9.//(?%’

THE KING GEORGE VI
COLLECTORS SOCIETY

NOTES ON A DISPLAY PRESENTED
BY MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY
ON THURSDAY 29TH JANUARY 1998
TO
THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON



THE KI NG GEORGE VI COLLECTORS SOCI ETY

- —— it ——— . —— " ————— i ————— O —— ———— o~ — o ——

The Society was founded in i960 by the |late Frank Saunders, wi t h

the aim to draw together all those interested in the stanps of the
reign of King George VI, so that they m ght pass on their know edge to
each other, record all that they knew for future generations, pur sue

joint studies of the stanps issued and so enlarge the philatelic
knowl edge for the benefit of all.

These ains hold good today with still a great deal of research
yet to be carried out. As the years have progressed, menbers have
expanded into the field of postal history for the period, where again
there is still nmuch to be discovered and recorded.

The nmenbership, starting with a hunble 15 people, now stands at
approximately 38 residing in 23 different countries.

NOTES ON A DI SPLAY PRESENTED BY MEMBERS OF THE SOC ETY
ON THURSDAY, 29th JANUARY 1998
to
THE ROYAL PHI LATELI C SOC ETY

| NTRODUCTI ON

As we approach the new millennium the philatelic student is still
very much affected by national and world events which took place
during the era that enbraced the reign of King George VI making this a
particularly interesting period.

It nmust have been a perplexing, and sonetines frustrating and
confusing time for those involved in stanp production for the GCrown
Col oni es. Portraits, photographs and artwork for both the coronation
and new definitive issues were well advanced when Ki ng Edward VI I 1 ab-
di cated in Decenber 1936. This |left the Crown Agents and the printers
just five nonths to prepare, print and despatch new designs to mark
the Coronation of King George VI on 12th May 1937. The renoteness of

some of the col onies served only by regular, if infrequent, sea mail,
only exacerbated the problens, which neverthel ess were successfully
over cone. It was a further mark of success that by March of the fol-

|l owing year the new definitive issues were on sale within the colo-
ni es.

The outbreak of war in Septenber 1939 brought further probl ens.
Not only did the printing firms lose their skilled workers but also
bonmb and fire damage took their toll. Sub-contractors were subsequent-
ly used for both printing and perforating. War-time shortages adverse-
ly affected the supplies of paper, pignents, ink and gum These fac-
tors brought about perforation and waternmark varieti es, changes of
paper and coatings, varying guns, plate flaws, re-entries, re-touches
and |l ocally overprinted issues. Even when peace canme it was not always
possible tomaintainquality and in a period of austerity, some of the
Crown Col oni es conti nued to use the sane definitive design to the end
of the reign. It was not until 1956 that the |ast King George VI
stanps were replaced by those of Queen Elizabeth 11.

In general terms the Dom nions and their associated territories
with their own domestic security printers were not affected as nuch as
in the United Kingdom, although shortages of materials and personnel
had to be overconme. The issues 01" the time have their share of shades
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and varieties but the complexities of production and delivery were not
so great.

Postal history has all the usual facets for study during the
reign - changing postal rates, different methods of transport, varying
routes (particularly those created by war), the development of air
routes, used abroad, types of cancellation, cachets, registered mail,
postal stationery, civil and mlitary censorship, forces mil and
ai rgraphs.

In conclusion, may | take this opportunity on behalf of our mem
bers, to thank the Royal Phil atelic Society for the opportunity to
di splay to them a selection of our material. W hope that having seen
our exhibits there may be those anongst you who would wish to join us
in our continuing search for information.

Brian J W Rogers
Chai r man
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SUMVARY OF FRAMES (1 - 52)

ERRORS, RARITIES & VAR ETIES (1 - 6) o o
Di spl ayed here are a selection of errors, rarities and varieties

issued during the reign of King George VI. The 54 sheets are arranged
by issuing "country" and include some 350 items from approximtely 35
different postal adm nistrations. In the case of some of these, there
may only be a single item this being the only one of interest [|isted
for that country. For others the selection may only be a part of the
unusual stanps known.

Anong the nore interesting items are included several nice GE
definitive errors, the 1951 Australia 7 Yd inperf 3 sides pair in
the top of the sheet block of 16, a wi de range of Bernuda Kkey plate
hi gh value flaws, scarce Japanese Occupation overprints of Brunei and
North Borneo, the Grenada 1938/50 2 [/2d perf 125 x 13.5, the India
Gandhi official overprint set, the Nauru 194S 2 |/2d inperf Dbetween
hori zont al pair, New Zealand 1936/61 1 1|/2d official perf 14 x 13.5
Sarawak 1947 3 cent green with albino overprint, Solonon Islands 1939-
51 2 |/2d pair inmperf horizontally, Somali land 1938 5 Rupee pair-
i mperf between and Southern Rhodesia 1937 1/- double print of frame in
a block of 4.

O her items include mgjor errors of watermark, perforation and
printing as well as a wide range of Iless obvious constant flaws, al |
of which are highlighted where not obvious.

COMMONVEALTH DI E & PLATE PROOFS (7 - 11)
A selection of Die and Plate Proofs from across the Conmmonweal th
that have cone onto the philatelic market over the years.
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MAJOR VARIETIES (12 -14) o _ _
A selection of major varieties fromthe King CGeorge VI period.

ERITISH HONDUEASZ (13 - _18)

Just @ne dsfinitive zeries was issued by this Colony throughout
the rzian of Hing George VI, mainly depicting its produce. Printed by
Bradbury, Wilkinson there are no wnow errors and only one variety.
During 1946 the Crown Agsnts placed an order for a single value, the 2
cent, to be printed. This was petr-forated 12 on a Line perforator as
compared toe ail other printings and values which utilised an 11.5 x 11
Comb oecforator,

Thiz displav details and shows the varioues printings for each of
the 12 wvalue=z issued, the yuantilties and despatch dates being taken
from  the Crown Agenls records. Gnly Lthe 94th printing of the 10 cent
v o evades identification, which is prcbably due to the skills

: Wiltinscr in tolour matching, In some  instances the
aears o e oot odds withy the despatch date. This is due
19247 roviards the Crown Agents retained a proportion of
far release (n London and this on occasion preceded the
for supplies 1o lhe Colony.

; momwmercially used sxamples of the lower
contaz2t and concludes with photographic
Le FRue designs for this issue. During the
ce by De La Rue to submit their essavys,
ved product, by this method.

sliahtly largser than the

GEENADA (1P
1o

The H

) Jmmnuae displayed hzre was the wotrk of three different
crintezrs bul was =lso unuscval in that it was first released with wmost
Aerncminatione up to the T4 baving Llwo different perforations. Various
=kzdez, perforatiors and papers are shown for the values to 5/-, with
marticular  note Lo the perf 12.60 of Seplember 1943 compared to  the
anre usweal 12,5,

The 10/~ value 15 interesting in that it was printed on both wet
2rd drw papers. The wet or "dempened” paper shrunk when dry, resulting
in the frame being aporodimatzly lmm narrower an width. There were 10
crintirgs of this value, the fourth of these being very scarce, mostly
relozsed v senuinely used coples are almostl  impossibie to
£ind,. the ore herz unfortunately bears a "Madame Joseph" forged  post-

e |
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Thz 1851 issue, thalt compleles this Colony, adopted the origa.nal
fieen Vicltoria firame decign for its low values.

GULE_AGENCIES (22 -_ 23

These next four frames depict the lling George VI s_amps of Great
Eritain "Overprinted a; i 3urcharged® for use i1 the British Fostal
Aaevcies  in Eastorn Arabia and thne Gulf. They start with the defini-
tive and commemcora’ ive issues, inciuding some of the wvarieties, and
ave  follocwed Ly Poztal History dlems showing Comwmercial, Cross  and
Thilatelic usage.



KENYA, UGANDA & TANGANYI KA (26 - 28) _ _

A study of the definitive issue of 1938-52 with perforation,
paper, and col our changes and illustrating various printings, as well
as the major varieties.

LEEWARD ISLANDS (29 - _30)

The +ine old Keyplate designs of three previous reigns were ohnly
continued by Leeward Islands and Mauritius for the low wvalues and
Bermuda, Leeward Islands and Nyasaland for the high valuez. Conse-
quently these isst s have given muth enjoyment to colilectors 1h the
scope for study of the head-plate over different celornies and values,
and of the dutvy plate over various prinitings.

For Leeward Islands the only real printer’s errourg otoeais oh “he
£1 wvalue from the Septenber 1951 printing, where due to w-fteedin.
into the printing press, une coaplete sheet of &0 stamps exist witn i

inverted watermari, e with a cideways waterme., . aad  Gne il an
sdditional albino impression uf the dul, ,liate,

Many of the flaus were | = 1o the oo Jiitions nder which printsag
continhued . ring Lthe war po iod and whelher the work produced  was

acceptat 12 to the avw' orities. These few pagegs can only higshilght  the
major flaws,

INYASAN _“YPE_LARGE FORMAT KEYPLATE. (212

Unfortunately +for i#ing George VI Keyplate collectors, the limited
demand in Nyasaland for high valuszs resuited in only one printing
being ordered and despatched in Movember /December 1937 for each of the
2/-, 2 /6, 10/~ and £1 values, plus two printings of the 3/- value -
the +irst in pMovember /December 1937 and the second in July 1943,
Undoubtedly, the change to pictorial Definitives in i945 was another
major factor.

The pbriginal 1937 printings were, of course, free from subseguent
damage to the Head Plate, which produced a number of constant posi-
tional flaws. These abound in other Colonies which utilised the large
format "Nyasa” type Kevyplate design.

Fortunately the second printing of the Nyasaland /-, issued in
March 1944 for Dealers only , has provided collectors with welcome
examples of certain unrepaired Head Flate flaws. This printing is also
in a most distinctive and attractive shade. With a taotal of only 141
sheets printed (8460 stamps), these flaws are extremely elusive and
therefore eagerly sought after by those who realise that some are much
rarer than their more expensive Bermuda cousins!

Unusually, for Dealers supplies, the 5/- second printing sheets
were humbered "1 up” (a practice generally reserved for supplies being
forwarded to the Colonies). MNumbering was normally in the upper right
corner margin above stamp no. 12 (Row 1/12), but some have been re-
corded above stamps nos. 3, 6 and 9. As with constant Head Flate
flaws, positional examples showing Sheet Serial Numbers, especially in
multiples, are now eagerly sought after.

Due to excessive waste, a further small reprint of the 10/- value
only was made in late 1937, in a noticeably different shade. This
urgent reprint was despatched to the Colony in January 1738 and, wilh
only 76 sheets (4560 stamps), this extremely scarce and desirable
stamp is missing from many collections.

This exhibit consists primarily of a selection of those constant
positional Head Flate flaws that occurred on the second printing of
the 5/~ value.



BOKLETS (32 _-_34)

This display is a snapshot of a selection of booklets issued by
various Commonwealth territories during the King's reign. Canada and
South Africa had a fair nunber of booklet issues but the remainder of
the Commonwealth released conparatively few and many none at all
during this time.

The expl odi ng of booklets, regarded by many as philatelic "hari-
kari", is really necessary in order to see the contents, in particular
t he advertisements, with many of the advertisers still household nanes
sone 60 years on: British Guiana and Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyi ka are
good exanpl es.

The Hotel Metropole and McDonald's Hotel in Suva, Fiji, advertis-
ing in the 3/- booklet, offered a 12/6d per day tariff in 1938  The
Jamai can 1946 New Constitution 2/- booklet is a fairly difficult item
to cone by, whereas the whole set with a face value of 17/11d can
today still be purchased for less than £1.

The South Africa 1948 3/- Kirchoffs Seeds booklet, with Post
Office slogans on the selvedge of the panes, the 1947 Canada "G ft
Bookl et and the Southern Rhodesia 2/6d booklet are also included in
the display,

COMVONWEAL TH POSTAGE DUES (36 - 37)

A selection of Postage Dues from 18 different Dom ni ons/ Col onies
al | used, covering the reign of King Ceorge VI. General ly speaking,
these stanps in used condition are nmuch |less common than their m nt
counterparts. Constant varieties do exist, sone catalogued, others
not. Details of these varieties shown are included on the relevant
sheet .

The knotty problem of what are and what are not King GCeorge VI
stanps certainly applies to Postage Dues. Some Colonies (i.e. Gold
Coast) issued Dues as early as 1923, and they remained in wuse until
1951. Others, for exanple Mauritius, issued sone values in 1933, which
remai ned valid through the reign of King George VI, and then added 2
further values in 1954. In both cases all stanps are shown.

KENYA ,UGANDA& TANGANY IKAPOSTAGEDUES(35)

Al t hough introduced in 1935 this series of postage dues were used
by the postal authorities throughout the reign of King George VI as
di spl ayed here.

VWA | CENSOR MATERI AL FROMTHE B. W1 . (38 - 40)

A selection of censored mail focusing on tw thenes: the anend-
ments to printed censor |abels caused by the novenments of individual
censors, |abel shortages, etc., and the censoring of open mail such as

postcards and wi ndow envel opes.

COMVONVEALTH COVERS (41 - 43)

Amongst  this section may be found 1937 Coronation First Day
Covers, some featuring varieties, Airmails including Enpire All-up
First Flights, Service covers, aredirected itemclearly handstanped
3-9-39 the Sunday war started, Colonial Coronations "used abroad" and
finally 2 items featuring the last Royal Visit of the reign.



(Fal kl and | sl and Dependenci es (44 - 47) o _

Operation Tabarin, a second world war expedition to Antarctica,
was nmounted by the Adm ralty on behalf of the Colonial Office in 1943
45 (from m d 1945 on it becanme the Falkland |Islands Dependencies
Survey). It was named after a well known Paris night club "Bal Taba-
rin", since the detachnment would wi nter in the Antarcti c darkness.

The expedition was set up for 2 reasons - first to deny Antarctic
anchorages to eneny ships and second to strengthen British claims to
sovereignty of the Fal kl and Islands Dependenci es (G ahamLand, South
Georgia, South Orkneys and South Shetlands). In addition to actions by
Cermany and a threat from Japan, Argentinean activity made it highly
undesirable that potential Axis power should control the Drake Pas-
sage.

J The expedition left England in 1943 and reached Port Stanley on
26th January 1944. Al | cargo and nmen were |oaded on HVs W I | i am Sco-
resby and the SS Fitzroy arriving at Deception Island on 3rd February
and Port Lockroy on 12th. On 17th February the ships returned to Port
Stanley via the South Orkneys and South Georgia. In the second year,
1945, a base was opened at Hope Bay.

Mail is shown fromall three active bases and the first visits to
the South Orkneys and South CGeorgia. In such situations, active serv-
ice mail would not normally require stanps, but to wunderline the

sovereignty issue, stanps of the current Fal kland Island pictori al
issue were hurriedly overprinted for use by the Expediti on.

JAVAI CA FI RST FLI GHT AND ASSCCI ATED COVERS (48 - 49)

In 1939 Pan Anerican Airways (PAA) inaugurated their first trans-
atlantic service fromNew York to Europe via the Azores and arranged
for Jamamican air mails to connect with the new service at New York.
The outbreak of war curtailed further expansion but in 1943 KLM nade
Jamaica acalling point of their Curacao - M am service.

In 1944 British Wst | ndian Airways (BWA) opened a new service
bet ween Ki ngston and Tri ni dad but were soon absorbed by British South
American Airways (BSAA) who in turn were taken over by BOAC. Before
BSAA were taken over they had opened a transatlantic route to London
via Bernmuda in 1946 and a service to Miam in 1948

Qther new services soon followed from Chicago and Southern Air
Li nes, Trans-Canada Airways, British Caribbean Airways and BWA (the
latter 2 conpanies being part of BOAC). Between 1950 and 1954 BOAC
i naugurated three further international services from the Col ony.

The absence of new PAA services after the war is surprising but
in 1946 they carried out a conprehensive air mail test fromvarious US
cities to Jamaica and return and apparently found it nore profitable
to expand el sewhere.

The exhi bit gives details of nmajor services in the King George Vi
period with rel evant covers, many of whi ch bear commenorative cachets.
Exanpl es fromthe PAA air mai|l test are also included.

JAMAI CA POSTAL STATI ONERY (50 - 51) _

NEWSWRAPPERS to be used to encl ose newspapers or nmagazi nes sent
by post were introduced in Jamaica in 1888 The first King George VI
wrapper was printed in 1938 and reprinted 14 times up to 1949, They
were reprinted in the changed definitive stanp colours in 1951 when a
wr apper specifically for overseas mailings was added.



STAMPED POSTCARDS were first used in the Colony in 1877 whil e the
first King George VI cards were printed in 1938 for internal and
overseas use. These cards had a short |ife due to postage rate changes
in 1940 when the overseas card started to bear a bi-lingual UPU in-
scription. The local card was reprinted many tinmes, the last in 1953,
with WN I printings on recycled card.

REPLY PAID POSTCARDS were introduced in Jamaica in 1883 but the
only printing of King George VI was in 1938

REQ STERED ENVELOPES wi t h enbossed stanps were first sold in the
Colony in 1913. The first King George VI envel opes were printed in
1938 in sizes F and H but had a short |ife due to increases in post-
age/registration rates in 1939. Reprints continued until 1951 when
further price increases required another change.

STAMPED Al R LETTER FORMS were introduced in 1947 but unstanped
forms had been avail abl e at the Kingston General Post Office from27th
Novenber 1944 when 2500 forms were placed on sale. These latter forns
were sold out with-in hours and the PM5G arranged for the Island s four
mai n printers to print unstanped forns. The 1947 formconti nued to be
printed until 1952 when a change of format was required. In 1955 there
was a shortage due to delays in producing QEIl forns. To cover the
shortfall, provisional King George VI fornms were printed in Septenber
and Decenber of that year and continued to be sold after the Queen
Eli zabeth Il fornms becane avail abl e in August 1956.

LEEWARD | SLANDS POSTAL STATI ONERY (52) .
Postal stationery is in general an undervalued field of study.

Al though the -full range of the previous reign with the new Kking's
portrait was produced, the changi ng neans of communi cati on neant a
much |ower demand for certain itenms - plain postcards were being
replaced either by letters or picture postcards and airmail letters
were giving way to airgraphs, telephone, cable and facsim | es.

Over the fifteen years of the reign, of the envel opes only 1550
of each the F and K sizes of registered envel opes wereprinted; and of
the 1 [|/2d airmail weight envel ope, for which there was the nost
demand, there were four printings totalling only 5400 in all. This
[atter item is of particular interest as the security wavy-Ilined
pattern inside was originally printed in blue but latterly in grey-
black with a watermark imprint ALL BRITISH but one, or sone of a,
printing on envel opes were watermrked ABERDEEN OPAQUE of which very
few copi es survived.

Used exanples of all postal stationery are scarce.

For further information about the King George VI Collectors Society
pl ease write to:-

F. R Lockyer

General Secretary

Ki ng George VI Coll ectors Society
98 Al bany

Manor Road

BOURNEMOUTH

EH1L 3EW



