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Under Article 12 of the Anglo-French Convention of 1843, France accounted to Great Britain for the mail carried 
on British ships addressed to France. The rate for mail from Haiti to France under Article 12 was set at 3/4d 
per ounce (28 grams). As in Article 13 and others to follow this was based, not on individual letters, but on the 
collective total weight. Article 12 was in force from June 1843 until January 1846 and Article 13 from January 
1846 until December 1855.

10 June 1845 – Cayes via Jacmel to Nantes.
Struck with local Cayes Paid mark in negative and Jacmel mark (on reverse).

Boulogne receival mark in red 6 July and Nantes 7 July

British Post Offices

25 July 1880 – Jacmel to Paris via London, struck with a C-59 device.
Franked 1/1d adhesives to fully pay first echelon of weight to France.

Small Jacmel Paid dater in red of 25 July1880, London transit mark of 11 August
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French Post Offices

3 August 1868 – Cap Haitien via Forwarding Agent and Vice Consul, L. Vincent and French ship to Kingston. 
Thence to London – franking of 8 pence struck with 6 bar A01 canceller with French maritime anchor lozenge  

on reverse, London Paid mark and Calais transit mark of 26 August and Nantes receival mark of same day

Hamburg-America Packet Company (HAPAG)

9 December 1876 – Cap Haitien to Port-au-Prince per steamer Cyclop.
This letter was carried on the Intercolonial Service.

Adhesive cancelled with a Sievers & Tippenhauer/Agents rubber stamp
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Frames 46-52  John Shaw

HAITI (TRADITIONAL)

Haiti is the western one third of the island of Hispaniola, also known as Santo Domingo and was discovered in 1492 
by Christopher Columbus, en-route to America; the eastern two-thirds comprise the Dominican Republic. Haiti had 
a chequered history, including occupation by pirates, the Spanish and the French and, with the indigenous natives 
all but exterminated by social disease, slaves were imported from West Africa and the Caribbean to work on the 
plantations there. One result of the 1793 French revolution was the abolition of slavery at which time Haiti was a 
French possession; this went down badly with the plantation owners and so the Haitians had to fight for their freedom. 
Toussaint l’Overture, one of their founding fathers was poisoned during a conference in Paris and there ensued a ten 
year battle between the freedom fighters in Haiti and the French, most of whom were unwilling conscripts often 
struck down with dysentery; the Haitian army however, comprised fit and brave native soldiers led by “hands-on” 
senior officers. The culmination of events was in December 1803, ten years after the French revolution when a Haitian 
Army division, outnumbered four to one but commanded by a gallant negro Brigadier, Capois-la-Mort, defeated the 
French forces of General Rochambeau, who surrendered, thereby gaining Haiti its independence one month later.

Haiti’s first stamps, the liberty heads, appeared in 1881, six different values printed in sheets of fifty from 
a common basic electroplate with the value inserted, and printed by MG Richard of Paris; the society was 
privileged to recently see the world’s best display of these from the late Brian Moorhouse, so I show just a 
smattering of these including postal forgeries; but please indulge me in showing off a complete reconstruction 
of the 7 centimes imperforate with the Purves plating guide.

President Lysius Felicite Salomon oversaw Haiti’s membership of the UPU in 1881 and was one of the few 
presidents to die in his bed of natural causes. In 1889, four months after his death President F Deus Legitime 
came to office and a set of eight rouletted essays bearing his portrait was produced in Germany. However 
Legitime was soon deposed and the stamps did not get past the essay stage. Not too much is known about the 
Legitime essays save they were found in the effects of a deceased Haitian brigadier in 1890s.

          

There were several different printers for the next few issues, including Charles Skipper and East but Haiti began to 
settle into a relationship with the American bank Note Company whose first issue depicted President Simon Sam 
or the Haitian coat of arms. Haiti underwent a succession of political problems, including severe financial problems 
and 11 presidents in 13 years. In 1902 a provisional government came to power and the Simon Sam stamps were 
overprinted, and although the genuine overprints are not scarce there are many forgeries. Some years ago the 
notorious forger, Raoul de Thuin was caught and the Philatelic Foundation published a book entitled the “Yucatan 
Affair”, with prominent philatelists asked to contribute a chapter on their specialities, the Haiti doyen being the late 
FB (Bud) Sellers RDP; de Thuin did not forge any Haiti stamps but did forge some overprints, albeit these forgeries 
enhanced the value of only very few of the items; Bud produced an especially fine treatise on the 1902 Provisional 
Government overprints which, together with some of the forgeries, is shown in the frames. The real overprinting 
was done by hand, resulting in numerous overprint varieties, including overprints tête-bêche vertically and, very 
rarely horizontally, with the one example I have seen, on the 5 centimes shown in the display.

       

The Legitime 
essays – the 

full set is 
shown in the 

frames

Genuine examples 
of the Provisional 
overprints – one 

stamp in each 
pair with missing 

overprint
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Because the currency was so weak, there were different stamps for inland and international postage, inscribed 
respectively in centimes and gourdes and centimes and piastres. The 1906 pictorial issue had its colours changed 
in 1913 shortly before a revolution a year later, one coup putting President General Orestes Zamor into power, 
who ordered everything in sight to be overprinted with his initials – “Gl. O.Z.”. The philatelic consequence of 
this was that virtually all these colour changes, especially of the lower denomination stamps are difficult to 
obtain, especially in unused blocks. As far as is known for example, only 2,000 of the printing of 100,000 of the 
7 centimes red were not overprinted, and most of those were used for postage.

		   

The very scarce blocks of the 7c and 8c colour changes – ex FB Sellers

Many sets of later Haitian stamps had separate normal postage and airmail postage stamps and the 1949 iconic 
Capois-la-Mort issue, showing the gallant brigadier with his horse wounded, rising from the ground sword aloft, 
was no exception; they were printed in vast quantities and many of the higher values saw little postal use and, 
as an economy, were overprinted and/or surcharged to commemorate other events. I have been fortunate in 
obtaining die proofs of all the postage and airmail stamps including the undenominated die shown below.

Undenominated die proof of the Capois-la-Mort normal postage stamps

Charity Surcharges. 1939 saw the issue of Haiti’s first stamps with charity surcharge and this was in aid of the 
Port-au-Prince Athletic Stadium fund. The experiment was something of a failure and very few stamps were 
sold for postage on correspondence.

Failing to learn from previous mistakes, in 1949 Haiti issued its second set of charity stamps, six stamps and two 
miniature sheets, for the anti tuberculosis and malaria fund, but this time, the charity surcharge was increased 
to equal to the face value of the stamps. Not unnaturally, the project was an unmitigated disaster, with some 90% 
of the printing unsold and officially burned, and with details shown in the frames. Bud Sellers wrote an excellent 
article on this issue noting the ABNCo gaffe on displaying a mosquito indigenous to the USA but unknown in 
Haiti; the die proofs I show of this issue are all from the Bud Sellers collection.
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Die proof of the 1g25c + 1g25c value but without the cross of Lorraine

1949 was also the 75th anniversary of the founding of the UPU and most member nations commemorated 
this with a postage stamp issue, including Haiti which issued a strange set of overprinted stamps from 
obligatory tax stamps and the overstocked Capois-la-Mort high values. This was not the intention 
however, since an issue was being prepared by the ABNCo depicting President Lysius Saloman, who was 
president when Haiti joined the UPU and the current president, Dumarsais Estime. However, Estime  
was deposed whilst the issue was in the essay stage and all material relating to the issue was ordered to be 
destroyed. The progressive die proofs and the 5 centimes green stamp – all ex Bud Sellers – somehow escaped 
and these, which Bud considered unique, are the finale to my display.

Undenominated die proofs for the abortive UPU issue showing different portrait aspects for President Estime
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