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EUROPEANS
ARE «FORCED»®
TO FIND THEIR

OWN ROUTE

TO INDIA

© Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.
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FIRST VOYAGE TO INDIA,
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EUROPEAN
SETTLEMENTS ON
THE INDIAN
SUBCONTINENT
1498-1739

Rt

Borderline of India today

Daman Portuguese 1559

Diu Portuguese1 535./

Bacaim (Bassein) Portuguese 1533

Bombay Portuguese 1533
English 1638

Goa Portuguese 1509

Cannanore Portuguese 1502 N Mahe French 1725

Calicut Portuguese 149

1620

Cochin Portuguese 1502
(Dutch) 1669

Colombo Portuguese 1505 / Dutch 1656

Galle Portuguese 1507 / Dutch 1656

Tranquebar Danish o

Hughli Portuguese 1537 / English1658 @, Chinsura Dutgn) 625

| ) N \

[ ChanJernagore French

Serampore Danish 1 675..‘ Banquibazar Austrian
\4

Calcutta English 1690

Vizagapatam Englisch 1682

Vanam French 1725

Masulipatnam Portuguese 1598 / Dutch 1616

Pulicat Portuguese 1518 / Dutch 1610

Madras English 1639 @) Capelon Austrian Netherlands 1719
Pondicherry French 1674

Karikal French 1739
Negapatam Portuguese 1507 / Dutch 1658

Jaffna Dutch 1658

Tricomale Portuguese1522 / Dutch 1639 + 1674/ French 1673

SRI LANKA

Maata Portuguese 1507 / Dutch 1656



Igerlan mare clausum claims mare ciausum.
m

Portugal a sea under the jurisdiction of a
single nation and not open to all others

Castile/Spain (Collins Dictionary)

Afonso de

W Strait of ,;\:f;g;}equues ) f
Alcacovas treaty ‘ ?
Aden it ofafl Philippine s
G dy A ';';;::S ~_ MARDEL SUR Isthmus
‘R”‘- . - (Pacific Ocean)  °'™ma

] ,C)‘\ Spanish mare clausum

AR DA ETIO'_:IA ® MAB DA INDIA 1513 Phcmc‘Ocean and all of its shores claimed
(South Atlantic) ~‘(Indian Ocean) (Ntfiez de Balboa)

to Portugal Portuguese mare clausum 1790 forced free navigation
1498/1515 established

1609 unrecognized (Nootka Conventions)
(Grotius: ‘Mare liberum')

Strait of

Magellan
1520

1494 - TORDESILLIAS KEEPS THE SPANISH QUT
1498 — THE PORTUGUESE ARRIVE IN INDIA



LETTER FROM KING JOAOQ I11. OF PORTUGAL (1502-1557) TO
ALFONSO DI MEXIA. THE LETTER DEPARTED LISBON ON 08.04.1526,
ON BOARD OF THIS YEAR'S FLEET TO INDIA. THE LETTER
ULTIMATELY REACHED MEXIA IN COCHIN

(COURTESY OF MARTIN HOSSELMANN)
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THE DUTCH ARRIVE fee o e

‘;’ ””""f’””" e "z’f ‘/}1’%:/} 2(

Letter written by Commander Isaac van Dielen,
governor of the Dutch possessions in India on | S Sl o 2

30.12.1691




THE ENGLISH ARRIVE A

Letter written in Surat on 12.01.1632, carried
by ship around the Cape of Good Hope to
London.

(Courtesy of Jochen Heddergott)
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1620:
THE DANISH ARRIVE

Folded letter and content sent
by Bartholomeus Ziegenbalg
from Tranquebar 22.10.1709 to

the minister Lange in Berlin
(Frankesche Stiftungen)

View of Tranquebar
(Collection of Skoklosters Castle)
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1722

THE

AUSTRIANS /BELGIANS
ARE THE LAST

Letter addressed to a Mons. J.B. Grenier, o
Belgian banker in Gent. The letter is
datelined 24.07.1724, shortly after the
Ostend Company established its settlement

in Banquibazar.
(Courtesy of Martin Hoselmann)
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THE SEVEN-YEAR WAR 1756-63
THE FIRST WORLDWIDE WAR

War Zones:
Central Europe
North America
(also called French-Indian
War)

Indian Peninsula

(also called Carnatic war)

Source: Wikipedia

Great Britain,
Prussia, Portugal and

Allies [N

France, Spain,
Austria, Russia,
Sweden and Allies



1754 -1815: THE ANGLO-FRENCH STRUGGLE FOR DOMINANCE
1755 LETTER FROM A FRENCH OFFICER IN BENGAL
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During the 18th century several nations, namely
Britain, France, The Netherlands and Danmark,
struggled for dominance in India. In the mid 18th
century the struggle resulted in the three «Carnatic
Wars» (1746-48, 1749-54, and 1756-63) between
the French East India Company and the British East
India Company. These conflicts involved numerous
nominally independent local rulers and their vassals
and switched between military struggles and
diplomatic entanglement.

In his letter dated 20" August 1755 he gives account
of the presence of the British ((t(Les Anglaises»), Dutch
(«Les Hollandaise») and Danish.

«l did arrive 15 days ago. This is the most I've seen:
Bengal is much more charming, richer, more people
and more abundant in everything than Pondichéry.
The fortification and French city we call
Chandenagor is the banks of the Ganges [to be
exact: it is the Hoogly river, remark of the editor].
The English have their fortification 6 miles from
here and they call it Calcutta. The Dutch also have
their fortification and their city about %4 of the way
from here. The Danes also have a trading post and
all nations make trade in the country. ...».



BATTLE OF
PLASSEY 1757 1S
A GAME CHANGER

Clive meeting Mir Jafar after
the Battle of Plassey

(oil on canvas, Francis
Hayman, c. 1762)

(National Portrait Gallery)




TROUBLE IN EUROPE:
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 1789-1799
AND THE NAPOLEONIC WARS 1803-1815

Folded shipletter written in Chandernagor, 12.02.1793. The letter bears a French
entry mark «COL[onies] PAR BREST» and the seal of French revolutionary censorship
comite.




1808 LETTER FROM A BRITISH OFFICER IN BAY OF
PONDICHERRY

Letter datelined 15" February 1808 written on board of the warship “Sarah
Christina” in the Bay of Bengal, off Pondicherry, giving account of the conflicts
between the British, French and Danish. The letter is addressed to Banff and shows
a mark dated 17. Oct. (2) 1808 reading «Shipletter London»

«... We have taken a Danish merchant ship from the Isle of France [- Reunion]|

bound for Tranquebar and have been chased and have chased a French 44 gun
frigate the Piedemontese. ...

We made Negapatam and were prepared to take Tranquebar, a Danish settlement
about 9 miles from us.»
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INTERNAL MAIL IN
INDIA FOR
CENTURIES:

DAWK RUNNERS







SECURING THE BRITISH DOMINANCE 1784-1796:
OPENING OF BRITISH POST OFFICES IN FRENCH AND DANISH INDIA
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1816: THE 2"° TREATY OF PARIS AND THE FINAL
ESTABLISHMENT OF (MINIMAL) FRENCH COLONIAL RULE
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After the end of the Napoleonic Wars the conflict was finally settled with the
Treaty of Paris in 1816. The Conte Dupuy was appointed as governor and sent to
Pondichéry to rebuild the French administration. This finally led to the permanent
founding of the «Etablisments Francaise dans I'Inde» as a French colony. Still, the
colony always was dependent on the benevolance of the British which catered for
most of the settlements’ infrastructure as well as their connections to the rest of India
and the world. As a key function, the British had a monopoly on the postal service
and remained responsible for all local deliveries of mail.

Letter datelined Madras, 20" Novem[=nine]ber 1816, written by the new governor
of the French settlements, André Julien Conte du Dupuy, showing the new title a
««Gouverneur des Etablisment.

It holds the handwritten annotation «Service» and the mark «Post freen. This is the
earliest known letter there the French authorities in India were allowed to use the
British postal system for official matter free of charge. This agreement must have
been informal since it was not settled before the 1839 Anglo-French convention in
writing.
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ERIC SCHERER - CV

CONTACT
e.scherer@bdph.de

Dr. Eric Scherer is an avid philatelist and postal
historian. He first participated in an exhibition in 1978
and is exhibiting ever since. He concentrates on a few
topics, among them the Postal History of French Indiq,
Reply Postcards in International Mail, and Mail posted
«Out of course.

He is member of several clubs and societies, like the
Royal Philatelic Society London, the India Study Circle,
Col.Fra and the Swiss Society for Postal History.

He was named Fellow of the Royal and member of the
European Academy of Philately AEP. Since 2021 he
serves as a board member of the German Philatelic
Association BDPh.
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