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Good to be back!

It was a significant, and extremely welcome, return to normal life when 70 members
of the Royal Philatelic Society London were able to visit 15 Abchurch Lane in the
City of London on 22 July for the first meeting of the Society in nearly 18 months.

It was the perfect way to celebrate, with a display from the Royal Philatelic
Collection shown by gracious permission of Her Majesty The Queen, that had been
kindly arranged by the Deputy Keeper, Rod Vousden FRPSL. On display was
Gibraltar, Malta and Cyprus — ‘The Three Kings’.

Expressing the thanks of all present, Richard Stock FRPSL, President of the
Society, reflected how good it had been to see more modern material, that of the
reigns of King Edward VI, King George V and King George VI, in this ‘excellent
display’.

The material shown included artists’ drawings, essays — at times of unadopted
designs, colour trials, proofs, and many plate blocks. Among the highlights for
Richard was the £5 definitive of Gibraltar of 1925 in a plate block of four. Princess
Elizabeth visited Malta in 1950, for which occasion three stamps were issued.
Shown was the artwork and approved proof of the issue, as well as plate blocks,
plus a first day cover addressed to Princess Elizabeth. For Cyprus, on display was
the very attractive definitive series introduced in 1934, with once more the artist’s
sketches shown along with plate blocks and stamps perforated ‘SPECIMEN’.

Closing the meeting, Richard remarked that it had been delightful for members to
get together once again.
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Rod Vousden FRPSL, Deputy Keeper of the Royal Philatelic Collection (left), being
presented with a RPSL 150" Anniversary Medal by Richard Stock FRPSL,
President of the Royal Philatelic Society London

(27 July 2021)

A Company Limited by Guarantee in London No. 00092352 Registered Charity Number 286840
Registered VAT number. GB 524 1768 49


http://www.rpsl.org.uk/

