
It	is	an	Honor	to	speak	at	the	Royal.		This	is	my	first	visit!	
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George	Pli<	took	cause	to	the	United	States.			
	
Barnabas	Bates	formed	the	New	York	Cheap	Postage	AssociaJon	which	
published	this	envelope.	
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All	stamps	have	some	producJon	issues	but	the	10	cent	and	5	cent	issues	
were	be<er.	
	
All	the	parJcular	stamps	above	have	a	‘story’	
	
1	cent	posiJon	7R1E	one	of	the	three	stamps	on	the	Newbury	cover	

3	cent	Supplementary	Mail	unique	cancel	on	3	cent	
12	cent	posiJon	51L1	showing	imprint.		Later	state	of	the	plate	
10	cent	posiJon	3R1	type	4	recut	top	unused	original	gum.	Only	recut	
posiJon	from	the	right	pane.	One	of	the	great	10	cent	stamps!	
5	cent		posiJon	23R	defecJve	or	damaged	transfer	on	the	side	inside	oval		
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Too	many	stamps	too	li<le	space.	
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Designs	were	changed	and	simplified	to	improve	ability	to	layout	without	
lots	of	rework.		One	cent	plate	4	was	made	with	a	new	transfer	roll	with	
wider	spacing.		
	
Not	all	5	cent	stamps	are	plated	
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Detailed	reference:	The	United	States	One	Cent	Stamp	of	1851	to	1861		by	
MorJmer	Neinken	published	by	the	U.	S.	Philatelic	Classics	Society,	Inc	
1972.	This	book	is	a	revision	of	Volume	I	of	Stanley	Ashbrook’s	two	volume	
classic	The	United	States	One	Cent	Stamp	of	1851-1857.	
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Best	reference	today:	Evolu=on	of	the	Types	of	the	1	cent	Stamp	by	David	
Zlowe	
Chronicle	of	the	United	States	Philatelic	Classic	Society	242	vol	66,	No.	2	
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Top	row	of	the	right	pane	of	plate	1	Early	has	to	best	example	of	the	
intended	design	and	some	that	are	close	
Like	this	page,	the	plate	was	Jght!	
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This	shows	‘graphically’	the	amount	of	reworking.		
The	remainder	of	the	plate	is	similar.		Quickly	see	few	plate	cracks,	double	
top	single	bo<om	rare	recut	etc.	
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This	is	not	intended	to	really	teach	how	to	determine	the	difference	but	to	
show	how	strange	and	maybe	arbitrary	some	of	this	is.		Thanks	to	Robert	
Siegel	Galleries	for	use	of	images.	
	
Again,	I	recommend	reading	Evolu=on	of	the	Types	of	the	1	cent	Stamp	by	
David	Zlowe	
Chronicle	of	the	US	Philatelic	Classic	Society	242	vol	66,	No.	2	
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At	a	Jme	when	demand	was	increasing	plate	3	was	taken	out	of	service.		
There	must	have	been	a	significant	failure.			
	
Plate	2	with	crack	shown	above	was	lec	in	use.	
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Reference:		By	far	the	best	reference	to	this	stamp	is	Jim	Allen’s	exhibit.		
He	is	the	leading	expert	on	correcJng	and	extending	plaJng	of	this	stamp	
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Did	I	say	by	far	the	best	reference	to	this	stamp	is	Jim	Allen’s	exhibit.			
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Reference:	The	United	States	Ten	Cent	Stamps	of	1855-1859	by	MorJmer	
Neinken.	1960	
	
Best	source	of	informaJon:	Michael	Perlman.		He	has	the	best	current	and	
maybe	ever	assembled	collecJon	of	this	stamp	(and	all	green	stamps)	and	
has	been	a	leader	in	digiJzing	philatelic	material.	
	
8	recut	posiJons,	3	top	only,	3	bo<om	only,	one	both	top	and	bo<om.		2	
recut	at	top	are	also	recut	over	the	‘X’s	
PosiJon	3R1	only	recut	posiJon	from	the	right	pane.	
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Block	from	Cleveland	OH	
	
Provenance:		Waterhouse,	Newbury,	Grunin,	Boker	
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Block	from	Cleveland	OH	
	
Provenance:		Waterhouse,	Newbury,	Grunin,	Boker	
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Reference:	The	United	States	Five	Cent	Stamp	of	1856	by	Richard	Frajola	
and	Frederick	Mayer	published	by	The	Collectors	Club	2005	
	
Not	really	a	great	reason	to	issue	this	stamp?	NOT	for	registraJon	fee	
which	could	not	be	paid	by	stamps.	
	
There	may	be	50	examples	that	are	unused.	One	block	of	4	exists	unused.	
	
Weak	or	faint	double	transfer	noJceable	in	the	‘N’	of	‘CENTS’	shows	an	
addiJonal	diagonal	line.		Very	tough	to	see!	
	

DefecJve	transfer	inside	right	side	of	the	oval.			
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This	block	was	originally	part	of	an	eleven-stamp	mulJple,	joined	with	a	
strip	of	three	at	top	right.	It	was	affixed	to	a	large	piece	with	single	1c	and	
3c	stamps	(the	full	piece	is	illustrated	in	Brookman	on	page	152).	Acer	its	
appearance	in	a	1955	H.R.	Harmer	sale,	the	strip	of	three	was	removed	
and	later	the	block	of	eight	was	separated	into	two	blocks	of	four.	The	late	
Frederick	R.	Mayer	reunited	the	two	blocks	while	building	his	classic	5c	
1856	Issue	collecJon.	As	both	a	block	of	eleven	and	a	block	of	eight,	this	
was	the	largest	recorded	mulJple.	The	largest	used	mulJples	are	blocks	of	
six	and	five	(both	on	cover).	Apart	from	this	reconstructed	block	of	eight,	
there	are	only	five	other	used	blocks	of	four.	The	largest	unused	mulJple	is	
the	unique	block	of	four.	
	
Largest	intact	block	is	a	block	of	6.	
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Social	and	economic	trends	
Families	separated,	ocen	for	the	first	Jme	
Westward	expansion	–	CA	populaJon	grew	from	14K	to	250K	1848-1852	
Urban	centers	grew.		10%	of	populaJon	to	20%	1840-1860	
Local	to	naJonal	markets	
InternaJonal	business	growing	
	
Issues	facing	the	USPO.		First	policy	quesJons.	The	Post	Office	was	not	a	
revenue	source.		Should	large	urban	centers	subsidize	the	remainder	of	
the	country.		Challenges	included	unclaimed	mail,	coded	mail	i.e.	read	
message	on	outside	and	refused	to	pay,	mail	carried	outside	the	USPO,	
and	a	rapidly	expanding	country	especially	the	gold	fields	in	California.	
	
Policy	to	address	issues:	rates	reducJons	in	1845	and	1851,	required	
prepayment	and	stamps.		ConJnued	cheap	pricing	for	printed	ma<er.		Also	
addressed	with	technology:	use	of	mechanical	transportaJon	especially	
steamboats,	railroads,	ocean	steamers	and	perforaJons.	
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Shelburne	Falls	showing	fancy	cancel	(Running	Stag)	
	
Jul	1853	cover	from	New	York	City	to	New	Haven	
CT.	Stamp	type	II.	This	postmark	is	known	used	for	
15	days,	11-25	July	1853.	
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Triple	the	under	3000	mile	rate	
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Mails	of	the	Westward	Expansion	1803	to	1861	by	Steven	Walske	and	Richard	
Frajola,		Crawford	medal	winner.	
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Double	rate	cover	to	Wesrield	MA	entered	the	mail	in	San	Francisco.	
Stamps	posiJons	36,	37,	46,	47R1L.	
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1	July	1851	printed	ma<er	rates	depended	on	the	distance.		
Under	500	miles	1	cent,	500-1,000	etc.		Over	3,000	miles	was	5	
cents.	
	
1	October	1852,	the	rates	were	reduced	to	1	cent	for	all	distances	
in	the	US.		The	pieces	above	went	over	3,000	miles.		
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This	is	the	discovery	copy	that	proved	the	source	of	these	pre-cancels	is	
Cleveland	OH.		Same	font	as	used	to	print	the	newspaper.	Probably	printed	a	
sheet	at	a	Jme	on	their	press.	
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As	more	and	more	stamps	were	being	used	the	inconvenience	of	cusng	
them	individually	plus	the	fact	that	the	UK	was	perforaJng	stamps	lead	
people	to	try	their	own.		Most	famous	were	those	done	in	Chicago.	
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Many	references.		Richard	Frajola	Board	For	Philatelists	has	many	arJcles	
and	exhibits	that	deal	with	California	mail	during	the	Gold	Rush.	
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Rhodes	Express	delivered	the	le<er	from	the	Northern	mines	to	
Sacramento	where	it	entered	the	mail.	Bed	Bluff	was	a	staging	town	on	the	
Sacramento	River	for	the	Northern	mines.	
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The	Pacific	Express	Company	was	formed	on	March	2,	1855,	by	former	
employees	of	Adams	&	Company,	the	huge	express	and	banking	concern	
that	went	bankrupt	in	February	1855.	Pacific	Express	operated	unJl	
someJme	in	1857,	carrying	mail	between	points	in	California	and	also	
through	connecJons	to	the	East	Coast.	
	
This	cover	was	received	by	the	Pacific	Express	office	in	Auburn	on	Jan.	4,	
1856.	It	was	carried	by	express	about	35	miles	south	to	the	office	at	
Sacramento,	where	it	was	datestamped	again	on	Jan.	19.	The	New	York	
Feb.	13	postmark	date	coincides	with	the	Feb.	13,	1856,	arrival	date	of	the	
Northern	Light,	which	departed	San	Juan	del	Norte	on	Feb.	5	(source:	
Wierenga,	U.S.	Incoming	Steamship	Mail	1845-1875).	The	trip	from	San	
Francisco	to	San	Juan	del	Sur	(SJS)	was	probably	on	the	Sierra	Nevada,	but	
no	specific	departure	and	arrival	dates	are	listed	in	the	Wierenga	tables.	
Both	ships	carried	mail	via	the	Nicaragua	route.	Allowing	for	the	typical	12-
day	transit	between	San	Francisco	and	SJS,	as	well	as	the	crossing	to	SJN,	
the	San	Francisco	departure	of	the	Sierra	Nevada	was	probably	on	or	
about	Jan.	20,	which	fits	with	the	Pacific	Express	Co.	Sacramento	Jan.	19		
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ORIGINATED	IN	CUBA	
	
One	cent	from	block	of	8	43-56	R1E		
12	cent	from	same	stamp	

36	



Improperly	paid	using	US	stamps	from	Canada.	
	
During	this	period	US	stamps	were	not	recognized	in	
Canada.	This	was	improperly	accepted	in	Canada.	
The	U.S.	also	accepted	but	must	have	felt	they	got	
their	money.	
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West	Coast	rate	to	New	Brunswick,	traveled	by	the	
land	route.	
	
Three	color	franking.	
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References:	
	
Dick	Winter’s	books	

Across	the	Oceans	Development	of	Overseas	Business	Informa=on	Transmission	
1815-1875	Seija-Rii<a	Laakso	Finnish	Literature	Society	
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October	1854	folded	address	sheet	from	SF	to	London.	The	stamps	pay	the	
29	cent	rate	from	the	Pacific	Coast	to	England.	19	cents	credit	to	England	
for	transit	by	BriJsh	packet.	Faint	red	oval	‘Via	Nicaragua/in	Advance	of	
the	Mails/Sullivan’.	
	
One	cent	stamps	type	IV.	
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This	le(er	entered	the	mail	in	Vera	Cruz,	Mexico	and	paid	U.S.	postage	
from	New	Orleans	to	Paris.	The	le(er	was	then	redirected	(forwarded)	
back	to	the	UK.	
		
July	1856	folded	address	sheet	from	Vera	Cruz,	Mexico	to	Paris,	France.	
This	le<er	traveled	from	Vera	Cruz	to	New	Orleans	where	it	entered	the	
U.S.	mail,	then	to	New	York	City.		
The	le<er	was	handled	by	forwarder	Uslar,	Heymel	&	Co.	in	Vera	Cruz	and	
E.	J.	Forstall	in	New	Orleans.	In	the	upper	lec	a	manuscript	in	French	‘by	
way	of	the	United	States’	parJally	covered	by	the	1	cent	stamp.					
On	2	August	it	lec	New	York	on	the	American	packet	Ericsson	to	Liverpool	
arriving	18	August.	From	Liverpool	to	London	and	then	to	Paris	via	Calais.	
Stamps	pay	the	21	cent	rate	to	France.	
Arriving	in	Paris	21	August	the	le<er	was	then	returned	to	London	arriving	
on	22	August	1856.		
The	‘BRITISH/FOREIGN’	marking	applied	in	London	when	redirected	back	
indicates	postage	due	from	recipient.	4d	for	BriJsh	postage	from	France		
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1	cent	posiJons	9-10	R1E	type	1b	and	II	
to	Switzerland.	5	cents	pays	the	BriJsh	Open	Mail	rate	
	
February	1852	folded	le<er	from	New	York	City	to	Basel.	
Stamps	pay	the	BriJsh	Open	Mail	rate.	

1	cent	stamps	posiJons	9-10R1E,	are	types	Ib	and	II.	Dull	red	3	cent	stamp	is	type	II.	
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June	1852	folded	address	sheet	from	Santa	Fe	New	Mexico	Territory	to	
Munich	Bavaria.	Santa	Fe	balloon	town	postmark.	Stamps	pay	double	the	
30	cent	Prussian	Closed	Mail	rate.	The	le<er	lec	New	York	30	June	on	
Cunard	packet	Europa.	New	York	transit	mark	showing	14	cent	credit	to	
Prussia.	‘AACHEN	(date)/FRANCO’	mark	indicaJng	the	closed	mail	bag	was	
opened	on	the	train	from	Belgium	(AACHEN	exchange	office)	and	accepted	
as	fully	paid.	
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Stamps	type	III,	III,	IV	84-86L	Middle	stamp	is	curl	in	head	variety.	
Collins	Line	Steamer	BalJc	to	Liverpool.	Closed	mail	bag	exchanged	at	
Belgium	and	on	the	Aachen.			
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August	1856	cover	from	Trenton	NJ	to	Hong	Kong.	From	Trenton	the	le<er	
went	to	NYC	on	23	August	on	American	packet	Argo	to	Southampton	
arriving	4	September.		21	cent	BriJsh	Open	Mail	rate	by	American	Packet.			
	
From	Great	Britain	the	le<er	traveled	on	a	series	of	Peninsular	and	
Oriental	Line	steamers.		First	on	the	Indus	to	Alexandria	Egypt	arriving	19	
September.	Overland	to	Suez	and	then	on	steamer	Oriental	to	Galle	Ceylon	
arriving	13	October.	The	le<er	arrived	in	Hong	Kong	on	1	December	on	the	
steamer	Norna.		
	
Via	New	York.	American	Packet	to	Southampton.	21	cent	open	mail	rate	to	
GB.		
From	GB	on	a	series	of	Peninsular	and	Oriental	Line	steamers.		Alexandria	
Egypt,	overland	to	Suez	and	to	Galle	Ceylon	and	Hong	Kong	
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