





Consulat ve Lelgigue
a Tientsin

Registered letter from the
Consulat de Belgigque a
Tientsin to the “Legation
de France” in Peking, 9
February 1898. The letter is
franked with a 5¢c cancelled
“R"and a 10c cancelled
with a Pakua cancellation
of Tientsin. Tientsin “Dollar”
cancellation on the

front and Peking Dollar
cancellation on the reverse
on arrival.

After the Boxer Uprising of 1899 to 1901, Belgium
financed an expeditionary force to China. In
exchange, Belgium was given a concession of 46
hectares in the port of Tientsin which was to last
until 1929. Again, the Belgians there sent mail
through the various foreign post offices which
were available to them in the city.
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The Belgian Government had intended
opening a post office in the Chinese concessions.
Trial overprints were printed in 1907, but following
German complaints, the project was abandoned,
although a few rare examples of the overprinted
stamps have survived.

TYPE | TYPE Il TYPE III

9 mm overprint, no T mm overprint with 10 mm overprint with
modification new value added and new value added and

of the value and ‘Specimen’ overprint. ‘SPECIMEN' overprint
'SPECIMEN’ missing on this example.
overprint. The only known copy

to date without a
‘SPECIMEN' overprint.
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Failed Attempts at Colonisation

Leopold Il had several personal advisors
whom he sent all over the world throughout his
reign to unearth new territories which it might
be worthwhile colonising. Although several of
these attempts are well-documented, there

are a number of instances where few historical
documents or items of postal history have
survived. Sometimes, we only have as little as a
single letter which can reveal something about
an episode from its contents, and a few such

examples are shown.
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Letter written by the Duc de Brabant
dated 21 July 1861 in which he writes
of his disappointment at the lack of
progress and insists on other solutions
being found “by using local chiefs in
the Hebrides as well as in Fiji and the
Solomons ..."
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A deputation of two Belgians was sent to the Consul Edmond van Eetvelde, who was close

New Hebrides, to Fiji, Vanuatu and to the Solomon to Leopold Il, was entrusted with searching
Islands in 1861 to prospect on behalf of the Duc in Thailand for a suitable opportunity for
de Brabant, the future King Leopold Il. Poorly colonisation.

prepared, and with a contact who appeared not

to be up to the task, the mission was a failure.

One of the rare pieces of evidence of this mission

is a letter written by Leopold Il to one of the two

members of the mission.

ONSULAT GENERAL DE BELGIQUE DANS L'INDE BBITANNIQUE,
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Letter headed CONSULAT GENERAL DE BELGIQUE DANS L'INDE BRITANNIQUE (Belgian Consulate in British India) written
by Ed. Van Eetvelde and sent to his parents in Belgium. Sent from Calcutta in November 1878 and postmarked with the
duplex cancellation CALCUTTA/NOV 22. The letter went via Brindisi and arrived in Moll, Belgium, on 15 December 1878.
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