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Jamaica Lewis Ashenheim Cover. 

On the outbreak of hostilities with Germany in August 1914 and the invasion of Belgium by the German 
Army, the European Allies tapped into the 'patriotic fervour' of the Caribbean people by encou.raging the 
production of patriotic labels in several British West Indies islands to raise funds for the Red Cross and other 
charitable war projects. Examples of these labels are shown in this display. 

The Governors in Trinidad and Tobago and in Jamaica authorised letters relating to the charitable businesses of 
Trinidad Red Cross Society and Jamaica Patriotic Stamp League, respectively, to be sent through the post free of 
charge in their respective colonies . The Postmaster-General in each of the two countries declared that envelopes 
to be used for free postage must be franked with the name of the charity and signed by an authorised person. 

On 18 September 1914 Trinidad Red Cross Society delivered about 900 letters to Port of Spain Post Office 
immediately after the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago had authorised free postage, but before the Trinidad 
Postmaster-General had issued his requirements for the implementation of the free postage facility. 
The Postmaster-General cancelled the Trinidad Red Cross Label on each envelope with a postmark 
to pr even t the lette r from being taxed . The cancella tion on the label passed. th.e letter th.ro.ugh the. post. 
{he Postmaster-General had 'almost unintentionally' created a half-penny postage stamp for one day only on 
18 Septernbt: r 191 . Th e lah d now a ppea·rs in s tamp atalo-gues as- a: posta:~ stamp. 

This e.xhihi t i ndudes.-example.s,.n o t only. .oLthe TrinJ.da.d"Red.G:Glss Label nm-v ,declue d .to b e a .p.ostage stamp , 
but also of a Jamaica Red Cross Label endorsed with the authorised frank of Lewis Ashenheim of Jamaica 
Patriotic Stamp League. Th e fran k , i.e . the sign ature of Le is Ashenheim and the typed charity n am e, aided 
and abetted by a Kingston, Jamaica postmark over the label, has passed the letter through the post. Has Mr. 
Ashenh eim 'almost unin tentionally ' created a pos tage s tam p '? 

No Govern or in an y other Bri tish West Indies island au thorised free p ostage and therefore n o case can b e 
made for any other British West Indies Patriotic Label to be regarded as a postage stamp. 
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The Trinidad Charity Appeal Mail 

These covers are two of approximately nine hundred envelopes which contained circular letters) 50 

being typewritten in purple ink and the remainder being addressed in the handwriting of Mrs. E. M. 

Phillips, the Treasurer of Trinidad Red Cross Society, where the Trinidad Red Cross Label was 

cancelled by 18th September 1914 postmark and date stamps. The label was later declared to be a 

halfpenny red postage stamp for this one day only. 
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To the *anager , 

La Gal era Eatate, 

Sav. Grande & Moruga Ward. 

Most surviving covers were undelivered and returned to Trinidad Red Cross Society. 
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The circular letter containing the charity appeal. 

P ort-oj'-8pain, 

11th Septentber, 1914. 

Sir, 

At et Public meeting held on SeptembeT 4th, a Committee was fanned to 
'raise f1m ds for the R ed C1·o8s A ssociation in London. The money is to be collected 
by the women of TTinidad and Toba,qo ctnd their aim is to reach every man, woman 
and child in the islands and give them an (Jppor fnnity of doin.c; t li ei1· shar·e, lwwevu 
small, for the 1·el'iej of' the sick and wou nded soldiers and sailors who have been fight ­
ing so gallantly fo'r ow· P'rotection and liberty. The. ·fl 'ivill include not unly the 
British bnt ou1· F?"ench and B elqian Allies as well as ou,r East Iu d ian t1·oops iu 
whom the East Inclinns on the estate will ha ve a very szJecial interest. 

'I'he Committee will be glad il you. will do yuw· best to interest the employees 
on yow· estate tu cont,ribute a small sum-fn nu n cent u.pwa1·ds- eve1·y nwnth 'While 

the war last3 . 

A l-ist of the ilisb·icts tu wlrich a n. e111ber ol the Committee has been appoint­
ed is given below, but in the event ul there being no one in youT district, the (Jommittee 
will be obliged i f you will help tlt cm, by suggesting S'.J me respsonsible person, prefe1·ably 
a woman, who will undertake it. L ists hare been printed for the pU?·pose and can 
be had f'mm the lady ol the district o1· f1·om M1·s. BuTslem, Queen's R oyal College, 
P01·t·oj-S pain. 

Diego Martin 
Santa Cruz 
St. Joseph 

Maracas 
Caroni 
Tuna puna. 
Tacarigua 
Dabadie 
A rima 

You1·s fa i thful!y, 

M. E. BURSLEJL ( lviTs.) ) 
~ Jm:nt Sec?'etaries 

J. 1. BLACICWOOlJ WRIGHT (.Mn.) ) 

Mrs. E . M. Ln zare, Sangre Grande Mrs. Lickfold and 
Mrs. A. V. Stollmeyer, Mrs. Andrew Maingot, 
Mrs. Smart and Chaguanas Mrs. Paul de Verteuil , 
Mrs. Francis Gransaull , Couva Mrs. Arbuckle, 
Mrs. F . E. Scott, San Fernando Mrs. J:'erez, 
Mrs. Kay, Princes Town Mrs. Jardine, 
Mrs. Thornton Warner, Montserrat Mrs. Carl de Verteuil, 
Mr~ . Greig, Cedros Miss Rowbottom, 
Mrs. Cleaver, Blanchisseuse Mrs. David Hochoy, 
Mrs. A. H. Grey, Toco Mrs. O'Halloran. 
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Authorised postal use of the Trinidad Red Cross Label other than as a postage stamp. 

"On the subject of allowing the correspondence of the Red Cross Society to be forwarded by post 

free of charge within the Colony .... ! see no objection to such a course provided that the letters in 

addition to bearing the Red Cross stamp are duly franked by .... someone appointed by the 

Committee to frank such letters .... but on no account must this label be obliterated again." Clarence 

Ross, Postmaster General, in his letter dated 181
h September 1914 to Governor of Trinidad & Tobago. 

~~ ~ fO>u_ct 
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An official post free letter with a label obliterated contrary to the Postmaster General's instructions. 
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The Grenada Red Cross Labels I • 

In September 1914 Grenada issued a "ONE FRACTION" patriotic label to support the Red Cross in 

similar format to the Trinidad Red Cross Label -note the perforations at the top of this sheet. 
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In this sheet of ten labels, the top four labels mirror the bottom four labels. The missing top two 

labels (which probably were mirror images of the two middle labels on this sheet) were probably 

detached after printing and destroyed. Grenada Red Cross Labels were only ever issued in blocks of 

ten labels. 
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The Grenada Red Cross Labels .. 
Sheets of ten of the 1915 second issue (perf. roulette 6 on paper without a watermark) and of the 

1918 fourth issue of the Grenada Red Cross Labels (perf. 11 on paper watermarked with lines) are \ 

shown. Note that on both sheets the denomination "ONE FARTHING" replaces "ONE FRACTION" 

which appeared on the 1914 first issue. 
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Note that the 1918 fourth issue is printed tete beche and that the left hand strip of 5 labels which is 

offset (and warranting a double perforation down the middle of the sheet) mirrors the inverted right 

hand strip of 5 labels. 
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The Grenada Red Cross Labels 

All Grenada Red Cross Labels were used as patriotic and envelope sealing labels. Displayed is the 

reverse of a cover from Grenada to Switzerland with a first issue label sealing the envelope. 

/ 

.. .. . 
, ' 

Above is a third issue Grenada Red Cross Label sealing the reverse of a registered cover addressed to 

Baltimore USA and posted in Grenada on 191
h March 1917. 
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PATRIOTIC LABELS IN WORLD WAR ONE l ... • ! .. ' 
' . The Belgian Relief Fund Labels and the French Red Cross Label. + • 

In about October 1914, Barbados, and in October 1915, Grenada, issued Belgian Relief Fund Labels 

to support the "hundreds of thousands of Belgians- men, women and children .... .. ........ ...... refugees 

from their own country, homeless, penniless, maimed, sick, unemployed, starving." The central 

design of the Barbados Belgian Relief Fund Label shows the Belgian Coat of Arms with the motto 

"l'Union fait la force"- united we stand. ~ . . . . . . . 

The 1916-171d + 1d French Red Cross Charity Label was printed by De landre for the Red Cross 

Committee in Montserrat. 
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The central design of the Grenada Red Cross Label depicts the legion d'Honneur with the words 

"lie2e" and "leman". The Bel2ian General, leman, held up the German Army outside liege, which 

enabled the Allies to regroup. 



PATRIOTIC LABElS IN WORLD WAR ONE 

The Jamaica Red Cross Labels 

In November 1915 the "Jamaica War Stamp League" was founded, changing its name, in 1916, to the 

"Jamaica Patriotic Stamp League" when Jamaica issued its own war tax stamps. On 1' 1 December 

1915 this charity started to sell patriotic labels at one halfpenny each. The cover below shows the 

first issue patriotic label, affixed alongside postage stamps, and cancelled by a postmark. 

ANNOTTO BAY 
Jamaica 

No. 862 

The second issue patriotic label with the word "JAMAICA 

on sale on 22"d December 1915. 
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The Jamaica Red Cross Label 

G.A.Goubault ~a q; 
&·mott o Bq I 

SIAM & BALLAM 
COARSE AND FINE 

SALT, 

STRAW PAPER. 

ur-0ur WJaarf alor41 e:tc:eUeat ac-*tloD for bertbiD1 8team1r1 aDd SaUiDC V111el1. 
Aloapl4• ou be lea-wall S.Uhlc Vtaltllload ud Wlloallla comfort aDd ID quick d11pat~. 

KINC8TON 
Jamaica 

. 1 
-;. ..... ~~:· / 

"'I ':'·.'• ~·· / 

. ··''t." 

cover , and last, issue when the black surcharge "Half-penny" was added 

to the design of the label and first issued on 11th March 1916. 
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Varieties of the Jamaica Red Cross label 

A first issue patriotic label is hand stamped "LEST WE FORGET" in red sans serif type 2 mm. high in a 

horseshoe format (Fig.1). Another first issue patriotic label is cancelled by the personal hand stamp 

of the Governor of Jamaica, Sir W.H. Manning (Fig.2). 

Varieties of the black "JAMAICA" overprint on the third issue patriotic label are known including a 

double "JAMAICA" overprint (Fig.3), a broken "J" in "JAMAICA" (Fig.4), and a missing "A" in 

'
1JAMAICA" (Fig.S) . 

Above is a cover upon which is affixed an unrecorded patriotic label bearing a black "JAMAICA" 

overprint in italics fully tied with a light double ring cancellation date stamp of 24111 May 1916 



PATRIOTIC LABELS IN WORLD WAR ONE 

The Jamaica Red Cross labels 

A "War Stamp" booklet, with a blue-grey outer cover, containing twelve of the last issue patriotic 

labels was issued . Advertising space on the outer cover and in the booklet was sold. 

Above is a cover bearing all four patriotic labels together with examples of the Jamaica war stamp 

issues. The Governor of Jamaica authorised the patriotic labels, originally called war stamps, to be 

placed on sale at all post offices throughout the island, and the postmistresses, instructed to push 

their sale, had to account for them just as they did for postage stamps. 

• I 
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