter” wes “ cent everry weah,” as Wes pro-
pased, it must undoubtedly have been very much sought after,
as possessing the negative, but important merit of not being

stronj.

Our next specimen was received by the post mester of one
of the cities in Western New York, and is unique both as re-

gards its object, and its orthography, or rather cacography,
which appears like « fonotipy” run mad
North S -, Nov. 19, 1854.

Rear friend it is with plaisure that X take my pen in hand to inform
you of a famly moveing from this place the wider staey and her to
girls they are poor and haf to work for their liveing clarinda is the
girl that workes the most from home mr sam shirtleff Bays that she
has worked for him and she stole pork and cheese and the pork hid
between the bed blankets and they found it and weid it and thauglit a
rat had braught it there and the cheese she carid home with her they
sent to ladies there a visiting and sent a peic of cheese with them and
they got tea and had cheese uporn the table and they sliped a peice
of the cheese in thir laps and compard it togather and it was the same
cind it was a large inglich cheese that shirtleff bought she ba3 also
worked to mr alford bias and his brother the old batchlor his mother
was old and generly done the niting she nit seventeen pare of socks
and Inyed them up for her boys when she got old and coldent nit no
more and they was all taken away by her to pare afterwords was
found at the store and she sed that she had took them they owed her
five dolars yet and they wont pay her till she delivers the socks and
she dare not make no fuss for fear they will bring her out she worked
to mr cringlands and she hooked a pare of white kid gloves and a
hym book and a pocket handkerchief and the gloves she traded away
to the store for a dress by givcing a pare of socks to boot and she
worked to truman buts this sumer she had taken a pare of stockin
which they found in her Sunday bonet and they lost to shiling in
money and then they discharged her Longman grene bought a set of

ol
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dishes and they lost to platters out of the set they lost sopc and buter
out of their sular she borrowed of mister Spicer a silver pen which
coast a do.ar and after he was dead she denied hareing it and she told
it herself that she sold it for half a dolar and a pennife and the pennifo
was fifty cents they borrowed a pale of wheat flour and when they
carid it home and put to thirds rie The pepole most look out for them
in the trincket line mr sir post master plese answer this as soon as
you can and oblidge your friend much yours with respect
Direct your leter silas stickney North S--------- , N Y.

The zeal of Silas, if he was actuated by no sinister notives
—no spite toward « the wider stacy and her to girls,” espe-
cially “ clarinda,” whose exploits form the burden of his com
plaints—this zeal is highly commendable, and united with it
there is a fulness of specification in the catalogue of « darin+
da’'s” misdermeanors which equals in richness and effect any-
thing that even the fertile brain of Dickens could conceive.

The ingenious device of sending ladies to the suspected
domicil under ocolor of a friendly visit, but provided with a
touchstone in the shape of « a pcic of cheese,” wherewith to
detect the other piece supposed to have been purloined by
sore ore of the thievish family, wes worthy of a Vidocq; and
the triumphant issue of the case, when their worthy Committee
of Investigation « sliped a peic of cheese in their laps” and
settled its identity with the “ inglich cheese” which the vic-
timized - shirtleff” had purchased, showed the power of genius,
attaining great ends by the use of simple mearns

This epistle developes a new ranification of the postal sys-
tem A post mester entreated to act as a conservator of public
morals; to exert all his powerful influence against “ clarinda,”
who proved treacherous to « mr sam shirtleff” in the matter
of pork and cheese; and abstracted from “ mr alford bias and
his brother the old batchlor, the seventeen pare of socks” that
their mother had "nit” to corfort their nether extremities
when she, by reason of the infinmities of age, “ coldent nit;”
and filched “ sope and buter” out of "bengman grencs sular;”
to say nothing of the « pare of stockin” which were secreted
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in her “ sunday bonet,” and “ to shilling,” the loss of which
occasioned her discharge from the service of « trunan buts.”

Upon this unfortunate post nester wes throann the charge
of seeing that the city received no detriment from the denor-
alizing influence of Clarinda !

This gentleman, not willing to be outdone by his corres-
pondent iu his devotion to the public good, indited the follow
ing reply :—

B--------- Post-Office, Dec. 13, 1854.
Mr. Silas Stickney.
Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of yours of the 19th ult., and in reply would say
that | cannot too highly commend your solicitude in behalf of good
morals, and your discretion in selecting the post master of this place
to carry out your benevolent designs toward it3 inhabitants. The
corrupting influence of small villages upon large towns is a thing
much to be lamented, and it grieves me to think that the unsophisticated
inhabitants of this place arc to be exposed to the machinations of the
“ widow stacy and her to girls.” It will be, sir, like the Evil One
entering the garden of Eden, where all was innocence and purity 1

If in the course of my official duties, | find it feasible to ward off
impending danger from this immaculate town, be assured that | shall

not fail to do so.
Yours, &c.,

But post nesters are made confidants in graver nmatters tian
these. They are not unfrequently called upon by deserted
wives to look up their truant husbands, and by desolate hus-
bands to aid them in recovering frail partrers, who have been
unfaithful to their marriage vons, and have forsaken the
*“ guides of their youth.”

Letters of this description are principally from the nore
illiterate class of community; yet amid the crooked chirogra-
phy and bad spelling, there sparkles so much tender affection,
soretines for the guilty one, sometimes for the innocent
children, who are suffering from the unprincipled conduct o
a parent, that these cases conmand the wanrest synpathy of



&)t woman's instinct.

those whose aid is invoked, although the reguests thus mede
relate to matters entirely out of their sphere, and consequently
they are seldom able to afford much assistance to the parties
in trouble.

I will here give an extract from this dass of letters, as
illustrating the above remarks.  The following is from a letter
received by the post mester of a city in Ohio, from a wonman
who had been deserted by her husband five years previols.
She requested the post nester to read it t© her husband, in
case he should find him, so it is written at the latter person
In the postscript, (which is generally supposed to contain the
pith of fenmale correspondence,) she says,—

“ You would shed tears If you onley could see wat a smart peart
little boy you have hear what a sham It Is to think that A sensable
man should leave a wife and a child that Is got as much sense as ho
has—and people say he is as much like you as he can be he has got
the pretys black eyes | have ever seen In any ones head he has an
eye like a hawk.”

Thus isthe argumentum ad hominem supplied byV\orran’s
instinct.  Fatherly pride wes called upon to effect that to
which conjugal affection wes inadequate.



CHAPTER XXVII.

A Windfall for Gossipers— Suit for Slander—Profit and Loss—The
Resuscitated Letter—Condemned Mail Bag—An Epistolary llip
Van Winkle.

In country villages, where few events happen to interrupt
the nonotony of every day life, the ooccurrence of an out-of-
theway incident is like seed sown in a fertile soil, producing
a fruitful crop of speculations aud surmises, and affotding food
for conversation for many a day to the eager gossip-hunters
who abound in such small places.

About thirty years ago, the quiet toan of Lebanon, in the
State of Connecticut, wes enlivened by ore of these occurrences,
which brought a new influx of curiosity-mongers to the black-
smith’s shop; covered all the barrels, boxes, and counters in
the store with eager disputants, and gave new life to the Sew
ing Society, and its auxiliary “ teafights.” The cause of this
urvonted moving of the waters, wes on this wise :

Mr. Jonathan Little, a well knoamn New York merchant,
while on a summrer visit to Lebanon, his native place, mailed
at that offioe a letter directed to the firm of which he wes a
member, and containing bank-notes to the anount of orne
thousand dollars. The letter failing to arrive at its destina
tion, and Special Agents being as yet unknown, Mr. Little
advertised in several papers, describing the noney lost, ad
offering a reward for its recovery. This, however, produced
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o results, and tlie tide of speculation and discussion rose to
its highest pitch.

The loss of the bewildering sum of one thousand dollars
naturally stimulated the imeginative powers of the Lcbano-
nians, and, hurried anay by his zeal, or perhaps by a wish to
appear sagacious, Mr. Roger Hailey, the brother of the Leba-
non post nester, while in conversation with several persors,
incautiously asserted that Amasa Hyde, the post mester at
Franklin, (the next tonn to Lebanon on the route to New
York,) had taken the letter, adding, “ He’s just such a fel-
low.” -

The by-standers were rather astonished at this bold charge,
impeaching as it did the integrity of a man whaose character
had always been abowve suspicion.  That “ bird of the air”
which is always ready to « carry the matter,” soon diffused the
information that Amasa Hyde wes supposed to be the delin
quent. This gentleman being indisposed to leave his reputa-
tion at the mercy of - thousandtongued Rumor,” which
personage could not easily be brought before a jury, instituted
inquiries for the purpose of discovering the originator of these
injurious reports. He succeeded in tracing them to their
source, and sued the urwary Bailey for slander. Mr. B, by
the verdict of the jury, wes conpelled to pay sonme seven hun-
dred dollars and costs, for the pleasure of expressing his
opinion.

This, however, is but an episode in the history of the lost
letter. After a while the excitement died anay, and Mr.
Little found it necessary to place the thousand dollars to the
account of « Profit and Loss,” especially the latter.

The theory wes once advanced by an acute genius, and ap-
plied to the case of a tea-kettle inadvertently dropped into the
ocean, that « a thing isn't lost when you know where it is.”
But the subject in hand seenrs to show that a thing isn't
always lost, if you don’t knowwhere itis.  For, about two years
after the occurrences above mentioned, the missing letter came
to light with all its valuable contents.  And this resuscitation
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took place, not in Lebanon, nor in Franklin, but in the New
London post-office !

It appears that the mail bag which contained the letter, wes
found, on its arrival at New London, so much wom as to be
unsafe, and wes accordingly condenmed by the post nester
and throan aside as useless, having first, of course, been
enptied of its contents, as wes supposed.  Two years subse-
quently, a quantity of old mail bags and other rubbish was
renoved from the office, and the letter in question tooit the
opportunity to drop out, and retum, an epistolary Rip Van
Winkle, to the world whence it had retired for so long a tine.



CHAPTER XXVIII.

VALENTINES.

Tlicir Origin—Degeneration—Immoral Influence— Incitement to Dis-
honesty.

Wuo Saint Valentine wes, is not much to the purpose in
this place.  We will give him credit for having been, however,
avery excellent and highly respectable individual. We nmust
therefore utterly protest against the customwhich has dbtained
of late years, making him the tutelary Saint of innumerable
silly lovers, mean mischief-mekers, and wulgar letterwriters
gererally.

Unfortunately for the reputation of this inoffersive Bishop,
the day noted in the calendar as sacred to his blessed menmory,
happens to be that on which, according to the auldwives
legends of Merrie England, there is a universal marrying and
giving in marriage anong the feathered tribes. The Four-
teerth of February seens rather bleak for a grand wedding
festival at which any birds but snow birds are expected to
attend; but we suppose we must respect the tradition. It
seens early too for imitative lads and lasses, who should wait
urtil the warm spring approaches;;

“ When the South-wind in May days,
With a net of shining haze,
Siivers the horizon wall,
And with softness touches all—

Tints the human countenance
With a color of romance

CE3)
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and when all nature is bathed afresh in light and love, ard
inspired with new life.

Hut, says a French writer, the divine faculty which distin
guishes nman from the brutes, is the capacity to drink when
he is nat thirsty, and to neke love at all seasors of the year.
Whether this - divine faculty” isa God-gift, or a penversion
and abuse, the legitimate fruit of the sad tree of knowledge
of good and evil, we will not stop to discuss. Man has it in
full exercise; and howewver the birds may grunble at being
obliged to hurry up their matrinonial cakes under the very
beard and brow of winter, Cupid will be found—Ilike the
classical clothes-brusher and job-waiter— “ nunquam non
paratus,”—always ready at your service.

The probability is that the human custom of choosing meates
about this time, is nore ancient than the notion touching the
pairing of birds, and that the latter is a nere fable, suggested
by the former. Some conmentator on Shakspeare hes
traced it back “ to a pagan custom of the same kind during
the Lupercalia feasts of Fan and Juno, celebrated in the
nonth of February by the Romans.  We are further told
that, the anniversary of St. Valentine happening in this
month, the pious pronoters of Christianity placed this custom
under his patronage in order to indicate the notion of its
pagan origin”  Unhappy St. Valentine! But we must re-
member that formerly there was something sweet and poetical
in the choosing of mates. Now we are thrilled with tender
enotions when poor Ophelia sings her

“ Good morrow to St. Valcntine’s-day.”

But somehow;, romance dies out in our neterial agej ad
oeautiful superstitions give place either to cold practical knowd-
edge, or degererate into farcical caricatures. What a differ-
ence between the rapturous and bashful exchange of vows
pledged by the youth and maidens in good old times, before
reading and writing care in fashion, and the celebrated Valen-
tine composed by the younger Mr. Weller! The wulgariza-
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tion of Jle custom has been gradual. Instead of the song
singing invitations to love, under cold windows,

“ All in the morning betime,”

lovers began, in the course of human progress, to indite gentle
missives to their sweethearts, and to receive autograph
replies. This improved method wes eagerly adopted by all
such as dared not give verbal utterance to their sweet passion,
as well as by thase who had private nalice to vent, ad
sneaking insults to offer. Then arose the manufacture and
merchandise of Valentines, which has of late becomre so im
portant a branch of industry.

From early in February until late in March, our toy shops ad
periodical and fancy “ depots” appear to traffic mainly in these
exceptionable articles.  Their windows flae with the wulgar
trash On every comer “ Valentines!” “ Valentines!” stare
ws in the face.  Sone are very choice and costly;.we see now
and then ore inlaid in a rich casket, and prized at twerty-five
or even fifty dollars. Others are made of fine fancy paper,
adormed with floners in water colors, or prettily filigrecd;
with a scrall in the certer for the verses expressive of the
sender’'s sentiments.

But the softer heads that indulge iu these expensive trifles,
are conparatively few:  J1 cheaper luxury satisfies our econo-
mical sentimertalists. J11 kinds of coarsely ormamented note-
paper, ard large square ankward ervelopes, find their ready
patrons.  Bvery taste is suited, from the sickliest fastidious-
ness, to the most clownish ambition for flashy colors and tandry
desigrs.

In gpposition to the sentinental Valentines, we have the
gross caricatures which have done nore than anything else of
this kind to disgust the conmon sense and good taste of com
munity. It would seem that only the most vulgar minds could
be attracted by these; yet the large traffic in them shows that
wulgarity is an extensive elenent in the popular character.
No matter how indelicate and disgusting one of these specinmens
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of low invention may be, somre fool will bo found to purchase
it, and send it to ancther individual whom he either wishes to
insult or expects to amuse.

In this way all sorts of printed immoralities obtain circula-
tion. In this way conards take revenge for imaginary slights
or dignified rejections. In this way, for about two or three
weeks in each year, some altogether harmless and well-meaning
people have been subjected to gross annoyances and serious
taxes for postage. Thanks to the lawmekers, the advance
pay requisition will hereafter put a stop to that species of
petty swandling.

Y ear after year the same foolish figures and senseless nottos
are forwarded from the same sinpletons to the sane victins.
We know a nmusician who for three successive seasons hes
received that witched caricature, representing a shape—

“ If shape it could be called that shape had none,—"”

all nose and moustache, blowing a trombone considerably larger
than himself.

Our dentist usually enjoys a visit from a caricature suited to
his profession—a tooth-draner with his little head in a vest
chasm representing a young lady's nouth. He hes learmed to
expect it; he good-naturedly looks for it, about Valentine's
day: and nmerely opening it when it comes, to see that it is the
right one, he quietly tosses it into the fire

This Valentine sending is a custom like that of a certain
drunken revel once popular in Denmark — = More honored in
the breach than in the observance” It is ignored by good
society. And as for the victimized, it is a mark of conmmon
serse to bestow every Valentine into the grate, unopened, as
soon as received.

It is estimated that not less than half a million of these
worse thanworthless missives pass through the post-offices annu-
ally. The cost to the parties purchasing them, forms an aggre-
gate of about 8200,000. Owver and abowve this expense is the
postage, which is sometines double, triple, or even four or
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five tines the ordinary rates of single letter postage. Form+
erly many were unpaid, and often persons to whom they were
addressed, indignantly refused to take them from the office
Thus were the mails not only uselessly encumbered with the
vile trash, hut quartities of the - rejected addresses” were
subjected to the formality of visiting the Dead Letter Office,
where they finally met with that destruction they so clearly
nmerited. This abuse of the post-office privileges is urworthy
of any nation above the capacity of nonkeys.

The inmoralities circulated and encouraged by Valentines
cannot he estimated  Statistics would fail to arrive at the
amount of vice engendered by this pemicious breed. One of
the worst evils that oae their origin to this cause, is the tenmpta-
tion laid in the way of post-office clerks. J1 Valentine is often
the first provocation to crime. Numerous instances have come
under the observation of the writer, in which persons con-
victed of robbing the mails, trace back their transgressions to
no nore seriows a fault than that of peeping into ore of these
silly missives. They are often carelessly sealed, and easily
opered by third parties without discovery.

Imegine a young man intrusted with the care of a village
post-office.  He is interested in Miss A. He believes she
encourages his sentiments. He hopes her proud father will
some day encourage him as an eligible suitor for his daughter's
hand.  Still he is subject to desponding and jealous doubts.
And when, ore evening in the middle of February, a Valen-
tine addressed to his paragon strikes his eye as he is assorting
the mails, an indescribable pang shoots through his heart.  He
wonders who sent it Tom Bellows is at first suspected, but
the handwriting differs from Tom's. =« Can it be Robert Cart-
wright?” says the distressed clerk “ He is partial to Miss
A., and she seens pleased with him What can he be writing
to her?” '

Such thoughts perplex the young man's brain. The Valen-
tine is not taken from the office that evening; and when all is
quiet, he drans it once nore out of the box, and again ex-
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amines the superscription. It is certainly Cartwright's writing.
“ O dear!” sighs the clerk, “ how easy | could open it, and
nobody know it!”  Aching with curicsity, but calling noral
principle and self-denial to his aid, he retums the missive to the
bos, and goes to bed.  But sleep is out of the question. He
is anake, thinking about the Valentine, and those supposed to
be inmediately interested therein. “ 1 wonder if | could
openit!” he says to hinself. *“ I've half a mind to try,”

He gets up, strikes a light, and a moment later the Valen-
tine is in his hand.  “ If it comes open,” says he, “ I'll seal
it again without reading it 1 only want to see if it can be
dorne without having it show afterwards.”  Instantly he starts
hack.  The Valentine is open! Really, he did not nean to
do it; it cane open so much easier than he expected! Al-
though it is night, and he is alone, he cannot help looking
over his shoulder to assure himself that the grim individual
watching him, exists only in his imegination. “ Well,” thinks
he, “it's done, and who knows it? What's the harm as long
as I’'mgoing to seal it up again ?—and after all, 1 don't see
that it will be much worse just to see if there is any name to
it, provided | don't read the rest.”

Thus excusing himself, he profanes the sacred interior of
the missive, and finds the suspicious signature—* Robert.”
Trembling at the tenptation to read nore, he hastily folds
the sheet, and retuns it to the envelope.  But the next mo-
ment it is out again, and he is reading with flushed cheek and
buming eye, the tender words that Robert C has written to
Miss A.

“ All this hath a little dashed his spirits;” and he retunms
tobed feverish and restless. In spite of his reason, which
keeps saying stoutly, “ what's the harm? nobody will know
it,” he suffers greatly in conscience. But the Valentine is
taken from the office, and the profanation of its mystery re-
mains unsuspected. And in a few days another Valentine
appears, addressed to Robert Cartwright  The handwriting,
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although disguised, is alamingly like Miss A.’s. By this
tine the clerk's jealousy has eaten up his conscience.

« There's no nore harm in opening two than in opening
one,” whispers the devil in his car.

“ | believe you,” says the clerk; “hut I may yet be found

« No danger,” says the devil; “ only be careful.”

He is too ready to adopt the suggestion. He is excusable,
he thinks, under the circunstances. The Valentine is accord
ingly operned and read Deliberation and forethought add
gravity to the offence.  The clerk has unconsciously blunted
his moral perceptions, and weakened his noral strength; and
he is now prepared to open regular letters passing through his
hands. At first it is jealousy and rivalry that tempt his curi-
osity. Then other matters of interest entice him, until one
day he discowers, in no little constermation, that he has thrust
his fingers into a nest of bank-notes !

“Well, after all,” says he, “ Mr. B. is rich; he won't mind
the loss; it's only a trifle with him While to me, the sum
is cosicerable.  If 1 don't keep up appearances with Bob
Cartwright, 1 might as well be out of the world.  I've a right
to live; and destroying this letter and appropriating its con-
tents, IS just nothing at all, if | don't get found out But
I’'m safe enough—1'm the very last person to be suspected.”

The career of this young nan need not be traced further.

_Nor need the subject of Valentines be pursued We have
wwritten enough to show that they are the offspring of weak
sentimentalism or foolish buffoonery; an encunbrance to the
mails, an annoyance to those who receive them a tax to all
parties, and a tenptation to post-office clerks; and withal, im-
becilities and inmroralities which all worthy citizens should
take every occasion to discountenance, and banish from civil-
ized society.



CHAPTER XXIX.
THE CLAIRVOYANT DISCOVERY.

A short time after the detection of the New Haren nail
robber, a gentleman from the toan of W. called upon the
post nmester at Hartford, to say that he had some weeks since
neiled a letter at the post-office in the tonn where he resided,
addressed to a firm in Hartford, and containing a sum of
money, and that the letter had never been received.

On examining his records, the post mester ascertained that
no bill had been received from the dffice where the letter wes
mailed corresponding with the date of the mailing, and that
consequently the letter, so far as his records could show;, had
never reached his office.

As the time of this loss happened at the period when the
mail robber was conmitting depredations from day to day,
and as the post-bill wes missing, the Hartford post mester ex-
pressed the opinion that the letter had very probably fallen
into the hands of the mail rabber, although New Haven was
off the route on which the letter should go, and the package
of letters could not have got there without having been mis-
sent.

This theory wes entirely unsatisfactory to the gentleman
who mailed the letter, and he left Hartford with the convic-
tion that he would be compelled to endure the loss of his
money with such philosophy as he could sunmon to his aid

But hope soon succeeds fear, as daylight follons darkness,
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and before many days the gentleman in search of his nmoney
again called at the post-office in Hartford, that being the im
portant port in his voyage of discoveiy.

It wes very evident that his mind wes somewhat “ exer-
cised,” and the ominous tore in which he requested the post
nmester to meet him inmediately, at roon No.------ at the
hotel where his name wes entered, mede it clear that a reve-
lation of no slight importance wes about to be made.

The post mester told him he would acconpany him imme-
diately, and started with his eager friend for the appointed
place. During their walk nothing wes said on the great sub-
ject-matter, probably because it wes deerred too solemmn in its
nature to be broached amid the bustle and jar of a cronded
Street

The hotel wes soon reached, and the communicator of the
“ latest intelligence” ascended the stairs to the room where
the gentleman accompartying him would be called on to listen
to the disclosures about to be nmade, and take such action
thereon as circunstances might seem to require.

After pointing solermly to a chair, declaring by such dumb
show that he desired the post mester to be seated, and then
taking a chair hinself and sitting thereon so as to face the
person with whom he wes conversing, he deliberately asked—

*“ Do you believe in clairvoyance 7’

What an unexpected question! And how should such a
question be noticed? Certain it wes that among all the lans
in relation to the Post-Office Department, and the rules and
regulations for its government, minute and circunstartial as
they were, not one word could be found instructing the officers
of this branch of Government what they should do in the
metter of clainoyance. Even Beu Franklin hinself, who
WES “par excellence” the electrical Post Master General, had
never issued an order bearing on this subtle subject And
here, in this hotel room where, at agreat many different tines,
a great many different kinds of spirits had entered a great
many different kinds of persons, this official in a great busi-
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ness Department, dealing constantly with the practicalities of
life, and without law; rules, or regulations to tell himwhat he
should do in the emergency, wes met with the question pro-
posed, in a sepulchral woice—* Do you believe in clair-
voyance 7’

Was it his duty to discuss with the questiorer the “ Odic
force,” and « Biology” and “ Psychology,” and alt the other
theories connected with the doctrines of spiritualism?  Must
post nmesters be also nesters of mental science, and of things
in heaven and earth Dever dreamed of in the philosophy of
the great mess of mankind? Because they have to deal with
the trarsmission of intelligence to different parts of the earth,
must they also take charge of intelligence coming from un-
known regiors, “ out of space, out of time?’

The question, however, wes before him, and the post mester
replied that he had heard of some strange things connected
with clainoyance.

Seemingly satisfied with this reply, the gentleman went on
to say that he had been very anxious to knowwhat had be-
core of his letter, and had therefore consulted a clainoyant.

Sore locations are blessed with a gifted seer, or nore gene-
rally seeress, Whose mind at inspired intervals is a conplete
“ curiosity shop” of the universe—who can tell the where-
abouts of a lost thinble or teaspoon, who can inform the
anxious inquirer who committed the last murder, and who can
describe to eager listerners the manner in which people con
duct woiceless corversation in Saturm, and how they fight in
Mars, and how they nmeke love in Venus. Or the gifted ore,
descending rapidly to earth, can prescribe a remedy for any
ill that flesh is heir to—and all these wonders are performed
for a noderate pecuniary compensation, and with the praise-
worthy object of aiding and enlightening “ suffering hu-
manity.”

Our inquiring friend wes so fortunate as to reside in one of
these localities, and his mission to the post mester wes that of
rehearsing the discoveries of the Priestess.

32 *
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He stated that the information given by the clairvoyant *
lady wes so minute and distinct as to leave a strong inpression
of its truthfulness on his mind. That she traced the letter
from the time it wes put in the office—saw it placed in tho
maeil bag, saw the bag taken from the dffice, saw every station
where it stopped—saw it taken into the Hartford office—saw
it opened there, sawa clerk take the letter, open it, and on
finding that it contained a number of bank-bills, put said let-
ter in a drawer of his, and then lock the drawer.

Farther than this, the Secross declared that said elerk wore
large whiskers, and a large gold ring, and that he resided in
Front Street.

In addition to these facts the lady declared that the letter
thus opened, with the bills still in it, wes yet remaining in the
locked drawer of the delinquent clerk

Having carefully repeated this train of circunstantial evi-
dence, pointing so distinctly to a certain culprit, the gentleman
then conmenced interrogating the head of the Hartford post-
office:—

“ Have you, sir,” said he, “ a clerk in your enploynment
wWho wears whiskers 7’

The witness wes compelled, on the part of sone of his
clerks at least, to plead guilty to this first count in the indict-
ment from an invisible Grand Jury. As whiskers are not an
expensive article of luxury, even post-office clerks can afford
to wear them

“ Have you,” continued the counsel for the unknown pro-
secutor, “a clerk who wears large whiskers and a large gold
ring?’

The reply to this query wes not equally satisfactory, for the
witness averred that his clerks were decidedly not given to jew
elry; and as to gold, they felt that they could inwvest it nore
usefully than in the purchase of mammoth finger-rings.

“ Have you,” continued the pertinacious querist, “ a clerk
who lives in Front Street ?”

Here again the amswer wes not gratifying, for the witness
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' declared that to the best of his knowledge, no clerk of his had.
whether with or wathout whiskers, or whether with or without
a stupendous finger-ring, made Front Street illustrious by
residing therein.

Notwithstanding the discrepancy, the gentleman went on
with his inquiries :—

« Have you aclerk in your enployment who has a draner
of which he keeps the key >~

The reply to this question wes such as to meet the wishes
of the querist, and he wes told that there was nore than one
such clerk in his office

« Then,” said the gentleman, < 1 demand that you have
those dravers opened, and their contents examined !”

Notwithstanding the urgent desire of the person who had
reposed such confidence in the revelations of the fermale
informer, the post maester peremptorily declined to take a sin-
gle step implying a doubt as to the integrity of his clerks, on
the mere strength of clainvoyant testinmony.

Argument was in vain, and the disappointed letter seeker
left Hartford, thinking in all probability that General Pierce
would have dore better to have given the charge of the office
there to some person nore willing to accommodate the public!

Sonre time after this, the Special Agent nmet the post mes-
ters of New Haven and Hartford, in pursuance of instructions
from the Department, for the purpase of distributing the funds
taken from the depredator, among those who had lost by the
robberies.

On examining the money found on the person of the robber,
there were discovered the seven bank-hills, all of one denomi-
nation, lost by our clainoyant-seeking friend! The bills not
only agreed with his description, but, what mede the case still
stronger, wes the fact that no other bills of the same denomi-
nation and bank were clained by any other party.

How it wes that “ the Spirits” gave the distinguished
seeress such a conplete tissue of falsehoods, will probably
remain unknown until the « new philosophy” becomes better
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understood, or until the Spirit of Franklin, who it is said pre-
sides over conmrunications from the upper spheres, appoints
sore Special Agent to investigate the causes of failure.

The gentlerman who unexpectedly regained his noney, nay
etili entertain his old affection for clainvoyance, but he cannot
deny that the poet wes right when he exclaimed,

* Optics sharp it needs, | ween,
To see what is not to be seen.”



CHAPTER XXX.
rOETICAL AND nUMOROUS ADDRESSES UPON LETTERS.

The exterior, as wWell as the interior of a letter is sometimes
mede the wehicle of sentiment, affection, wit, fun, and the
like, which, thus riding as outside passengers, display their
beauties to the gaze of those connected with post-offices.  In
such instances, it may be that the writer’s ideas, gushing from
his pen, have overfloned their bounds, and spread thenrselves
upon the usually dry surface of the epistle. It must be a
pleasing relief to post-office clerks, wearied with the monoto-
nous task of turning up innunerable naes, to find the floners
of fancy and imegination supplanting the endless catalogue of
Smiths and Browns which ordinarily meet their eyes.  Below
are a few specimens of these enbellished addresses.

The first is probably from some homesick miner. It was
maeiled at San Francisco, California. His wife and children
have no doubt derived, long ere this, the pleasure which he
anticipated for them, in the perusal of the letter .—

Go, sheet, ami carry all my heart;
(I would that thou couldst carry me,)
Freighted with love thou wilt depart
Across the land, across the sea.

O'er thee will bend a loving face,
To thee will listen little ears;
Thou wilt be welcomed in my place,
And thou wilt bring both smiles and tears.
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Across the land, across the sea,

Thy homeward course thou wilt pursue,
I may not see them welcome thee,

Yet know | well their hearts are true.

Then swiftly go, thou ocean steed ;
Roll on, ye rapid iron wheels,

Bearing away, with careless speed,
The message that my soul reveals.

The address folloned, in plain prose.

Rail road, steamboats, horses, stagos,
All of you are paid your wages,

All of you, for nothing better

Than to take this little letter.

Should the document miscarry,

Uncle Sam will see “ old Harry

To prevent this dread collision,

| present unto your vision

State, county, aud between, the town,
Indiana, Nashville, Brown.

For Mrs. Jane Eliza Brent,

This is enough,—now “ let her went.”

Here is a specinen in a less elevated strain -—

Robber, shouldst thou seize this letter,
Break it not; there’s nothing in't,

Nought for which thou wouldst be better:
Note of bank, or coin from mint

There is nothing but affection,

< And perhaps a little news ;

IVlien you've read this, ou reflection,
Take or leave it as you choose.

If you should conclude to leave it,
I would like to have it go
To Seth Jones, who will receive it
In the town wc call Glasgow,
And the state of old Kentucky,

(There's no rhyme for that but “ lucky,”)
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The folloning seens to have been the superscription to a
dun, written “ nore in sorrow than in anger.”

A hard old boss is Charley Cross,
And | don’t care who knows it ;
He's borrowed an X, and never expects
I'll dun him, so he goes it.

He'll find he’s mistaken, and won’'t save his bacon,
Unless he sends me the tin:

In the city of Penn, somewhere is his den;
I can’t tell what stale he is in.

Perhaps he’s “ slewed,” or may be, pursued
By some other man he owes,

Whichever it is, when this meets his phiz,
My account he had better close.

The street and nunber were subjoined; but it is to be
feared that the “ old boss” proved hardbitted, and would
have nothing to do with « checks,” except those in his favor.

Post master dear,
| greatly fear
That this letter never will go
To him | write,
Unless to your signt
The name | plainly show.

'Tis Thomas Brown,
The name of his town
Is Hartford ; the county the same,
Land of steady habits,
Famed for onions and rabbits,
The place whence once | came.

This is apparently an outpouring of the sorrons of a victim
to the Maine law, and wes nmailed in that state .—a

Oh John O'Brien, half of you is better than the whole,

For that would be a Demi-John, my sorrow to console.

Oh dear O’'Brien, briny tears into my whiskers roll,

To think that you live in New York, while here is not a soul
To stand treat; or in other words, to “ pass the flowing bowl."
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All flesh is grass: all paper’s rags,
(So it is said by wicked wags.)

But | would like to pass along
Among th’ epistolary throng,

Till 1 reach the town of Kent

Nor to a paper mill be sent,

And come to an untimely end,
Before | find my writer’s friend ;
Whose name is Putnam, or Sam Put,
In the old State Connecticut.

This is going to my tailor,

A trust-worthy man is he;
Like a clock, for ever ticking,

He keeps his account with me.

To send my bill I here request him
For the br—ches he has made :

Thanks to good old uncle Samuel,
He must send it on pre-paid.

(The address wes in prose.)

When you C thi3 letter,
You'd better letter B.
For it is going over
Unto Tom McG.

In the town of Dover,
State of Tennessee.

Address ona Valentine :
Mr. Post Master, keep this well,
for every line is going to tell
how much I love my Bill Martell,
Syracuse, N. Y

I want this letter to go right straight

To Wilmington city in Delaware State,

To Daniel B. Woodard, a cooper by trade ;

He can make as good barrels as ever were made.



83

OUTSIDE RHYMES. 885

Swiftly hasten, Postman’s organ,
Bear this onward to its fate,

1n New York to George C. Morgan ;
John Street, No. 78.

East 10th Street, City of New York,
Two hundred fifty-three—

Is where of all this little work,
This moment ought to be.

And could 1 to the lightning’s wing
Or telegraphic wire,

Attach it by a silken string,
"Twould be my fond desire.

But since to do the swift exploit
Each other power must fail,

I send to Emily Bailey lloyt,
With pleasure—in the mail.

I know a man, his name is Dunn !
He lires in splendid style :

But if he'd pay—spy half his debts,
He'd lose 'bout all his “ pile."

He stops in Charlestown, old Bay State,
Quite near to Bunker Hill,

Where many a brave man met his fate,
Dispensing Putnam Pill.

A VALENTINE ADDRESS.

Lizzie, they say the little birds
Are makiug matches now ;
(Warranted to keep in any climate.)
A good example they have set
Which | would like to follow ;
So if you have a heart to let,
I hope to know to-morrow.
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On the river Hudson,
In the town of Troy,
Lives Miss Sorali Judson
Full of life and joy.

'Tis for that sweet creature
This epistle’s meant ;

If it docs but reach her,
| shall be content.

The folloning address was found on a missive which pessed
through the New York office on or about the 14th of Feb-
ruary, and wes secured with a seal representing Cupid taking
aim at ore of his victims with a revolver :

Cupid’s mother has supplied him
With “ six shooters” for his bow ;

When he'd arrows | defied him ;
Now, alas! he's laid me low.

Here | send, done up in paper,
Fanny May, my heart to you.

I think you will keep it safer
Than I've done,—so now adieu.

The toan and state were in prose.

Send this, Post Master, if you are willing,
To John M. P------ , adarned old villain.
Let it go without Postage Bounty,

To Union Valley, Cortland County.

Take me along in haste | pray,

To John O’Donnel without delay.

The postage is paid, there is no excuse
If I'm not delivered at Syracuse.

Let nought impede thy progress,
While on thy journey going,
And quickly may’st thou be received,
By John, or Pardon Bowen,
iilbaoy, N. L
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Miss Kate May,
Somewhere in New York City.
I hope to goodness she will receive
this missive.

John M. Simpson, Dedham,
Mill Village,
Mass.
in care of John Lee,
the man that speaks through
his nose or with the crucket foot.

For Nevel Kelly, Degrau St.,
next shanty to the river in the rear
of the grave-stone yard,
Brooklyn, N. Y. LLL,

New ilaven, post-office
State of Connecticut
Brown Street
Number €8
For eien Rumford
under care of mister alien
And if the main law folks up there don’t like the name of Aumford
i can't help it.

for
Brigded Livingston no 1G post
office city Hartford, State of
Cannada or three-ways to No 30

America.
To Thos. Walsh 362 3rd Avenue
or if not there (New York
To the care of America

Jorrimiah O Droyor—No— 173
South street South Troy New York
To be forwarded
To Mary Dohorty (For Thos. Walsh
(in haste America
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To Mr. Leedfara, who runs the ferry
oter across to Long Island for Mary
Maguire New York.

Mistress CroTor Keeps
a stand in the
hutson dippo—New York
lives in reed street.

Direct this letter to
315 Second floor
Back room for Kate
Barrey washington street
New York

in beast.

To the Lady that wears a white clonk Straw
Bonnett trimmed with Blue & wears a blue
veil, brown or striped dress
No — Bleeker street
New York.

To Don Tom Rigan
and Monseer Birch—

To New York city straight let this 'ere letter go

Right to der corner of der Bowery and Grand

Into Jim Story’s place which every one must know
Onto | forgot his name’s old oyester stand.

The blades it's intended for are hearty and frisky,
You'll find backe of der bar, where yer give dis letter.
The postman may find himself a cocktail der better.

P. 0. No 9 Albany Street
Boston State of Mass for Michael
Ryan tailor and u ho do not
live here i expect that the
Person who will live hero will
forward this letter to him
if they chance to know
where he live.
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Mister John Shane
Syracuse
No 152 Salina Street
your parents are here,
and state New York city
North America.

William Dogcr Syracuse
Corner of James and Warren
street undago county state
of new york—america—
care for John Burk or
Jeremiah Burk paid
or Else where

The American Girl who

wants a place, 329 Sixth

Avenue, up two flights of
Stairs, Back Room.

Thadeus M. Guerai Esqr.
eon of Pat Guerai, Late Manager
of the Devon estate, County
Limerick Ireland, and husband
of Sarah Coburn Harding ;
Niece of Major Harding
of Harding Grove, County
Limerick Ireland—
Care of B. Douglass & Co.
Charlestown
S. C



CHAPTER XXXI.
ORIGIN OF TUE MAIL COACH SERVICE.

The greatest improvenent in the English mail service,
during the eighteenth century, wes the introduction of nail
coaches.  This wes brought about by the energy and perse-
verance of Jonn Paimer, Esqg. Like nost of those who
introduce great inmprovements, he wes an « outsider,” one un-
acquiainted by business habits and associations, with the postal
senice.

At that time (about 1783) stage coaches, with passengers,
traversed the country owver all the principal roads, and ran
from five to seven miles an hour. The mails, howewver, had
never had any better conveyance than that of a horse or a gig,
managed by a man or boy. The whole nail service wes on a
nost irregular footing; nail robberies were frequent, and the
speed did not average over three and a half miles an hour.

Mr. Palmer's plan wes, to have the nails transferred to the
stage coaches, that the swiftest conveyance which the country
afforded should carry the mails.  For so dbvious an inprove-
ment, we would suppose that there would be little or no oppo-
sition. Parliamentaiy Conmmittees were appoirted, Post Mas-
ters Gereral reported, and all the offidals were against it!
Statesnmen took it up; the proposition wes debated in Parlia-
ment; and, after many years of persevering labor, Mr. Palmer
saw his plan adopted.

But opposition did not end here.  There were nore reports
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against it, and these who opposed at first from ignorance, and
a belief that no improverment would result, now kept up their
~position from a dread of being thought false prophets. But
there were those who appreciated the improverent, and Mr.
Palmer got a persion from Government of three thousand
pounds a year for life, and aftennards a grant of fifty thousand
pounds, for the berefit his improvement in the mail service
had been to the revenue of the country.

We have, from awell knonn post-office reformer,* a nice
piece of sarcasm for the special berefit of those Who oppose
great improvenents, and then deny their value after they have
been adopted and proved.

A report from the English Post Master General says : “ From
a comparison of the gross produce of inland postage for four
months, and from every other comparison they have been able
o nmeke, they were perfectly satisfied that the revenue hes
been very considerably decreased by the plan of mail coaches.”

This report gives the opinions of the Lords of the Trea-
sury, and enlarges on the innumerable inconveniences which
the change had occasioned The great post-office reforrer,
forty years after this, makes the folloning conment :—

« Heavy must e the responsibility on those who thus
persisted in folly and mischief; and wonderful is it that Mr.
Palmer should have been able to beguile the Government and
the legislature into sanctioning his med career! Who wes the
statesrman, urworthy of the name, that thus gave the rein to
audacity, that thus becanme, in bis besotted ignorance, the
tool of presumption? Who stood god-father to the vile abor-
tion, and insisted on the admission of the hideous and de-
formed nonster into the sacred precincts of Lombard Street,
the seat of perfection? His name—alas! that the lynx
should be guided by the nole! that Sanson should be se-
duced by Delilah! Palinurus allured by a dream —his name
wes William Pitt.”

* Howland Hill, Tisg.



CHAPTER XXXII.
EVASION OF TME TOST-OFFICE LAWS.

Before the adoption of the present rates of postage, much
ingenuity was displayed in making newspapers the vehicles of
such information as should legitimately have been conveyed
by letters. Various devices were enployed to effect this
object.

As the lawvstrictly prohibited writing upon papers, requiring
that such newspapers should be charged with letter postage,
the problem wes, to convey information by their neans with-
out infringing the letter of the law.

Sometines a sentence or a paragraph wes selected, sore of
the letters of which were crossed out in such a manner that
the letters left legible conveyed the meaning which the ope-
rator intended By such transmuting process, pugnacious
editorials were converted into epistles of the mildest and nost
affectionate description, and public news of an important char-
acter not unfrequcntly contracted into a channel for the con-
veyance of domestic intelligence.

As the corstructions of the law on this subject, by the
dfficers of the Department, becarme nore aud nore stringent,
the most amusing and ingenious inverttions to get beyond their
reach were resorted to.

For instance, marking an advertiserment or other notice, with
N pen or pencil, having been declared a violation of law; attern-
tion wes soretines called to such notices, by cutting round
them on three sides, thus making a sort of flap, and doubling



CHILDREN AWL WELL. 3YyC

it back on the side left uncut.  In one case, which now ocesu
to the author, a notice served iu that way, thus pr-xiucin;; a
hole in the paper, had the strikingly appropriate captine of
“ A good Opening !”

The vacancy produced in the paper, in such a case, of course
attracted the attention of the person who received it, and tkal
advertiserrent wes sure to be read, if o other.

Hieroglyphics were sometimes enployed for conveying con-
traband ideas. The follomng wWill arswer as a specimen of
this dass of attenpted evesions. It was neatly drawn on the
margin of a newspaper which came to aWestern poet-office,
from a toan in New England.

The meaning will of course be readily understood by the
reader—* Children all well !”

Such specimens of the fire arts are seldom attenmpted under
the present low rates of postage, as the saving of two cents
would hardly pay for the required timeor abor. But there
are those even nowa-days, who, for that paltry consideration,
are found willing to compromise their consciences, if indeed
they have any, by resorting to some of the less laborious
methods, in attenpting to carry out their prudential designs.
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For instance, marking an advertisenent or other notice, with
n pen or pencil, having been declared a vidlation of law, atten-
tion wes soretines called to such notices, by cutting round
them on three sides, thus making a sort of flap, and doubling

(392)



CHILDREN AWL WELL. 393

it back oa the sice left uncut  In one case, which now occurs
to the author, a notice sened in that way, thus producing a
hole in the paper, had the strikingly appropriate caption of
“A good Opening !"

The vacancy produced in the paper, in such a ease, of course
attracted the atterttion of the person who received it, and ihat
advertiserment was sure to be read, if no other.

Hieroglyphics were sometimes enployed for conveying con-
traband ideas. The folloning will amswer as a specinen of
this class of attermpted evasions. It wes neatly draan on the
margin of a newspaper which came to a Western post-office,
from a toan in New England.

The meaning will of course be readily understood by the
reader— = Children all well I”

Such specimens of the fire arts are seldom attenpted under
the present low rates of postage, as the saving of two cents
would hardly pay for the required tine or abor. But there
are those evem nowa-days, who, for that paltry consideration,
are found willing to conmpromise their consciences, if indeed
they have any, by resorting to some of the less laborious
methods, in attenpting to carry out their prudential desigrs.



CHAPTER XXXIII.
POST OFFICE PAUL PRYS.

Legislative enactments have been found no less neces-
sary, to defend the sacredness of private correspondence from
the prying eye of curiosity, than from the plundering hand of
dishonesty.

There are many who would recoil from the thought of rob-
bing a letter of its pecuniary contents, hut feel no compunc-
tion at violating its secrecy for the sake of indulging an idle
or a malicious inquisitiveness, if the commission of the deed
can be concealed  This nay not be called a conmon evil,
and yet it exists; and it is one against which Acts of Con-
gress have been levelled alnost in vain, for there is perhaps
hardly any portion of the lans of that body relative to the
protection of correspondence, through the mails, about which
there is felt so great a degree of security.

This wvidlation of the first principles of decency and pro-
priety, not unfrequently leads to results nore disastrous than
those which are caused evem by robbery itself.  The person,
too, who indulges himself in this disgraceful practice, cannot
be sure that he will always keep clear of nore serious misde-
meanors. He who pries into letters for one purpose, may be
led to pry into them for another. When one hes become ac
custoned to tampering with letter seals, he has broken through
a poverful restraint to crime, and has laid himself yet nore

open to the assaults of termptation.
(394)
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Sonetimes a state of things exists in a neighborhood which
clearly shows that some unauthorized person is acquainted with
the contents of many of the letters passing through the post-
office, before the rightful onrers have received them  Secrets
of the utmost importance are suddenly blazed abroad, ard
those of less consequence are used to inflict much annoyance
upon the persons whom they concem.  Those in charge of the
post-office become the objects of suspicion, and the inhabit-
ants of the infected district, if they are unable to dbtain posi-
tive proof of unlanful meddling with their correspondence,
at least show;, by their endeavors to prevent their letters from
going through the dangerous channel, that they have lost their
confidence in the integrity of the post mester, or of his assist-
ants.

For instance—Fanmer Haycroft's daughter had settled the
preliminaries of a treaty of the nmost tender description with
a young gentleman of a neighboring city, though without the
knowledge and contrary to the wishes of the parental poten
tates on both sides.  Their happiness, it is clear, depended on
preserving their secret inviolate.  Should it cone to the ears
of their “ potent, grave, and reverend seniors,” a storm of
wrath might be expected like that which is seen when two
clouds, heavily charged, unite in pouring out their burden of
lightning, wind, and rain

Therefore, in order to awoid such a consumation, inter-
views were not risked, as being too hazardous, but a corres-
pondence wes carried on under fictitious Nanes.

Much solicitude wes felt by the inquisitive natron who pre-
sided over the Pryingion Post-Office, to know who « Eliza-
beth Greene” (the nom de guerre Of the Haycroftian dam+
sel) could be.  So she cross-questioned the bay who inquired
for letters for the aforesaid Elizabeth, but he wes decidedly
noncommittal.  And, as a last resort, she sent her servant-
meid to follow the urmary nmessenger, and see where he
went.  She retumed with the exciting intelligence that .Tare
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Haycroft met himand received from his hands the letter which
the hoy had just taken from the office

This information but aggravated the thirst for knowledge
which raged in the breast of the post mistress, and she in
wardly resolved that she would in some way unravel the mys-
tery that lurked under the name of - Elizabeth Greene.”

The toan wes shortly after astonished with the news of the
proposed “ match,” and as the post-office dame was not sup-
posed to deal inclairvoyance, the inference was natural that
sore less creditable but nore certain method had been adopt-
ed to bring the important fact to light.

The detection of supposed guilt in eases of this kind wes
formerly very difficult, and heretofore the Special Agents had
rather undertake the investigation of a dozen cases of il
robbery than to attermpt to unearth one of these noles, work-
ing under ground, and gnawing at the roots of their neigh
bor’s reputation and happiness. For these Paul Prys gene-
rally leave but few traces behind them by which they may be
ferreted out, honever strong the grounds of suspicion may be.

Tests have been devised, however, by which these dealers
in contraband knowledge may be unerringly pointed out and
detected in their contenptible occupation A letter may be
opened, read, and resealed never so carefully, yet by means of
these tests the opening can be satisfactorily proved, and the
operer brought to justice, at least so far as a rermmoval from
office can amswer the ends of punishment.

A knowdedge of this secret plan rests solely with the Post
Mester General and his Special Agents, and it can only bo
communicated to the latter under the nost positive injunctions
of secrecy. It will be applied in all cases where there is rea-
sonable ground for believing that correspondence has been
tampered with

The legal penalty for this offence is five hundred dollars
fine, and inprisonment for twelve nonths.



CHAPTER XXXIV.
SPECIAL AGENTS.

The institution of Special Agents did not originate in this
country. At a comparatively early period it constituted a
part of the British postal system and these Agents are termed

Post-Office Sunveyors.”  This corps of officials has ever been
corsidered by the English Government orne of the nmost im-
portant adjuncts of the Post-Office Department.

In the early history of the Department in our oan country
persons were occasionally employed, in cases of emergency, to
act as its representatives, and to exercise termporary supervi-
sion over some of the various branches of the mail service;
but the Special Agent system as it now exists, wes first
organized in the year 1840, while the Hon. Amos Kendall was
at the head of the Department.

The number of Special Agents in the United States hes
been gradually increased since their first establishment, and is
now eighteen, suitably distributed throughout the country,
each one having a district assigned him as the particular field
of his operations, but to act elseswhere if so ordered

It is not the intention to enter into an argument for the
purpose of proving the usefulness of this branch of the De-
partrent.  If this has not been shown by the facts recorded
in the former part of this volune, as well as by the many prom
inent and familiar cases all over the country, which hawve
been so successfully conducted by ather menbers of the corps,
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it would be in vain to attenpt it non | would only say a few
words respecting the power of this system toprevent crine.

There are some persors in the world of Grin principles and
unbending rectitude, who need not the aid of outward cir-
cunstances for the maintenance of an upright character. But
perhaps the majority of mankind require some external helps
in the way of restraints, from public opinion, and even the
threatenings of the lav. On such the fear of detection fre-
gquently acts in a nost salutary manner, deterring from the
commission of crime, and soretines leading to a higher no-
tive for right conduct than apprehersion of punishment.

In nore than ore instance, after the conclusion of some
important case of depredation, | have been informed that
noney-letters, passing upon cther routes than the ones under
suspicion, and even at a corsiderable distance, have been re-
garded with a reverence never felt for them before. A portly
envelope wes corsidered a sort of Trojan horse, Aied with the
elerents of destruction, ready to overwhelm the explorer of
its treacherous recesses.  This extraordinary caution wes oning,
of course, to the knowledge (wWhich often gets out in spite of
the utmost endeavors to prevent it) that the Special Agent
wasabroad ; and when once a person hes been thoroughly im
pressed with the danger of tampering with the forbidden
thing, he does not soon gor easily yield to the whisperings of
the tempter.

The duties of a Special Agent of the Post-Office Depart-
ment involve a constant and vigilant supervision of all its
interests.  This emrbraces a much wider range of action, and
requires much higher qualiCcations on the part of those who
undertake it, than any simply - detective” service. It is
believed that neither Congress nor the public generally attach
such a degree of inportance to the dffice in question as it
really possesses, both in itself and in the estimation of the
Department.  This is perhaps oning to the fact that so great
a proportion of its duties have of late been connected with the
investigation of cases of depredation upon the mails. This
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hes given the corps of Special Agents the apparent character
of mere - detective officers’ while in truth they are much
nmore than this.

The qualifications which a Special Agent should possess
are nunerous and diverse; sone, indeed, not often found in
connection with one another. A high degree of shrewdness
and tact is required, in order to estimate probabilities rightly,
and to pursue investigations in such away as to avoid attract-
ing attention or exciting alarm  And an essential pre-requi-
site to success is a good knowledge of huren nature.  To
calculate beforehand with correctness what a given person
will do under certain circunstances, and thus to anticipate his
moverrents, and make him subservient to the execution of
your plans; to vary the node of approach to suspected per-
sons, according to the combinations of circunstances and the
shades of character existing in the case In hand; to do all
this, and much nore of a like description, dermands no small
knowledge of the workings of the human mind.

It is comparatively an easy matter to follow up a mail rob-
ber when once upon his track, (though there is often nicety
even in this,) but to collect the scattered rays of suspicion and
oconjecture, and to bring them together into ore focus, throw
ing its revealing glare upon the criminal, requires a higher
order of intellect than any after operations. And the caution
which is always necessary in the conducting of these cases, in
order to secure a successful result, is called for not only for
the sake of detecting the guilty, but in order that the inno-
cent may not suffer blane.

It often happerns that circunstances of the strongest kind
indicate the guilt of some person, who, notwithstanding, is
entirely free from all connection with the crine.  Never, per-
haps, is a stronger tenmptation to hasty and indiscreet proce-
dures offered than by such a state of things. Yet he who is
guided by discretion, is not led anay by the dazzling hope of
immediate success in his investigation, but, anare how falla-
cios are soretines the strongest appearances, he corsiders
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thc question before him with coolness and  deliberation, fully
conscious of the priceless value of dharacter, and reluctant to
meke any noverrent that might unjustly throw a shadow
upon it

Fom the nature of their employment, Special Agents are
constantly brought in contact with the nost intelligent and
promirent nen in the community, who justly expect to find
the Post-Office Department represerted by nen of gentle-
manly bearing, fair education, correct deportment, and sound
discretion The absence of any of these qualities, especially
of all of them would loner the standing of the Department
with those whose good opinion is nost valuable, and would
naturally cause speculations on the reasons why persons so
deficient in the qualities necessary to make them acceptable to
people of discermment, should have been appointed to such a
resporsible post.

It would hardly be just to hold the Department resporsible
for the existence of all such evils, as there is always danger
that the influence and diplomecy of politicians may be used
for the purpose of securing appointments to persorns who are
unfit for them  If the time ever comes when politiciars shall
act upon truly patrictic principles, then we nay reasonably
expect that the appointing of subordinate dfficars of this De-
partrent will be left to those in whose power the law has
placed it, undisturbed by pressure from without

The duties of a Special Agent are often made nore difficult
by the thoughtlessness or curicsity of those whom he meets in
the ocourse of his dfficial business. The nmaintenance of secrecy
is absolutely necessary to much success in his plarns. It is
perfectly obvious that the measures taken to detect a rogue
should be concealed from him, and it is generally rno less im
portant that he should not know that any ore is on his track
The public at large, however, seem to think thenselves at
liberty to inquire of an Agent all about his plans; where he
is going, whom he is in pursuit of, and any other nmatters that
curicsity nay suggest. Often have 1 been saluted, on enter-
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ing an omnibus or a railroad car, with the g **w . *WdU
H------ , Who has been robbing the maik bow ™ tkl m b e
the person of the Agent known to all within bearing, »d per-
haps to somre fromwhom it were Tery desirable th keep —eh
knoMedge. | received a similar salutation ome frasa a
thoughtless acquaintance, in the presence of a dehngwewt
post-office clerk whom 1 wes watching, and to whom | wn be-
fore unknown.

In country places, also, Agents are often bruncht to tbeir
wit's end for amswers to the questions proposed, which ahali
be satisfactory to the querist, and keep within the hounds of
truth.  Sometimes they find themselves compelled, in antici-
pation of this annoying curiosity, to take refuge in a mercan-
tile character, inquiring the price of butter, and other “ pro-
duce.” At other times, with parental solicitude, they inform
themselves of the comparative merits of different boarding-
schools; or they, in pursuance of their oann poliry, discuse
policies 6f “ Life Insurance” | wes once indebted to the
system alluded to for my escape from the fangs of an inquiisi-
tive landlord.  In the investigations of the case then in hand,
it wes of the utrmost inportance that the presence of an Agent
of the Departrent, on that route, should not be known.  So
when mine hast commenced his inquiries, 1 informed him that
I had thought of delivering a lecture on Life Insurance, ard
asked him whether he suppased that an audience could be got
together in the village. He appeared very much interested
in the netter, and offered to guarantee at least five hundred
hearers for the proposed lecture. One evening, while 1 wes
in my room enployed in preparing decoy letters, he called
upon sone errand, and, observing ne at work anong some
papers, he said :

“ Ah, at work an your lecture, are you? Well, 1 won t dis-
turb you.”

We went so far as to meke sone arrangenents for the print-
ing of hand bills, &c., but the mental illumination which the
inhabitants of the village had in prospect, wes extinguished

34*



4f10 THOUGHTLESS CURIOSITY.

the question before him with coolness and deliberation, fully
conscious of the priceless value of character, and reluctant to
meke any novemrent that might unjustly throw a shedow
upon it

From the nature of their employment, Special Agents are
constantly brought in contact with the nost intelligent and
prominent men in the community, who justly expect to find
the Post-Office Department represented hy nen of gentle-
manly bearing, fair education, correct deportment, and sound
discretion. The alsence of any of these qualities, especially
of all of them, would loner the standing of the Department
with those whose good opinion is most valuable, and would
naturally cause speculations on the reasons why persons so
deficient in the qualities necessary to make them acceptable to
people of discermnent, should have been appointed to such a
responsible post.

It would hardly be just to hold the Department responsible
for the existence of all such evils, as there is always danger
that the influence and diplomecy of politicians may he used
for the purpose of securing appointments to persors who are
unfit for them If the time ever comes when politicians shall
act upon truly patriotic principles, then we may reasonably
expect that the appointing of subordinate officers of this De-
partment will he left to those in whose power the law hes
placed it, undisturbed by pressure from without.

The duties of a Special Agent are often made nore difficult
by the thoughtlessness or curiosity of those whom he meets in
the course of his dfficial business. The maintenance of secrecy
is absolutely necessary to much success in his plans. It is
perfectly obvious that the neasures taken to detect a rogue
should be concealed from him, and it is gererally ro less im
portant that he should not know that any orne is on his track
The public at large, however, seem to think thenselves at
liberty to inquire of an Agent all about his plans; where he
is going, whom he is in pursuit uf, aud any other matters that
curiosity may suggest.  Often have 1 been saluted, on enter-
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ing an ommibus or a railroad ear, with the question, - Well,
H------ , Who has been robbing the nails now?" thus making
the person of the Agent known to all within hearing, and per-
haps to sone fromwhom it were very desirable to keep such
knowledge. 1T received a similar salutation once from a
thoughtless acquaintance, in the presence of a delinquent
post-office clerk whom 1 waes watching, and to whom | wes be-
fore unknown.

In country places, also, Agents are often brought to their
wit's end for answers to the questions proposed, which shall
be satisfactory to the querist, and keep within the bounds of
truth.  Sonmetimes they find themselves conpelled, in antici-
pation of this annoying curiosity, to take refuge in a mercan-
tile character, inquiring the price of butter, and other “ pro-
duce” At other times, with parental solicitude, they inform
themselves of the conparative nerits of different boarding-
schools; or they, in pursuance of their onn policy, discuss
policies of = Life Insurance.” 1 was once indebted to the
system alluded to for my escape from the fangs of an inquisi-
tive landlord.  In the investigations of the case then in hand,
it wes of the utnost, inportance that the presence of an Agent
of the Department, on that route, should not be knonwn.  So
when mine host conmenced his inquiries, 1 informed him that
I had thought of delivering a lecture on Life Insurance, and
asked him whether he supposed that an audience could be got
together in the village. lie appeared very much interested
in the metter, and offered to guarantee at least five hundred
hearers for the proposed lecture.  One evening, while | wa3
in my room enployed in preparing decoy letters, he called
upon sone errand, and, observing e at work anong somre
papers, ho said :

« Ah, at work on your lecture, are you? Well, | won t dis-
turb you.”

We went so far as toneke sone arrangenrents for the print-
ing of handbills, &., but the mental illumination which the
inhabitants of the village had in prospect, wes extinguished
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by my disappearance, acconpanied by a culprit, whom it wes
nore inportant to secure than even an “ audience of five
hundred” During the examination of the criminal, my
worthy host inquired of me, with a sagacios wink, how the
“ Life Insurance” business flourished ?

It may not be out of place here to allude to an erroneous
idea respecting the powers of Special Agents, which prevails
to sone extent, narely, that the Agents are penmitted by the
Departnent to open letters addressed to other persons, where
the interests of justice seem to require it  This is contrary
to the truth. An Agent has no nore power or right than any
other person to open letters not belonging to him, for what-
ever purpose he may wish to do so.  Should he see fit to break
aseal, he does it at his oan resporsibility. The law mekes
no exceptions in his favor.  And the Department cannot conr
fer this power of opening letters, because no such power hes
been given it The Post Master Gereral is as accountable to
the laws as any private citizen.



CHAPTER XXXV.
ROUTE AGENTS.

This is the designation of a very useful and indispensable
dass of dfficials, who were hardly known to the service in this
country previous to the year 1839. Their introduction ap-
pears to have been contermporaneous with the enployment of
railroads for the transportation of the U. S. mails, and a neces-
sary consequence of the adoption of this node of corvey-
ance.

The nunber of these Agents has been progressively in
creesed in proportion with the extension of railroads, and
they are now enployed upon nearly all these roacs in this
country, as well as upon many of the steanboats which carry
the mails.

Since 1847, they have increased as follons—

In 1848 there were 47

1849 61
1850 100
1851 127
1852 200
1854 260
1855 295

Ey the terms of contract with each railroad company, it is
required to fumish a suitable car for the use of the nail or

Route Agent when so requested by the Departnent The
(403,
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Agent occupies this traveling post-office, or nail car, receives
and delivers nails along the route; assorts, and gives the
proper direction to all mail matter passing through his hands;;
mails such letters, prepaid by stamps, & are handed him, and
accompanies the nmils in their tramsit between the post-office
and the railroad station or steanrboat, at the terminus of the
route.

It is too often the case that persons of influence, in pro-
posing a candidate for this resporsible post, greatly undervalue
the nature and importance of the duties to he performed, sup-
posing that they involve merely the mechanical labor of deliv-
ering neil bags at the different post-office stations upon the
route. The fact is, that the successful working of our postal
mechinery depends in no small degree uoon the active, faith
ful, and intelligent discharge of the Route Agents’ duties. In
New England especially, and perhaps in some other sections
of the country, a very large proportion of the correspondence
pesses through the hands of these dfficials, at sone stage in
its progress.

Much care, and a thorough knowledge of the topography
of the sections of the country through which the route lies,
as wWell as that of nore distant portions, are therefore required
for giving letter and other packages a direction by which they
will reach their destination in the shortest possible tine. And
that essential preliminar}, the ascertaining where a given pack-
age is to go, is a matter not always easy of acconplishment.
For the most skilful interpreters of the species of chirography
known as “ quail tracks” are often taxed to their utmost
capacity of learning and experience, in the endeavor to deci-
pher the outside addresses of packages which they are re-
quired to “ distribute” without loss of tine.

Furthermore, in consequence of the inprovenents con-
stantly progressing in many parts of the country, and the
frequent changes in railroad, steamboat, and stage connections,
resulting from that and other causes, what would be correct
“ distribution” orne day, might not be so the next The old
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adage, “ The longest way round is the shortest way hone,” is
often literally true in the sending of mail netter, for steam
»ceupies less time in acconplishing a circuitous route of a
hundred miles, than horses in passing over a direct one of
twerty.

On the other hand, it sonmetimes happens that a long route
by stage should be adopted, instead of a short ore by railroad,
owing to awant of the proper railroad connections.

When all these demands upon the vigilance and ability of
the Route Agent are exercised, it will be obvious that it would
be difficult to estimate the anount of injury that the public
might receive from the employment of a careless, inefficient,
or illiterate person in this position

Among the Post Master General's instructions to Route
Agents is one requiring them to receive and nwil all letters
wwritten after the closing of the mail at the places where the
writers reside, and before its departure. This privilege—a
intended solely for the accormodation of those who are pre-
vented by unawoidable circunstances from depositing their
letters in the post-office—has of late been used, or rather
abused, to a degree never dreaned of by the Departmrent
This abuse, In many cases, has proceeded to an extent which
would seem to warrant the withholding of the privilege.

Tardy and indolent correspondents, who can save a few steps
by taking their letters to a mail car or steamboat, instead of
to the proper place of deposit, a post-office, find the hard
worked Route Agent an invention admirably calculated to
facilitate the indulgence of their lazy habits, and do not
scruple to avail themselves of the opportunity to the utmost
extent.

There is also a nunerous class who entertain feelings of hos-
tility tonard their post mester for various reasons; not urfre-
quently from the failure of their onn attermpts or those of
their friends to dotain the office which he holds. These per-
sons show their resentment by withholding their nail matter
from the post-office, and thus cheating the incunmbent out of
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his lanful commissions.  In carrying out this plan, they meke
the Route Agent an innocent accessory, by placing all their
correspondence in his car just before the departure of the
train, thus unnecessarily increasing his labor for the sake of
gratifying their oan nalice.

Another dlass, fully persuaded of the truth of the princi-
ple that “ seeing is believing,” and urmilling to trust in any-
thing less reliable than their own eyes, deposit their letters
with the Agent rather than in the post-office, in order to avoid
the innumerable perils which might beset them in their pass-
age from the custody of the post nmester to that of the Agent !
These cautious persons are not satisfied without ocular denou-
stration of the departure of their letters, so that if the letters
should fail to reach their destination, they would still have the
pleasing consciousness that they had dore all intheir poner to
avoid such a catastrophe.

Still another dlass confide their letters to the Route Agent,
from a belief that letters, especially valuable ones, will thus
go forward nore safely and expeditiously. But this is an
incorrect idea, for in the first place the pressure of other in
dispensable duties, such as receiving, assorting, and delivering
mails, may occupy so much of the Agent’s time that he will
find it inpossible to mail all the letters banded him, in which
case they would often suffer at least a day's delay. And as
to the supposed additional safety of nmoney-letters, when sent
in this way, it nay be remarked that in case of a serious col-
lision happening to the train while the letters were still loose,
the chances of their loss from destruction or theft, would be
much greater than if they were properly secured in a locked
mail-pouch.  Important losses have occurred in this way, and
of course they nmay happen at any tine.

In behalf of the Route Agents, whose duties, at best, are
sufficiently arduous, the public are earmestly requested to ex-
ercise the privilege referred to only in accordance with its
original intention, nanely, in Teference to letters which cannot
with due diligence be mailed in the ordinary way.
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Another important regulation contained in the lloute
Agents’ instructions, is that which forbids the admission with
in the mail ear of any one except those officially connected
with the Department. The strict enforcement of LLB rule is
well for all concermed, and should he cheerfully acquiesced in
by the railroad conmpanies and the public at large.

Nor should its gpplication in individual cases he construed,
as has sometimes beeu done, into a distrust of the honor or
honesty of the person refused admittance. It is dore simply
iu pursuance of a wholesome and reasonable requirement, and
with the view to confine responsibility to those upon whom it
is placed by the Departrent, and to guard against hindrances
to the faithiful and accurate discharge of their duty.

The faithfulness of one of the Route Agents, in respect to
a conpliance with Instructions, wes a few years since tested
by the Post Mester General in person, who happened to be
travelling incog., S0 far as those on that train were concermed.

Just as the cars were about to leave one of the statiors,
Judge Halr 1, then Post Master General, presented himself at
the door of the mail apartment, when the folloaming conversa-
tion occurred :—

Post Master General.—Good rmming, Sil’; I would like a
seat in your ear to awid the dust.

Agent.—Well, 1 would like to accommodate you, but you
see what ny Instructions say, (at the same tine pointing to
the printed Circular posted up in the car, with the signature
of “N. K. Han1” attached.)

P. M. General.—Yes, that is all well enough, but Mr. Hall
probably did not nean to exclude honorable gentlemen who
would not interfere with the mails, or annoy you with conver-
sation.

Agent—(Scanning the person of his unknown visitor
pretty closely)—Suppose he didn't, what evidence have |
that you axe an honorable gentleman ?  Besides, | am a strict
constructionist, and the order says no person is alloned here
except those connected with the Departrrent.
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Judge Hall irsisted upon staying, honever, and delibe-
rately took a seat in the only chair on the premises.  Where-
upon the Agent proceeded to call the baggage-nester to assist
in forcibly ejecting this persevering customer; and he cer-
tainly would have gone out, had he not wathout loss of time
presented his card to the incensed Agent, just in tine to pre-
vent so ludicrous a denouement.

He wes warmly contmrended for his faithfulness, and highly
enjoyed the visit of his distinguished guest during the re-
mainder of his stay.



CHAPTER XXXVI.

, LECOY LEXTERS.

Those who may have perused the preceding pages of this
work, will require no further comment on the nature and
utility of decoy letters. But as some persons are met with
who, without much reflection, condemn their use under all cir-
cumstances, it may be well to offer a few remarks in defence
of this practice.

It is very clear that decoy letters can newver injure honest
men. These missives trouble No one who does not unlawfully
meddle with them, and it can hardly be claimed that they
offer any greater termptations to the dishonestly inclined than
any other dass of noney-letters. It is of course inypossible
for any ore to distinguish between a decoy letter and a genuine
one, and he who faithfully discharges his duties in reference
to other letters, will never find out by his oan personal ex-
perience, that there are such things as decoys.

It should not be forgotten that these devices are employed
for the public good, and that the security of a vast anount of
property, as well as the renoval of unjust suspicion, often
depends upon the detection of some delinquent post-office
employé.  In such acasg, it would surely be foolishly fastidi-
ous to object to the adoption of a nmethod of effecting the
desired end, which accurately distinguishes between the
innocent and the guilty, and which does injustice to no ore.

In the defence of criminals tried in the United States
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Courts, for mail robbery, whose detection has been effected by
means of decoy letters, especially in eases where there seens
to be no ather ground of defence, it is frequently insisted on
Aery eloquently, that as the law of Congress on this subject
provides against the enmbezzlenent of letters « intended to be
conveyed by post,” no dffence is committed by the purloining
of decoys, inasimuch as this class of epistles are Not bona fide
letters, aud are not intended to be corveyed in the mail,
within the true intent and meaning of the statute.

This position hes been overthroan, however, as often as it
hes been assumed, and it is believed that the decisions on this
point, of all the United States Judges before whom the ques-
tion has been raised, have been uniform throughout the country.

In a recent important trial in the city of New York, before
his Honor Judge Betts, the decoy system received a severe

<hetchelling from the learmed coursel for the prisoner, and
after the evidence had been laid before the jury, the Court
wes asked to dismiss the case and the culprit, on the ground
that the offence provided against in the twenty-first section of
the Act of 1825, had not been committed.

But his Honor took a very different view of the matter, as
will appear by the folloning extract from his decision . —

Judge Betts remarked to the jury that the facts upon which the
indictment is found being uncontroverted, the question of the prison-
er's guilt depends solely upon points of law.

When facts are ascertained, it is the province of the Court to deter-
mine whether they come within the provisions of the law sought to be
applied to them; and, although in criminal cases the jury gives a
general answer, covering both the law and fact, to the inquiry whether
the accused is guilty or not guilty, it is not to be supposed they will,
in a case resting wholly upon a question of law, render a verdict in
opposition to the instructions of the Court. The defence of the
accused assumes that the twenty-first section above recited, in order
to a conviction under it, demands affirmative proof from the prosecu-
tion that the letters were intended to be conveyed by post, according to
their address : And it is urged that such proof not being made, hut
'n the contrary, the evidence being that the writer of the letters did
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not intend they should be so delivered, but meant to take them out of
the mail himself, to prevent their delivery, if they were not embezzled
in the office in this city, the acts done by the accused are no offence
under the statute.

I think that construction of the statute cannot be maintained in
respect to letters actually in the mail, and especially in this case,
where the letters had been conveyed by post and came into this office
by the mail from other offices.

It is a presumption of law, and not a matter of proof, that letters
so circumstanced, were intended to be conveyed by post. The ques-
tion of intention is no longer referable to the private purpose of the
writer, whatever might be the fact when letters are given to persons
employed in the Post-Office Department, out of the office, for the pur-
pose of being put into it or conveyed by mail.

When, however, a letter already in the mail is purloined, (1 McLean
It. 504 ; 2 1d. 434,) or is embezzled by a carrier on the route, (1 Curtis
It. 307,) it is, in judgment of law, intended to be conveyed by post,
within the meaning of the statute, and the private purpose and inten-
tion of the person who put it in the mail, is in no way material, and
need not be proved.

Nor indeed, if the accused can prove, or it is made to appear upon
the evidence of the prosecution, that the letter was placed in the mail
or came into a post-office, prepared and intended as u decoy, and was
not intrusted to the mnil in the way of bond, fide correspondence, is
the criminality of taking it thereby absolved: even if the evidence
advances another stage, and shows that the decoy was aimed at and
intended for the particular person caught by it, (The United States v.
Laurence, 2 McLean R. 441 ; The United Slates v. Foye, 1 Curtis R.
307-8.)

These decisions enforce the manifest policy of the statute. The
post-office establishment, and the enactments maintaining the security
of its action and the fidelity of persons employed in it, compose a
great national measure, and the laws governing and protecting it are
to be construed so as to subserve the public good, and not with a view
to what might be a reasonable rule in transactions between individuals.
But | apprehend that even in individual transactions, the agents of a
bank, a merchant’s clerk, or a domestic servant could not protect them-
selves against a criminal or civil charge of appropriating the effects
of their employers, by proof that the property had been placed within
their reach by its owner, in distrust of their honesty, and for the
purpose of testing it.
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The method adopted by the Department to detect offenders under
this law, does not appear to me objectionable in the point of view
pressed by the counsel for the accused. No further temptation or
facility to the commission of the offence is thereby placed before such
offenders than must necessarily be presented in the daily business of
their trusts. These packages were in every respect the same in
appearance, and with only the same indications of enclosing money,
as ordinary letters by which remittances are made. And it seems to
me when it comes to be understood by persons handling such packages
in the mail or destined for it, that a watchful eye may be following
each package from office to office, and noticing everything done to it,
that the apprehension of such supervision may act almost with the
force of a religious consciousness of accountability, in awing wicked
purposes and preventing criminal actions.

I am persuaded that letters would rarely be intercepted in their
transmission by post, if every person concerned in mailing or carrying
them, could be impressed with the idea that each package enclosing
valuables, may be but a bait seeking to detect whoever may be dis-
honest enough to molest it, and to become a swift witness for his con-
viction and punishment.

The jury convicted the prisoner, and on the 29th day of December.
1854, he was sentenced to ten years’' imprisonment.



SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER.
KtACTICAL INFORMATION.

The design of the author, in the preparation of the present
volume, would be but inperfectly answered, were he to fail
to comunicate that practiced information which it is very de-
sirable that the public at large should possess, both for their
onn sake and that of those connected with the mail service.
For, an accurate knowledge of the requirenents of the law
upon leading points, would obviate much of the disappoint-
ment and unpleasant feeling to which mistaken views on the
subject give rise.  There are popular errors on many natters
connected with post-office regulations which are ewvery day
causing trouble and vexation, and which can only be corrected
by presenting the facts as they are.

This information is not accessible to the public in gereral ;
at least, it is out of the way, and is not kept before the peo-
ple.  The. Department publishes, at irregular intervals, an
edition of its laws and regulations for the use of post nesters,
each of whom is supplied with a copy; and this, with the ex-
ogption of the ordinary newspaper record of the lans as they
are passed, is the only source of information upon this subject
open to people in general. The detail of regulations estab-
lished by the Department, seldom finds its way into the papers,
and correspondents are left to acquire their knonedge respect-
ing it by (sometines sad) experience.

y5 * (413)
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It is the intention of the author to supply these deficiencies
in part at least, avoiding, however, all lans and regulations
likely to be changed by legislation, or the constructions put
upon them by the chief dfficers appointed from time to time
to administer those laws.

Post mesters being already provided with the offical in-
structions pertaining to their duties, a repetition here is
deemed unnecessary farther than a knowedge of the laws and
regulations may be essential to the public.

For the itens of information presented below; the author
relies in part on the suggestions of his oan experience, but
they are mainly conmpiled from the established regulations
of the Post-Office Department, and such of the decisions of
its chief officers as are likely to remain permanently in force . —

MISSING LETTERS, ETC.

That the loss or delay of letters, valuable or otherwise, is often
caused by the dishonesty or carelessness of those to whose custody
they are committed, must he acknowledged. Still, in a large propor-
tion of such eases, the cause is to he found in some one or a combina-
tion of those curious omissions and mistakes to which all correspon-
dents— but more especially men deeply involved in business pursuits
—are so liable. The records of the Dead Letter Office, if consulted,
would present a list of delinquents in this particular, embracing the
names of hundreds of individuals and firms, ranking as the most exact
and systematic persons in the community.

A similar examination of the official reports of the Special Agents
and post masters, would further show to what an extent such losses
are attributable to a want of fidelity and proper care on the part of
persons employed to convey letters to and from the post-office. Sug-
gestions as to the remedies are hardly called for.

So far as relates to misdirections, ns they are most apt to occur
with persons and mercantile houses of extensive correspondence, an
excellent precaution may be found, in requiring the post-office mes-
senger, after the letters have been prepared for the mail, to enter in
a book kept for that purpose, the full outside address of each letter,
with the date of mailing. In case any one of them ie incorrectly
addressed, and fails to reach its intended destination, a reference to
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the book of superscriptions will show where the missing document
was sent, and lead to its immediate recovery. If correctly addressed,
that fact would appear, and materially aid in an official investigation

This, together with the adoption of a greater degree of care than is
at present exercised, in the selection of persons to act as private let-
ter carriers, would greatly reduce the number of losses, mishaps, and
complaints in connection with the mails. Where it is possible, but
one person should be sent to the post-office.

The name of the writer or firm, written dr printed on the letter, is
an advantage in case of miscarriage.

When a valuable letter is missing from any cause, the fact should
be at once reported to the post master, in writing, with full particu-
lars, and a search made by the complainants, of the pockets of any
spare overcoats about the premises.

Where letters are delivered by a public letter carrier, or penny post,
a locked box or some other sufe place of deposit for the letters thus
left, should be provided. A neglect of this precaution, is the cause
of many annoyances and losses.

The address of letters intended for delivery in cities, should include,
if possible, the occupation, street and number of the party ad-
dressed.

When a letter is, by mistake or owing to a duplicate name, delivered
to the wrong person, it should be immediately returned to the post-
office "with a verbal explanation, and not be dropped into the letter
box. If inadvertently opened by the party taking it from the office,
the fact should be endorsed on the back of the letter, with the name
of the opener.

Experience has shown that locked letter boxes or drawers opening
on the outside, especially in cities and large towns, are unsafe, as de-
positories of letters, especially those containing articles of value.

No letters should he given to Route Agents upon the cars or steam-
boats, except such as cannot be written before the closing of the mail
at the post-office. Under no circumstances can Route Agents receive
letters that are not pre-paid by stamps.

When there arc good grounds for believing that letters are opened
and read from motives of curiosity, complaint should be made in
writing to the Chief Clerk of the Post-Office Department, Washington,
A secret plan for the certain detection of prying delinquents hoa
recently been devised.
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Two or more letters directed to different persons, cannot be sent by
mail in one envelope or packet, without subjecting the sender to a
fine of ten dollars. This does not apply to any letter or packet
directed to a foreign country.

Costly and delicate articles of jewelry or other valuables, should
not be placed in a letter, as they are liable to serious injury in the
process of stamping.

It is a violation of law to enclose a letter or other thing (except
bills and receipts for subscription,) or to make any memorandum in
writing, or to print any word or communication, after its publication,
upon any newspaper, pamphlet, magazine, or other printed matter.
The person addressed must pay letter postage, or the sender be fined
five dollars.

If a letter is deposited in a post-office, and the enclosure accident-
ally omitted, or it becomes necessary to alter or add to the contents,
it is much better to write another letter, than to trouble those in the
office to look for the original one. In large places, especially, a suc-
cessful search for it, even immediately after its deposit, would con-
sume much valuable time, and such a request is altogether unreason-
able, when the remedy suggested is so simple and cheap.

On calling or sending for a letter known to have been advertised,
tbc fact should always be stated, otherwise only the current letters are
examined.

Although it is strictly the duty of post masters and other agents of
the Department, to correct or report such errors in the mail service
aB may come to their knowledge, it is, nevertheless, desirable that any
private citizen should inform the Department of continued neglect or
carelessness in the execution of mail contracts or mismanagement in
a post-office.

Legal provision has been made by Congress, by which letters may
be sent out of the mail in cases of emergency. By the use of the
Government envelope, with the stamp printed thereon, and constituting
a part thereof, letters may be so sent, provided the envelope is duly
sealed, directed, and addressed, and the date or receipt or transmis-
sion of such letter written or stamped thereon. The use of such en-
velope more than once, subjects the offender to a fine of fifty dollars.

J1 letter or ordinary envelope with a postage stamp put on by the
writer, cannot go out of the mail (except by private hand,) for tho
reason that the law confines the matter entirely to the envelopes fur-
nished by the Department. Were the privilege extended to the other
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kind of stamps, there being no way to cancel them, by their re-use,
extensive frauds upon the revenue would be the result.

A singular notion seems long to have prevailed that it is no viola-
tion of law to send an unsealed letter outside of the mail. This makes

no difference whatever. Even if the paper written upon is not folded,
it is a letter.

Where bundles of newspapers are sent in the mail to “ clubs,”
without the names of the subscribers upon the papers, the postmaster
is under no official obligation to address them. Still the Department
enjoins a spirit of courtesy and accommodation towards publishers
and the public, in all such matters.

A person receiving a letter from the post-office by mistake, or find-
ing one in the street or elsewhere, can under no pretence designedly
break the seal without subjecting himself to a severe penalty.

A printed business card or the name of the sender, placed upon the
outside of acircular, subjects it to double postage; and for any
writing, except the address, letter postage is charged.

The folloning are among the established rules and regula
tions of the Department founded upon existing statutes of
Congress —

Only the dead letters containing enclosures of value, are required
by law to be preserved and returned to their owners ; but if the writer
of aletter not containing an enclosure of value desires to have his letter
preserved, it will be done if he pre-pay the letter and mark the words
“ to be preserved,” in large characters, on the sealed side. Upon the
return of his letter he will be required to pay the postage from Wash-
ington.

The masters of steamboats under contract with the Department,
will deliver into the post-offices (or to the route or local agent of the
Department, if there be any,) at the places at which they arrive, all

letters received by them, or by any person employed on their boats,
at any point along the route.

Masters or managers of all other steamboats, are required by law,
under a penalty of thirty dollars, to deliver all letters brought by
them, or within their care or power, addressed to, or destined for,
the places at which they arrive, to the post masters at such places:
except letters relating to some part of the cargo and left unsealed. All
letters not addressed to persons to whom the cargo, or any part of it,
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is consigned, nre therefore to be delivered into the post office, to be
charged with postage.

Kvery master of a vessel from a foreign port is bound, immediately
on his arrival at a port, and before he can report, make entry, or
break bulk, under a penalty not to exceed $ 100, to deliver into the
post-office all letters brought in his vessel, directed to any person in
the United States, or the Territories thereof, which are under his caro
or within bis power, except such letters as relate to the cargo or some
part thereof.

Stage coaches, railroad cars, steamboats, packetboats, and all other
vehicles or vessels performing regular trips at stated periods, on a
post route between two or more cities, towns, or places, from one to
the other, on which the United States mail is regularly conveyed under
the authority of the Post-Office Department, are prohibited from
transporting or ccuveying, otherwise than in the mail, any letter,
packet, or packets of letters, (except those sealed and addressed and
prepaid by stamped envelopes, of suitable denominations,) or other
mailable matter whatsoever, except such os may have relation to some
part of the cargo of such steamboat, packetboat, or other vessel, or
to some article at the same time conveyed by such stage, railroad car,
or some vehicle, and excepting also, newspapers, pamphlets, maga-
zines, and periodicals.

A newspaper, pamphlet, circular, or other printed sheet, if in a
wrapper, should be so folded and wrapped that its character can he
readily determined ; and so that any prohibited writing, marks, or
signs upon it may easily be detected. If closely enveloped and sealed
it is chargeable with letter postage.

No post master or other privileged person can authorize his assistant,
clerk, or any other person to write his name for the purpose of frank-
ing any letter, public or private.

The personal privilege of franking travels with the person possessing
it, and can be exercised in but one place at the same time.

No post master or privileged person can leave his frank behind him
upon envelopes to cover his correspondence in his absence.

Money and other valuable things, sent in the mail, ore at the risk
of the owner. But, if they be lost, the Department will make every
effort in its power to discover the cause, and, if there has been a theft,
to punish the offender.

Letters can be registered on the payment of the registry fee of five
cents for each letter.

Post masters, assistants, and clerks, regularly employed and
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engaged in post-offices, and also post riders and drivers of mail stages,
are by law exempt from military duty and serving on juries, and from
any fine or penalty for neglect thereof.—Act of 1825, sec. 35; Act of
1836, sec. 34.

A post master will suffer no person whatever, except his duly sworn
assistants, or clerks and letter carriers, who may also have been
sworn, to have access to the letters, newspapers, and packets in his
office, or whatever constitutes a part of the mail, or to the mail locks
or keys.

If no special order upon the subject has been made in regard to his
office, a post master is allowed seven minutes only to change the mail.

If the mail be carried in a stage, coach, or sulky, it will be the
duty of the driver to deliver it as near the door of the post-office as
he can come with his vehicle, but not to leave his horses, and he
should not be permitted to throw the mail on the ground.

Post masters will not suffer newspapers to be read in their offices
by persons to whom they are not addressed ; nor to be lent out in any
case, without permission of the owners.

If newspapers are not taken out of the office by the person to whom
they are addressed, the post master will give immediate notice to the
publishers, and of the cause thereof if known.

Packets of every description, weighing more than four pouuds, arc
to be excluded, except public documents, printed by order of either
House of Congress, or such publications or books as bave been or may
be published, procured, or purchased, by order of either House of
Congress, or joint resolution of the two Houses, and legally franked.

Newspapers and periodicals to foreign countries (particularly to
the continent of Europe) must be sent in narrow bands, open at the
sides or end ; otherwise they are chargeable there with letter postage.

Drop and box letters, circulars, free packets containing printed
documents, speeches, or other printed matter, are not to be advertised.

If newspapers are carried out of the moil for sale or distribution,
post masters are not bound to receive and deliver them. Pamphlets
and magazines for immediate distribution to subscribers cannot be so
carried without a violation of the law of Congress.

The great mails are to he closed at all distributing offices not more
than one hour before the time fixed for their departure ; and all other
mails at those offices, and all mails at all other offices, not more than
half an hour before that time, unless the departure is between 9 o'clock,
r. m, and 5, n. M., in which case the mail is to be closed at 9, p. »t
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Postage stamps and stumped envelopes, may be used in pre-pay-
ment of postage on letters to foreign countries, in all cases where
such pre-payment can be made in money.

A letter bearing a stamp, cut or separated from a stamped envelope,
cannot be sent through the mail as a pre-paid letter. Stamps so cut
or separated from stamped envelopes lose their legal value.

It is expected that a disposition to accommodate will prompt a
post master to search for and deliver a letter, on the application of a
person who caDnot call during the usual office hours.

No person can hold the office of post master, who is not an actual
resident of the city or town wherein the post-office is situated, or
within the delivery of the office.—Sec. 30 of Act of 1836.

Letter postage is to be charged on all hand-bills, circulars, or other
printed matter which shall contain any manuscript writing whatever.

When the mail stops over night where there is a post-office, it must
be kept in the office.

Any person wishing a letter mailed direct, and not to he remailed
at a distributing office, can have his directions followed by writing
the words “ mail direct” upon the letter.

The use of canvas bags of any kind, for any other purposes than
the conveyance of mail matter, subjects every person so offending, to
all the penalties provided in the 4th section of the Act of 1852. Con-
tractors, mail carriers, and others in the service of the Department,
are by no means free from censure in this respect, and increased
vigilance in the detection of such practices, and the prompt and indis-
criminate punishment of the offenders, have recently been enjoined by
the Post Master General.

Some of the laws are often violated by persons not connected
with the post-office, and it is proper, therefore, that all classes
should be made acquainted with the penalties which attach to
such offences. For this reason the following extracts from
the laws are here inserted :(—

Act of 1825.

Sec. 9. And be il further enacted, That if any person shall, know-
ingly and wilfully, obstruct or retard the passage of the mail, or of
any driver or carrier, or of any horse or carriage, carrying the same,
he shall, upon conviction for every such offence, pay a fine not exceed-
ing one hundred dollars; and if any ferryman shall, by wilful negli-
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gence, or refusal to transport the mail across any ferry, delay the
Bawle, lie shall forfeit and pay, for every ten minutes that the same
shall be eo delayed, a sum not exceeding ten dollars.

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That if any person employed in
any of the departments of the post-office establishment, shall unlaw-
fully detain, delay, or open any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters,
with which he shall be intrusted, or which shall have come to his
possession, and which are intended to be conveyed by post; or, if any
such person shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy any letter or packet
intrusted to such person as aforesaid, and which shall not contain any
security for, or assurance relating to money, as hereinafter described,
every such offender, being thereof duly convicted, shall, for every
such offence, be fined, not exceeding three hundred dollars, or impri-
soned, not exceeding six months, or both, according to the circumstances
and aggravation of the offence. And if any person, employed as
aforesaid, shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy any letter, packet, bag,
or mail of letters, with which he or she shall be intrusted, or which
shall have come to his or hei possession, and are intended to be con-
veyed by post, containing any bank-note or bank post bill, bill of ex-
change, warrant of the Treasury of the United States, note of assign-
ment of stock in the funds, letters of attorney for receiving annuities
or dividends, or for selling stock in the funds, or for receiving the
interest thereof, or any letter of credit, or note for, or relating to,
payment of moneys, or any bond, or warrant, draft, bill, or promis-
sory note, covenant, contract, or agreement whatsoever, for, or relating
to, the payment of money, on the delivery of any article of value, or
the performance of any act, matter, or thing, or any receipt, release,
acquittance, or discharge of, or from, any debt, covenant, or demand,
or any part thereof, or any copy of any record of any judgment or
decree in any court of law, or chancery, or any execution which may
have issued thereon, or any copy of any other record, or any other
article of value, or any writing representing the same ; or if any such
person employed as aforesaid, shall steal, or take, any of the same out
of any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters, that shall come to his or
her possession, such person shall, on conviction for any such offence,
be imprisoned not less than ten years, nor exceeding twenty-one
years ; and if any person who shall have taken charge of the mails of
the United States, shall quit or desert the same before Buch person
delivers it into the post-office kept at the termination of the route, or
some known mail carrier, or agent of the General Post-Office, autho-
rized to receive the same, every such person, so offending, shall for-
feit and pav a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars for every such

36
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offence ; and if any person concerned in carrying the mail of the
United States, shall collect, receive, or carry any letter, or packet, or
shall cause or procure the same to be done, contrary to this act, every
euch offender shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, a sum not
exceeding fifty dollars.

Sec.22. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall rob any
carrier of the mail of the United States, or other person intrusted
therewith, of such mail, or of part thereof, such offender or offenders
shall, on conviction, be imprisoned not less than five years, nor ex-
ceeding ten years; and, if convicted a second time of a like offence,
he or they shall suffer death ; or, if, in effecting such robbery of the
mail, the first time, the offender shall wound the person having cus-
tody thereof, or put his life in jeopardy, by the use of dangerous
weapons, such offender or offenders shall suffer death. And if any
person shall attempt to rob the mail of the United States, by assault-
ing the person having custody thereof, shooting at him or his horse or
mule, or threatening him with dangerous weapons, and the robbery is
not effected, every such offender, on conviction thereof, shall be
punished by imprisonment, not less than two years nor exceeding ten
years. And, if any person shall steal the mail, or shall steal or take
from, or out of, agy mail, or from, or out of any post-office, any
letter or packet; or, if any person shall take the mail, or any letter
or packet therefrom, or from any post-office, whether with or without
the consent of the person having custody thereof, and shall open, em-
bezzle, or destroy any such mail, letter, or packet, the same contain-
ing any article of value, or evidence of any debt, due, demand, right,
or claim, or any release, receipt, acquittance, or discharge, or any
other article, paper, or thing, mentioned and described in the twenty-
first section of this act; or, if any person shall, by fraud or deception,
obtain from any person having custody thereof, any mail, letter, or
packet, containing any article of value, or evidence thereof, or cither
of the writings referred to, or next above-mentioned, such offender or
offenders, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned, not less than
two, nor exceeding ten years. And, if any person shall take any
letter or packet, not containing any article of value, nor evidence
thereof, out of a post-office, or shall open any letter, or packet, which
shall have been in a post-office, or in custody of a mail carrier, before
it shall have been delivered to the person to whom it is directed, with
a design to obstruct the correspondence, to pry into another’s busi-
ness or secrets; or shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy any such mail,
letter, or packet, such offender, upon conviction, shall pay, for every
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such offence, ft sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, and be impri-
soned not exceeding twelve months.

sec.23. And ke itfurther enacted, That, if any person shall rip, cut,
tear, burn, or otherwise injure, any valise, portmanteau, or other bag,
used, or designed to be used, by any person acting under the author-
ity of the Post Master General, or any person in whom his powers
are vested, in a conveyance of any mail, letter, packet, or newspaper,
or pamphlet, or shall draw or break any staple, or loosen any part of
any lock, chain, or strap, attached to, or belonging to any such valise,
portmanteau, or bag, with an intent to rob, or steal any mail, letter,
packet, newspaper, or pamphlet, or to render either of the some inse-
cure, every such offender, upon conviction, shall, for every such
offence, pay a sum not less than one hundred dollars, nor exceeding five
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not less than one year, nor exceed-
ing three years, at the discretion of the court before whom such con-
viction is had.

sec.24. And he it further enacted, That every person, who, from
and after the passage of this act, shall procure, and advise, or assist,
in the doing or perpetration of any of the acts or crimes by this act
forbidden, shall be subject to the same penalties and punishments as
the persons are subject to, who shall actually do or perpetrate any of
the said acts or crimes, according to the provisions of this act.

sec.45. And be it further enacted. That if any person shall buy,
receive, or conceal, or aid in buying, receiving, or concealing, any
article mentioned in the twenty-first section of this act, knowing the
same to have been stolen or embezzled from the mail of the United
States, or out of any post-office, or from any person having the cus-
tody of the said mail, or the letters sent or to be sent therein; or if
any person shall be accessory after the fact to any robbery of the car-
rier of the mail of the United States, or other person intrusted there-
with, of such mail, or of part thereof, every person, so offending, shall,
on conviction thereof, pay a fine not exceeding two thousand dolinrs,
and be imprisoned and confined to hard labor for any time not exceed-
ing ten years. And such person or persons, so offending, may be
tried and convicted without the principal offender being first tried,
provided such principal offender has fled from justice, or cannot be
found to be put on his trial.

Act of 1s36.

sec.3s. And be it further enacted. That if any person shall be
accessory after the fact, to the offence of stealing or taking the ninil
of the United States, or of stealing or taking any letter or packet, or
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enclosure in any letter or packet sent or to be sent in the mail of the
United States, from any post-office in the United States, or from the
mail of the United States, by any person or persons whatever, every
person so offending as accessory, shall, on conviction thereof, pay a
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and be imprisoned for a term
nut exceeding five years; and such accessory after the fact may be
tried, convicted, and punished in the district in which his offence was
committed, though the principal offence may have been committed in
another district, and before the trial, of the principal offender: Pro-
vided, such principal offender has lied from justice, or cannot be
arrested to be put upon his trial.

See. 28, Act of 1825.

* * * And if any person shall counterfeit the hand-writing or frank
of any person, or cause the same to be done, in order to avoid the
payment of postage, each person, so offending, shall pay, for every
such offence, five hundred dollars.

See. 5, Act of 1845.

And ke it further enacted, That if any person or persons shall forge
or counterfeit, or shall utter or use knowingly, any counterfeit stamp
of the Post-Office Department of the United States issued by author-
ity of this act or by any other act of Congress, within the United
States, or the post-office stamp of any foreign Government, he shall
be adjudged guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereof in any court
having jurisdiction of the same, shall undergo a confinement at hard
labor for any length of time not less than two years, nor more than
ten, at the discretion of the court.

Sec. 11, Act of 1847.

* * * And any person who shall falsely and fraudulently make,
utter, or forge any postage stamp with the intent to defraud the Post-
Office Department, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction
shall be subject to the same punishment as is provided in the twenty-
first section of the act approved the third day of Alarci), eighteen
hundred and twenty-five, entitled “ An act to reduce into one the
several acts establishing and regulating the Post-Office Department.”

Act of 1851.

Sec.3. * * * And any person who shall forge or counterfeit any
postage stamp provided or furnished under the provisions of this or
any former act, whether the same are impressed or priuted on or



POST-OFFICE LAWS. 425

attached to envelopes or not, or any die, plate, or engraving therefor,
or shall make or print, or knowingly use or sell, or have in his posses-
sion with intent to use or sell, any such false, forged, or counterfeited
die, plate, engraving, or postage stamp, or who shall make or print,
or authorize or procure to be made or printed, any postage stamps of
the kind provided and furnished by the Post Master General as afore-
said, without the especial authority and direction of the Post-Office
Department, or who, after such postage stamps have been printed,
shall, with intent to defraud the revenues of the Post-Office Depart-
ment, deliver aDy postage stamps to any person or persons other than
such as shall be authorized to receive the same, by an instrument of
writing duly executed under the hand of the Post Master General,
and the seal of the Post-Office Department, shall, on conviction thereof,
be deemed guilty of felony, and be punished by a fine not exceeding
five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five years, or
by both such fine and imprisonment.

Sue. 4. * * * And if any person shall use or attempt to use in pre-
payment of postage, any postage stamp which shall have been before
used for like purposes, such person shall be subject to a penalty
of fifty dollars for every such offence, to be recovered in the name of
the United States, in any court of competent jurisdiction.

Sec. 30, Act of 1825.

* * * |f any person employed in any department of the post-office,
shall improperly detain, delay, embezzle, or destroy, any newspaper,
or shall permit any other person to do the like, or shall open, or per-
mit any other to open, any mail, or packet, of newspapers, not directed
to the office where he is employed, such offender shall, on conviction
thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, for every such
offence. And if any person shall open any mail or packet of news-
papers, or shall embezzle or destroy the same, not being directed to
such person, or not being authorized to receive or open the same,
such offender shall, on conviction thereof, pay a sum not exceeding
twenty dollars for every such offence. And if any person shall take,
or steal, any packet, bag, or mail of newspapers, from, or out of any
post-office, or from any person having custody thereof, such person
shall, on conviction, be imprisoned, not exceeding three months, for
every such offence, to be kept at hard labor during the period of such
imprisonment. If any person shall enclose or conceal a letter, or
other thing, or any memorandum in writing, in a newspaper, pamphlet,
or magazine, or in any package of newspnpers, pamphlets, or maga-

zines, or make any writing or memorandum thereon, which he shall
*
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have delivered into any post-office, or to any person for that purpose,
in order that the same may be carried by post, free of letter postage,
he shall forfeit the sum of five dollars for every such offence.

Act of 1845.

Sec. 9. And be itfurther enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any
person or persons to establish any private express or expresses for tho
conveyance, nor in any manner to cause to be conveyed, or provide
for the conveyance or transportation, by regular trips, or at stated
periods or intervals, from one city, town, or other place, to any other
city, town, or place, in the United States, between and from and to
which cities, towns, or other places, the United States mail is regularly
transported, under the authority of the Post-Office Department, of
any letters, packets, or packages of letters, or other matter properly
transmittable in the United States mail, except newspapers, pamphlets,
magasines, and periodicals ; and each and every person offending
against this provision, or aiding and assisting therein, or acting as
such private express, shall, for each time any letter or letters, packet
or packages, or other matter properly transmittable by mail, except
newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, shall or may be,
by him, her, or them, or through his, her, or their means or instru-
mentality, in whole or in part, conveyed or transported contrary to
the true intent, spirit, and meaning of this section, forfeit and pay
the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for
any stage coach, railroad car, steambont, packetboat, or other vehicle
or vessel, nor any of the owners, managers, servants, or crews of
cither, which regularly perform trips at stated periods on a post route,
or between two or more cities, towns, or other places, from one to tho
other of which the United States mail is regularly conveyed under tho
authority of the Post-Office Department, to transport or convey,
otherwise than in the mail, any letter or letters, packet or packages
of letters, or other mailable matter whatsoever, except such as may
have relation to some part of the cargo of such steamboat, packet-
boat, or other vessel, or to some article at the same time conveyed
by the same stage coach, railroad car, or other vehicle, and excepting
also, newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals; and for
every such offence, the owner or owners of the stage coach, railroad
car, steamboat, packetboat, or other vehicle or vessel, shall forfeit
and pay the sum of one hundred dollars; and the driver, captain,
conductor, or person having charge of any such stage coach, railroad
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car, steamboat, pnckctboat, or other vehicle or vessel, at the time of
the commission of any such offence, and who shall not at that time be
the owner thereof, in whole or in part, shall, in like manner, forfeit
and pay, in every such case of offence, the sum of fifty dollars.

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the owner or owners of
every stage coach, railroad car, steamboat, or other vehicle or vessel,
which shall, with the knowledge of any owner or owners, in whole or
in part, or with the knowledge or connivance of the driver, conductor,
captain, or other person having charge of any such stage coach, rail-
road car, steamboat, or other vessel or vehicle, convey or transport
any person or persons acting or employed as a private express for
the conveyance of letters, packets, or packages of letters, or other
mailable matter, and actually in possession of such mailable matter,
for the purpose of transportation, contrary to the spirit, true intent,
and meaning of the preceding sections of this law, shall be subject to
the like fines and penalties as are hereinbefore provided and directed
in the case of persons acting as such private expresses, and of persons
employing the same ; but nothing in this act contained shall be con-
strued to prohibit the conveyance or transmission of letters, packets,
or packages, or other matter, to any part of the United States, by
privato hands, no compensation being tendered or received therefor
in any way, or by a special messenger employed only for the single
particular occasion.

Sec. 12. And be itfurther enacted, That all persons whatsoever who
shall, after the passage of this act, transmit by any private express,
or other means by this act declared to be unlawful, any letter or
letters, package or packages, or other mailable matter, excepting
newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, or who shall place
or cause to be deposited at any appointed place, for the purpose of
being transported by such unlawful means, any matter or thing pro-
perly transmittable by mail, excepting newspapers, pamphlets, maga-
zines, and periodicals, or who shall deliver any such matter, excepting
newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, for transmission
to any agent or agents of such unlawful expresses, shall, for each
and every offence, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars.

[The 8th section of the Act of August 31,1852, provides that letters
enclosed in “ Government Envelopes,” so called, having the stamp
printed thereon, may be conveyed out of the mail. Provided, That
the said envelope shall be duly sealed, or otherwise firmly and securely
closed, so that such letter cannot be taken therefrom without tearing
or destroying such envelope ; and the same duly directed and addressed,
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and the date of such tetter, or the receipt or transmission thereof, to
be written or stamped, or otherwise appear on such envelope.]

* * * “ And if any person shall use, or attempt to use, for the con-
veyance of any letter, or other mailable matter or thing, over any
post-road of the United States, either by mail or otherwise, any such
stamped letter envelope which has been before used for a like purpose,
such person shall be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars, to be re-
covered, in the name of the United States, in any court having com-
petent jurisdiction.”— Sec. 8, Act of 1853.

[Newspapers for subscribers may go in or out of the mail ; but
pamphlets, magazines, &c., if intended to supply regular subscribers,
must go in the mail.— Act of 1847 ]

Act of 1847-

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all moneys taken from the
mails of the United States by robbery, theft, or otherwise, which have
come or may hereafter come into the possession or custody of any of
the agents of the Post-Office Department, or any other officers of the
United States, or any other person or persons whatever, shall be paid
to the order of the Post Master General, to be kept by him as other
moneys of the Post-Office Department, to and for the use and benefit
of the rightful owner, to be paid whenever satisfactory proof thereof
shall be made ; and upon the failure of any person in the employment
of the United States to pay over such moneys when demanded, the
person so refusing shall be subject to the penalties prescribed by law
against defaulting officers.

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful to
deposit in any post-office, to be conveyed in the mail, two or more
letters directed to different persons enclosed in the same envelope or
packet ; and every person so offending shall forfeit the sura of ten
dollars, to be recovered by action qui tam, one half for the use of the
informer, and the other half for the use of the Post-Office Depart-
ment : Provided, That this prohibition shall not apply to any letter or
packet directed to any foreign country.

Act of 1852.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall steal,
purloin, embezzle, or obtain by any false pretence, or shall aid or
assist in stealing, purloining, embezzling, or obtaining by any false
pretence, or shall knowingly and unlawfully make, forge, or counter-
feit, or cause to be unlawfully made, forged, or counterfeited, or
knowingly aid or assist in falsely and unlawfully making, forging, or
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counterfeiting any key suited to any lock which has been or shall be
adopted for use by the Post-Office Department of the United Statos,
and which shall be in use on any of the mails or mail bags of the said
Post-Office Department, or shall have in his possession any such mail
key or any such mail lock, with the intent unlawfully or improperly
to use, sell, or otherwise dispose of the same, or cause the same to be
unlawfully or improperly used, sold or otherwise disposed of, or who
being employed in the manufacture of the locks or keys for the use
of the said Post-Office Department, whether as contractor or other-
wise, shall deliver or cause to be delivered any finished or unfinished
key or lock used or designed by the said Post-Office Department, or
the interior part of any such mail lock, to any person not duly
authorized under the hand of the Post Master General of the United
States and the seal of the said Post-Office Department to receive the
same, (unless such person so receiving the same shall be the contractor
for furnishing such locks and keys, or engaged in the manufacture
thereof in the manner authorized by the contract, or the agent for
such manufacturer,) such person so offending shall be deemed guilty
of felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned for a period
not exceeding ten years.

Sec.4. And be itfurther enacted, That if any person shall steal, pur-
loin or embezzle any mail bags in use by or belonging to the Post-Office
Department of the United States, or any other property in use by or
belonging to the said Post-Office Department, or shall, for any lucre,
gain, or convenience, appropriate any such property to his own, or
any other than its proper use, or for any lucre or gain shall convey
away any such property to the hindrance or detriment of the public
service of the United States, the person so offending, his counsellors,
aiders, and abettors, (knowing of and privy to any offence aforesaid,)
shall, on conviction thereof, if the value of such property shall exceed
twenty-five dollars, be deemed guilty of felony, and shall be imprisoned
for a period not exceeding throe years ; or if the value of such prop-
erty shall be less than twenty-five dollars, shall be imprisoned not
more than one year, or be fined not less than ten dollars, nor more
than two hundred dollars, for every such offence.

Act of 1855.

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for
any post master or other person to sell any postage stamp or stamped
envelope for any larger sum than that indicated upon the face of such
postage stamp or for a larger sum than that charged therefor by the
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Post-Office Department; and any person who shall violate this
provision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and,.on conviction
thereof, shall be fined in any sum not less than ten nor more than five
hundred dollars. This act to take effect and be in force from and
after the commencement of the next fiscal quarter after its passage.
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to
alter the laws in relation to the franking privilege.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the greater security of
valuable letters posted for transmission in the mails of the United
States, the Post Master General be and hereby is authorized to establish
a uniform plan for the registration of such letters on application of
parties posting the same, and to require the pre-payment of the
postage, as well as a registration fee of five cents on every such letter
or packet to be accounted for by post masters receiving the same in
such manner as the Post Master General shall direct : Provided however,
That such registration shall not be compulsory; and it shall not
render the Post-Office Department or its revenue liable for the loss
of such letters or packets or the contents thereof.
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IMPROVED LETTER CASE.

The delivery of letters can be greatly facilitated by means of a very
simple improvement in the letter case for the a« general delivery,”
mwhich has already been adopted to some extent, with the most satis-
factory results.

In the 'early history of post-offices, thé old-fashioned letter case
divided off in alphabetical order, or by vowels, answered a tolerable
purpose, and so it would now in very small offices,—but as population
increased, and fifty or more letters had to be overhauled before the
applicant could receive an answer, some relief both for post masters
and the public became absolutely indispensable, and various trifling
changes and improvements were adopted—but none of them were
found to be “ up to the times,” till the introduction of the labor and
time saving invention called the “ Square of the Alphabet.” It is
believed to have been originally planned and adopted in the post-office

(431)
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81 Providence, R. I. Since then, the dimensions of the case and the
arrangement of the boxes have been varied to suit the amount of
business in the comparatively small number of offices that have intro-
duced it. But the size and plan exhibited in the prefixed diagram, is
believed to be the most convenient and simple, and well suited to
places varying in population, from five thousand to fifty thousand.

The practical advantage is, that by the division of the letters when
placed in the pigeon holes, at least four applications can be correctly
answered, where one can be under the old plan of crowding a large
number of letters together. And where this improved case occupies
a position opposite the “ general delivery” window, many individuate
soon learn the location of the box where their letters should be, and
in case it is empty, inquiry becomes unnecessary.

The rows of letters of the alphabet running horizontally, from left
to right, represent the surname, and are several times repeated for
convenience, and as an aid to the eye in tracing given initials; while
the perpendicular rows of letters stand for the Christian name, and
are used doubly, to reduce the size of the case. AVhere it is neces-
Bary, however, the Christian initials can also be placed singly, by
enlarging the case, or making it in two sections, using only half of
the alphabet for each, placing the two sections in an angular form,
or backing one against the other, and putting the entire frame on an
upright shaft turning upon a pivot at top and bottom, near the general
delivery, so as to admit of turning the case, as the locality of the
initials inquired for may require.

The plan for exumple works thus :(—John Jones calls for a letter.
The person in attendance glances at the J. on the horizontal line,
and then runs the eye to the range of the J. on the perpendicular
line, and that is the box in which Jones’ letter ought to be. One for
Isaac Jones would be in the same place, in a case constructed after
the above arrangement.

Its dimensions are as follows:—

Size of the entire case, 5 feet 1J inches, by 4 feet 2J inches.

Size of pigeon holes or letter boxes, by2j- inches.

Thickness of outside of case and lettered shelves, £ of an inch.

Intermediate shelves, Jinch thick.

Upright partitions of boxes, J inch thick—partitions cut out con-
cave in front.

The legs or supports of the case should be about 2 feet in length,
and “ white wood” is considered the best material for the entire case.

Paint can be used for the lettering, or letters printed upon paper,
and pasted on separately, will answer the purpose.

THE END.






