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On British Ice — British Antarctic Base
Expansion and Expeditions in the 1950s

This presentation combindales of British pluck and daring do in the icy cold wastes of
Antartica,with mentions d Bovril and Huntley and Palmer Golden Puffs.

You will also sea Rolex watch and meet Dick Barton, Special Agent, dtiveng
presentation.

We start with a view of probably not the nicest task in the world, being underneath a Trans
Antarctic Expedition Snocat wedged in a crevasse attergpb cross the continent in the
late 1950sThe Trans Antarctic Expedition forms part of the story later in the presentation

1 POLAR REGIONS

1943-44

Military concerned over
potential use of Falkland
Islands and Dependencies
for bases and/or refueling

Territorial claims
by Argentina and Chile

As war ends also an increased
US presence in area

BRITAIN NEEDS TO
DEMONSTRATE SOVEREIGNTY

Bases, Mapping, Science, Meteorology
AND A POSTAL SERVICE




Britain had generally ignored what was called the Falkland Islands Dependencies through
the 1930s. Whalingnd the reveue from licencing, had declined as shore stations closed
and the Great Depression hit.

As World War Il broke out the military was worried about the use of the Falklands or the
Dependencies as a coaling and supply base to move between the Pacific anid.Allaere

was a further concern about the undefended and uninhabited Antarctic area becoming
subject to Territorial claims from both Argentina and Chile. The US was also active in the
area, especially after the end of the Waritainneeded to demonstrat its sovereignty over

the area. That could be done with sciences such as cartography and meteorology, but even
more important physical bases. If these had a postal service, even better.

o w9 Operation Tabarin

Establish 3 bases (plus South Georgia)

Issue overprinted Falkland Islands stamps and open Post Offices

“Prove” mail can be sent especially to Argentina and Chile
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This presentation will natay much about Operation Tabarin, partly because it was in the
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But this was the military operation that eventually became the Falkland Islands

Dependencies Survegknown as FIDS) K N2 dz3 K (G KS wmoppnQad LG Sadal o
Bases at Port Lockroy, Deception Island and the South Orkneys, plus linking to the existing

British administrative base at South Georgia. Each of these new basesdopdtost Office

and Falkland Islands stamps were overprinted to use at these Post Offices. Importantly mail

was postedtd KAt S FyR ! NBSYuUAyl (2 aLINROSE¢ GKFG YI
handled by their postal servigghere is an example a@ne of these envelopes to Buenos

Aires, the second item in the list from the letter shown to the left.
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Basedletter, can be seen in this map here. During this period two further stamps issues were
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1946 and the Thin Map in 1948. Thissafallowed by the beautiful two colour recess
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Wedding, UPU and Coronation omnibus issues were made for the Dependencies as well. We
will take a look at some of the Ba#/ail during that expansion period. Commercial mail is
difficult to find with us talking about a hundred or so base personnel in total even at the

peak of expansion.
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ROBERT LAWRIE, Ltd. Base Expansion in the 1950s - Admiralty Bay — Base G

Alpine and Polar Equipment Specialists

il Commonwealth Rate - 2%d to Robert Lawrie, Specialist Bootmaker
A anli. Cancelled Admiralty Bay 1 JA 58

LONDON, W.1.
Telephone PADDINGTON 5232
Telegr NDON

to 12 noon

=% FALKLAND [SLANDS
Z 0

CLIMBING AND SKI-ING BOOTS ;’*f-" DEPENQENCIES

Rovert Lawrie, Ltd.
54 Seymour Street, e e
Marble Arch,
London. W.1l.
SENGLAND.

Orders exeeuted by post

lllustrated Catalogue not yet available but
Price List may be obtained on application

This is a Zd Commonwealth surface rate cover from Admiralty Bay in the Scetahds
sent in 1958a pretty ordinary rate but a nice addressee to Robert Lawrie who made
specialist boots for mountaineering and skiing in Londdnis is likel to becorrespondence
from a base membeaboutthe boots, or even an order. Theveere 8 people at Argentine
Islands that season.



Argentine Islands — Base F With all Cood Wishes for
Christmas and the New Year .
Commonwealth Surface -
Printed Matter Rate - %d i
Cancelled Argentine Islands

27 JA61

New Year card — FALKLAND 1514NDS
. DEPENDENCIES SURVFY
1 year to arrive

This is what | consider a value for money coverallows you send a Christmas and New
Year card from the Argentine Islands on the Antarctic Peninsula at Commonwealth Surface
Printed Matter rate all the way to New Zealand. The downside to this rate is it took over a
€SI NI G2 I NNR @S Kked up antitzdheI$hdaf thekséasah in MgrcbiMpriltime
then went all the way back up to the UK and then onwards by ship to New Zealand. There
were some attractive cards produced for the Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey each

year to send as Christmaards.

Base Expansion - Air Mail from the Antarctic

6d “Second Class” Air Mail from Margeurite Bay

“Insufficient Postage for Carriage By Air” cachet
Should be 2/- for 10gm. Sent from Port Lockroy
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BY AIR MAIL

The next couple dflustrationslook at an interesting concept when you are on the ice in the
Antarctic Peninsula, air mail. Airail would consist of a supply or relief ship taking your
mail, probably to Port Stanley. There it would gote Faklands mail and supply ship,



either Fitzroyor Darwin to Montevideo. There it would be put on a flight to the UK. So your
air mail would have a minimum of a week before it even reached an aircraft. There are two
examples here, firstly™ Class Air Mafrom Marguerite Bay, not officially introduced in the
Falklands and Dependencies until 1966, but seen earlier at this 6d rate. Secondly we have a
10gm. weight cover which should be-2éent from Port Lockroy. Only 1/6d is on the cover.
Andinsufficient Posige for Carriage by Aicache was applied in Stanley and the

unfortunate item was switched to surface mail by ship.

Base Expansion — Air Mail from the Antarctic
Hope Bay — Base D

Air Letter Rate - 6d sent by “Lofty” Worswick — Base Leader & Met.
Cancelled Hope Bay JA 157

Air Mail rate 1/- (used for Air Mail postcards as well)
Sent by Mike Fleet — Geologist
Cancelled Hope Bay FE 24 62
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= Mechael |

Two more examples of air mail. An air letegrthe 6d aerogramme ratt'om Hope Bagent
by Base Leademd Met Officerlofty Worswick Theaddress is nice being Guernsey. A very
unusualair mailtype from a base was an air mail postcard; again no official rate exisitid

Base Expansion — The “Base Letter” Cancels
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1974, but of course they could be sent at the 5gm. air mail oatE-. This example isom
the geologist at Hope Bay 1962.

Most of the Bases, as they were opened up had their Base nhame on the canceller as we have
seen. However some of the smaller bases had just the Base Hegmation that were

shown on the magarlier, on their canceller. A rule of thumb is that commercial matih\a

Base letter cancel argcarce Below argtwo examples, one an air letter from Base W, the

Loubet Coast Base sent by radio operator Eric Broome at the 6d aerogramme rate. The

other is mail that is to a collector, but contains a letter thaigkinm for the items that he

had sent in the maijlso witha commercial linkageThis is on the Base notepaper and

cancelled with Base for the Danco Coast.

Expeditions - South Georgia Survey 1951 - 1956
Mapping South Georgia with surveyors and glaciologists - 1951/52, 1953/54 and 1955/56

From Louis Baume Member of the Survey Party 1955 / 56 Expedition
(pictured on left with Duncan Carse, EXpeditiOn Leader) Louis Baume and Duncan Carse

Jat Senesgy 15775€ Ephaen Al
(fZ: 4,;77 %%), EN GLhud

Having shown some examples of mail from the rapid expansion of the FIDSrbtmees

1950s wetake a close look at thExpeditions that promoted mapping and scientific

research through the 1950s in the Antarctic. These were again vital to demonstrate
sovereignty over the area by Britain. Although South Georgia had been used for whaling
under British licence since 190®@gtisland had never been seriously mapped. Over three
summer in the 1950s surveyors and glaciologists mapped areas of this mountainous island.
The expeditions were led by Duncan Carse, pictured on the right in the photographthere,
may berecognizableasthe nameof the actor who played Dick Barton, Special Agent in the
radio show of thdate 1940s. Carse is pictured with Louis Baume, a member of the watch
making family who sent this cover in 1956 from the Expedition.

The second expedition we discuss is the Bri8suth Georgia Expedition. This was a private
expedition with four members of the Oread Mountaineering Club from Derbyshire, together
with an RAF Doctor and experienced climber lan Brooker. They managed to persuade
Salvesens Whaling Coany to give them beap passage on a whale tank8guthern Opal
where they are photographed leaving Glasgow, and got sponsorship from the Daily
Telegraph and others such as the Everest Foundatiorsdtediuired some negotiation for



support from suppliers to the expeditn, such as Bovril who gave them 25% discount on an
inordinate amount of Bovril Expeditionary pemmican.

Expeditions - British South Georgia Expedition 1954 - 1955
Primary Objective Mountaineering, Secondary Objective Surveying and Glaciology

L ' BOVRIL, Limited. s 7, e |
148166, Old Street, 7377, Bunhill Row, and 2, 4 & 6, Banner Street |
_§rrmy Esq. 1 LONDON,
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Courtesy Derbyshire Records Office

The main focus of the expedition was to climb South Georgia peaks, but the expedition had
surveyors and they assisted Carse with surveys fomaipping. They had an unusual home

for the expedition, the gol at South Georgia, in fact it was often used as an Expedition base.
Families would be able to send mail via routes knowing which ship was planning to go to
South Georgian this casean aerogamme to lan Brooker, the Expedition doctor, was sent
via the Expedition Agents in Montevideo and then on board the supply shiau$8n.

British South Georgia Expedition 1954 - 1955
Inward Air Letter at GB 6d rate to Expedition Doctor lan Brooker from his father cancelled Aberdeen
15t January 1955. Sent via Agents in Montevideo. SS Harpon was a transport ship.

URYGURY"

The Gaol at King Edward Point — Expedition HQ



British South Georgia Expedition 1954 - 1955
Air Letters at 6d rate from Expedition Doctor lan Brooker, left cancelled South Georgia 3 DE 54, right 15 DE 54

Taken by Whale oil tankers or supply ships returning to Montevideo or Aruba, Caripito

Here are two examples of air letters sent by lan Brooker, one on the left to his wife, on the

right to his mother. The aerogramme rate was 6d and they should really only carry a single
6d stamp, but here aerogrammes with three stamps were accepted. These were carried by
whale oil tankers heading north, put into the air mail at Montevideo or Aruba.

British South Georgia Expedition 1954 - 1955
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BRITISH SOUTH GEORGIA EXPEDITION. 1954/1955

The Daily Telegraph was a sponsor of the Expedition

“Field Despatch No. 2” from Expedition Leader George Sutton,
Cancelled South Georgia 26 NO 54. Damaged in post and resealed
Tanker Gauthiod left on that day

I mentioned the Daily Telegraph as a sponsor, here the expedition leader George Sutton has
sent a Field Report to Colin Coote, the editor of the Telegrdphhas used one of the

printed expedition envelopesutton is photographed making an attempt on thenmit of

Mount Sugartop 7,628 feet, the party failed to make the summit of either Sugartop or

Mount Paget, at 9,629 feet, the highest mountain on Soutbr@ia, but they claimed

several slightly lower peaks. You can see that the envelope was damagedsit &nd was



resealedeither by the Stanley or British Post Office (they both used the same resealing
tape).

British
South
Georgia
Expedition A £k >
1954 - 1955 B E J
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BRITISH SOUTH GEORGIA EXPEDITION, 1954/1955

Letter No. 4 from Expedition Surveyor Harry Pretty to his wife Molly,
Expedition Secretary. Cancelled South Georgia 25 OC 54

Transport Orwell left 26t October (to be scrapped in Hamburg)

A couple more examples of Air Mail from the Expedition, this one is from Expedition deputy
leader and surveyor Harry Pretty to his wielly, who was the secretary for the Expedition
back in Derbyshire. They are pictured here at an Oread club dinner in 1956.

British
South
Georgia
Expedition
1954 - 1955

15gm. Air Mail rate from Expedition Doctor lan Brooker to
his wife. Cancelled South Georgia 15 DE 54.

SS Harpon left for Buenos Aires 16" December

The final example from the Expedition is this cover from lan Brooker to his wife sent at the
15gm. Air Mail rate. Also pigted is the Expedition Party at South Georgia modelling what is
nice line of Expedition leisureware with BSGE embroidered on their sweaters.



Wings Over Ice

Expedition -

Falkland Islands and Dependencies
Aerial Survey Expedition
1955-1957
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The next Expedition certainly took some bravery, flying over the Antarctic Peninsula in a
Catalinaliying boat from a base at Deception Island. This as the Falkland Islands and
Dependencies Aerial Survey Expedition or FIDASE as it was kniasted for two Antarctic
& dzY' Y S N& 66 ahd/195€1857.)¥ou can see an airmail envelope from one of the
surveyors Colin Brown, sent 20gm. air mail with an Expedition label.

Cover from Colin Brown, surveyor
to his parents at 4/- 10gm. air mail rate
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ASTRWEO LONDON J; asrensosonruamwooo  AErial Survey Expedition:

HU NTING AERO SUR VEYS LTD Objective: Malp Antarctic Pgninsula

to support claim of sovereignty

HEAD OFFICE & LABORATORIES ASSOCIATED COMPANIES

6 ELSTREE WAY s T High level aerial photography
BOREHAM WOOD * HERTS homsstelorgyiers
e STRCORENNNG PAKISTAN Surveying to establish trig points,
eSO G o ) flying in by helicopter from

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES AERIAL SURVEY EXPEDITION 1956/57 support ship

P

| First Season: December 1955 — Aprll 1956 bt
4 South Shetlands
Establish base and build aircraft taxiing areas L8 T
2| Start aerial photography and surveying Peter Mott
:| Much less mail from 15t season. Expedition label _g— | p 4
used on mail P » . ) 4

Second Season: December 1956 — ) !

April 1957

Majority of aerial photography (including

Falkland Islands) Hagdorulf NS
Visit from HRH Duke of Edinburgh | S

v

Majority of Expedition mail and collectors mail, { »’H [dx -
using cachet in violet or black AT

The Colonial Office funded the Expedition and gave the contract to Hunting Aerosurveys to
map the Antarctic Peninsula (and incidentally the Falkland Islands also). That mappldg wo

support the British claim for sovereignty over the Peninsula. In addition to the aerial survey,
a helicopter flown from the Expedition ship wdyut down surveyors taneasure trig

points to assist the mapping. Peter Mott, pictured led the Expediaod they set up a hut

next to the FIDS Base at Deception Island. Much of the first season consisted of setting up




this base and building a taxiway to get the the Canadian Catalinas (known as Cansos) out of
the water. Ablack and whit€expedition label was producedrfmembers to use on mail

home. A large amount of aerial surveying was completed in the second season, this time a
cachet was usedn Expedition mail.

The Aircraft

Two Catalina “Canso” flying
boats from Hunting Survey
Corporation in Canada

Dexion metal taxiway built
to enable aircraft to leave water

Two flying teams at
Deception Island

Sl o

Here is a picture of the Canso aircraft out of the water at Deception Island. Deception is a
huge volcano caldera where the about 500m of the wall has collapsed and let the sea in, as
at the bottom right of the small aerial photograph. The Island is about 12km in diameter.
The Expedition mail was handled by the FIDS base commander, at one paiasWweongly
adding2¥d for surfacemail to Montevideoc an additional charge not needed. That is why

you see this 30gm. Air Mait 1/- per 5gm.actuallychargedé/2¥d for postage.

Expedition Ship: Oluf Sven

Chartered 950 ton Danish freighter, pictured left at Deception Island
Helicopter landing area

Captain Jan Ryge, cover sent
to his wife in 15t season.

“m.s. OLUF SVEN” cachet in
violet at bottom left




The Expedition shjghe Oluf Sverbrought the expedition hut, helicopter and supplies from
Tilbury down to Deception. It also brought down a considerable amount of avgas, so much
so that hobnail boots on deck were banndditre is a cover from Captain Jan Ryge back to
his wife in Damark There is a small cachet of the ship in violet. The helicopter flew off the
ship, some really good flying given the weather conditions in open seas.

Canso Pilot Jim Greenshields (1%t Season)

Pictured left in photograph

and Expedition 15t Season label

2/- 10gm. Air Mail rate _* —— * —* i * =
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lllustrated issome mail fromExpedition members. Here is a cover from pilot Jim

Greenshields in the first season, sent at the 10gm. air mail rate with an expedition label. The
envelope used was from the Myrtle Beach Hotel, Jamaica as the aircraft flew down from
Canada, stopping at samwarmer destinations before reaching Port Stanley and then the
1300km haul to Deception Island.

Canso Pilot Chris Gavin-Robinson (Both Seasons)

Pictured middle in Huntley & Palmer advert

2/- 10gm. Air Mail rate (plus 2%d surface rate
requested in error by Base Postmaster)
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Next is a colourful cover from pilot Chris GalRiabinson to his son at school back in
England, sent at the 10gm. air mail rate, with the FIDS posemagongly adding the 2d
surface mail rateGavirRobinson is pictured centre in a publicity photo for Huntley &
Palmer Golden Puff biscuits, he seems to be enjoying them!

Lead Helicopter Pilot: Greville “Bim” Jacques

6/- 30gm. Air Mail Rate — 1%t season Expedition label

MRS Gl Tpegués,
CREVETTON

b6 Knes RemwdD

FREET

HANTS

gK

The helicopter pilot in both seasons was Bim Jacques here is pictured piloting the Bell 47D
helicopter, good visibility with the Perspex bubble, but just an opening, no doors. Here is a
cover to his wife sent with thesliseason expedition label at the 3@gair mail rate.

Helicopter Engineer: Brian Davey (2"¢ Season)

Cover to parents using the scarce small 2"
season cachet (the larger cachet was nearly

always used on mai) in black. Y N A R A S

Mew od _D’WG‘/. .

I 55 WeLnescey RMD’I

2/- 10gm. Air mail rate.

Plus 2%d requested mistakenly by Base
Postmaster for surface rate

HARRcu,
M ‘DDL-E,SG-'X|
En L AVD

The helicopter engineer was Brian Davey. On board the ship a clever folding hatch was
constructed with a lift that allowed the helicopter to be lowered into the hold, making
maintenance easier. Unfortunately in the second seab@nhelicopter crashed on Tower



Island in a whiteout, both Bim Jacques and surveyor John Noble were unhurt but the
helicopter was a write off and required a voyage to Montevideo to pick up a new one. Here
Brian Daveys sending a letter to his parents ing second seasormt the2/- 10gm. air mail
rate with the surface rate added again. This time there is a small version of the Expedition

cachet, a cachet rarely seen on expedition mail.

Head Office: Frank Wills MBE (Managing Director)

Sent by Peter Mott just after a helicopter crash on Tower Island, when it was not clear if the Expedition could continue.

1/- 5gm. Air mail rate plus 2%d requested mistakenly by Base Postmaster for surface rate

s ——

F.L. Wills Bsq.,
Hunting Aerosurveys Ltd.,
6, Elstree Way,
Boreham Wood,

Herts. ENGLAND.

Back at Head Office they were probably worrying about HuntingsAgveys work going on
some 8,500 miles away in the Antarctic. This was a cover back to the Managing Director of
Hunting Aerosurveys, Frank Wills. He had formed the first aerial photography company in
the UK in 1919, Aerofilms and was acquired by Huntirigtidn in 1942. This was sent by
Peter Mott just after the Tower Island helicopter crash and was probably considering if the

Projects Manager Mail: Large Expedition Envelope

Scan of part of envelope (not shown 2" season and Oluf Sven cachets) to Projects Manager, Hunting Aerosurveys at 12/- 60gm.
Air Mail Rate, plus 5d 20z. Surface rate mistakenly added by Base Postmaster. Scarce commercial use of 1954 Ships 10/-

BY AIR MAIL

Projects Manager,
Hunting Aerosurveys Ltd.,

6, Elstree Vay,
Boreham Wood,

(Herts.



expedition could continue. It is sent at the-Bgm. air mail rate and again we see the wrong
addition of the surface rate. THarger 29 season expedition cachet is applied in violet.

My favourite item of Expedition mail ghowing part of an A4 sized envelope sending
documents back to Hunting Aerosurvesfsown above Two things really appeal to me. The
first is the scarce commerdiase of the Ships 10stamp. The second is the tortuous
calculation used by the Base Leader, Percyw@&@uto work out the rate. The air mail rate is
metric, 12+ for 60gm. But the surface rate calculation is imperial and the weight takes it
above the 1lozlimit for surface mail of 2d, so 5d double rate for up to 20z. is used. The
12/5d requirement for franking is indicated in ink above the stamps.

Visit of Duke of Edinburgh — 3 January 1957

HRH Duke of Edinburgh visited Deception Island on Britannia
and visited the FIDS Base and Expedition buildings

DofE (second left) pictured walking with PN ; ‘
Peter Mott (third left) A L \ = |
‘,m«-_mm;‘ ‘

Cover cancelled Deception Island JA 3 57, \ _:_:,»l |
the day of the visit. . |
Scarce 2" season small version of cachet \TING AEROSURVEY’S |
in black £, DECEPTION IS 1
| SHETLANDS \

Not the most obvious visitor you would expect to the Expedition, but the Duke of Edinburgh
arrived on3' January 1957, on boamritanniaas part of his round the world tour, after
opening the 1956 Olympics in Australia. He had already visited bases on the Antarctic
Peninsula, then after Deception Island headed for the Falklands, South Georgia, Trtstan a
St HelenaPrince Philip had lunch at the FIDS base with the FIDS team and the Expedition
members and then all went on boaRtitanniain the evening to watch Seven Brides for
Seven Brothers, This was a cover sent'8danuary, using the smaller expedition cachet.
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e The Newspaper of the Royal Navy and The Royal Naval Association ey e
B PR Vo ol i i Price Foupence | inked to FIDASE results and other surveys

SURVEY OFF GRAHAMLAND

from Port Lockroy

Valuable Hydrographic Survey ”

0 R M Wi

15, Grocdos A—&.

honDem . N kg
ENGL AN

GRAHAMLAND,
SEASON 1957 - 1958.

19561957 and 19571958 to understand the channel depths and underwater topography
around the Antarctic Rensula. Small motor boats were used and mail from this expedition
is scarce, here using an expedition printed envelope.

International Geophysical Year Expedition

1956-1959 sponsored by the Royal Society
Linked to Trans Antarctic Expedition 1955-1958

requests the honour of the company of

¥ 4

at Butler's Wharf, Tower Bridge, London, at 2.40 p.m.
on Tuesday 13 November 1956

on the occasion of the visit of

;h. MALCOLM EDWARDS points
and Mrx, J. S. Edwards, places he

KENTON BOY BOUND FOR ANTARCTIC HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
Malcolm E‘{g“:":v‘e::.'u"ﬂ on his to the Trans-Antarctic Expedition’s vessel
(An impression by Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Edwards) ‘MAGGA DAN'’

As the new luxury expedition ship, Magga on which members of the Royal Society Antarctic diti
Dan, eased away from Butler’s Wharf on will t{ke a}’e to Hal}; Ba o s
Thursday, November the 15th, amongst the s 2 e
select group of twenty-one men comprising the R.S.V.P: to The Secretary
Royal Society’s Antarctic Expedition stood our Trans-Antarctic Expedition
twenty-year-old son, waving farewell to us for 64 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1

two-and-a-half long years.

In the latter half of the 1950s, two major expeditions took platsimilar times, the Trans
Antarctic Expedition led by Van Fuchs and Edmund Hilamth the objective of crossing

the continentand the International Geophysical Year Expedition sponsored by the Royal
Societypromoting scientific work, especially in the ionosphdram showing mainly IGY

material here, a lité bit of Trans Antarctic Expedition. | was lucky to get hold of some
scrapbooks from the cook on the IGY Expedition, Malcolm Edwards. The postal material was
stuck down on very fibrous 1950s scrapbook paper and probably stuck in using Gloy glue.



Mike Robets from llkely provided great help in restoring the material, particularly difficult
with flimsy air letters. The two expeditions left for the Antarctic together on the blagga
Dan Her Majesty the Queen visiting the ship before it sailed.

IGY Advance Party - Halley Bay Base

INTERNATIONAL GEOPHYSICAL YEAR EXPEDITION

Advance Party Expedition Leader Surgeon Captain David Dalgliesh Ha11ey¥XNSX BAY, WEDDELL SEA
Constructed Hut at Halley Bay i e
Established Post Office June. 1956.

Dear Mr.Penn,

&= FALKLAND [SLANDS
e DEPENDENEIES

Thank you for your very pleasan
letter and your good wishes.I can assure
you we would not have thrown you into
Southampton water - one more visitor
would have made little difference to the
numbers we did have.

I was only supplied with these four

denominations,so I am sending you this

envelope as well as your own.I hope they

Mr.P.H.Penn,
49 Arnold Road, e e e
Portswood,
Southampton,
Hants.

arrive intact.

yours sindéerel.
©

England.

D.G.Dalgliesh.

Thetwo expeditions were going to use new Bases built on the ice shelf in Coats Land, so
there needed to be Advance Parties that constructed the huts while living in tents. The IGY
Advance Party was led by Surgeon Captain David Dagliesh. The Advance Raltg ship
Theron got stuck in the ice and the IGY Party decamped there and built there base further
north of their intended target Vahsel Bay, at what became named as Halley Bay. Here is a
letter from Dalgleish, stating he was only supplied with the four §tAEps on the cover

and altering his preprinted stationery. He is using the new IGY canceller, used during the
Expedition at Halley.

Trans-Antarctic Expedition Advance Party — Shackleton Base
Led by Kenneth Blaiklock

Advance Party Postmaster Ralph Lenton

Stores unloaded from Expedition E e ‘f“-,ﬁ’,‘,_;{!"?(ﬁﬁ”m LAND [SLINL
Ship Theron I ; 5- Sl e 195 EXPEDITION ‘
_ ‘ e ML LD
Constructed Hut at Shackleton in ] e o AR ==
extreme conditions and established ' w 956 NYF 42
Post Office @ ’
SERTY
p— 1\ f Th
P — | V/V THERON |
ESTARLISHEDN Christensen Canadian Enterprises Ltd.
S0 JANUARY 193¢,
s (") I "n\).) . D TQLOA... >
' }Z A b4 ol Po<
TOSTMASTER. I A‘,\AA % o3 .




Halley was surrounded by large cravasses ¢ ay Qi adzadlr ot S F2N GKS
Antarctic ExpeditionFuchs tookl heronfurther south and was nearly completely trapped in

the Ice. He left eight men to build Shackleton Base and managed eventually to extricate
Theronfrom the ice. They had a torrid time, losing a large amount of stores from broken ice

and living in tents anthe tractor crate while the hut was eventually constructed through

the blizzards. Here is a cover from the opening of the Shackleton Post Offic& dar8fary

1956, with a nice ship cachet of ti&neronand the new Shackleton cancel.

Halley Bay Base
1956-1959 IGY Post Office with date stamp and Royal Society cachet

2%d Surface Mail Rate

34 Becmead Avenues.
KENTON.

Middlesex.
England.

Mr and Mrs. J. S. Bd‘xur'. ’ .

Halley Bay Base
Thanks to British Antarctic Survey .
;o A& S & S Sy S e

Here is aover at the Commonwealth Surface rate éf2sent by the cook, Malcolm
Edwards to his parents in Kenton. There was a Royal Society Halley Bay cachet used on some
mail and seen here.

IGY Expedition Air Mail
6d Air Letter Rate

1/- Air Mail Rate 5gm. (TAE set often used although
%d overpaid)

Y Master ﬂ.ﬂ.gwday -
67,00k (213/\ Park Dr,

Lei‘y‘-arrs-aa.,

BY AIR MAIL

Essex,
ENGLAND




There was air mail from the Expedition as well and two exangieshown. Of course Air

Mail was dependent on the odd passing icebreaker or waited a long time for a relief ship to
arrive. There is an air letter at the 6d rate from Malcolm Edwards to his parBmsTAE set

was often used to pay the air mail firsegtof 1/, even though it meant the letter wd&d

overpaid. Here is a cover from Les Barclay, lonospherics, to his son. Both covers received the
Royal Society cachet.

Sergeant M.J. Edwards,

3% Becmead Avenue,

Fanton
w FROM THE
MANAGING DIRECTOR'S
¥ oFFicE

ROLEX

| GREEN ST, MAYFAIR. LONDON w1
RAN/ED
Sth Noveuber 1959

——— -

Sergeant H.J. Bdwards,

Avenuo,
Fenton, Middlesex.

Dear Sergeant ¥dwards,

Under segarste cover, by registered post, 1 an sending
you the Rolex Oymter Perpetunl Watch No. 265796 which I understand

e ! : ¥ i the one you vore when you woro with the Main fsrty of the Koyal
=S o e SE > Soefsty's Year

At the start | mentioned Rolex watches and this is why. All the members cBthearty
received a watch and you can see David Dalgliesh provided some advertorial for Rolex
singing the praises of the watches. It appeared that the watches were handed back when
the expedition ended, but here is a letter to Malcolm Edwards from the MampDirector
telling him he would receive his watch following shortly. A nice touch from the company.

Unusual Routes for Messages Home

<«—Radio
Message via
Port Stanley
Met. Office

Mail bag —>
sent via
Argentine
Navy ship

TM6 = B: Base A Bases EDFGH =
ocru/uu-uugervieo from Bases to the United Kingdom
ls proposed to try out a scheme by which telegrams are 1
of charge by the Meteorological %t‘:uon and are
Office also free of charge stop sender will be
sixpence postage only stop It will not be
with unlimited correspondence and for the time
 necessary to 1imit the number of words per month
per person stop ‘his Service is mot a comdition
be cartailed or cancelled at any time stop

A a2




There were some unusual ways that messages could get back home. One opportunity
available to the Expedition party as well as the otRHDS bases was to radio a message to

the Met Office at Port Stanley. They would type the message onto an aerogramme and send
it Air Mail via Montevideo back home. There is an example here, notice of course the
Falkland Islands 6d stamp rather than the Degencies one. Note also at the bottom of the

air letter, up side down in the view, the Meteorological Office Falkland Islands cachet.

A strange route for mail was provided when an Argentine Navy ice breaker catiatlegt
Bay. The party took the opportity to dash off a letter home. | suspect that the letters were
all bagged and sealdgbcause the letter was eventually posted in London, perhaps the
meter mark is from the Royal Society. Argentina was known to interfere with Falklands mail
and stamps at tts time, so perhaps that explains the approach taken

o Qi% S "‘!’%‘i!@wy%%;:ﬁ; : BT A

-

AT
ViR, ) ol Greetings Telegram from
~ Halley Bay

From Malcolm Edwards to his
i i1 parents, relief ship Tottan about to
GREETINGS = EDWARDS 34 BECMEADAVENUE o 7..” arrive to take the Expedition home
KENTONMIDDX = !

' BEST WISHES TO YOU ON THE TWELFTH TOTTAN DUE TENT
i = MALCOLM +

There was also opportunity to send telegram messages. It is quite nice to see the Greetings
telegram form used with the Halley Bay, Antarctica originating office. This telegram was sent
just bebre the final relief ship Tottan arrived for the party after two years stay at Halley

Bay.

After two successful years of scientific experimehtgtantook the party home with the IGY

Post Office closing on ©2anuary 1959. Here we see atltelegram from Malcolm Edwards
to his parents sent on the ¥2 The cover | show is from the day before, thé 1ut has

nice usage again of the :dhips stamp paying part of the 60gm. air mail rate. Halley Bay
base was taken over by FIDS, the Figs$ ®Office opening with a Halley Bay canceller on

7
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End of IGY Expedition —

January 1959
60gm. Air Mail rate cancelled BY AIR MAIL
IGY Halley Bay 11t January 1959 < aileant

Telegram from Malcolm Edwards

Charges to pay k
e s g POST OFFICE

TELEGRAM _
Prefix, Time handed in. omdoamws-vnm Words, -

M/ ’ {"lh

:gﬁf'ff—— 7857 CU 1 HALLEYBAY 16 12 1200-'*—*——

GLT = EDWARDS 34 BECMEADAVENUE KENTONMIDDX y

TOTTAN ARRIVED AS SCHEDULED ALL MAIL EIFTS

RECEIVED UITH THANKS = MALCOLM+++

i
: PO C AND W LDN + 34 442

For free of doubtful words teleph
_mc#: ! s telephone ** TELEGRAMS ENQUIRY * "mm:mbm BorC

5

1330279 f/Syl bolhaciw 2.
[ Fras AAdoses) H#0, Losotiss s K,

A.../«, Trans Antarctic Expedition Flight

”"’M : Flight between Shackelton Base and Scott

/.,.. %% 1558 Base across the continent

JmL,fM<

L i Ao Gk
o Amwr«wa.A,é./
>3 Jack ww I Sase 9k recaid

COMMEMORATING VAT, 3
THE FIR /w g
TRANS- ANT;}RCTiI;C CROSSING

W i

Meanwhile the Trans Antarctlc Exped|t|on was successful Fuchs crossmg the continent from
Shackléon Base to Scott Base in the Ross Dependency using his Snocats. There was also a
crossing of the Antarctic by plama 6" January 19581 smallDeHavilland Otter aircraft

and this cover was sent by the radio operator the flight Taffy Williamswith an enclosed

letter.

We finish this presentation back on South Georgia with Duncan Carse, our Dick Barton

Special Agent. Carseas depressed after being overlooked for leadership of the Trans

Antarctic Expedition, not even being a member, so decided to embark on an 18 month
GSESNOAAS Ay a2t AGdzRSé i GKS Aaztl GS-R ! yRAY
No radio and aly likely to see a passing whaler or sealing boat. After landing his stores and

hut to selfbuildin February 1961, in May a freak wave destroyed his hut completely and



took most of his stores away. Fortified by a salvaged case of burgundy and emergency

rations he managed to survive until rescued by a sealer in September 1961. Here is a letter

he sentin Marchwithanunut f L}2 &4 062E aL Y 32Ay3 (2 {SI @
NBaldlydS OFANY FyR K2LJS GKSe& ¢AKetBBEAIIR Al€é @
about his experiences, well worth watching ¥ouTube.



